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Fatigue’ of Television Handicaps; | fF '| rLECTRIC’ ¢ |Bermudas Tourist Boom Inspires : 
ill 
e e é ® e * ae S- 
Predictions All ‘5 Years or More Equityized Dramatic Stock ; 
+ 
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| Philadelphia, Dec. 20. Iturbi’s Own Plane is Nea See Guild May Force B’klyn With the growing popularity of in 
Current stir over television in this n Yr- ° ° Bermuda i - 
country is so much bunk in the For Concert Dates 0 eet ene se Eagle to Quit This Wk. business a cS be gers at oe q 
oo anteed —— Three- Act Play ae areas © Remens SLO COE re 
opinion of Carleton L. Dyer, manag- Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 20. = ? | Newspaper Guild and Frank D, | Pany is being readied for the island. 
ing: director of Philco Radio & Tele-| Jose Iturbi, maestro of Rochester to Dramatize G.E. Sales) schroth, publisher ‘of Brooklyn | Construction of a theatre in Hamil- ne 
vision Corp. of Great Britain. Dyer | pyitnarmonic orchestra, has bought Methods and Arguments) ‘N. Y.) Eagle, go to mat today |ton is to begin right after the first e 
has been visiting the Philco plant|,)in plane in which he plans to fly (Wed.) over latter’s determination to | of the year, for scheduled opening s- 
here. to his engagements in cities through- fire 20% of editorial and business | March 1 for a 10-week season. Equity FF 
‘Much ado about nothing is the | out the country. He has had 40 hours staffs or put through proportionate | has been consulted on the proposi- a 
, ‘way I feel about the present excite- | o¢ ying experience. IN BALLROOMS cut if all employees are retained. tion and has given a tentative okay, a 
ment in America over television,’ he Iturbi will take delivery of the . Claiming paper is losing $100,000 a but no bond has been posted be- al 
declared. ‘We have had good tele-| jane in April and proposes to fly month, Schroth threatens to suspend cause final word has not been re- hy 
4 vision in England for two years and|immediately for engagements in| Two all-Equity troupes to play|the paper altogether this week if |ceived from the Bermuda authorities t 
} less than 4,000 people have found it! South America. In the past he has | guaranteed 10-week road tours and| Guild nixes his bid. Today’s the |2?0ut whether American or English ; 
of sufficient interest to invest as lit-| used commercial planes and is noted offering a three-act legit play are| deadline. actors would be required. Islands e 
tle as $105 in a receiver.’ for arriving at concerts with few | being bankrolled by General Electric are a British possession. ~ 
Dyer forecast, however, @ more/ minutes to spare. Co. to hypo sales. Complete produc- Figured that there will be no ban 5 
rapid rise of visio here than in Eng- tions including stages, scenery, light- on the importation of a Broadway . 
land because development and erec- ing, costumes and props, costing L R company and selection of a director n’ 
tion of transmitters will be in com- about $25,000 each and carrying a eo ~ANe and company will proceed as soon as if 
petitive hands, not controlled by the company of 20 people, will be used. official ruling is received. Alfred B. ir 
government, Nevertheless, he said, Performances will be given in hotel Leaman, described as a former stock 3’ 
ihe foresaw no national acceptance or ballrooms before audiences of GE exchange member, is bankrolling the 
, demand in less than five years. In agency men, with one troupe playing venture. His partner is Al Wagstaff. 
addition, he feels more experimenta- * the east and the other covering the reviously active in fil d | it 
tion is needéd before visio can be- , west. e the rods hap event apngbe ne. 
Reign Deer ae has been the Drama to be presented was writ- ON RADIO Se. Se PS ee ney bene tee - 
principal cause of visio’s lack of suc- ten by Carle Robbins, former legit two weeks salary and twb-way e 
cess in England, ‘We are living in a player and now of GE’s Cleveland transportation expenses as séon as 
fatiguing age, is his explanation, et tucnaee a ocean eae eee sr MT en ae ae ee 5. | 
ate : : i am : man- , ontinued on e 4 
only the effortless faculty of listen-| Paramount has withdrawn distri-| ager, stagehands, electrician, car-| i.ciude old Gold clgarets and Briggs — 
ing, have eased the strain. We can i Rag rp Balbo ye penter, etc. Nut for actors alone will tobacco, has entered the New York 














(Continued on page 47) 


Can’t Even Give Away 
Things If Announcer 
Hasn’t Winning Throb 


Cleveland, Dec. 20. 

Clocking of phone calls during six 
test weeks by West End Laundry 
proved to WHK that even free laun- 
dry can’t be given away unless the 
talk is okay. 

As a biz-hypo the sponsor has been 
handing out free bags to every list- 
ener who called station during 
broadcast, plus gratis laundry service 
for one load to every fifth person. 
First broadcast brought 23 calls. 
Then it slipped down to seven. 
Surprised by inexplicable slump, 
backers asked for a change in an- 
nouncers. 

After Guy Wallace handling com- 
mercials and Carl Mark for contin- 
uity were put on, phone calls jumped 
to 15 and then to 33 in one night. 
Results sold West End, which hadn’t 
been hot about radio, to point of a 











ere. to sign the papers, Toto was rushed (Jan. 6) 
to a hospital. Peritonitis set in and Palace Theatre, Youngstown 
‘F D.R. JONES’ BELITTLING? | clown never recovered. He died| Bonuses within show business will (Jan. 10) 


Buffalo, Dec. 20. 

Maestros Ray Sinatra and Johnny 
Long were informed by WBEN that 
they mustn’t use the song ‘F. D. R. 
Jones’ in broadcasts. Musikers find 
the ban especially puzzling inasmuch 
as the tune and its words frequently | 
come through WBEN via NBC Red, 
network programs. 

Station’s attitude is that ditty 
might be construed as belittling the | 
Chief Executive. 


‘Christmas Carol,’ which had been 
scheduled for release Xmas week, 
and all bookings secured in the past 
two months have been cancelled. 
Metro’s similar subject, produced 
this fall, starring Reginald Owen as 
‘Scrooge,’ is going out on release, as 
scheduled. 

Theatres which had booked the 


(Continued on page 47) 


‘Premature’ Death 
Libel Suit Ended By 
Toto’s Demise at 50 


Py ” 

A libel action for $50,000 was be- 
ing prepared against the New York 
Daily Mirror by Toto, the clown 
(Armando Novello) just before he 
| was stricken Dec. 4 with appendici- 

tis, from which he never recovered. 

Paper had printed a feature story in 
magazine section of its Sunday edi- 
tion on Nov. 27 in which Toto was 
described as having died a pauper 
after being the highest paid clown. 

The day his attorney, John Bacher, 
went to Mamaroneck, N. Y., for him 








_| Dec. 15 at 50. His estate may yet sue. 


Much irony surrounds story writ- 
ten by Hugo Roboz, former foreign 
editor of the Mirror. Two days be- 
fore the Toto story appeared the 
writer died. The clown was booked 
for an Xmas week comeback engage- 
ment at the Oriental, Chi. at $650 
| for the week. 
| Toto had been operating the 
Greenhaven Inn, Mamaroneck, N. Y., 
since retiring from show biz. 





run about $1,200 to $1,500 weekly for 
each company. Only matinees will 
be played and only a single per- 
formance will be given in each city. 
Actors are being paid salaries, trans- 
portation expenses and meals while 
traveling. Idea of the play is to dra- 
matize sales methods and sales ar- 
guments. Western company is to 
open Feb. 2 in Kansas City. East- 
ern troupe opens Jan. 30 in a town 
to be selected. 

Although the venture does not 
come under Equity’s jurisdiction, the 
association has approved it. Casts 
for the two companies are already 
selected, but will not be announced 
until the special contracts have been 
approved by attorneys and signed by 
the players. Robert Kennedy, of 
Lyons & Lyons agency, did the cast- 
ing. General Motors, Firestone and 
one or two other large concerns are 
reported considering similar plans, 


LIMITED SANTA 
GRAVY THIS YR. 








be at a minimum this year. Total to 
be given will add up to much less 
than was passed out last Christmas. 
This includes the bonuses usually 
passed out by home offices as well 
as by theatre chains. 


Payments under’ consideration 
range from a week's salary to those 
earning up to $40. The brackets may 
| be increased up to $100 weekly in 
those companies whose annual] in- 
come this year has been beiter. 





baseball picture with a bid for the 
broadcast. rights to the Yankee 
games. Lorillard’s agency, Lennen 
& Mitchell, also represents the Rup- 
pert Brewery, which is owned by the 
head of the N. Y. Yankees, Jake 
Ruppert. 

General Mills, which has already 
tied up the rights to the Brooklyn 
Dodgers games, wants to make a 
package of the Giants and Yankees 
home games with the New York 
twosome released over a single local 
station. Socony is in on the Brook- 
lyn group and the chances are that 
General Mills proposes to bring in 
Procter & Gamble as co-sponsor of 
the Giants and Yankee games, if and 


(Continued on page 46) 
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NBC Skeds Olympics 
Early; Royal Returns 
From §. A. Next Week 


John Royal, NBC program v.p., is 
due back from Lima, Peru, next 
week. Went there to look over the 
Pan-American conference. 

On the international front NBC 
has already set up its broadcast 
schedule from Finland, although 
Olympics do not take place in Hel- 
singfors until July, 1940. Kenneth 
Berkley, of NBC, Washington, and 
Max Jordan, NBC’s continental Eu- 
ropean director, recently were in 








En Route 
She Hour of Charm 


Taft Theatre, Cincinnati 


(Week Dec. 30) 


Palace Theatre, Akron 


Phil Spitalny 


and his 


Orchestra 


Finland to set the details. 
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- LOEW'S STOCKHOLDERS’ SUIT EXPECTS 
| TO WIND UP TODAY OR THURS. (22) 


J. Robert Rubin and Leew’s Accountant Last on} 


Stand—C. P. A. Refutes Ellis’ Figures—Nick 
Schenck’s Lengthy Session 


Testimony in the stockholders’ ac- 
counting action against the officers 
and directors of Loew’s, Inc., 
end late today (Wed.) or tomorrow. 
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Louis 
A. Valente, 
to the evidence for the past three 
weeks, was thus assured last night 
(Tues.) by attorneys for both sides. 


who has been listening 


With the wind-up of the defense, | 
Emil K. Ellis for the plaintiffs will | 


return Bernard Reis, his accountant, | 


to the stand in a short rebuttal. 


Both sides will be asked to submit 
briefs, and Justice Valente will re- 
serve decision. This was the an- 
nounced procedure to be taken at 
yesterday’s (Tues.) session. The 
final witness yesterday was William 
Keating, an accountant for the de- 
fense. 


J. Robert Rubin, v.p. and general 
counsel of Loew’s, Inc., and one of 
the five Loew-Metro officers being 


sued, spent most of yesterday’s ses- 
sion going into details concerning the 
high cost of production. The other 
major co-defendants are Nicholas M. 
Schenck, president of Loew’s, Inc.; 
David Bernstein, Louis B. Mayer, 
Arthur M. Loew and the estate of 
Irving G. Thalberg. 

Rubin dwelt at length, during his 
testimony, on why Metro spent so 
much money on stories purchased. 
He said that during the past four 
years the company produced 20 pic- 
tures based on old stories already 
used in the silent days. 

One of the reasons was the re- 
writing of old stories long before 
they were put on the lots. More 
than 50 pictures have been in prep- 
aration awaiting the proper stars or 
feature players. He stated that the 
company has so many topline stars 
that special stories must be prepared 
for each one. This necessitates much 


work by expert writers to adapt a’ 


story to some particular player, 
whether a Crawford, Garbo or 
Shearer, or a featured player such 
as John Barrymore or Wallace Beery. 
Rubin said that this arrangement en- 
ables the studio to keep going for 
a long time, regardless of whether 
new material is coming in. 


Rubin Observes Metro 
‘Greatest Producing’ Co. 


The witness impressed the fact that 
good stories are the chief essential 
to the trade and, for this reason much 
work is done in the preparations of 
scripts and continuity work, before 
the pictures are ready to be screened. 
“Unless we have good stories no good 
pictures can be obtained,’ he said. 
For this reason, Rubin said, ‘Metro 
is considered by many the greatest 
producing outfit in the world” — 

Rubin said that the cost of stories 
and the hiring of name authors to 
whip them into shape wa: consider- 
ably costlier today than it was a 
few years ago. This observation 
was not disputed. 

Under cross-examination, Rubin 
was asked by Ellis, why, after over 
$350,000 was written off in stories, 
they had been restored to the active 
list at the request of the directors. 
To this, the witness said that in his 
opinion, and after reconsideration 
by others, the stories had real value. 


Among them he named ‘Silent 
N.ght,” ‘Heavenly Sinner,” ‘Bugle 
Sounds,’ and ‘Elegance.’ The pic- 


ture, ‘Soviet,’ was kept on the list 
for four years before writing it off 
because it would 10t be allowed in 
England. For this reason the pro- 
duction was cancelled because ‘Eng- 
land constitute. 25% of world con- 
sumption and such a licking would 
be costly to the studio.’ 

William L. Keating, connected 
w th Miller, Donaldson & Co., Loc w’s 
accountants, disputed the plaintiffs’ 
accountant’s fiewrcs on the gener! 
studio overhead. Reis had set this 
figure at $4,800,000, of which $3,700.- 
00C was absorbed in costs. Keating’s 
figures were that $3,777,000 was ab- 
sorbed in overherd, of which $1,467,- 
003 wes amoriized in 1937. 

Keating also differed with Reis on 
ceriain items, particularly on the 


; 4ammonge 


will | 


production end. These, he held, were 
necessary expenses of the studio. 
as being 


A mong 


salaries for executives and the pay- 
rolls for the workers in the account- 
ing, cashier and many other depart- 
mental employees of the production 
end. As to the item of $568,000 of ‘in- 
completed continuity, which was 





. 
five top execs, Rubin repeated what 





Schenck had said, 


were all valuable and entitled to | 
whatever consideration they re- 
ceived. ‘It tends to better 


uation in the studio to have them | 
all share in the profits of the com- | 
pany,’ he said. 

He estimated that about 450 pend 
to stories are carried on the books 
and are worth at least $9,000,000. | 
Rubin disputed the plaintiffs’ conten- | 
tion that at least half of this amount | 
should be written off. The witness | 
further said that the company’s in-| 
come since 1929 to date, amortized 





added in 1937, and which Reis 
thought should have been written 
off, the witness said that $506,000 of 
this amount is now forthcoming on | 
certain pictures. He itemized the| 
| following as part of this: ‘Marie An- 
toinette,’ $207,000, and ‘Shining Hour,’ 
$238,000. Also $208,000 is now active 
in continuities on such as 
‘High School,’ ‘Lady Comes to Town’ 
and others. There are seven stories | 
in the latter list, the witness said. 


Keating continued that from 1930- 
1938 the company has written off a 
total of $4,566,000 on rejected con- |} 
tinuities. As to the many writers | 
and alleged waste on the picture, | 
| ‘Marie Antoinette,’ as alleged by the 
| plaintiffs, only three men whom <4 
| did not name got most of the money. | 
| These three received $326,000 of the | 
| $420,000 spent on the picture. | 
| Concerning the writing off on a 
| picture, the witness said: ‘No ac-| 
leountant alive can judge the value | 
| of a story or tell accurately if it will 
| be a good picture in all respects.’ He 
|must depend on the judgment of 
| others, 
| Under cross-examination, Ellis 
| asked Keating if he thought it was 
| Proper to include donations in studio 
Sige come ‘That depends on what 
the donations are,’ replied Keating. 
Ellis then asked if the witness con- 
| sidered it sound accounting practice 
| to rely on the judgment of a man 
who receives bonuses on unwritten- 
off accounts to write something off. 
The witness. replied he depended on 
nobody’s judgment but his 
based on actual figures and results. 
That concluded his testimony and 
the end of the day’s session. 


Friedman Didn’t Think 
Thalberg Deal Binding 


Tuesday morning opened with 
Leopold Friedman, secretary of 
Loew's, taking the stand. He was 
questioned as to the arrangement for 
payments to Arthur Loew. He -:iid 
the latter’s compensation in 1935 was 
based on percentage of the profits 
after Mayer, Rubin and Thalberg 
had been taken care of. Friedman 


mintirad 
piciures 


cussion of the Thalberg estate de- 
mands for continued compensation. 
>'s opinion given to Schenck at the 
time was that the Thalberg contract 
did not bind the company and that 
it had no standing in court. 


Former Governor Nathan Miller 
substantiated his opinion. 
Steuer, for the estate, held differ- 
ently and the latter’s contention was 
upheld by Schenck to the extent of 
‘ rying out the contract with a few 
minor changes. Under cross-exami- 
nation by Ellis the witness admitted 
that at a meeting of the stockholders 
in 1932 the payments to Schenck and 
Bernstein were questioned. As re- 
sult they received a total of about 
| $400,000 for that year. Friedman 
‘ended his testimony at this point, 
and J. Robert Rubin took the stand. 


He is a vice-president and general 


counsel to Loew’s, and one of the 
defendants in the suit. He described 
hi. tying up with L. B. Mayer in 
'1923, later forming a partnership 
| with Thalberg, and the three joining 
Loew’s. 





Rubin was asked about the efforts | 


to assure Loew’s a British market. 
He said that he and others in the 
‘company realized the importance of 
| preventing ‘the John Maxwell out- 
| fit” of London from getting control 
‘of Gaumont-British. It was con- 
| coded by all that if it ever happened 
/Maxwell would have a monopoly on 
| the English trade. In fact, he said, 
| ‘the Maxwell crowd’ could practical- 


lly prevent the distribution of Metro. 


'pictures in England and the other 


| British possessions and reduce the 


company’s profits extensively. Be- 


' sides, the witness said, he believed 


‘Metro could make a success of Gau- 
mont-British. 


! Concerning the contracts to the 


‘Ellis’ Repetitious ‘Egypt May Ban ‘Suez’ 


}and 1937. 


own, | 


stated he had taken part in the dis- - 


Max D. | 


and written off, totaled $13,553,000. | 


Queries Irk Schenck 


Nick Schenck finally left the wit- 
ness stand late Monday afternoon (19) 
after testifying for three days. Dur- 
ing that time he rarely became 
excited, but just before he con- 
cluded he was considerably riled 
by Ellis’ persistent questions re- 


| lating to his income during the past 


few years, particularly as to 1936 
It is not disputed by the 


defense that his incomes for these 


| years were each over $400,000, This 


included his percentage on the prof- 
its. Ellis had also been driving at 
the amounts Mayer and Thalberg 
were also making. 


‘This is very distasteful to me. 
With all the money you accuse me 
of making, I’ve had to borrow 
enough to pay my taxes for the past 
two years.’ 

After detailing how, in 1932, Mayer 
threatened to quit if Thalberg left 
the organization, Schenck stated he 
told him (Mayer) he would hold him 
to his contract and would have him 
barred from working elsewhere dur- 
ing the life of the agreement. As to 
contracts with the three, ‘Schenck 
said that he had a deal with them on 
a partnership basis and not as in- 
dividual workers. ‘What one got, 
the others had to get.’ 


Mayer, after Thalberg’s death, 
agreed to give up his 3% cut on the 
| profits on the promise that his work 
would not be so hard. 


Ellis’ further questioning of 
Schenck on matters which had been 
gone over time and time again 
caused Justice Valente to tell the at- 
torney not to repeat. The judge de- 
clared he wanted the case to be con- 
cluded by today (Wednesday )—of 
which there appears to be small 
likelihood—and that he would hold 
late sessions if necessary. 


When Schenck left the stand, he 
was succeeded by the defendant's 
| second witness, Eugene Leake, who, 
|as member in 1937 of the Film Se- 
| curities Board, helped to administer 
| 660,000 shares of Loew stock for the 
Fox Film Co. He told of voting 
| tor the stock options to the defend- 
|ants and gave his reasons, which 
| were substantially the same as 
| Schenck. Schenck had remarked to 
| him, the witness said, ‘Loew’s is for 
| Loew’s, and for no one else.’ 
| H. M. Bardt, connected with the 
|Bank of America, who represent 
Norma Shearer and Thalberg in con- 
tract conferences with Schenck and 
Mayer, was the last witness of the 
day. He explained the eventual 
agreement was satisfactory to Miss 
Shearer, Schenck and Mayer. 


‘Loew Prez Re-Endorses 
‘Unique’ Manpower 


Schenck, continuing on the wit- 
| ness stand Friday (16) as the first 
defense witness, declared that in his 
| opinion the success of the company 
was due to the personalities and 
| the selling ability of heads of 
_ the company and its subsids. In an- 
swer to a question put by Judge 











that the men' 








| (Continued on page 19) 








Masterminding the Decision 





to excessive salaries and bonuses 





Stockholders’ suit against the Loew-Metro executives is the main 
topic of conversation in New York executive film circles. 
Trade opinion is that the court cannot recognize claims relating 


ill-advised methods in computing profits and appraising value of 
assets may be more seriously viewed. 


if the manpower earns them, but 








the sit-|  Schenck’s ’39 Sizeup 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

New year outlook on the film biz 
wil be forecast by Joseph M. Schenck 
on a national hookup over NBC Cec. 
29. 

He will appear on the program 
with other industrial and business 
leaders. 





Due to Factual Errors; 


‘4 Men’ Causes Laugh 


Cairo, Dec. 8. 

Severe criticism in the London 
press of 20th’s ‘Suez’ is expected to 
have repercussions in Egypt when 
the film comes before government 
censors shortly. Due to several fac- 
tual discrepancies in the picture, in- 
dications are that the film will be 
banned in the country. 

Since ‘Suez’ 
love story ‘hat is said to have never 
existed, between Ferdinand de Lés- 
seps, the French engineer who built 
the canal, and the Empress Eugenie, 
ill feeling has been provoked among 
Egyptians who expected an epic re- 
construction of a historical achieve- 
ment in their country. 

Situation has been made more 
delicate since King Farouk and the 


heir ta the throne, Prince Mohamed | 


Ali, are both descendants of the 
Mohamed Ali mentioned in the film. 
According to historical documents 
available here, de Lesseps never 
taught boxing and fencing, as the 
film indicates, 

‘Four Men and a Prayer’ (20th) 
has led to a protest here, conse- 
quently being withdrawn in Egypt. 
The offending scene was that show- 
ing Alexandria and its port. Alex- 
andria is considered the most mod- 
ern city in the Near East and when 
snake-charmers were shown in the 
streets, together with Egyptians sit- 
ting on the floor of the largest hotel, 
there was wholesale laughter in the 
cinema, later followed by poor at- 
tendance. 


L. A: oo Re Y. 


Herbert Akerberg. 
Bern Bernard. 
Norman Blackburn. 
Madeleine Carroll. 
Pat Casey. 

J. Cheever Cowdin. 
Roger Ferri. 
Marcel Hellman. 
Sidney R. Kent. 
David Loew, Jr. 
Marcus Loew, II. 
Benny Meroff. 
Louise Platt. 

Leon Pransky. 
George Palmer Putnam. 
Bill Rogers. 

Claude Stroud. 
Herman Wobber. 


N. Y. to L. A, 


George Arliss. 
Sam Berkowitz. 
Lili Damita. 

Sally Eilers. 

Y. Frank Freeman. 
John Garfield. 
Harry Ham. 
Leland Hayward. 
Steve Hannagan. 
Joseph Mank-ewicz. 
Montagu Marks. 
Chester Morris. 
Gabriel Pescal. 
Margaret Sullavan. 
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Other News of Interest to Films 


was built around a | 








20TH CLIPS NUT 
TO SAVE S006 
A YEAR 


| 








Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

Two economic edicts, figured to 
save about $500,000 a year, were 
handed out by William Koenig, gen- 
eral production manager at 20th-Fox, 
| First order prohibits all makeup, 
hairdress and costume tests, which 
icost from $300 to $500 for each actor 
before a picture starts. Second 
decree bans all retakes until a pic- 
ture has been completed and the 
rough cut screened. 


| eR oe 


| NEWSREELS -CRAMPED 
BY EUROPEAN PACTS 


Unsettled conditions in Europe, 
with cross-political agreements be- 
tween different nations, is stalling 
complete coverage of news on the 
Continent by American newsreel 
companies and their European oper- 
|atives. Even Great Britain is be- 
|coming most circumspect in trying 








| 
] 
| 





'to curb treatment on certain news 
events. 

As a result of the ‘no war’ pact 
signatured by France and Germany, 
French government representatives 
have ruled in some instances that 
the newsreels can’t say certain 
things about Hitler. In Italy the 
reels, of course, must take on a pro- 
fascist slant. 

Idea back of all this supervision 
|is the desire of different countries 
figuring in the center of present 
politico jitters not to offend ‘friend- 
ly’ nationals in any way. 





Gabe Pascal’s Spanish 
Dub; More Pix on Tap 


Gabriel Pascal left for the Coast 
Sunday (18) to make a Spanish- 
dubbed version of ‘Pygmalion’ for 
Metro. 

Producer has three more Shaw 
stories he will do this coming year, 
‘Doctor’s Dilemma,’ ‘Devil's Disciple’ 
and an original based on King 
, Charles II and Sir Isaac Newton. 
| Metro will release all Pascal-Shaw 
| productions, except in England. 
| Associated with Pascal in film pro- 
duction and financing are Capt. Riche 
jard Norton, Nicholas Davenport, 
|Malcolm Vaughan and Sir Charles 
|Auckley, Latter is representative of 
'the Lloyds insurance crowd. 


SAILINGS 


Jan. 5 (New York to Greece), Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles F. Skouras (Conte 
di Savoia). 

Dec. 26 (New York to Paris), Clif- 
ford C. Fischer, Madeline Carroll, 
William R. Fitelson (Normandie). 

Dec. 24 (New York to London) 
Mrs. Robert Keane, M. J. Farrell 
(Laconia). 

Dec. 21 (Vancouver to Sydney), 
Radcliffe and Rogers, Jimmy Had- 
reas, Pinky Lee Troupe, Ted Claire, 
Wilfred and Dupree Co. (Empress of 
Asia). 

Dec. 17 
Marion 
(Paris). 

Dec. 17 (London to New York) 
Gilbert Miller (Normandic). 

Dec. 17 (London to New York) 
Pearl Buck (Aquitania). 


ARRIVALS 


Jacques Deval, Baron De Knyft, 
John C. Ogestreicher, Harold Holt, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Bloch, Pierre 
Monteux, Leslie Allen, Marie Pons, 
Ania Dorfmann, Mme. Cavalcanti, 
Rene Blum, Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Sherek, Mr. and Mrs. Cookie Bow- 
ers, Albin Johnson, Walter J. Hutch- 
inson, Robert T. Kane, Benjamin 
Miggins, F. L. Harley, Elsa Lan- 
chester, Gaby Morlay, Jack Irwin, 
Tyrone Power. 














(New York to London), 
Stoopack, Jean Drouant 




















lis 


—— 











] 


__ Wednesday, December 21, 1938 








VARIETY 








LUKOR’S FOREIGN HYPO 





GOOD WILL FOR SHOW BIZ, 





Last week a film personality 
Bill of Rights, as embodied in 
States. 


was on the radio glorifying the 
the Constitution of the United 


This was sound, constructiv e, clean and smart. 


Why waste time attacking or deprecating damagogues? Ig- 


nore them—it hurts. 


past masters. But there's 


This is a matter for advertising. 


Answer them? 
-them? They cherish martyrdom. 


It’s impossible. Denounce 
Call them names? They are 


one thing that hurts—ignore ’em. 


Democracy and the things 


that are of value to personal liberty need to be sold. Sold on 
their own merits and detached from any attempt to out-hiss 


the hissers. 


And show business is peculiarly and particularly indebted 


to democracy with its free sp 


ELC ch. es ensors ship is the enemy of | 


creative work anywhere. Look what’s happened in once- prolific 
European capitals under the cloud of oppression. 


What films started the other branches might emulate. 
radio itself go to town with its own program. 
add a few licks with strictly stage personalities, 


too, should realize that open 
petition stimulate advertising 


Let 
And legit can 

Advertising, 
markets and democratic com- 
but dictatorship doesn’t need 


paid advertising—they have propaganda instead. 


The occasions are many. 


American history is replete with 


much cause for patriotic rejoicing. There are historical dates in 


plenty. 


Such broadcasts as last week’s Bill of Rights rededication 
program on a national hookup make the best sort of publicity 
for the film business—and for all show biz. 


WORLD SURVEY 
TOINGREASE BIZ 


After European Visit, Latin- 
American Market Next— 
Followed by Far East and 
Australia—Zukor’s Salary 
at $150,000 as Is 


ROSE’S BRITISH SPOT 


With a view to strengthening Para- 
mount sales power in foreign lands, 
various changes designed to improve 
the company’s position throughout 
the world are expected to follow in 
the wake of Adolph Zukor’s globe- 
girdling survey. These changes may 
not only affect sales manpower, and 
embrace some promotions from the 
ranks, but also concern the Par dis- 
tribution machine outside of the do- 
mestic market so far as economy is 
involved. 


Aside from whether some distri- 
bution officials, branch managers or 
others are displaced or shifted, which 
is regarded as likely, it may be 
found advisable, as result of chang- 
ing world market conditions, to con- 
solidate some offices or restrict the 
scope of sales activity in various ter- 
ritories now not justifying the dis- 
tribution expense incurred. It may 
also be that in some other terri- 





Par’s Releasing More Outside 
Pix, Also English-Mades, Might 


Cut Down Its Own Program for ‘39 


| ATTORNEY WINS 107 
JUDGMENT VS. ACTOR 


Favoring release arrangements on 
pictures made by outside producers, 
with five taken so far this season, 
and with number likely to be in- 
creased for 1939-40, plus possibility 
of English-mades, Paramount -may 
reduce the number of features to be 
turned out in Hollywood by itself 
next season to the lowest number in 
history, 

The possibilities for English- 
mades is for six to eight features 
during 1939-40, with more positive 
plans to be set by Adolph Zukor and 
David E. Rose after the first of the 
year on what will be made abroad. 


Par has for release in the U. S. 
and Canada the English-produced 
‘Beachcomber’ (Mayflower Produc- 
tions), the first British-made Par has 
taken over in some time. On the 
current season (1938-39) Par to date 
has a total of four other outside- 
mades. These are ‘Little Orphan 
Annie,’ produced by John Speaks; 
‘One-third of a Nation,’ produced by 
Harold Orlob; ‘Back Door to 
Heaven,’ turned out by William K. 
Howard; and ‘Star Maker,’ to be fur- 
nished by Charles R. Rogers. Last- 
mentioned is also producing ‘Jane 
Addams.’ 


Looming for the '39-40 season, over 
and above what may be turned out 


in England, are additional features | 


from Rogers, Orlob, Howard and 
others who may have stories in 
which Par would be interested as 
distributor. Financing plans for 
three features to be made by Orlob 
during the coming year have been 
set. 


Farther ahead on production than 
ever before in history on its own 
product, Par has set releases from 
Jan. 1 through the end of May, a 
total of 26 pictures being catalogued 


to go out during this period. Of | 


this number, 18 are already finished, | 
and outlook is that the balance prom- 
ised for the current season will be | 
totally completed by April 1, so that | 
Par at that time can begin work on | 
the ’39-40 material. 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
Charles R. Rogers will produce a 
picture based on Jane Addams of 


tories, greater sales pressure is ad- 
visable, 


It is felt as well that Zukor’s world 
trip will have still another impor- 
tant purpose. Among other things 
many in distribution for Par in for- 
eign countries have never met 
Zukor. If nothing else, it is con- 
tended ‘that Par men in foreign dis- 
tribution, after sitting down with 
Zukor to discuss local problems, will 
learn much to aid the future per- 
formance of business. He will also 





Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 


actor’s film earnings for 1935. 


client’s earnings. 


Balaban, Other Par Execs 





Barney Balaban, called to Chicago 
over the weekend following the 
death of an aunt, is due back today 
(Wednesday ), 


Co., Par partners in the western part 
of the state, Montague F. Gowthorpe, 
comptroller of theatres, is also due 
back today (Wed.). 


Leon Netter returned to New York 
Monday (19) following a _ board 
meeting of North Carolina Theatres, 
Inc. (Kincey-Wilby) in Durham, 
N. C., Friday (16), 


Listen to That Fog 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

Rainstorm, first moisture in 227 
days, delayed work on two Mono- 
|gram pictures and washed away 
scenery used for westerns on Re- 
public’s back lot. Universal lost 
| shooting time as result of interfer- 
ence with electric current. 

Ventura Boulevard was tempo- 
| rarily closed and basements were 
flooded in actors’ homes in San 
_ Fernando Valley. 











 catennels Hull House. James Web- 
|ber Linn, nephew of Miss Addams, 
is coming here to work on the screen 
_play. Paramount will release. 


Roger Marchetti, attorney, won a 
judgment of $2,800 against Paul 
Cavanaugh, representing 10% of the 


Superior court ruled that an at- 
torney can charge for his legal ad- 
visory services on a basis of his 


Flitting All Over the Map 


In Beaumont, Tex., for a board 
meeting of Jefferson Amusement 


contact exhibs. 


Zukor sailed Friday (16) for Lon- 
don on the first leg of his all-inclu- 
sive survey and visit, accompanied 
by David E. Rose, appointed man- 
aging director for Paramount in Eng- 
land, succeeding John Cecil Graham, 
who resigned early in the fall. 

$150,000 a Year Stands 

Zukor went abroad with reported 
wide powers over the foreign sit- 
uation generally, including produc- 
tion, distribution and theatre opera- 
tion. He remains in the same ca- 
pacity with Par as chairman of the 
board and at the same salary of 
$150,000 yearly. It had been re- 
ported Stanton L. Griffis might be 
named board chairman since he is 
also chairman of the executive com- 
mittee and Zukor is seldom in New 

(Continued on page 47) 


Fox-W.C., Majors 


Win in Pasadena 
Restraint Action 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

U. S. District Judge Harry A. 
Holizer, in dismissing complaint of 
Colcata Corp. against Fox West Coast 
Theatres and eight major distribut- 
ing companies, ruled that complaint 
did not indicate films sought for 
plaintiff’s Colorado theatre in Pasa- 
dena came under interstate jurisdic- 
tion, and that only evidence on hand 
tended to place the pictures after 
first run in a purely intrastate status. 
status. 

Colcata complaint, filed several 
years ago by Lou Bard and asso- 
ciates, 
$1,200,000. It charged that F-WC and 
distribs discriminated against the 
Colorado in the rental of films. 

Court ruled that case, 











Last Week's Natl B.0. Compared 
Favorably with Same 37 Week; 
Stronger New Pix Augur Well 





Community Affairs 


On the heels of the influx of 
damage suits and anti-trust ac- 
tions piling up in the industry, 
one film exec observed: 

‘Picture officials used to meet 
at the luncheon table. Now 
they have open forum sessions 
in the courtroom.’ 











sought damages aggregating | 











intention to produce 
as pre-|in Hollywood next July. When get- | 
sented. was wholly within the limits | ting back to London he will start | 


UA’S 2D BEST 
YEAR LOOKS 
TO BE 38 


we 


Unofficial estimate of United 
Artists profit for 1938 reveal that the 
company will experience the second 
best year in its history. Net will not 
be as big as the record 1937. First 
half of 1938 resulted in good domestic 
and foreign returns but last two 
quarters, oddly enough, showed 
domestic receipts lower than foreign. 

Expectation is partners will split a 
$200,000 melon as their share of UA 
distribution profit. 


Montague Marks To 
Coast for New FI Co. 
Huddles with Selznick 


Montague Marks, one-time organ- 
izer of London Films and now asso- 
ciated with Douglas Fairbanks in the 
newly formed Fairbanks - Interna- 
tional Pictures, arrived from London 
last week and left promptly for the 
Coast to see United Artists officials 
and others concerned with the new 
enterprise. 


‘The Californian,’ first of the three 
films scheduled, will be made on the 
Selznick lot in Culver City. Marks 
and David O. Selznick will discuss 
extent to which Selznick Interna- 
tional will participate in the Fair- 
banks program, 


Add RKO Postponements: 
Latest Date Now, Dec. 29 


Confirmation of the RKO reorgan- 
ization plan was again put over Fri- 
day (16) by N. Y. Federal Judge 
William Bondy until Dec. 29, Hamil- 
ton C. Rickaby, counsel for the Atlas 
Corp., chief sponsor of the plan, 
made a formal request for the post- 
ponement. He later explained that 
Judge Bondy had asked him to fur- 
nish him with a report concerning 
holders of certificates of the so-called 
Seligman group. 

The attorney also said that Judge 
Bondy wanted time to further ex- 
amine briefs in connection with the 
claims of John Stover, counsel for 
Ernest W. Stirn of Milwaukee, that 
the plan was unconstitutional under 
the Chandler amendment to the 
Bankruptcy Act, relating to the 
status of proxy consents. 


Korda’s Coast Quickie 


Alexander Korda, 











Artists producers, is due back in 
New York after Jan. 1. 

Decision will be made on Korda’s 
‘Pocohontas’ 


now on the! 
Coast for conferences with United 


7 





| 
| 


of California and dismissed it for | production sn “Thief of Bagdad’ im- | 


!lack of jurisdction. 


mediately, 


With last week (Dec. 9-16) show- 
ing countrywide grosses that went 
over expectations, comparing very 
favorably with the same week last 
year, in spite of generally weak 
product, operators are hopeful that 
Christmas and New Year’s business, 
based on pictures that are being re- 
leased over the holidays, will equal 
or surpass the take for the same fort- 
night in 1937. Last week’s national 
take was almost as much as the 
same stanza a year ago. although in 
later ’37 the beginnings of the reces- 
sion were starting to be felt. 

Operators are also optimistic con- 
cerning 1939, believing that after a 
long stretch of recession and re- 
habilitation, though slow, times will 
be considerably better for all indus- 
try and there will be less unemploy- 
ment than has existed this year. 
Handicapping the future, buyers 
anticipate much better product than 
was released the first seven months 
in 1938. Much of the decrease in 
grosses is attributed to the low per- 
centage of quality pictures during . 
that period. 

Among other things, operators ex- 
press the opinion that 1938 has been 
discouraging to all businesses, bring- 
ing curtailment rather than expan- 
sion, because of the intense un- 
certainty, caused in part by war 
scares, pre-election doubts, general 
conditions, and labor situation which, 
it is felt, is beginning to ease. 

Christmas-New Year releases that 
rate attention nationally include 
‘Kentucky’ (20th), ‘A Christmas 
Carol’ (M-G), ‘Artists and Models 
Abroad’ (Par), and several of pos- 
sibly good secondary strength, among 
them ‘There’s That Woman Again’ 
(Col), ‘Sweethearts’ (M-G), ‘Duke of 
West Point’ (UA), ‘Thanks for 
Everything’ (20th) and ‘Trade Winds’ 
(UA), 





Ritchie’s Coast Powwow 
Hollywood, Dec. 20, 
Bob Ritchie, Metro’s British pro- ‘ 


duction exec, is here for studio con- 
ferences. 


Will discuss schedule of future pics. i 
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RKO-Herb Wilcox Production Co. 
Aims Directly at Anglo-U. S. Marts 





RKO Radio and Herbert Wilcox 
have formed a production partner- 
ship for two to four pictures an- 
nually. Deal provides for inter- 
change of American and British 
stars, production to be at Denham 
studios. Imperator-Radio Pictures, 
Ltd., has been incorporated in Eng- 
land. 

Anna Neagle, English star of Wil- 
cox productions, is first player to be 
loaned and will begin an RKO Radio 
picture in Hollywood next month. 
Vehicle will be patterned along Me- 
tro’s ‘Yank at Oxford.’ American 
technicians will be interchanged be- 
tween here and England. 

Wilcox and Miss Neagle sailed for 
England Friday (16), latter to return 
early in January to Hollywood. Wil- 
cox starts his first picture under new 
arrangement in March. 

Ned Depinet, v.p. of RKO Radio, 
admitted that. while ‘Victoria the 
Great’ had done successful business 
abroad, results in the U.S, were not 
at all good, which is the reason ‘60 
Glorious Years,’ the second Wilcox- 
Neagle film, while released in a few 
cities in America so far, will be held 
up now and hit key spots again next 
summer when King George and 
Queen Elizabeth are expected to visit 
America. 
more timely then, when it will also 
be re-titled ‘The Lady from Wind- 
sor.’ 

Wilcox believes the new arrange- 
ment will be the necessary stimulus 
to British film industry, which is in 
a bad plight due to the fact that it 
was being buil€ on a fallacy, viz: 
quota legislation. In his opinion, this 
has practically killed the industry. in 
that country. 

He is further convinced that Brit- 
ish banks which had withdrawn 
financial support from the industry 
in that country in recent years 
would once again support production 
designed for the international mar- 
ket. Also expects other American 
companies to enter similar deals with 
=" producers, as RKO has with 

im, 


READYING FOR ACTUAL 
TRIAL OF ALLIED-B&K 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 

Attorneys for the defense in the 
suit of Allied independent theatre 
owners against Balaban & Katz and 
the major distributors last week 
filed their answer to the general bill 
of complaints. The answer was pri- 
marily a general denial of the 
charges listed by the plaintiffs, with 
specific denials of any collusion, 
conspiracy or restraint of trade. 

Lawyers now are at work in 
earnest for the actual trial which 
will get started as soon as the legal 
minds gather all their evidence and 
witnesses. Attorneys for the plaih- 
tiffs are now galloping emissaries 
around the country taking deposi- 
tions from witnesses unable to ap- 
pear personally at the trial here. 


Arliss May Make One 
Picture for 20th-Fox 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
George Arliss, due here Friday 
(23) for his annual California vaca- 
tion, may do one picture for Darryl 
Zanuck. British actor discussed the 
film with 20th-Fox exec in London 
last summer. 
While here Arliss will do two 
broadcasts on the Lux radio show. 


Annabella’s Next For 
20th-Fox in England 


Annabella,. French actress, under 
contract to 20th-Fox, who is duc in 
New York this week from South 
America, will make her next feature 
for release by 20th in England. 

Present indication. is that future 
films she makes for 20th-Fox will be 
turned out in Great-Britain. 

















Col.’s Latin Gesture 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
‘Pan-America,’ a tropical drama 
with Cary Grant in the top spot, is 
Columbia’s next bid for the South 
American trade. 
Rita Hayworth is signed for a fea- 
tured part, 


Figures picture will be | 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

Warners renewed Heinz Roem- 
held’s composer contract. 

Mary Beth Hughes inked player 
pact at Metro. 

Hal Roach picked up option on 
Tom Evans, head still cameraman. 

Warners renewed Crane Wilbur’s 
writer-director ticket. 

George Sanders penned three-pic- 
ture deal at RKO. 

Paramount lifted Joyce Matthews’ 
option. 

Hal Rosson drew a new camera- 
man ticket at Metro. 

Edward Kilroy inked new actor 
contract at Metro. 

Warners hoisted Michael Fessier’s 
option. 

Jeffrey Lynn handed new deal at 
Warners. 

Wendy Barrie signed to make 
three pictures annually for five years 
at RKO. 

Gilbert Emery signed two-picture 
player deal at RKO. 

Universal picked up David Gor- 
cey’s option. 

Alice D. G. Miller inked writer 
deal at Metro. 

Columbia signed Daniel Taradash, 
writer, 


METRO SCOUTS MANY, 
BUT TESTS ONLY FEW 


After looking over some 40 screen 
possibilities in Chicago in the last 
10 days, Al Altman, Metro’s talent 
executive in the east, has returned 
with only one definite prospect. Two 
or three other femmes may be 
screen tested after coaching and re- 
ducing. Margaret Hubbell, co- 
medienne, will be brought to New 
York by M-G for the lone test. 


Metro is screentesting’ Mary Pat- 
ton, Centerville, Mass., girl, discov- 
ered during the strawhat season. 
Bruce Fernald, from a straw hat in 
Maine, also has been placed under 
option, 

Aisla Vale, of ‘What a Life’ cast, 
was seen by Hunt Stromberg, who 
recommended-her as a possibility. 


Wesley Addy, the Fortinbras in 
the Maurice Evans production of 
‘Hamlet,’ at the St. James, New 
York, is scheduled for a screentest 
by Warners. It was set for this 
month, but was postponed because 
the actor is busy with rehearsals for 
the next Evans production, ‘Henry 
IV,’ which opens Jan. 30, 


—_—_——_.. 


Gridder’s Film Bid 
Detroit, Dec. 20. 

Bob Joselyn, an end on Wayne U’s 
past season’s grid team and hailed as 
town’s most handsome football 
player, has been approached for a 
film test. 

Coach Joe Gembis, who announced 
the bid at Wayne’s annual grid bust 
last week, produced a letter from 
John J. Hutchings, executive secre- 
tary to Sam Goldwyn. 




















Test Mildred Stanley 
Lincoln, Neb., Dec. 20. 

Mildred Stanley, girl vocalist with 
Glenn Lee’s orchestra, hopped rattler 
for Chi this week to talk a screen 
test for Metro. 

Girl is a brunet Czech, whose real 
moniker is Milota Rusa, 





Wayne Christy Attaches 
Rosco Ates; $671 Commish 


Seattle, Dec. 20. 

As a pre-Christmas token, Rosco 
Ates, the stuttering comedian, found 
an attachment on his automobile for 
$671 which Wayne Christy, former 
Chicago agent, now resident here, 
claims is due him as commission. 
Claim dates back to 1936 on some 
vaudeville bookings. 

Ates is at the Palomar this week, 
next week Vancouver, 





Columnist Series 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
Richard Dix gets the top spot in 
a series of pictures to be built 
around a newspaper columnist at 
RKO. 
Studio execs decided on the 
series after viewing a rough cut of 





‘12 Crowded Hours,’ turned in by 
director Lew Landers. 


LIONEL STANDER’S P. A. 


May Appear in Freedley’s ‘Flying 
Ginzbergs’ Later 








at the Earle, Philadelphia, week of 
Dec. 30, assisted by a couple of legit 
comedians—Solon Burry and John 
Corey. 

Stander will probably do a part in 
Vinton Freedley’s play, “The Flying 
Ginzbergs,’ providing another promi- 
nent player is cast, as the role for 
Stander is a No. 2 assignment, al- 
though he favors it. 





4-COLOR PIX AT 
LOW COST 


_ Hollywood, Dec. 20. 








Slated for construction early next 
year by the Telco corporation of 
|New York is a $1,000,000 film devel- 
lopment plant in San Fernando val- 
‘ley, designed to make four-color 
films available at a cost slightly 
above black and white. Plans call 
for two units, each capable of de- 
veloping 500,000 feet of film per day. 


Telco is a closed corporation, all 
stock owned by members of the 
board and banks. Robert Hoyt, in- 
ventor of the new process, is presi- 
dent; Oscar E. Dooley of Miami, 
chairman of the board, and Leon 
Ungar of Hollywood, secretary. 


Hoyt, former newsreel cameraman 
for Universal, obtained final patents 
on the_process recenfly after four 
years of experiment, the last two of 
which were in Telco’s lab in Holly- 
wood. First picture made under fhe 
Hoyt system is ‘Winds of the Waste- 
land,’ a full-length western, shot 
completely in color at a cost ap- 
proximately 10% more than the 
average black and white. It is now 
being cut by Al Lane, former Mono- 
gram producer. 


New color film has an added ad- 
vantage, it is claimed, of not requir- 
ing a special ..projection machine. 
Hoyt contends any small theatre us- 
ing standard equipment can handle 
the picture. Major studios are in- 
terested in the new process, on the 
theory that if it lives up to its prom- 
ises it may revolutionize color in 
the industry. 


NATIONAL SALES MEET 
NEXT SPRING FOR 20TH 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

Twentieth-Fox will hold a national 
sales convention this spring in place 
of the regional sessions last year, ac- 
cording to Herman Wobber, general 
sales chief, who left for New York 
yesterday (Monday) after a week of 
huddles, 


Site of convention is still to be de- 
cided. 


U Shifts Into Neutral 
Until New Year Dawns 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
No more new pictures until after 
the holidays is the edict of Cliff 
Work at Universal, who held up the 
launching of ‘Bad Company,’ orig- 
inally set for yesterday (Mon.), un- 
til Jan. 3. 


Christmas lull means that Bing 
Crosby’s starrer, ‘East Side of 
Heaven,’ will not get the gun until 
Jan. 9. Jackie Cooper picture, 
‘Brown of Culver,’ has been set back 
to February. 

Title role in ‘Big Town Czar,’ a 
gangster story at U, goes to Barton 
MacLane. Ed Sullivan wrote the 
original and Arthur T. Horman is 
doing the screen play. 


Making Short of It 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

Production of shorts at Metro is 
farther ahead of schedule this year 
than at any other period in the his- 
tory of the studio, according to Jack 
Chertok, supervising that depart- 
ment, 

More than half the 1938-39 pro- 
gram of 65 featurettes and 15 car- 
toons has been completed, and heavy 
production is slated for January. 





























Lionel Stander is doing a personal 


TELCO CLAIMS 


| to travel with those other trunks! 
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Lefty’s Old Trunk Does a Hamlet; - 
Soliloquy on Their doth Xmas 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal., Dec. 20, 








Dear Joe: : 

While helping Aggie trim the tree for Christmas I went to the attic to 
look for something, I didn’t know exactly what, but I find that an attic is 
a great place to look for something especially if you’re not sure what you’re 
looking for. Well, what I'm getting at, is that I happened to find a quart 
bottle of rye stuck in the rafters. How I ever come to look at the exact 
spot it was in, I don’t know, but I do know I opened it and took a few 
swigs while sitting on my old Taylor trunk. I didn’t want Aggie to see 
me nippin’ because she claims she gets nervous when.I get up on the lad- 
der to trim the tree. I sort of do a Bert Melrose on it, you know, sway to 
and fro, and Aggie can’t do her share of hanging the popcorn and glass 
balls on account of worryin’ about me. So that’s why I went up in the attic 
to look for something. I musta looked kinda lonesome up there alone be- 
cduse after a few swigs of that rye my old Taylor trunk started gabbing 
to me— 

‘Well, Lefty, here we are spending our 25th Christmas together. I will 
never forget the time when you walked into the store and first saw me. 
You opened me up, admired my blue linen tray, you thumped me to see 
if I was strong, you locked and unlocked me...And when the salesman 
told you how much I cost, I will never forget the disappointed look that 
came into your eyes. Because in those days you didn’t have much dough. 
Then you came back two weeks later, you looked a little thin. I didn’t 
know then that you cut down on your eatin’ and drinkin’ so you could buy 
me. And how proud you were when I was delivered tc your boardin’ house 
with big white letters painted on me, LEFTY O’CONNOR...THEATRE. 

‘In those days you didn’t have much to pack me with, just a few shirts 
and collars, your dancing shoes, a couple of pair of baggy pants, some 
funny hats and your makeup box. You even stuck a few bricks in me to 
make me feel heavier so people wouldn't think you didn’t have anything 
in me. 

‘And do you remember when you pasted the lid of my tray with pic- 
tures of your pals cut out from their letterheads? You only pasted in the 
standard acts. How proud you were when I was delivered to the theatre. 
How you bawled out the property man for banging me around; you looked 
me over to see if I had any scratches. Week after week we traveled; I 
kinda brought you luck. Many a time I stayed behind in hotels until you 
sent dough to bail me out. I waited at depots, stayed out in the rain and 
snow and never warped on you once, I'll never forget the time you lost 
your keys in Bird Eye, Ind., and you opened me up with a chisel. 


That Red-Head From the Flash Act 


‘Then you met that red-head from the flash act, and you put some of her 
stuff in me, ‘to save her excess,’ you said. She wasn’t a bad scout but had 
an awful temper. Remember the time vou had an argument with her and 
you threw out her clothes in the hall? After that all I carried of hers were 
the letters she sent you. Then in Oklahoma City you met Aggie, and boy 
did you fall for her. You'd put her letters in that special spot in the side 
of my tray, right next to your clean shirts. I used to like to see you come 
into the dressing room an hour or so before the’show, sit down in front of 
me and open me up and start reading through those old love letters. Aggie 
thought you were a swell guy then and still does. I'll never forget the 
day she sent you a special delivery letter telling you she was coming on 
to marry you. Boy were you happy, and the hours you spent looking 
through me and tearing up the red-head’s letters and pictures and mak- 
ing sure there was nothin’ in me.that would start any future arguments. 

‘Then Aggie came and you made me carry a double load, because all 
Aggie had was a paper keystér. If she ever was caught in a rain with it all 
she’d have left would be the handle. You started carryin’ an iron, so she 
could. do your laundry and some cooking utensils to make coffee in the 
morning. I liked Aggie’s dresses and underwear. I liked the smell of the 
violet sache she’d put between the things, it made "em smell so nice and 
fresh. ..not like your sweat shirt. And she packed me better than you did. 
Yeh, Lefty, we sure had some great times together. The biggest fright you 
gave me was when you packed two quart bottles of Scotch in me and when 
the customs man at the Canadian border stuck his hands in the bottom 
he just missed ’em by a few inches...and what a sigh of relief we both 
gave. It was Christmas night and you surprised Aggie when she came into 
the dressing room. You had a small Christmas tree on me, and you had 
me all covered with red tissue paper and fake snow. Gee, was she happy! 

‘And when you and Aggie got into the dough you bought her a ward- 
robe trunk and kinda gave me the air. You just let me carry the stage 
stuff, but I will give you credit for saying to Aggie, ‘I can’t get rid of the 
little feller, we started together, he’s lucky to me.’ I will never forget the 
time you forgot to tip that property man at Davenport and he let me fall 
a whole flight of stairs and the shock broke my lock and I burst open. 
You tied a rope around me, to make the next town. How ashamed I was 
I felt*like an immigrant! You know, 
Lefty, a trunk with a rope around it is like an old actor without an over- 
coat in winter. There are some people that don’t respect old age in humans, 
so you know what they must think of an old trunk with rope around it. 

Just a Museum Piece, But - - - 

‘The time you bought another wardrobe trunk, I knew my days were 
numbered. I didn’t blame you much, I was gettin’ sort of old-fashioned 
and the younger actors would laugh when they saw me. And so the next 
season you left me at Mother Howard’s, filled with old gag books, writeups, 
your first pair of clog shoes, programs, bills, letters, music and odds and 
ends that the other two trunks were too proud to carry. Now you got me 
in the attic, Lefty, and I get kinda lonesome but it makes me feel good 
when you come up every once in a while and look through me. I like to 
see your eyes light up when you run across something that brings back 
memories to you. I like you when you bring up Junior, and when the kid 
sees you rummaging through me he sez, ‘What's dat, Daddy?’ And you 
stick on a red nose and your old wig and your clog shoes and do a few 
steps for him, and he laughs and tries to imitate you. How you hugged 
and kissed him and sed, ‘Son, I hope some day you'll grow up to be the 
greatest song and dance man in the world...and you can start out with 
that little trunk there the way I did.’ 

‘And so, here I stay, Lefty, filled with grand memories, memories of the 
time you lied about my weight to the baggagemen to save excess. How 
happy you were when you stuck that Orpheum Circuit label on me. Then 
the Keith-Albee Circuit label. The time you got a sticker from the Astor 
Hotel, was I proud. I knew you didn’t stop there, but I wasn’t saying any- 
thing! How did I know if the swell stickers the other trunks had on were 
true? So I just stood there and kept my lid closed. Yep, Lefty, this is our 
25th Christmas together, and I want to thank you for not turning me in 
for a new trunk. Just let me stick around. I don’t take up much room 
and I may come in handy. I want to wish you and Aggie and the kid a 
Merry Christmas. Troupers like you deserve a hunk of happiness after 
dishing out so much to others. And remember, Lefty, if the time ever 
comes that you gotta go back troupin’, just put a coat of varnish on me, 
give me some new corner irons, and I'll be good for a once-around route, 
with small jumps. Merry Christmas Lefty...look out your falling...!’ 

And the funny part of it, Joe I was falling and just woke up in time. 
That bottle of rye was okay. When it can make a trunk talk you can 
imagine what it did to me. I went downstairs and Aggie had the tree all 
trimmed...she kissed me...looked funny at me...but it’s just before 
Christmas...and she forgave me the same she has done on every other 
holiday...Merry Xmas, Joe, and may the boys and girls back there get a 
long route on the Contentment Circuit, sez 

Your Pal, 


P.S.—There is no p.s. THIS week. Lefty. 
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STUDIOS ON 44-HR. WEEK . 





At Least One Anti-Block Bill Due 
In Congress; Other Legislation 





While a stalemate is expected to de- 
velop in the Congressional session 
opening next month as far as legis- 
lation is concerned, the latest check 
by industry officials indicates at least 
one measure directed against block- 
booking will be introduced in the 
next Congress. 

There probably will be a new 
Neely measure incorporating the 
best points of the old bill and pos- 
sibly legislation patterned after the 
old Pettengill block-booking plan, 
but both will have to be re-intro- 
duced, Pettengill is not returning to 
Congress and the old Neely plan has 
beep wiped off the slate because it 
failed to pass in the House last ses- 
sion. 

Present sentiment in the new 
Congress is understood to be stronger 
than ever in favor of some legisla- 
tion directed against the picture 
business. 





Now Frown on Divorcement 
Columbus, Dec. 20. 

Peculiar situation has developed 
regarding theatre divorcement in 
Ohio and several other states where 
independent circuits are usually 
strong. Some independent exhibitors, 
not affiliated with the indie chains, 
are bitter over the proposed divorce- 
ment setup, their fears apparently 
are based on the belief that if they 
have plenty of difficulty bucking 
present independent circuit opera- 
tions, even fiercer competition will 
result when affiliated circuits turn 
indie, through divorcement legisla- 
tion. 

Despite these exceptions in one or 
two states, the drive for theatre di- 
vorcement continues unabated with 
independent exhibitors making the 
loudest demands for cutting away 
present affiliated operations from the 
parent film companies. Industry 
leaders admit that theatre divorce- 
ment already has ready-made sup- 
port from the public and in newspa- 
pers. Some claim it is likely to prove 
more powerful in the forthcoming 
session of Congress than any ex- 
pensive lobby. 

Right now, of course, theatre di- 
vorcement as an actuality depends 
on what action the U. S. Supreme 
Court takes on the appeal from the 
North Dakota law. 

Divorcement of the theatres will 
prevent any interlocking director- 
ates, unless given special permission 
by the Government, which is not 
likely. However, there is nothing 
to prevent stockholders in the pic- 
ture company also from holding 
common stock in the partitioned cir- 
cuits, or benefiting from any profits 
shown by the indie theatre circuit, 
through dividends declared. 





Minn. Urges Bill 
Minneapolis, Dec. 20. 

Northwest Allied States is urging 
Governor-elect Harold Stassen to in- 
corporate into his inaugural message 
to the state legislature a declaration 
in favor of a Minnesota theatre 
divorcement law, similar to the 
North Dakota measure which a Fed- 
eral court tribunal adjudged con- 
stitutional. 

Northwest Allied is sponsoring the 
proposed Minnesota theatre divorce- 
ment law which would compel the 
Paramount circuit to divest itself of 
85 showhouses. 


Thomas’ Rah-Rah Encore 


Hollywood, Deé. 20. 
Bill Thomas has been assigned by 
Paramount to produce a series of 
collegiate features. : 
Moved prompted by what ‘Campus 
Confessions,’ a short-budgeter which 
he made last summer, did at the b.o. 











Freeman, Jr., Learning 
Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
Y. Frank Freeman, Jr., takes a 
minor post next month at Paramount 
to learn the picture biz. 
He's the son of Par’s new home 
oftice rep at the studio. 


Not All Puff ’n’ Praise 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

Metro bought two stories from 
members of its publicity department, 
one for Wallace Beery and the other 
for Mickey Rooney. 

Writers are Ralph Wheelwright, 
who authored ‘Thunder Afloat’ in 
collaboration with Commander Har- 
vey Haislip, and Guy Fowler, who 
penned ‘Copy Boy.’ 


Casey East On 
AFM's Theatre 


Music Demands 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 


Pat Casey is en route east to con- 
fer with major film company execs 
in the home offices prior to a parley 
with Joseph N. Weber, AFM prexy, 
on the latter’s demand that orches- 
tras be put back in all first-run the- 
atres. 

The move was initialed several 
months ago but temporarily side- 
tracked when film studios agreed to 
abolish practices redubbing and limit 
the use of music libraries. 


DEARTH OF NEW 
PIX MATERIAL 


Story editors report a dearth of 
suitable screen material but are look- 


ing forward to better film properties 
in the publishers’ forthcoming spring 
catalogs. Purchases in the last four 
or five months have been negligible, 
compared to material bought in pre- 
vious years. 

Few stories or plays are being 
bought abroad this year. Metro was 
a heavy buyer of European play 
material last year, but this has 
dropped off considerably. 

The legitimate theatre likewise has 
failed to provide picture producers 
with much screen material. Of the 
last 11 plays bought by film com- 
panies, either from this season’s list 
or last, only four are considered suc- 
cesses. Metro is the outstanding pur- 
chaser of topflight stories and plays, 
having such properties as ‘I Married 
An Angel,’ ‘On Borrowed Time,’ and 
‘The Women.’ Plays bought by other 
producers were ‘What a Life,’ ‘One 
Third of a Nation,’ ‘Howdy Stranger,’ 
‘Golden Boy,’ ‘Come Across,’ ‘George 
and Margaret,’ ‘30 Days Hath Sep- 
tember’ and ‘Babes in Arms.’ 




















Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 

Screen rights to ‘The Parish 
Priest,’ by the late Dan Hart, author- 
playwright and four times mayor of 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. have reportedly 
been acquired by U. L. DiGhilini. 

Hollywood coin-man was recently 
in Philly huddling with James 
Jennings, who represents Hart’s fam- 
ily. 





Ritzes’ Personals 


The Ritz Bros. will be reunited 
again this week when Al and Harry 
arr:ve trom the Coast today (Wed.). 
Jimmy Ritz, accompanied by his 
wife, the former Ruth Hilliard, has 
been in N. Y. a week or s0, visiting. 

The Ritzes have finished “Three 
Musketeers’ for 20th-Fox and siart 
two weeks of personal appearances 
at the Earle, Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 
Due back on the Coast Jan. 9 for 








another film. 
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LABOR CONTR A175 H'wood Film Royalty Must Shift For 





ARE NOT AFFECTED: 


Artists, Execs Outside Pale! 
of Provisions on Wages, | 
Hours — Status of 12,000| 


Craftsmen Studied by Pat 
Casey 





———- 


LOCATION RUB 


Holiywood, Dec. 20. 

Motion picture studios put the 44- 
hour week system into operation 
yesterday (Monday) to conform with 
the new Federal wage-hour act. New 
plan, adopted at a meeting of studio 
managers and attorneys, affects all 
workers not specifically exempt 
under the law, or not employed 
under labor contracts which pre- 
scribe some other method. 


Because of varying conditions in 
different spots, the new time scale 
will go into effect on a progressive 
basis, and will be placed in complete 
operation as soon as possible. It will 
not apply to executives, administra- 
tors, professional employees, artists 
and various others now employed 
under labor contracts. To give the 
workers a better understanding of 
the law and its operation, explana- 
tions will be placed in pay envelopes 
next week. 

Meanwhile Pat Casey is holding 
negotiations to straighten out wage 
and hour difficulties involving 12,000 
craftsmen. One of the biggest prob- 
lems to be worked out is the applica- 
tion of the law to men employed on 
location. If men are dismissed after 
44 hours, the studios will face the 
payment of transportation for two 
men in each case, with travel time to 
and from the location. 

Regularly employed members of 
Projectionists’ local, 150, International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployes, will have to take a one-week 
vacation each year, unless they have 
been incapacitated for three weeks 
or more during that year. That was 
the substance of a _ constitutional 
amendment voted at the annual 
election. 

Producers vetoed a separate work- 
ing agreement with extras if Cinema 
Players, Inc., succeeds in its current 
move to withdraw Class B members 
from the Screen Actors Guild. Latter 
organization has a petition pending 
before the National Labor Relations 
Board for certification as bargaining 
representative for the extras. Be- 
cause of the crowded NLRB calendar 
it may be more than a year before a 
decision can be reached. 

Kenneth Thomson, SAG executive 
secretary, and other actor leaders de- 
clare the studio executives are ready 
to stand on the present Producer- 
SAG agreement. Pact provides for a 
closed shop for extras, and for wage 
scales and working conditions for 
Class B members, as well as for stars 
and featured players. 

Tops in CP insist they will press 
their demand for certification, and 
will carry the fight into the courts if 
necessary. 





No Significant Amus. 


Washington, Dec. 20. 


No significant stock maneuvers by 
film company insiders revealed this 
week in latest Securities & Ex- 
change Commission report on offi- 
cers and directors. 

Semi-monthly statement revealed 
Mabel M. Malone of New York some 
time back unloaded her 55 shares of 
Pathe Film common, but hung on to 
a single share of preferred, while 
Abe Schneider, Columbia Picts 
treasurer, in September gained via 
declaration of dividends two Col. 
Pics. voting trust certificates; giving 
him 102 in all. 

Harold Saxe of New York, newly- 
designated officer of Educational 
Pictures, was disclosed to have no 





financial stake in the company. 


Stock Moves Via S.E.C. 





Itseli Now; Motorcycle Escorts Out 


Too Real for Reels 





Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
Metro’s ‘Four Girls in White’ 
calls for a flood scene but Mon- 
day’s (19) downpour washed 
out the carpenters who were 
building the set. 
Phony deluge will be poured 
when the back lot dries out. 


Film Drive Ends — 
Dec. 31; Abandon | 
RKO Headatrs. 


Motion Pictures Are Your Best En- 
tertainment headquarters shutters as 
of Dec. 31. Although the ‘Silver 
Jubilee’ idea for the 50th anniversary 
of films has not been abandoned, ac- 
tual decision on the exact form the 
anniversary year is to take and how 
the campaign is to be carried on will 
not be made until early next year. 

Present plan is to proceed care- 
fully in outlining the ‘Silver Jubilee,’ 
thereby avoiding the pitfalls encoun- 
tered in the Greatest Picture Year 
drive. There is small chance of a 
central information bureau on film 
matters being set up, opinion in the 
trade being that the industry already 
has such in the public relations divi- 
sion of the Motion Picture Producers 
& Distributors Ass’n, and any such 
bureau would virtually duplicate this 
department. 

Harold B. Franklin, reported pay- 
rolled at $500 per week, and working 
with a skeleton staff of four, also 
concludes on Dec. 31. During the 
peak of the general campaign and 
Movie Quiz, some 35-40 people were 
employed and the weekly payroll 
ran as high as $3,000. Temporary 
quarters in the RKO building are 
being given up. 

Warnings have been sent out from 
headquarters of the campaign telling 
exhibitors to be sure to have their 
entries in the Movie Quiz contest 
postmarked not later than Dec. 31, 
1938, in order to be eligible to share 
in the $250,000 prize money. 

















Pix No Longer a Luxury, 
Neb. Gov. Assures Exhibs 


Lincoln, Dec. 20. 

Classing of motion pictures, cigar- 
ets and tobacco as no longer luxuries 
but necessities in every day life. 
Governor Cochran took a load off 
Nebraska showmen this week when 
he met with a delegation of exchange 
men and exhibs here. Show biz was 
powerful in backing his third term 
run on the ‘white spot’ ticket, which 
stood against old age pensions, new 
taxes, etc. 

Said he could see no good in tax- 
ing flickers, because they were the 
poor man’s relaxation, contributing 
a great deal to his education, bet- 
terment of living stands, as well as 
his entertainment. 

Bob Livingston, film lobbyist and 
manager of the Capitol theatre here, 
|;m.c.d the affair, calling for blab 
ifrom Charles Williams, MPTOA 
| leader in Nebraska; Ted Mendenhall, 
| Par exchanger speaking for the dis- 
tribs; Sam Epstein, nabe house op- 
| erator; Max G. Towle, county at- 
| torney; and Ralph Blank, for Tri- 
| States, the biggest exhib-distrib part- 
|ner in Nebraska (A. H. Blank-Par). 











BANG-UP START 
Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
Edward Kaufman’s first job as as- 
sociate producer under the Sol 
Wurtzel banner at 20th-Fox is ‘The 


Big Drum,’ due to start early next 
month. 








John Larkin, author of the original 
newspaper drama, is doing the script. ; 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

Motion picture royalty is shorn of 
its Royal Guard. Those motorcycle 
police escorts with screaming sirens 
no longer convoy notables to and 
from the studios. Hollywood biggies 
were told to do their own policing 
at the first meeting of the new Los 
Angeles police commission. 

From now on, city cops are re- 
stricted to city copping—not per- 
forming as atmosphere for Holly- 
wood social and theatre functions. 
Nor will they be assigned to flag 
down motor traffic while studio com- 
panies are working on location. 

Even the hoss races, where film 
folks gather, are hit by the new re- 
stuiction. City police assigned to the 
Santa Anita track, outside the city 
limits, have been called off the job. 
Hereafter the hayburners will run 
with county police protection. 

Understood the annual Police 
Show, largely supported by the film 
colony, is officially defunct. It was 
the annual event that brought pic- 
ture people and police together like 
old palsie-walsies. The divorce is 
complete, socially and otherwise. 


NABE MAY SPLIT 
UP NW ALLIED 


Minneapolis, Dec. 20. 

Failure of Northwest Allied States 
to take action to stop the Paradise, 
neighborhood house owned by its 
president, W. A. Stefies, and Bennie 
Berger, from buying Metro first-runs 
among the independents, and show- 
ing the films at a lower matinee ad- 
mission than competing houses hav- 
ing later clearance, still threatens to 
disrupt the organization. Several of 
the ‘more important’ members, own- 
ers of de luxe neighborhood houses, 
have declared they'll withdraw after 
the first of the new year. A loss of 
a number of members is feared. 

Steffes says that Berger is in com- 
plete charge of the Paradise opera- 
tions and that he, Steffes, has no con- 
trol over his partner. He also de- 
clares that Northwest Allied cannot 
dictate sales policies or prices to dis- 
tributors. 

On its part, M-G is denying that it 
has decided next season to sell ‘runs’ 
entirely, instead of basing its rentals 
anc clearance on admission charged 
and the theatres’ importance. The 
exhibitors angry over the Paradise 
situation declare it’s paving the way 
for cut-throat competitive bidding 
among the independents for product 
and prior clearance and will have 
the effect of boosting film rentals 
subscantially. 


Jean Sablon No Like RKO 
Role, Walks on ‘Castles’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
Jean Sablon ankled off ‘The 
Castles’ set at RKO Monday (19) due 
to dissatisfaction with the part 
handed him. 
Studio planned a Chevalier build 
for the French songster. 


Laurie’s Metro Film 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
Joe Laurie, Jr., is at Metro to work 
on a treatment ‘Babes in Arms’ for 
Mervyn LeRoy production. 
He continues as chief comedy 
writer for Al Jolson’s airshow. 


Taylor’s Puck-Pusher 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

Robert Taylor gets the star spot 
in ‘Hands Across the Border.’ a 
hockey yarn to be produced by Sam 
Zimbalist at Metro. 

Lawrence Stallings, Harvey Hais- 
lip and Harold Shumate are winding 
ap the script job.’ 
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Philly Judge Pans Pennsy Laws 


On Theatre Games 
N. Y. Exhibs Move 


as ‘Ridiculous’; 


to Curb Giveaways 








Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 


Small-scale return of games and| Canal, Apollo, Astoria, Century, Bur- 
similar gimmicks to Philly houses | land, 
may follow the action of a municipal | Road, Commodore, Fairmount, 


court judge last Wednesday (14) in 


ordering the acquittal of two exhibs | Kings, 
on a charge of conducting ‘Quizo’ | National, 


games in their house 


Inasmuch as there has never been | Oriental, 
a conviction on criminal charges, 


here of exhibs accused of running 
games in their theatres, there is con- 
siderable talk by operators of in- 
augurating the games again and just 
taking a chance on being arrested. 
Acquittal is practically certain. Pos- 
sibility of exhibs taking such action 
looms particularly large at this time, 
with grosses off badly and any pos- 
sible hypo needed. 

Judge Eugene C 
dering the acquittal of Nat Abelove, 
manager of the Ritz, 
Shrier, 
sailed the State’s lottery 
‘ridiculous.’ 


selves arrested in order to get a trial 
in criminal court on the ‘Quizo’ 
charge. Abelove is brother-in-law of 
Dave Barrist, operator of the Qual- 
ity Premium Co., distribs of the 
game, which has already been de- 
clared illegal in civil action. 

‘The spirit of chance,’ Judge Bon- 
niwell said, ‘is in every red-blooded 
man and woman and they will con- 
tinue to gamble whether it is legal 
or illegal. Trouble is that one-half 
of the people have to play bingo or 
similar games, while others in better 
circumstances play the stock market 
and are called financiers. 

‘The average church today oper- 
ates a lottery and is blinked at, but 
if some obscure person plays.a simi- 
lar game he is classified as a com- 
mon gambler. The whole thing is 
ridiculous. I cannot conceive that 
the law intended.to apply to reputa- 
ble people who play a game of 
chance unaccompanied by disreputa- 
ble surroundings or disorderly con- 
duct.’ 

The Switch 

Premiums have been growing so 
here recently that standing gag in 
the territory is that film exchanges 
are no longer asking preferred play- 
ing time for their product. 

Request now is that their pictures 
be given ‘preferred premium time.’ 

Dishes, which had practically 
faded from the Philly theatre scene 
with the heyday of games about a 
year ago, have reached new heights 
in this territory as b.o. builders. 
Warner Bros., which went into them 
when pushed by competing indies 
in South Philly about a month ago, 
have added the crockery in many of 
their better houses and results are 
reported astonishingly good. This 
is particularly true in locations 
where premiums have never before 
been used, as the giveaways usually 
reach the end of their tether of use- 
fulness in about three years. 





33 N. Y. Houses Still Use ’Em 
New York, Dec. 20. 

Although a committee of inde- 
pendent and affiliated circuit repre- 
sentatives has been named to work 
out a feasible plan for the elimina- 
tion of so-called audience contest 
games and cash prize distributions in 
New York City, in the meantime so- 
called games in which an element of 
chance is involved continue un- 
abated. Check showed that about 33 
theatres employed at least one such 
contest in their houses Monday and 
Tuesday of this week. 

New York exhibitor committee 
consists of Walter Reade, David 
Weinstock, Sam Seelan, Abe Shenk, 
Cc. C. Moskowitz, J. J. O’Connor and 
Max Cohen. Hope is expressed that 
some workable plan may be formu- 
lated so that chance games can be 
eliminated. 

Unofficially, present drive of in- 
die exhibitors to call it quits on the 
so-called more expensive cash con- 
test games presents amusing features 
as viewed by many circuit operators, 
who, for months, resisted the trend 
towards the money-giving stunts. 
Many of these waited until competi- 
tion from numerous smaller houses 
became so fierce that they had to get 
into the swim in order to hold 
patronage. 

Following is a list of theatres 
playing one single cash-contest game 
Monday and Tuesday of this week, 

List does not take in innumerable 
smaller houses or other theatres us- 





Bonniwell, in or- | screwy plans and ideas, 


and Alfred | 
his assistant, caustically as- | 
laws as| 
Abelove and Shrier last | 





ing different games: Avenue B, 


Broadway, Bedford-Boston 
Els- 
mere, 42nd Street, Gates, Inwood, 


Walks 
svaCiva, 


inant 


T wat 
iaintoin, 


Vernon 
AVAL, 





Palace, Paradise, Spooner, 
Valencia, Victory, 175th Street, 
Pitkin, Warwick, Plaza, 





Jit Goes Long Way 





Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Film house on Main street 
sets a new high (or low) in pic- 
ture bargains. 
Come-on proclaims ‘Five Fea- 
ture Films for Five Cents.’ 











French ‘Puritan’ Pic 








CDU UNION’S DRIVE 
AROUND EASTERN U.S. 


Drive of the Cashier, Doormen and 
Ushers’ union in the eastern sector 
of the United States is going forward 
slowly but shows signs of progress. 
Most activity is in Brooklyn, 

CDU union has finished a survey 
of working conditions from Albany 
to New York, down through Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut and most of 








Nixed by N. Y. Censors, 
ACLU Files Appeal 


New York state censor board ban | 
on ‘The Puritan,’ French film based 
|on Liam O’Flaherty’s story, has been | 





Prospect, Post Road, Woodside and | |appealed to the state board of re- | 


Yonkers. 





Chi Getting Tired, Too 
Chicago, Dec. 20. 
Giveaways in this territory indi- | 
cate that they have reached the point | 


of diminishing returns. 


Theatres, 
giveaways 
months, 


in a wild scramble for 
during the past few 
have gone overhead in 
evidencing 
that they are about running short 
of: giveaway schemes sufficiently 
strong to attract coin. 

Example of the type of gifting ex- 
hibs have gone to around here is 


Adelphi, in a conservative home sec- 
tion. In addition to double feature, 
the Adelphi gave a large dinner 
serving plate to all femmes, at 25c 
admission. And to top it off, served 
the ladies with a sandwich and cof- | 
fee, gratis, with each plate. 

While Allied as an organization 
has taken no official cognizance of 
the situation, the members among 
themselves seem -agreed that they 
have gone as far as they can go in 
the direction of gifting patronage, 
and indications are that the theatres 
will be on the road back to show 
business within the next few weeks. 





Banke Raids in Wis. 
Minneapolis, Dec. 20. 

With theatre ‘Bank Night’ desig- 
nated by Circuit Judge Robert F. 
Cowie along with slot machines, 
poker and roulette as ‘open com- 
mercialized gambling,’ William 
Freise, manager of the Rivoli, La 
Crosse, Wis, was arrested and re- 
leased under $500 bail pending a 
trial on charges on conducting a 
lottery. 

As. result of Judge Cowie’s blast, 
District Attorney William H. Steven- 
son had the two La Crosse theatres, 
the Rivoli and Hollywood, using 
‘Bank Night,’ raided. All parapher- 
nalia was seized and the showhouses 
were ordered to cease it. 

The Hollywood complied, but at 
the Rivoli, where $3,600 was waiting 
to be drawn, Freise obtained dupli- 
cate equipment and continued with 
the drawing. Jewell Filler, an un- 
employed school teacher from a 
nearby small town, won the $3,600. 

Freise has pleaded not guilty. The 
case is expected to come to trial dur- 
ing the next fortnight. 





Hurts Scholarship 
Boston, Dec. 20. 

Brockton and Quincy, Mass. police 
authorities are clamping down on 
‘bank night’, as a result of a county 
drive by District Attorney Edmund 
R. Dewing, who blames banko and 
slot machines for a decline in schol- 
arship and discipline in public 
schools. 





Detroit’s Bingo Ban 
Detroit, Dec. 20. 

Film row here is cheered by pos- 
sibility police are actually going to 
clamp down on bigtime bingo and 
keno games, which have been dig- 
ging deep into theatre boxoffices. 
Police racket squad last week issued 
ban on lotteries parties masquarad- 
ing as bingo and keno parties, and 
sent warnings to 15 organizations 
conducting such games, 

“We don’t intend to bother legiti- 
mate parties for charitable purposes,’ 
Lieut. John McCarthy declared, ‘but 
some of these affairs are out of 
bounds. If an attempt is made to 
continue these lotteries, we'll close 
‘em ourselves.’ 





Legalize Bingo? 
Hartford, Dec. 20. 

In a letter to seven civic and re- 
ligious orders in this city, Prosecut- 
ing Attorney Benedict M. Holden, 
Jr., has advised that bingo games 
are ‘games of chance’ and are ille- 
gal and should be stopped ‘in order 
to prevent embarrassment to the 
police and prosecuting officers.’ Un- 
derstood that a bill is in preparation 
to legalize bingo under non-profes- 
sional auspices, such as church, fra- 








ternal and social organizations. Ex- 


}Union is 


gents. Civil Liberties 
supporting the appeal. 


American rights for the film are held 


American 


| by Jean Lenauer, who operates the 


| Filmarte, New York arty. Arthur 
Garfield Hays is his attorney. 


Film was shown to about 25 news- 


| paper men and others in the trade 


last Friday (16), following which 
all but three of those present indi- 
cated their 
sorial nix. Those present were asked 
to write letters of protest to the| 
board of regents. Not known when | 
the board’s decision will be an- 


| nounced. 
summer volunteered to have them- | seen in the stunt of the northside | 


| derstood the censors banned 


| 





‘The Puritan’ 
tacking 


is described as at- 
religious fanaticism. Un- 
it on 
ithe ground that it might be taken 
|by the public as an attack on re- 
| ligion in general. In case the regents 
uphold the censor board, further le- 
gal action by Lenauer is unlikely. 


PAR SIGNS MURIEL 
ANGELUS FROM LEGIT 


At present in ‘Boys from Syracuse,’ 
Broadway legit, Muriel Angelus has 
been given a contract by Paramount. 
English singing actress, who has done 








|picture work in Britain, does not 


start for Par until ‘Syracuse’ ends its 
run. 

Also in concert and on the air 
abroad, Miss Angelus was for one 
year with British International. 


Dembow Back at Desk 


Confined to his home in West- 
chester for three weeks following a 





heart attack, Sam Dembow, Jr., has 
now returned to his desk. 
While greatly improved, the 


F. & M. vice president has been 
ordered to take it easy. 





pected to be introduced at the Gen- 
eral Assembly, which meets in Jan- 
uary. 

In his letter Holden said that if 
the various organizations are al- 
lowed to continue to conduct games 
of chance for charitable purposes 
then professional gamblers cannot be 
prevented from operating. 

State Senator Michael A. Rita of 
Hartford will sponsor a bill in the 
General Assembly, which meets in 
January, to legalize bingo if played 
for any church or charitable cause. 





Des Moines, Dec. 20. 

A petition by C. V. Kegley, asking 
the city council to cancel the licenses 
of 14 Des Moines theatres until such 
time as they agree to discontinue 
‘games.of chance and prize offerings,’ 
has been received and filed by the 
city council. 





Bingo, the Co-respondent 


Akron, O., Dec. 20. 

Bingo, the gambling game that 
gave women equality in Summit 
County gambling joints, took its 
place in the list of things that break 
up homes here. 

Thomas P. Boggs points an accus- 
ing finger at the game in his divorce 
petition against Mrs. Nellie Boggs. 
He accused her of ‘dissipating a por- 
tion of his earnings by playing 
bingo.’. This and other acts will sup- 
port his charge of neglect, the hus- 
band contends. 





No Lottery in Miss. 
Biloxi, Miss., Dec. 20. 

An effort to halt banko in Biloxi 
failed when Justice of the Peace E. 
D. Lawrence dismissed the case of 
State of Mississippi vs. M. E. Fer- 
rera, manager of the Saenger here. 
Judge Lawrence opined, ‘There hav- 
ing been no case -handed down by 
the supreme court that theatre bank 
night has proven to be a lottery, it 
is the discretion and decision of this 
court that the defendant, charged 








with advertising a bea 4 is not 
guilty.’ 


opposition to the cen- | 


New England, finding that 65% of 
cashiers, doormen and ushers were 
| being used for other duties, besides 
those for which they were hired. 
Greatest abuses uncovered in up- 
per New York and New England 


|\CDU double as candy clerks, In 
New York some help is used in the 
cloakrooms. And for relief in wash- 
rooms. Also claim evasions of the 
Wage-Hour bill on overtime. 

Fund is being set up to publicize 
the IATSE in order to change the 
present public idea of the organiza- 
tion and make it known as the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatre and 
Stage Employees rather than just as 
} a stagehands’ union. 








‘It’s On Again Between 
Hammons-Warner On GN 


Grand National Pictures Corp. and 
|Fine Arts Pictures have rejoined 
forces, following recent news of dis- 
peed which led to an announce- 





Franklyn Warner that FN had with- 
drawn from its producing obligation 
to Grand National. 

Hammons and Warner issued a 
statement yesterday (20) that a new 
contract has been signed by both 
whereby FA will continue produc- 
tion of scheduled 26 pictures for GN 
release. An additional series of six 
high-budget films will also be made 
for GN by Warner. 





Totalitarianism Gangs 
Up on One Pitt Manager 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 20. 

Gabe Rubin, manager of Art 
Cinema, foreign film site here, is 
over the Soviet-made ‘Professor 
Mamlock’ in face of permanent boy- 
cott threat made by Catholic organi- 
zation representing 250,000 members. 
Head of religious group phoned 
Rubin few days after picture opened, 
condemned it as Communistic prop- 
ganda and told operator that unless 
he yanked film the ban would be 
invoked immediately. Art Cinema 
manager, however, decided to chance 
it, taking action opposite to that of 
Barry last week when that house 
pulled ‘Fight for Peace,’ after four 
days because of similar circum- 
stances. 

Barry’s case, however, was slightly 
different. In addition to sounding 
boycott warning, Catholic groups 
also picketed house all day long. So 
far, Art Cinema hasn’t had to con- 
tend with any placard paraders out 
front. 

In past, when playing Soviet films, 
Art Cinema has heard scattered pro- 
tests about propaganda content but 
always from scattered individuals. 
This is the first time and organized 
group has ever came out flat-footed 
with boycott challenge. 

Theatre, management and ‘Mam- 
lock’ also came in for thorough lam- 
basting in Catholic press locally. Sit- 
uation leaves Art Cinema up a tree. 
With German, Italian and Polish pix 
out for obvious reasons, Rubin is 
pointing out that leaves only Russian 
and French product for him to play 
and latter is spotty here. 


To Appeal Sabbath Rap 


Cambridge, O., Dec. 20. 

Attorneys for the Cort theatre will 
appeal $50 fines imposed on manager 
Dan Gilhula and three employes on 
charge of violating an ordinance pro- 
hibiting Sunday films. 

The fines were set by Mayor 
Homer Sheppard after the defend- 
ants were found guilty in municipal 
court. The theatre opened on a 
Sunday to test the Sabbath ordi- 
nance, repeal of which was rejected 
by voters at the Nov. 8 election. 











REP READIES THREE 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
Sol Siegel signed three writers for 
as many films on the Republic lot. 
Joseph Moncure March goes to 
work on ‘Doctors Don’t Tell,’ Doris 
Malloy on ‘Lady in the News,’ and 
M. Coates Webster on an original 
Higgins Family story. 





| ing of the Hays office 
| where the potential members of the | 


HAYSITES FIRM 
ON ITALIAN 
STAND 


—_—_—_———- 


The Italian government decree, 
which becomes effective after Dec. 
31 next, on distribution of films in 
Italy was the most vital subject dis- 
cussed at the regular quarterly meet- 
yesterday 
(Tuesday) afternoon. Revealed anew 
that all major companies were pre- 





ment by Earle W. Hammons and | 


| paring to withdraw Dec. 31, picture 
executives claiming they were being 
forced out by the terms of the Italian 
decree. 

George J. Schaefer was elected to 
the board of directors to represent 
RKO in place left vacant by Leo 
Spitz. 

Directors were told of plans to 


make features for the N. Y. and 
Frisco fairs. 
Regular session adjourned until 


Jan. 4, members of board attending 
being Barney Balaban, Nate Blum- 
berg, Jack Cohn, E. W. Hammons, 
E. B. Hatrick, Will Hays, Frederick 
L. Herron, Sid Kent, Murray Silver- 
stone and Schaefer. 


OUSTER SUIT OVER FOX, 
‘DETROIT, THEATRE-BLDG 


Detroit, Dec. 20. 
Charging laxity, a petition asking 
ouster of Dave Idzal and Union 
Guardian Trust Co. as co-trustees of 








atre and building, was filed in Fed- 


eral court here last week. Judge 
Ernest O’Brien will hear the case 
this week. 

Three bondholders, represented by 
Harris W. Wienner, allege that 
trustees have failed to put into effect 
a lease agreement formulated under 
approval of Judge O’Brien on June 


15, 1937, when Colwood was re- 
organized. As result, the petition 
charges, bondholders have lost 


around $75,000 to date. 

Under the reorg plan. the newly- 
created Fox Michigan Corp., with 
the Skouras Bros. in control, was to 
operate 5,000-seat theatre under 15- 
year lease with a minimum rental of 
$125,000 yearly, plus a percentage of 
grosses over specific figure. 

It has been reported from time to 
time that Skouras would turn the 
Fox over to George W. Trendle, prez 
of United Detroit theatres (Par 
subsid), for operation. Several 
hitches developed, however, includ- 
ing the Government’s drive on thea- 
tre chains, and these have delayed 
actual leasing of the spot, either to 
Skouras or Trendle. Latter now ope- 
rates string of 15 theatres in Detroit, 
including four big downtown spots. 

Trendle’s Michigan, long a vaud- 
film rival of the Fox, now managed 
by Idzal, has been on dual film policy 
for past six months. It’s believed 
that, in event Trendle gets Fox, 
only one of two vaudfilmers would 
be run as such, with fleshless one tak- 
ing the pick of pooled flickers. 


‘Marshal Ney’ Book 
In $250,000 M-G Suit 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 20. 

Legette Blythe, reporter on the 
Charlotte (N. C.) Observer, filed suit 
for $250,000 in Federal court here 
against Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and 
Loew’s, Inc., charging that a picture 
dealing with the life of Marshal Ney, 
entitled ‘The Bravest of the Brave,” 
was a ‘steal’ of Blythe’s ‘Marshal 
Ney: A Dual Life.’ Blythe sets forth 
in his complaint that he spent four 
years prior to Jan. 15, 1937, writing 
the book, and that the work con- 
tained a large amount of material 
wholly original with the plaintiff. 

Blythe also alleges that in April 
of last year the book was submit- 
ted to the defendants, and was read 
by its directors, agents and em- 
ployees, and was in possession of the 
defendants at the time the picture, 
‘Bravest of the Brave’ was produced 
by them. 

The Blythe book, published in the 
U. S. and England, deals with Ney’s 
life as a marshal under Napoleon in 
France and the supposition that he 
came to America and became a 











North Carolina schoolmaster. 


the Colwood Co., owner of Fox the-— 
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QUTLOOK LUM 
FOR QUICK OX 


No Acceptances by Any of 
the Trade Bodies —Sev- 
eral Rejected or Attacked 
the First Draft—Parleys 
After Jan. 1 to Reframe 
Language, Etc. 








EXHIBS TO ACT 





The outlook being gloomy for 
early ratification of a trade practices 
program, following several rejections 
and attacks but no acceptances, ses- 
sions of attorneys for both sides will 
probably be held after the holidays 
to discuss the legal language of the 
first draft, certain objections to the 
language used, and other phases or 
changes that may be demanded. This 
will no doubt be the next step rather 
than discussion as to the basic prin- 
ciples of the draft, it is indicated by 
W. F. Rodgers, general sales manager 
of Metro, who is spokesman for the 
distributor group. 

Returning from the Coast Monday 
(19), Rodgers stated no meetings 
among distributors or their attor- 
neys have been set and probably 
wouldn’t be until after the holidays. 
By that time all of the 10 independ- 
ent exhibitor organizations which 
were furnished drafts of the first 
trade practice program worked out 
should have given their answers. 
Allied States Assn. may delay its 
official answer until Jan. 15 when it 
holds its annual convention. 

Will Try for Changes 

Rodgers indicated that it was 
more likely that the attorneys for 
distributors, as well as for the vari- 
ous exhibitor organizations, would 
huddle next on the trade practice 
draft, rather than the distribs them- 
selves. There may be meetings, how- 
ever, among the distribs, while if it 
is seemingly impossible to effect 
satisfactory changes in the proposals 
made through counsel, the distrib 
committee may have to negotiate 
certain points all over again with the 
exhib committees. This would 
necessitate the calling to New York 
of the negotiating committees of the 
various indie groups involved. 

Pending any early anticipated an- 
swer from the two large national 
exhibitor bodies, Allied and the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America, the initial trade practice 
draft submitted to the 10 organiza- 
tions, has been rejected by three 
localized units. These are the In- 
dependent Theatre Owners of South- 
ern California; the Independent The- 
atre Owners Assn. of New York, and 
the Theatre Owners & Managers of 
the Rocky Mountain Region, Inc. All 
flatly rejected the first draft sent 
them. 

The ITOA of: N. Y. took particular 
exception to the point in the draft 
worked out by distributors which 
concerned agreement by both exhibs 
and distribs that every effort would 
be made to eliminate falsification of 
gross receipts when pictures were 
played under percentage. ITOA 
deemed this to be ‘a reflection on the 


rete and honesty’ of the exhibi- 
or. 


Rocky Mt. Exhibs Spurn 
Proposed Self-Reg Plan 


Denver, Dec. 20. 

Turning down of the proposed fair 
trade practice agreement proposed 
by the producers-distributors was 
the only business transacted at a 
Special meeting of the Theatre Own- 
ers and Managers of the Rocky 
Mountain Region. The exhibs felt 
the agreement gave up but a few 
crumbs, and even then such as they 
were would not become effective un- 
til the ’39-40 season. The vote to 
reject was unanimous. 

The board of directors was in- 
structed to formulate new demands 
along the lines originally proposed 
by the Rocky Mountain group, which 
included a straight 20% cancellation 
clause, selling of shorts separately 








and not forcing them with features, 
elimination of the score charge, and 
they are expected to again urge that 
exchange managers be given wider 
latitude in making deals and arrang- 
ing settlements of differences. Local 
exhibitors claim present arrange- 
ments make the exchange managers 
little more than office boys as far as 
exhibitors are concerned. 

Carryover of big pictures from the 
end of one selling season to the next, 
to promote sales for the new year, 
has long been a sore spot among 
local exhibitors and they will also 
protest continuation of such practice. 


Cal. ITO Head Balks 
At Exhib Reform Draft 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Disappointment over the prelimi- 
nary draft of reforms submitted to 
exhibitors by the Distributors’ Com- 
mittee of the National Trade Practice 
Conferences was expressed by Albert 
Galston, head of the Independent 
Theatre Owners of Southern Cali- 
fornia. 

In a letter to William F. Rodgers, 
of the distributors committee, Gal- 
ston said: 

“We cannot believe that the com- 
mittee was unanimous in the final 
adoption of their draft. It is our duty 
to continue negotiations, and we be- 
lieve the subsequent sessions will 





bring about a more complete 
adoption of the balance of our 
points.’ 





SISTROM TO LONDON 
FOR RKO’S ‘SAINT’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 


William Sistrom returned to RKO 
after an absence of six months and 
leaves for England in January to 
supervise ‘The Saint in London,’ 
third of the Saint series. 

George Sanders, currently playing 
the name role in ‘The Saint Strikes 
Back,’ gets the same spot in the 
British RKO production. 














SELF-REG VAMPS TILL JAN 
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Exhibs’ Peeve 





New York exhibitor leaders 
returning from attending vari- 
ous MPTO conventions in the 
southwest, middlewest and 
south, express keen interest in 
the trade practice parleys, but 
are much disappointed, both at 
the delay in arriving at any de- 
cision in present conferences 
and also that more progress had 
not been made previously. 

Recently, exhibitors at these 
meetings claimed that the entire 
trade practice situation should 
have been taken up and settled 
two years ago. 


Jitterbug Contests In 
Film Houses Use Discs 
But Union Stops It 


Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 

Musicians’ Local has cracked 
down on houses running jitter- 
bug contests to the tunes of phono- 
graph records. Jumbo and Dante 
Theatres, both indies, were first to 
feel the threats. They replaced the 
wax with five-piece bands. Warner 
houses have been using live music 
all along for their contests. 

Plans now under way here for a 
traveling jitterbug contest to make 
the rounds of indie houses, although 
the stunt as a b. o. builder has pretty 
well worn itself out now. WB has 
given up the contests entirely. 

















Brennan Gets a Lift 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

Walter Brennan gets a fattened 
role in ‘Stanley and Livingstone’ at 
20th-Fox as result of his work in 
‘Kentucky.’ Darryl Zanuck sent the 
screenplay back for rewriting. 

Nancy Kelly was assigned to the 
femme lead, with Spencer Tracy 








playing Stanley. 


‘Despite New Wage-Hour Ruling, 


Exhibs Claim They Are Exempt 
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K-A-0 PFD. DECLARES 
$3.50 DIVVY DEC. 23 


Keith - Albee- Orpheum declared 
$3.50 dividend on the 7% preferred 
payable Dec. 23 to stock on record 
Dec. 19. Divvy is being paid out 
of capital surplus. It covers the 
quarters ending Dec. 31, 1935, and 
the one ending on March 31, 1936. 


Stanley Co. of America, Warner 
Bros. subsidiary, showed a net profit 
of $2,063,703 for the year ended Aug. 
27 last. After adjustment of reserve, 
additional profits from sales of capi- 
tal assets and discounts and deduc- 
tion of dividends declared during the 
year, the company had an earned 
surplus on Aug. 27 of $5,007,582 to 
carry to the balance sheet. 

Stanley Co. paid out $723,877 in 
dividends for the past fiscal year. 
The net income before other income, 
tax deductions and other charges 
amounted to $6,244,749. 








Cinecolor’s Divvy 
Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
Cinecolor, Inc., pays total:divvy of 
$12,210, Dec. 23, to holders of com- 
mon shares. Similar dividend was 
paid last June. Company’s new 
$150,000 plant in Burbank will be 
ready for operation Jan. 15, 





‘DOC’ FOR BUCQUET 
Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
Metro assigned Harry Bucquet to 
direct the second of the ‘Dr. Kildare’ 
series with Lew Ayres in the top 
role. 


Shooting starts soon afier New 
Years. 
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While the: latest ruling of general 
counsel Calvin Magruder of the U.S. 
Labor Department’s wage-hour di- 
vision indicates that federal regu- 
lators expect the bulk of film busi- 
ness to comply with this new law, 
the industry has received no notice 
of change from the old ruling of 
about a month ago exempting ex- 
hibitors from.coming under wage- 
hour regulations. 

Because of the large number of 
film theatres operating in the U.S., 
the exhibition end of the business 
naturally is interested in any change 
having to do with their operations. 
As the ruling stands, picture houses 
have been classified so as to be en- 
tirely exempted from complying 
with the rules on maximum hours 
and minimum wages. 

Exhibitors identified with larger 
circuits already are paying consider- 
able more than present wages and 
are employees worked less than the 
minimum hours required by the new 
U. S. law. 

However, the wage-hour statute 
would hit smaller theatres, the ones 
least able to comply with the stipu- 
lations and still continue a profitable 
business. This is because of part 
time jobs given ushers, doubling up 
of workers and often using members 
of the exhibitor’s own family in 
these smaller operations. 


NLRB TAKES ON 
SWG CASE AS A 
BD MATTER 


os 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

National Labor Relations Board 
today (Tuesday) removed the Screen 
Writers Guild case from the hands 
of the Los Angeles regional director 
Bernard 
Alpert, special NLRB representative, 
notified attorneys for producers of 
the action and stated that if unfair 
labor practice complaints are issued 
against major companies they will be 
signed personally by three members 
of the board. 

Action followed three weeks’ in- 
vestigation by Alpert when Dr, 
Towne Nylander, NLRB regional di- 
rector, declined to issue complaints 
after producers failed to recognize 
SWG certification as the exclusive 
bargaining representative for all 
scriveners. Nylander had criticized 
action of SWG negotiators in walk- 
ing out of meeting with company 
executives and had suggested further 
effort be made to reach an agree- 
ment. 

Attorneys for producers are puz+ 
zled over the action, but several ex- 
pressed an opinion that the regional 
director had felt complaints were not 
warranted and that writers had 
brought pressure to bear on the 
board. Tops in SWG said that the 
complaint was being amended to 
make charges more serious. Ex- 
pressed confidence complaints will be 


issued and trial ordered for about 
Jan, 11, 


Mystery by the Mile 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

Paramount bought 11 magazine 
mystery yarns by Frank Gruber, to 
be produced with Lynn Overman ip 
the role of Oliver Quade, chief 
character of the series. 

Stories are, ‘Brass Knuckles,” ‘Death 
at the Main,’ ‘Murder on the Mid- 
way, ‘Ask Me Another.’ ‘Pictures of 
Death,’ ‘Trailer Town,’ ‘Death on 
Eagle Crag,’ ‘Rain, the Killer,’ “Dog 


Show Murder,’ ‘Forced Landing’ and 
Death Sits Down.’ 
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L.A. Downpour Adds to Pre-Santa 
Woes: ‘Heart’- River’ Day-Date, $16,200 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

One of the two traditionally bad 
weeks of show business handed out 
its customary wallop to the L. A. 
first runs currently, and grosses will 
reach lowest point in many months. 
Most of houses are fortified with 
better than average pictures, which 
they hope will stave off ruinous 
trade, and many are rushing in pre- 
views wherever they see a chance to 
bolster. 

Torrential rains no help, either. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75)—‘There Goes My Heart’ 
(UA) and ‘Up River’ (20th) dual. 
Holiday shopping along the boule- 
vard cutting in heavily and best in 
sight is $7,000. Last week, ‘Shining 
Hour’ (M-G) and ‘Spring Madness’ 
(M-G), okay $10,200. 

Downtown § (1,800: 
‘Patrol’ and ‘Nancy’, dual. Should 
wind up with $10,000. Last week, 
‘Heart of North’ and ‘Comet Over 
Broadway’ fell off to very disappcint- 
ing $6,200. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—‘Citadel’ (M-G) (5th week). Comes 
off Christmas eve after profitable 54% 
weeks. Current stanza off with rest 
of town for $2,000, after fourth 
week added $3,300. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Dawn Patrol’ and ‘Nancy Drew’ 
dual. Pacing for $12,000. Last week 
‘Heart North’ and ‘Comet’ fell off to 
dismal $5,300. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Little Tough Guys’ (U) and ‘Smash- 
ing Sp-y Ring’ (Col) dual. Fighting 


30-40-55-65 )— 


the holiday rush along Hollywood | 


Blvd. and will be lucky if hitting 
$4.500. Last week ‘Miss Manton’ 
(RKO) and ‘Man to Remember’ 
(RKO) showed surprising strength 
with $7,700 in the till. 


Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) | 


—‘Say It French’ (Par) and stage 
show. Say it in any language it’s 
downright bad at $8,000. Last week, 
‘Thanks for Memory’ (Par), weak- 
ened as stanza progressed and wound 
up with slightly in excess of $9,000, 
pretty poor. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55) — ‘Little 
Tough Guys’ (U) and ‘Spy Ring’ 
(Col) dual. Downtown biz away off 
so $5,500 okay. Last week, ‘Miss 
Manton’ (RKO) and ‘Man Remember’ 
(RKO), profitable at $7,200. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—There Goes Heart’ (UA) and 
‘Up River’ (20th) dual. Doing okay 
considering Christmas opposition 
with $9,200 probable. Last week, 
‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) and ‘Spring 
Madness’ (M-G), neat $12,500. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
40-55)—Shining Hour’ (M-G) and 
‘Spring Madness’ (M-G) dual. Move- 
over of this brace not calculated to 
cause any optimism, as $2,400 attests. 
Last week, “Young Heart’ (UA) and 
‘Always Trouble’ (20th), brutal 
$1,800. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65)— ‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) and 
‘Spring Madness’ (M-G) dual. Not 
hitting strong pace on moveover with 
answer about $4,100. Last week, 
“Young Heart’ (UA) and ‘Always 
Trouble’ (20th), only so-so $4,400, 


Montreal Shoppers 
Give ‘Waltz’ $6,000 


Montreal, Dec. 20. 
Stores open to 11 p.m. every night 
and weather agreeable for shopping. 
Stand-out of week will be ‘Great 
Waltz’ at Palace pacing for good 
$6,000. Loew's vaude will run eight 
$5500 to Friday (23) and looks for 





Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Great Waltz’ (M-G). Heading for 
$6,000, good. Last week ‘Hot to 
Handle’ (M-G) n.s.g., $4,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Heart North’ and ‘Devil’s Party,’ 
dual. Looking for $4,500, fair. Last 
week ‘Brother Rat’ and ‘Torchy Man’ 
poor, $3,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 25-34-40)— 
‘Girls on Probation’ and vaude. 
Eight days to Friday (23) paced at 
$5,500, good enough. Last week 
‘Road to Reno’ (U) and vaude, 
$6,000, good. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
*Arkansas Traveler’ (Par) and 
‘Thanks for Memory’ (Par). Above 
average program sighting $3,500, 
good. Last week ‘Around Corner’ 
(20th) and “Meet Girls’ (20th), $2,000, 
floperoo. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA) (3d wk). 
Pic has outstayed welcom>, At 
$1,000, bad. Last week $2,000, poor. 

Cinema de Paris (France Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Paix sur le Rhin,’ nice 
$1,500, Last week repeat of ‘Pepe 
le Moko’ good enough $1,000. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 20- 
34)—Nuits de Feu’ and ‘Tigre du 
Bengale.’ Okay $3,000. Last week 
‘Nuits de Prince’ and ‘L’Escadrille de 
la Chance’ good enough $3,500. 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week........--- $199,100 
(Based on 11 theatres) 


Total Gross Same Week 
a oper errs ee $234,200 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


‘MEMORY’ BEST 
D. C. MUSCLE, 
$4,000 


Washington, Dec. 20. 

Tops for town this week will be 
$12,000, being eked out by ‘Christ- 
mas Carol,’ exactly two-thirds of av- 
erage at Capitol, ace Loew vaude 
spot. Only thing really showing a 
profit, outside of second week of 
‘The Citadel,’ is 
Memory,’ which is getting solid av- 
erage at Columbia, usual second run 
house, and which boys now wish 
they’d put into Capitol. 

Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G)_ and 
vaude. Failing to tune of $12,000. 
Last week ‘Dramatic School’ (M-G) 
and vaude, weak $15,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
‘Thanks for Memory’ (Par). First 
run in normally second-run spot get- 
ting good $4,500. Last week ‘If King’ 
(Par) (2d run), same figure. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Heart of the North’ and vaude. 
‘Gang Busters’ on stage some help, 
but combo will flop through to sick 
$11,000. Last week ‘Comet Over 
Broadway’ and vaude dropped to pa- 
thetic $9,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 
‘Storm’ (U). Muddling along with 
$5,000. Last week ‘Little Tough Guys’ 
(U), same figure. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Angels’ 
(2d run). Second week of repeat 
holding toward $3,500. Last week 
same pic took good $5,200. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 35-55)— 
‘Citadel’ (UA) (2d wk). Holding 
nicely for $8,000. Last week same 
pie collected good $17,000. 


‘Drums’ Velvety $4,000, 














Oklahoma City, Dec. 20. 
‘Drums’ hefty $4,000 at State. 
‘Christmas Carol’ keeps Tower on 
first-run with okay $3,000. 


Estimates for This Week 


Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Service De Luxe’ (U). Just fair $5,- 
300. Last week ‘Shining Hour’ (M- 
G), slow $4,500. 

Liberty (Star) (1,200; 20-25)— 
‘Thanks for Memory’ (Par) and 
‘Mysterious Rider’ (Par) split with 
‘Last Express’ (U) and ‘Swing Cheer’ 
(U). Okay $2,500. Last week ‘Youth 
Fling’ (U) and ‘Exposed’ (U) split 
with ‘Up River’ (20th) and ‘Road 
Demon’ (20th), $2,100, slow. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Hard to Get.’ Looking for $4,500. 
Last week ‘Angels,’ $5,500. 

State (Noble) (1,100; 20-25-40)— 


‘Thanks for the | 


‘Carol’ 3G, Okla. City 


‘Drums’ (UA). Into velvet at $4,000. 
Last week ‘I Am Law’ (Col) (2d 


wk), $2,000. 
Tower (Stan) (1,000; 25-35)— 
‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G). Okay $3,- 


/ 000, Last week ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M- 


|G), so-so $2,500. 





HEART DUAL 
~ NICE 106, PROV. 





Providence, Dec. 20. 


' treryr 
uaa 


Best biz being :ed in at the 
State where “There Goes My Heart’ 
and ‘Smashing the Spy Ring’ 
clocked at $10,000. 

Loew’s inaugurating late show pol- 
icy from day before Xmas to Jan. 2. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Comet Over Broadway’ and ‘Last 
| Express’ (U). Paced for weak $4,- 
500. Last week, ‘Gangster’s Boy’ 
(Mono) and ‘Next Time Marry’ 
(RKO), so-so $5,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Sisters’ and ‘Broadway Mus- 
|keteers’ (2d run). Should ring up 
ifair $3,000. Last week, ‘Submarine 
Patrol’ (20th) and ‘Road Demon’ 
| (20th) (2d run), $3,500, okay. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘His Exciting Night’ (U) and vaude. 
| Aiming toward fairish $6,000. Last 
| week, ‘Slave Ship’ (20th) and vaude, 
| held for nice $7,500. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
| ‘Goes My Heart’ (UA) and ‘Smash- 
|ing Spy Ring’ (Col). Heading for 
| nice $10,000. Last week, ‘Dramatic 
School’ (M-G) and ‘Spring Madness’ 
(M-G) closed with swell $11,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,300; 25-35-50)— 
| ‘Garden Moon.’ Disappointing $5,- 
000. Last week, ‘Sisters’ and ‘Broad- 
way Musketeers’ carried to $8,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Little Adventuress’ (Col) and 
‘Crime Takes Holiday’ (Col). Opened 
yesterday (20). ‘Stand Accused’ 
(Rep) and ‘Higgins Family’ (Rep) 
closed Monday night (19) after five- 
day run which netted poor $3,000. 
Last week, ‘King Alcatraz’ (Par) and 
‘Campus Confessions’ (Par), nice 
$6,000. 


‘CAROL’-PECK’S BOY’ 
FAIR $5,000, BUFF. 


Buffalo, Dec. 20. 

This week’s figures leave little to 
choose among, although the notice- 
able feature of the week is that the 
usual low bracket houses show only 
slight shrinkages from _ ordinary 
grosses, while the deluxers are tak- 
ing the rap. With downtown retail 
establishments reporting best busi- 
ness in years, the box offices were 
sure to suffer. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 

‘Dramatic School’ (M-G). Rock bot- 














tom around $8,500. Last week ‘An- 
gels,’ $14,000. 
Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35)— 


‘Heart of North’ and ‘Torchy Man.’ 
Around $6,000. Last week ‘Up River’ 
$5,500. and ‘Sharpshooters’ (20th), 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—Crooked Mile’ (Par) and ‘Flirt- 
ing With Fate’ (M-G). N.s.h. $6,000. 
Last week ‘Goes My Heart’ (UA), 


$6,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-40)—‘Christ- 
mas Carol’ (M-G) and ‘Peck’s Bad 
Boy’ (RKO). Fair $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Spring Madness’ (M-G) and 
‘Down on Farm’ (20th), $4,600. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,300; 25-35)— 
‘Lady Objects’ (Col) and ‘Reforma- 
tory’ (Col). Down around $5,000. 
Last week ‘Gangster’s Boy’ (Mono) 
and ‘Road to Reno’ (U), okay $7,500. 








‘Waltz’ Gracefully 


Lead, $13,000; 


Waltzes to Pitt 
> Monastery’ $3,300 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 20. 

‘Great Waltz,’ at the Penn, is push- 
ing the figures comfortably into the 
black. 

Stanley’s hope for some business 
out of a novelty ‘battle of swing’ 
between Gray Gordon and Mike 
Riley bands has gone awry. Alvin, 
Warner, and Senator, all with duals, 
are exploring the bottomlands. Ful- 
ton’s ‘Monastery’ is not too bad. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Up River’ (20th) and ‘Always 
Trouble’ (20th). Mild $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Gangster’s Boy’ (Mono), $5,- 
500, fair. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Monastery’ (Indie). Special drive 
on religious organizations helping it 
hold head above water with $3,300, 
mild. Last week, revivals of ‘Miss 
Marker’ (Par) and ‘Mississippi’ (Par) 
best here in some weeks, $3,400. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 





50)—Great Waltz’ (M-G). Respond- $3,400. 


ing nicely to extended campaign, in- 
cluding waltz contest, direct mail, 
extra newspaper space. At $13,000 
comfortably in black and best in 
town. Last week, ‘If King’ (Par), 
$12,500, fair. 

Senator (Harris) (1,800; 25-40)— 
‘Personal rae ge (U) and ‘I Stand 
Accused’ (Rep). In the doldrums at 
$1,600. Last week, ‘Submarine Pa- 
trol’ (20th) moved here after first 
week at Alvin, gave house first ray 
of light at $2,400. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Heart of North’ and Gray Gordon 
and Mike gy Pm gg Heading for 
sad $13,000. st week, ‘Dramatic 
School’ (M-G) with Eleanore Whit- 
ney, Ben Blue and Gangbusters on 
stage; lively $18,800. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Flirting with Fate’ (M-G) and ‘Bull- 
dog Drummond’ (Par), Scant $3,200. 
Last week, ‘Spring Madness’ (M-G) 
and ‘Illegal Traffic’ (Par), weak 
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‘School-Carol’ Fair $12,000 In 
Frisco; H.0.s Okay, Rest Limping 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week.......... $1,140,800 
(Based on 25 cities, 163 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
oe. rare $1,124,400 
(Based on 22 cities, 154 theatres) 


BOB CROSBY UPS 
RIVER’ TO BIG 
13146, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 20. 

With the town’s two largest first- 
run houses—Indiana and the Circle— 
‘closed for repairs’ during the week 
before Christmas, the vaudfilm Lyric 
is reaping the benefit with a strong 
combination of Bob Crosby’s orches- 
tra on the stage and ‘Up the River’ 
as the film. Gross will be one of the 
best at the house in recent weeks 
with the credit being assigned to 
Crosby’s power. 

Loew’s with ‘Drums’ and ‘Smashing 
the Spy Ring’ on a dual and the 
Apollo with ‘Say It in French’ and 
‘Ride a Crooked Mile’ are faring 
moderately well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Say French’ (Par) and ‘Crooked 
Mile’ (Par). Can't see over $3,200, 
just fair. Last week ‘Peck’s Bad 
Boy’ (RKO) and ‘His Exciting Night’ 
(U), $1,900, bad. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
‘Drums’ (UA) and ‘Smashing Spy 
Ring’ (Col). Former pic given 
plenty of attention in campaign, but 
results are nothing extra at $5,000. 
Last week ‘Young Heart’ (UA) and 
‘Listen Darling’ (M-G) was good at 














$8,500. 
Lyric (Olson) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Up River’ (20th) and Bob Crosby 


orchestra on stage. Latter given ex- 
tra exploitation and all the credit for 
the dandy biz in spite of the tradi- 
tional week-before-Xmas_— slump. 
Everything’s rosy at $13,500, excel- 
lent. Last week ‘Road Demon’ 
(20th) and Hal Kemp’s band on stage 
did $12,200, very good. 


‘MEMORY’ 1612G, B’KLYN 


Temple Dual $15,000, ‘Madness’ 13G, 
‘Bengal’-Blackstone 12G 


Brooklyn, Dec. 20. 

Biz is not altogether dismal, de- 
spite Xmas, with several houses 
keeping heads above water. Fabian 
Paramount is showing ‘Thanks for 
Memory’ and ‘Comet Over Broadway,’ 
and will come out in the black, as 
will Strand with Blackstone on stage 
and ‘Storm Over Bengal’ on screen. 
Albee with ‘Just Around the Cor- 
ner,’ the Shirley Temple starrer, and 
‘While New York Sleeps’ is doing 
okay. 

Another indication that downtown 
vaude policies are affecting the 
nabes is evidenced in reopening of 
Rivera theatre in Bedford area with 
films and regular array of vaude 
starting Christmas day. More new 
headaches for motion picture house 
operators since number of downtown 
saloons and grog houses began flash- 
ing 16 mm stuff on screens over the 
bars. Even kids are beginning to 
sneak in for gander at the pics. 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—Around 
Corner’ (20th) and ‘While New York 
Sleeps’ (20th) plus Disney’s ‘Ferdi- 
nand the Bull.’ Okay $15,000. Last 
week ‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th) and 
‘Service de Luxe’ (U), fine $18,000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-50)—‘Exposed’ (U) 
and ‘Flight to Fame’ (Col). Paced at 
satisfactory $14.000. Last week 
‘Crime Takes Holiday’ (Col) and ‘Say 
French’ (Par), plus stage show, same 
figure. 

Met (3,618; 25-50)—‘Spring Mad- 
ness’ (M-G) and ‘Flirting with Fate’ 











(M-G). At $13,000, quiet. Last 
week ‘Great Waltz’ (M-G) and 
a ag Darling’ (M-G), $16,500, first 
rate. 

-Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)— 
‘Thanks for Memory’ (Par) and 


‘Comet Over Broadway.’ Nice $16,- 
500. Last week ‘Brother Rat’ and 
‘Little Adventuress’ (Col) (2d wk), 
$15,000. 

Strand (2,870; 25-50)—‘Storm Over 
Bengal’ (Rep) and vaude featuring 
Blackstone, magician. Okay $12,000. 
Last week ‘Mr. Wong’ (Mono) and 
vaude, nifty $13,000, 


: tee 44-4:22:% 





San Francisco, Dec. 20. 

Local show shops going through a 
period of tapering biz with the ap- 
proach of the holidays. Warfield has 
been particularly hard hit, biz at this 
ace Fox-West Coast house having 
touched new lows during the past 
two weeks. 


Most activity in town is at the 
Orpheum, which is still dragging 
them in with ‘You Can’t Take It 
With You,’ now in its fifth week; 


and at the Fox, which still has ‘Out 
West with the Hardys.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘West with Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Dr. 
Kildare’ (M-G) (2d wk). Holding up 
well considering lame biz elsewhere. 
Okay $11,500 spotted. Last week 
held nicely to $20,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Annabel’ (RKO) and vaude. Al- 
though stage show this week is un- 
usually good ‘Paradise Islands Re- 
vue’ with 60 native dancers being 
featured, bill failed to catch on and 
won’t do better than $13.000. Last 
week ‘Exposed’ (U) and Jane With- 
ers on stage disappointing at $15,500. 
Withers in on guarantee and per- 
centage. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
‘Can't Take It’ (Col) (5th wk). This 
one has about two more wecks left 
in it. Fifth week good at $7,000. 
Last week healthy $10,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 35-55- 
75)—‘Dramatic School’ (M-G) and 
‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G). Hardly 
strong enough to drag them in. Some 
matinee trade from the youngsters 
can be credited to Dickens’ story. 
May get by with fair $12,000. Last 
week (2d) for ‘Citadel’ (M-G) and 
‘Spring Madness’ (M-G), none too 
forte at $6,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 35-55- 
75)—’Angels’ and ‘Listen, Darling’ 
(M-G) (4th wk). Paced for $4,500. 
Last week (3d) garnered fair enough 
$5,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 35- 
55-65) —‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA) 
(5th wk). Managed to ride through 
five weeks to pretty good returns. 
Final week is on the listless side at 
$4,000, but can’t complain. Previous 
stint brought in okay $5,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 25-55-75) 
—Heart North’ and ‘Flirting with 
Fate’ (M-G). Although Warfield has 
plenty of color on the screen in the 
Technicolor outdoor number, ‘Heart 
of the North,’ biz is pretty pallid. 
Color pictures very well liked here, 
but this duo is heading for so-so 
$10,000. Last week ‘Hard to Get’ 
and ‘Comet Over Broadway’ brutal 
$7,000. 


‘Citadel’ Light $2,500, 
Lincoln; ‘Can’t Take It’ 
Third Session $1,800 


Lincoln, Dec. 20. 

Films don’t seem to be the type for 
b.o. excitement, ‘Citedel’ and 
‘Sisters’ heading for light money, 
while ‘Can’t Take It with You’ holds 
on for third week at the Varsity, 
because every effort is being made 
by this house to conserve its pic 
strength and no good would come of 
trying to buck the season. ‘Can't 
Take It’ doing okay, however. 

Film biz attention is focused on 
the closed houses, especially the Or- 
pheum which is getting a real trim- 
ming from the plaster out. Liberty 
opened Saturday (17) under the 
Nebraska Theatres, Inc., banner 
(used to be an LTC house) to run 
off some second run commitments. 
Will shutter at the first of the year 
for its remodeling and re-equiping. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (NTI - Noble - Monroe) 
(750; 10-15)—Where Buffalo Roam’ 
(Mono) and ‘Adventures in Sahara 
(Col), Split with ‘Gang Bullets’ 
(Mono) and ‘Law of Texan’ (Col). 
Getting by on $900. Last week 
Roamin’ Cowboy’ (Indie) and ‘Flight 
to Fame’ (Col) split with ‘Crime 
Takes Holiday’ (Col) and ‘Under Big 
Top’ (Mono) $1,000, all right. 

Liberty (NTI-Noble) (1.200: 10-15) 
—‘Western_ Jamboree’ (Rep) and 
‘Ladies in Distress’ (Rep). Opening 
the house and in for five days. Paced 
od per $700. Last week house was 


Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
25-35)—‘Sisters’ and ‘Up River’ 
(20th). Moderate $2,300 in sight. 
Last week ‘Submarine’ (20th) and 
‘Road to Reno’ (U) $2,800, satisfac- 


tory. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1.900; 10- 
25-40 )—‘Citadel’ (M-G). Aiming to- 
ward light $2.500. Last week ‘West 
with Hardys’ (M-G), $5,100, okay for 


10 days. 
Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1.100; 10- 
(Col) (3d 


25-35)—‘Can’t Take It’ 

wk). Will get about $1.809. good. 
Did $5,300 first week, and $3,000 on 
second. 
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Santa Comes 


And Goes; ‘Shinmg Hour’ Alone 
OK at $14,000; B&K Reopening S-L 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 

It’s a dull week and little can be 
done about it. This pre-Xmas ses- 
sion has little to hearten it as none 
of the theatres is even bothering 
with any real attractions. Single ex- 
ception is at the United Artists which 
got away with ‘Shining Hour’ on Sat- 
urday (17). ; 

Chicago holds on with ‘Young in 
Heart,’ though the show was a dis- 
appointment on its first session last 
week. Flicker is in for a fortnight’s 
commitment. 

Balaban & Katz reopens the State- 
Lake under its own banner on Satur- 
day (24), with vaudfilm at pop scale. 
This means a foursome of full-week 
vaude stands in the loop. House has 
been entirely revamped at cost of 
better than $60,000. 

Oriental and Palace vaudfilm is 
under the pre-Xmas influence cur- 
rently and little will occur to 
brighten the take at either place. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 


—Angels’.. Took $6,800 last week, 
and so-so $3,000 in this pre-Xmas 
gallop. 


Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
"Young in Heart’ (UA) and _ stage 
show. (2d week). Sticking despite 
slumperoo of last week when it took 

mild $25,600. Currently to a deep 
‘ carmine $19,000, one of the worst 
takes in a long while for this big 


house. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65)— 
‘Kildare’ (M-G). Maybe $3,000, okay 
here for the week, Last week 
‘Comet’ no wow at $4,200. 

Oriental (Jones) 3,200; 25-30-40)— 
‘Five of Kind’ (20th) and vaude. In 
the dumps with the rest of the the- 
atres and slides to $11,000, meagre 
stuff. Last week ‘Breaking Ice’ 
(RKO) managed good $14,700. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Annabel’ (RKO) and vaude. House 
has hit the skids in past few weeks 
and continues the decline currently 
with hardly $11,000, tearful. Last 
week ‘Storm’ (U) a bit better but 
still sad at $14,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Stablemates’ (M-G) (3d week). 
Sticking it out currently at $6,000. 
Last week okay $9,500. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35-55- 
75)—‘Shining Hour’ (M-G). Opened 
on Saturday (17) and only real entry 
to try to buck pre-holiday slump and 
will manage to do okay, considering 
the calendar, with $14,000. Last 
week ‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA) 
wound up a fair fortnight with 
$7,800, so-so. 


‘School’-‘Spy’ $8,300, 
‘Farm’-Herbie Kay 86, 
Pacing K. C. Lineup 


Kansas City, Dec. 20. 
‘Dramatic School’ at the Midland 
has a slight edge as a magnet among 
the straight film houses, but returns 
are mediocre. Herbie Kay band at 
the Tower is teamed with ‘Down on 
the Farm.’ Leadership lies between 
these two houses, edge being virtu- 

ally a toss-up. y 
Orpheum and Newman juggling 
opening dates for the coming week, 
giving extra play for their respective 
programs. ‘Ride a Crooked Mile’ thus 
plays eight days at the Newman. Or- 
pheum drags out the split-week poli- 
cy with two four-day programs, set- 











day (20) for ‘Girls on Probation’ and 
‘Mr. Doodle’ (RKO), also in for four 
days. This brings house to Saturday 
opening for Christmas week. Split 
duals showing $5,000 for eight days. 
Last week, ‘Angels,’ $4,100. 

Tower (Fox-Midwest) (2,050; 10- 
25-40)—‘Down on Farm’ (20th), with 
Herbie Kay orchestra heading stage 
|show. Combo averaging better draw 
{than some others in here past few 
| weeks at $8,000, fair enough consider- 
ing. Last week ‘Secrets of Nurse’ 
(U), with Henry Busse band, $14,000 
tong good, despite price cut from 55c 
op. 


Hardys’ $6,500, 
Cowboy’ $4,500 
On H.0., Seattle 


Seattle, Dec. 20. 
‘West with Hardys’ and ‘Christmas 
Carol’ at the Fifth Ave. dominate 
the town with a swell $6,500 and 





| 

| possible h. 0. Second sesh of ‘Cow- 
boy and Lady’ at the Paramount 
also forte. 


Hamrick-Evergreen houses now 
cashing in on the ‘employes good 
will’ advance ticket sale, which is 
bringing some added b. o. to the 
various houses during the dismal 
two weeks pre-Christmas. Sale con- 
sidered successful. Coliseum theatre 
won sales honors and ace prizes. 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Angels’ and ‘Meet 
Girls’ (20th). Dual moved over from 
Orpheum and $2,500 indicated. Last 
week, ‘If King’ (Par) and ‘Ferdinand’ 
(RKO) (3d week), nice enough 
$1,900. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32 )—‘Straight, Piece’ 
(20th), and ‘Five of Kind’ ¢ ), 
On six-day stretch $1,900, bad. t 
week, ‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G) and 
‘Safety in Numbers’ (20th), four 
days, $1,500, slow. 

Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— 
‘Highway Patrol’ (Col) and ‘County 
Chairman’ (20th) (reissue), dual, 
split with third installment of ‘Dick 
Tracy Returns’ (Rep). Looking for 
$1,800, moderate. Last week, ‘Pass- 
port Husband’ (20th) and ‘Young 
Fugitives’ (U), dual, split with 
‘Tracy Returns’ (Rep) and ‘Law of 
Texans’ (Col), dual, fair $2,000. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,349; 32-37-42)—‘West with Hardys’ 
(M-G), and ‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G). 
Big $6,500 and holdover in sight. 
Last week, ‘Hard to Get’ and ‘Dr. 
Kildare’ (M-G), mild $5,000. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,800; 21-32-42)— 
‘Girls School’ (Col) and ‘Flight to 
Fame’ (Col). Headed for slow $3,- 
600. Last week, ‘Blondie’ (Col) and 
‘Lady Objects’ (Col), $5,000, good. 

Music Bex (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Hard to Get’ and 
‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). Moved over 
from Fifth Avenue. Slow $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) 
and ‘Road Demon’ (20th) (3d week), 


ting its next week opening back to | $2,100 


Saturday (24). First time in year 
split week seen here. 

Newman is planning for a Friday 
opening (in contrast to its usual 
Thursday policy), with Ben Blue and 
stage show set for the holiday week. 

Last week best effort was offered 
by Henry Busse at the Tower, where 
a new Sunday attendance record at 
the 40c admission scale was set up. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptewn (820, 1,200; 10- 
25-40) — ‘Thanks for Everything’ 
(20th). Has season against it. Slow 
at $4,500, combined total. Last week 
‘Up River’ (20th) singled in both 
houses totaled at $4,000, lazy. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—‘Dramatic School’ (M-G) and 
‘Smashing Spy Ring’ (Col). At $8,300 
it’s a slight upping over last week, 
when ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Ci- 


pher Bureau’ (Col) dualled for slow- | 


est week in months, $7,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 10- 
25-40)—‘Crooked Mile’ (Par). Given 
a solo run and stretched to eight days 
to give house Friday opening next 
week. 
at $4.300, slow. 


Last week ‘Sa 
French’ (Par) * 


and WLS National 


Barn Dance show on the stage made | 
a fair showing at $7,000 after house | 


returned to 40c top from previous 
week’s 55c. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—'Broadway Musketeers’ and ‘Peck’s 
Bad Boy’ (RKO). Back to duals 
here after weeks of solo films. Pair 


stays four days and gives way Tues- 


In line with week’s business | 


Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 32-37-42)—Youth Fling’ (U) 
and ‘Storm’ (U). N.s.h. $3,900. Last 
week, ‘Angels’ ‘Meet Girls’ 
(20th), $4,300. 

Palemar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37-42)—‘Juvenile Court’ (Col) and 
‘Accidents Will Happen’ plus vaude. 
Fair $3,500. Last week, ‘10th Ave. 
|Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Painted Desert’ 

(RKO) plus vaude. Roscoe Ates, 
| headliner, $4,700. 
| Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (3,039; 32-37-42)—‘Cowboy and Lady’ 
| (UA) and ‘Torchy Man’ (2d week). 
Good $4,500 indicated for eight days. 
| Last week, big $8,500 


and 





| Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— | 


| ‘Gangster’s Boy’ (Mono) and ‘Hig- 
| gins Family’ (Rep). Fair $1,800. Last 
| week, ‘Mayerling’ (Ind) (2d week), 


| $1,700. 





‘Variety’ Remake First 
On Doran-Durant Ske 





Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
New indie producing outfit, formed 
by D. A. Doran and Tim Durant, gets 


going early next month with 
‘Variety,’ an early European silent, 
as the first venture. Picture is 


budgeted around $400,000, according 
to the producers. 
Dickering for a major release. 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Dec. 22 
Aster-—‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) (3d 
wk). 
Capitel—‘Sweethearts’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Criterion — ‘Blondie’ (Col) 
(22). 





Pygmalion’ at $14,000 Best On 
Sluggish Bway; ‘Duke’ $65,000, 
Roxy and Par, 2d Whs., 256-246 





(Reviewed in Variery, Nov. 2) 
Globe—‘The Lady Vanishes’ 





(20th) (24). 
Music Hall — ‘A Christmas ||tje. In most’ theatres the new pic- 
Carol’ (M-G). lures or the holdevers dary 
(Reviewed in Vaniety, Dec. 14) tures o1 t e hoidovers are secondary 
Paramount — ‘Artists and |/|in boxoffice strength. 
| Model Abroad’ (Par) (21). | Bucking the tide surprising well 


(Reviewed in Variery, Nov. 2) ‘Pygmalion’ at the Astor; ‘Ad- 
Rialto—'Heart of North’ (20). || venture in Sahara,’ at the Globe, an 
(Reviewed in Variety, Dec. 14) Eee - ‘D. eo ae ee : 
Rexy—‘Kentucky’ (20th) (23). | foreign-made Ballerina, in its sixth 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) | week at the Little Carnegie where 
Strand—‘Dawn Patrol’ (23). |holding to $4,500. It hit $6.500 on 
(Reviewed in Variety, Dec. 14) |its opening week here, a house rec- 


Week of Dec. 29 | ord, and at $4,500 now the French- 


118 


Mile’ (Par) (29). | With standing room at most per- 
(Reviewed in Vaniery, Dec. 7) |formances, ‘Pygmalion’ went to 
Music Hall—‘A Christmas |/%$16,100 last week, its first. 

Carol’ (M-G) (2d wk). rently on the holdover is going to 
Paramount ‘Artists and 9 Poongne Figyarce SS ae — 

. | Astor, which seats only 1,012, wi 

Models Abroad’ (Par) (2d wk). |a 55c. top weekdays, 65c. Saturdays- 
Rexy—'Kentucky’ (20th) (2d |Sundays, this is tremendous busi- 

wk). | ness. 

Strand—‘Dawn Patrol’ (2d). | Music Hall will be lucky to hit 

| over $65,000 with ‘Duke of West 


‘ + Point,’ feeble, but has company 
among other stage show houses, in- 
- cluding the Roxy, Paramount and 


State. Second week for ‘Thanks For 














Everything’ at the Roxy, will prob- 
ably be short of $25,000, just get- 
ting by, while the State faces some 
red at $15,000 or shade above with 
"Great Waltz’ and a vaude show 
including Tim and Irene, George 
Beatty and Barney Rapp. 

Par finished its second week last 
night (Tuesday) with ‘Thanks For 
Memory’ and Blue Barron orches- 
tra, plus Shirley Ross, at $24,000. a 
little profit. ‘Artists and Models 
Abroad,’ with the Glen Gray Casa 
Loma band, starts today (Wed.). 
Another holdover that isn’t strong 
is ‘West With Hardys,’ this side of 
$15,000. ‘Flirting With Fate’ a dud 
at the Criterion, probably not over 
| $5,500. 

‘Pyg’ is the only holdover into 
Christmas, new shows being sched- 
uled everywhere. They include, in 
addition to Par’s new bill today, ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ at the Music Hall 
and ‘Sweethearts’ at the Cap tomor- 
row (Thurs.), followed on Friday 
(23) by ‘Kentucky’ at the Roxy and 
‘Dawn Patrol,’ plus Abe Lyman at 
the Strand. 

All lesser houses are also chang- 
ing except for Rialto which yester- 
day (Tues.) opened ‘Heart of North.’ 
The Rivoli on Xmas eve (24) re- 
opens with ‘Beachcomber.’ 


4 Detroit, Dec. 20. 

Townsfolk spending oodles, but 
little at the boxoffices here. Fox, 
with ‘Girls School’ and Major Bowes 
‘Swing School’ unit on stage, doing 
so-so, but looks like top in town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Storm’ (U), plus ‘Little Adventuress’ 
(Col), dual. Caught in shopping 
jam, too, for $3,000. Last week bet- 
ter $3,400 for ‘Gangster’s Boy’ 
| (Mono) plus ‘Always Trouble’ (20th). 
| Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 
\‘Girls School’ (Col) with Major 
| Bowes ‘Swing School’ unit on stage. 
Lotta school, but not so many stu- 
dents, although looks for $18,000, 
not too bad for season. Last stanza 
bad $10,400 for ‘Manton’ (RKO) and 
vaude. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 





30-40-65)—‘Goes My Heart’ (UA) 
plus ‘Storm Over Bengal’ (Rep), mepyrrd Soe Te: wees i 
dual. Not more than $10,000, weak,| Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65)—‘Pyg- 


coming up. ‘Dramatic School’ (M-| ™alion’ (M-G) (2d week). Terrific 


‘SHri > (M- business-getter, with $14,000 indi- 
Bee 88 70g Ne Madness’ (M-G) took | ated this week (2d), The first was 
Palms-State (UD) (3,000; 30-40-50) | $16,100, which is capacity, plus 


standing room. Smart profit is be- 
ing shown despite small seating ca- 
pacity and low scale. 

Capitel (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— 
‘West with Hardys’ (M-G) (2d-final 
week). Up against pre-Christmas 
but disappointing none the less; less 
than $15,000 on the holdover, after 
being unable to reach $25,000 last 
week, the first. However, on the 
two weeks, some profit. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Flirt- 
ing with Fate’ (M-G). A slow-goer, 


‘Sweethearts’ Sock 166, Cincy 


MacDonald-Eddy Film Getting H.O.—‘School’ N.S.H. 
$6,000, ‘River’-Vaude $9,000 


—‘Crooked Mile’ (Par) plus ‘Come 
on Rangers’ (Rep), dual. Looks like 
okay $6,000. Last week $8,400 for 
‘Angels’ (2d run) and ‘Western Jam- 
boree’ (Rep). 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 30-40- 
65)— Snow White’ (RKO) (reissue) 
(2d week). After pulling in surprise 
$10,000 last week when brought back 
following pop demand, fantasy flicker 
is headed for okay $5,000 currently, 
Not hefty, but plenty good consider- 
ing everything. 














Cincinnati, Dec. 20. 
‘Sweethearts’ is romping off with 
| b. o. laurels currently. Its sockeroo 
| mark for the Albee puts the buga- 
| boo of the trade saw about folks be- 
ing theatre-shy the week before St. 
Nick’s visit. Pic will hold a second 
week in the burg’s biggest house, 
which is a rarity. Its hefty tug has 
biz in the main close to last week’s. 

Palace is down under ‘Dramatic 
School’ and ‘Heart of North’ is cold 


for Keith’s. 
| Vaudfilm Shubert, with ‘Up the 


Fair $2,000. Last week, ‘Storm’ (U), 
and ‘West of Tombstone’ (RKO), 
split, garnered an average $2,100. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 
‘West with Hardys’ (M-G) (3d run). 
Good $3,300. Last week, ‘Angels’ (3d 
run), $2,800, so-so. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Heart of North.’ Slow $3,500. Same 
last week on ‘Cowboy and Lady’ 
(UA) (2d run). 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—Sub- 
marine Patrol’ (20th) (2d run). Not 
showing any strength at $3,000. Last 








River’ and the ‘Jubilee Follies’ unit,| week, “Dark Rapture’ (U), $4,500, 
_is having another week of bad biz. pleasing. 

Estimates for This Week Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 

Albee RKO) (3,300; 35-42 )—‘Sweet- | ‘Dramatic School’ (M-G). Awful 


| hearts’ (M-G). Socko $16,000. Will 
| hold for second week. Last week, 
| ‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th), fair $9,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
| ‘Young Heart’ (UA) (2d run). N.s.h. 
| $3,500. Last week, ‘West with Hardys’ 
| (M-G) (2d run), big $6,000. 


$6,000. Last week, 
(UA), nice $11,000. 
Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 35-40-60)— 
‘Up River’ (20th) and ‘Jubilee Fol- 
lies’ unit with Lew Parker and Ox- 
ford Trio. Not getting anywhere on 
$9,000. Ditto last week with ‘Spring 


‘Young Heart’ 





| Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)—| Madness’ (M-G) and ‘Hollywood to 
‘Road Demon’ (20th), ‘Mr. Wong’| Broadway’ revue, with Lola Lane 
(Mono), ‘Exposed’ (U), separate. | and Jack Durant. 


| 


| Santa Claus is doing his stuff and}; looking 
! 


dic 


$5,500 tops. Last week, 


Broadway film houses are doing lit-| Storm Over Bengal’ (Rep), $6,500, 


© 


Globe (1,274: 25-40-55)—‘Adven- 
tures in Sahara’ (U). Should hit 
$6,500 or bit above, pretty good for 
this week. In ahead, ‘Secrets of 


Nurse’ (U) wound up at $5,000, mild. 
Paiace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Hard ito 
et’ (2d run), and ‘Comet Over 
Broadway’ (ist run). Out last night 
(Tues.) after six days, getting only 
$6,000. ‘Brother Rat’ (2d run) and 


| ‘While New York Sleeps’ (20th) (Ist 


| 


| 


| 


and cur- | tion. 





run) (Wed. ). Last 
week’s doubleton, ‘Sub Patrol’ (20th) 


(2d run) and ‘Service De Luxe’ (U) 


opens today 


(3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—Artists and Models’ (Par) and 
Glen Gray Casa Loma band opens 
here today (Wed.), after two weeks 
of ‘Thanks for Memory’ (Par) and 
Blue Barron-Shirley Ross combina- 
Got $34,000 the first week and 
$24,000 the second, fair profit. 
Radio City Music Hall (5,960; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—*Duke of West Point’ 
(UA) and stage show. Just pulls 
house over the week before Christ- 
mas at about $65,000. Last week, 


Parameunt 


nuance (M-G) made is showing remarkable stam- | ~ $7,000 
os j is |} (Ist run), ‘ ; 
Capitel—'Sweethearts’ (M-G) |/'2- This helps make up to Arthur | 
(2d wk). | Mayer for the slender $5,000 which 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) | ‘Cipher Bureau’ got at his Rialto on 

Criterion — ‘Ride a Crooked | the week ending Monday night (19). 


‘Dramatic School’ (M-G), $60,000, 
very sluggish. ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
(M-G) and holdover of current 


Xmas stage shows starts tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Heart of 
North.’ Opened here yesterday morn- 
ing (Tues.). Week for ‘Cipher Bureau’ 
(GN) ending Monday night (19) 
only $5,000, anemic, while ahead of 
that ‘Last Warning’ (U) wasn’t much 
better at $5,400. 

Riveli (2,092; 25-55-75-85 )—‘Beach- 
comber’ (Par) reopens house Christ- 
mas eve at 8 p. m. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75 )—"Thanks 
for Everything’ (20th) and stage 
show (2d-final week). At only $36,- 
500 last week (ist), a dangerous 
holdover and lucky if hitting $25,000. 
Gets house some velvet, however, 
over the worst weeks of the year. 
‘Kentucky’ (20th) opens Friday (23). 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75-85) — 
‘Angels’ and Ted Lewis, Eddie Leon- 
ard and Shelton Brooks (4th-final 
week). Final stanza, around $20,- 
000. Last week (3d) $25,000. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Great 
Waltz’ (M-G) (2d run) and vaude. 
This makes it two weeks in a row 
at a low figure, indications this week 
being for only $15,000 or bit over. 
Last week $16,000 was all that house 
scored with ‘Men with Wings’ (Par) | 
(2d run) and the Cab Calloway band. 


Blondie’Meade’ 56, 
‘Carol’ $9,000; ‘Waltz’ 
Dual NSH 76, Omaha 


Omaha, Dec. 20. 

‘Blondie,’ dualled at Brandeis with 
‘Dr. Meade’ had several good ties 
with Omaha World-Herald, which 
prints the strip. Manager Bill Mis- 
kell of Orpheum also tied with 
newspaper on charity stunt with 
passes to ‘Christmas Carol.’ 

Competish in form of Fibber Mc- 
Gee and company at Ak-Sar-Ben 
Coliseum for two performances, 
sponsored by Station WOW on char- 
ity deal. 

Estimates for This Week 


Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (950-810-650; 10-25) — ‘Three 
Loves’ (M-G) and ‘Straight, P 
Show’ (20th), dual, split with ‘Ho 
Co-ed’ (20th), ‘Secrets of Actress’ and 
‘Hunted Men’ (Par), tripler. So- 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Hot to Handl 
(M-G) and ‘Rich Man’ (M-G). dual, 
split with ‘Man Remember’ (RKO), 
‘Annabel’ (RKO) and ‘Dracula’ (U- 
reissue), tripler, $1,900, mediocre. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Blondie’ (Col) and ‘Dr. 
Meade’ (Col). Slated for nice $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Girls School’ (Col) and 
‘Comet,’ $4,000, middling. 

Omaha (Blank) (2.200: 10-25-40)— 
‘Great Waltz’ (M-G) and ‘Arrest 
Drummond’ (Par). Not so hot at 
$7,000. Last week. ‘Sisters’ and ‘Al- 
ways Trouble’ (20th), $6,500, so-so. 


Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—Hard to Get’ and ‘Christmas Carol’ 
(M-G). Extra publicity should help 
to $9,000, fairish. Last week, ‘Algiers’ 
(UA) and ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G), $8,700, 
very ordinary. 


Town (Goldberg) (1,250: 10-20-25) 
—‘Port Missing Girls’ (Mon), ‘Over- 
land Stage Raiders’ (Rep) and ‘Fugi- 
tives for Night’ (RKO), tripler, split 
with ‘Frontier Secut’ (GN), ‘Straight, 
Place, Show’ (20th) and “Three on 
Weekend’ (GN), tripler: n.g. $1,300, 
Last week, ‘Mysterious Rider’ (Par), 
‘When Born’ and ‘Marines Here’ 
(Mon.), tripier, split with ‘Speed to 
Burn’ (20th), ‘Gateway’ (20th) and 
mise ay Service’ (RKO), tripler, $1,500, 
good. 
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‘Corner’ $3,000, Mpls.; ‘Sub’ $4,000, 
‘Sonata 16 4th Wk. 


Madness’ $2,400, 








Minneapolis, Dec. 20. 

‘Just Around the Corner’ fair in 
volume, though $3,000 is slow. ‘Sub. | 
marine Patrol’ getting some kid 
trade for $4,000. In its fourth week 
at the World ‘Moonlight Sonata’ still 
continues to hold on. 

Save for the roadshow legit Ly- 
ceum and Palace pop vaudeville, no 
stage entertainment is in early pros- 
pect, even for New Year’s. week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Road Demon’ (20th) and ‘Orphan 
Annie’ (Par). Will be lucky to reach 
a poor $1,000. Last week, ‘Dracula’ 
and ‘Frankenstein’ (both U) tremen- 
dous $4,500, nine days, despite big 
drop last part of engagement. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40)—‘Angels’ (2d week). Moved 
here from Orpheum where it was 
okay. Pacing for $4,500. Last week, 
“Say French’ (Par), $2,500, bad. 





Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
*Spring Madness’ (M-G). Okay $2,400 
indicated. Last week, ‘Garden of 


Moon,’ light $2,400. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer (2,800; 25-35- 
40)—‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th). Kids 
giving it some matinee play but only 


a light $4.000 in sight. Last week, 
‘Angels,’ $9,000. 
State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 


40)—‘Around Corner’ (20th). Pretty 
much neglected outside of matinee 
drag. Mixed comment. Traveling at 
slow $3,000 pace. Last week, ‘Citadel’ 
(M-G) finished fine to $6,000, much 
better than expected. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Auc- 


tion Girls (Indie) and ‘39 Steps’ 
(GB) (reissue). Just a_ filler-in, 
limping toward poor $600. Last 


week, ‘Strange Adventures’ (Indie) 
(4th week), $800, okay, with Elaine 
Barrie’s ‘How to Undress,’ short, the 


draw. 

Uptewn (Par) (1,200; 25-35)— 
*Suez’ (20th) and ‘Four’s Crowd,’ 
split. First neighborhood showings. 


air $2,500 sighted. Last week, ‘Men 
Wings’ (Par) $2,800, pretty good. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-44-55) 
—‘Moonlight Sonata’ (Indie) (4th 
week). Dropping to $1,000 this 
week, but should stage a comeback 
tor} Christmas. Last week, $1,200, 
mild. 


15-30-40)—‘Little Tough Guys’ (U) 





and ‘Storm Over Bengal’ (Rep). 
House is at disadvantage in being 
few steps off the main stem, which | 
means patrons are pretty sparse this | 


week, and light session indicated | 
with $2,600. Last week, ‘Peck’s Bad 
Boy’ (RKO) and ‘Exciting Night 


(U) sluggish $2,300. 


WALTZ - ‘CAROL’ 





2 SPOTS 


| 

Boston, Dec. 20. 
‘Great Waltz,’ dualled with 
‘Christmas Carol’ at the Loew stands | 





as the only offering in town showing | 
real strength during the Xmas let- | 
down. 

Keith Boston brings back vaude 
Sunday (25). First week will be 
split (25 to 29), then a new vaude 
show Dec. 30 to Jan. 2. Regular 
policy after that will be vaude -Fri- 
days, Saturdays and Sundays only, 
with dual second run pix on the 
same bill at 20-30-40. Monday to 
Thursday straight films at 15-20-25- 
40 will be the rule. 

Normandie, previously a cafe, and | 
originally the old B. F. Keith vaude 
house, reopened Friday (16) as 
double feature stand. 

Estimates for This Week 
Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Angels’ and ‘Down on Farm’ 
(20th) (2d run). Medium $6,500. 
Last week ‘Heart of North’ and 
‘Sharpshooters’ (20th) pallid $5,300. 
Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 








35-40-55 )—‘Secrets of Nurse’ (U) and 
‘Swing, Sisters’ (U). Very sluggish, 
$9,000. -Last week ‘Drums’: (UA): (3d 
wk) and ‘Next Time Marry’ (RKO) 
(Ist wk), $11,000, fair. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 25-35- 








"THANKS DUAL 


$5,900, L’VILLE 





Louisville, Dec. 20. 

Houses holding back best product 
until after holidays, so current spell 
is finding the managers virtually 
marking time until after Xmas. With 
tobacco markets returning plenty of 
jack to growers of this section, biz 
may be on upbeat after New Year’s. 

Two big-seaters, the Rialto with 
‘Thanks for Everything’ on a dual, 
and Loew’s State with ‘Drums,’ also 
on double bill, are gathering fairish 
returns, but the balance of the 
houses are in the doldrums. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40)—“Young Heart’ 
(UA) and ‘Flirting Fate’ (M-G). 
After medium week at Loew’s Siate 
this combo is finding pickings pretty 
slim. Slowest week-end biz in past 
four months is holding the pair down 
to $1,500. Last week, ‘West with 
Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Adventure in 
Sahara’ (Col),. fair $1,900 on third 
downtown week. 


Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)—| 


Sisters’ and ‘Garden Moon.’ Sight- 
ing fair enough $1,600. Last week, 
“Certain Age’ (U) and ‘Valley 
Giants,’ satisfactory $1,700. 

 Leew’s State (Loew's) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—‘Drums’ (UA) and ‘Smash- 
ing Spy Ring’ (Col). Considerable 
newspaper publicity and street stunt 
exploitation battling the seasonal 
dullness. Ambling toward fair $5,- 
200. Last week, ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) 
and ‘Little Adventuress’ (Col), mild 


000. 

Mary Andersen (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—Heart of North.’ Lacking 
punch at $2,900. Last week, ‘Angels,’ 
on third stanza, chalked up fair 


$2,300. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Limber- 
lost’? (Mono) and ‘Awful Truth’ 
(Col), dual, split with ‘Beloved Brat’ 
(Col) and ‘Death Kiss’ (Indie). 
Weak $1,200. Last week, ‘Lost Hori- 
zon’ (Col) and ‘Women Are Like 
That,’ split with ‘Buccaneer’ (Par), 
and ‘Couldn’t Say No’; $1,600, all 
right. 

Rialte (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- 
30-40)—"Thanks for Everything’ 
(20th) and ‘Secrets of Nurse’ (U). 
Getting nice play in spite of fever- 

shopping situation in downtown 


district, and appears to have the | 500. 


ump on other houses at the moment. 
ait sizes up as steady, $5.500. 
week, ‘Say French’ (Par) and 
‘Crooked Mile’ (Par) on the light- 


> .4peight side at $4.7 


00. 
Strand, (Fourth: Avenue) , (1,400; 


40-55)—‘Say French’ (Par) and 
‘Crooked Mile’ (Par). Swerving to 
puny $9,500. Last week ‘Submarine 
Patrol’ (20th) and ‘Thanks for 
Memory’ (Par), okay $14,900. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—Great Waltz’ (M-G) = and 
‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G). Very 
good. Making it a great $19,000. 
Last week ‘Young Heart’ (UA) and 
‘Spring Madness’ (M-G) dandy 
$16,000. ; 
Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55 )—‘Angels’ and ‘Down on Farm’ 
(20th). Okay $8,500 in sight. Last 
week ‘Heart of North’ and ‘Sharp- 
shooters’ (20th) n.s.h. $7,200. 
Seoliay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-"5) 


ner’ (20th) (2d run). Meek $5,000 
gait. - Last week ‘Sisters’ and -‘Gang- 
ster’s Boy’ (Mono) (2d run) satis- 
factory $6,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55) 
—Great Waltz’ (M-G) and ‘Christ- 
mas Carol’ (M-G). Aiming high 
toward $15,000. Last week ‘Young 
Heart’ (UA) and ‘Spring Madness’ 
(M-G) okay $12,000. 


‘Heart of North’ and ‘Around Cor-- 


‘SUB PATROL’ FAIR 


$7,000 IN DENVER 


Denver, Dec. 20. 

Rialto with ‘Cowboy and the Lady,’ 
after two weeks in two other spots, 
plus ‘Strange Faces,’ is the only 
house able to stick its head above 
an average level. 

‘Submarine Patrol’ and stage show 
are doing fair at the Denver. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 
‘Angels,’ after a week at the Denver. 
Set for $3,500. Last week, ‘Cowboy 
and Lady’ (UA) good at $4,000, after 
a week at the Denver. 

Broadway (Fox) 





‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) and ‘Annabe? | 


(RKO), both after a week at the Or- 
pheum. 





(1,100; 25-40)— | 





or ey 


The New York Financial Writers’ Assn. presented its first ‘Financial 
Follies’ last Friday (16) at the Hotel Astor, before a capacity audience of 
more than 800, including financial leaders of New York. List of guests read 
like a ‘Who’s Who’ in Wall Street, including Thomas M. Lamont, J. Carlisle 
MacDonald, W. O. Douglas, SEC head; William Martin, head of N. Y. Stock 
Exchange; Marriner S. Eccles, head of Federal Reserve; Floyd B. Odlum, 
H. Oliphant, of U. S. Treasury Dept.; M. H. Aylesworth and H. B. Swope. 

Skits and musical numbers were devoted to lampooning events and fig- 





ures in the financial world during 1938. One of funniest blackouts was the 
25-40 )— one in which Floyd B. Odlum was portrayed as accepting merchandise 


from various companies in lieu of cash dividends, with familiar broker 
house gag used as tagline. 

George Price, ex-comedian, now holding a seat on the stock exchange 
himself, produced the entire show. It grossed about $7,500, 





Use of small, brilliant electric lights attached to the top of cameras 


Hitting a snag at $1,500.| promises to revolutionize indoor news coverage and informal shooting of 


Last week, ‘Great Waltz’ (M-G) and | celebrities by the newsreels. First introduced a few weeks ago by News of 


after a week at the Orpheum. 


H B | ‘Spring Madness’ (M-G), nice $3,000 | 
4, . 9 | Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 


40)—‘Say French’ (Par). Not show- 
ing to advantage with $4,200. Last 
week, ‘Crooked Mile’ (Par) and 
stage show, $4,900, poor. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-50)— 
‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th), and stage 
show. Fair enough $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Angels,’ $13,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2;600; 25-35-40) 


|—Dramatic School’ (M-G), and 
i‘Law West of Tombstone’ (RKO). 
Poor $6,000. Last week, ‘Shining 


Hour’ (M-G) and ‘Annabel’ (RKO), 


| $9,000, good. 


Paramount ‘Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Heart of North’ and ‘Comet Over 
Broadway.’ Set for $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Goes My Heart’ (UA) and 
‘Always Trouble’ (20th), $4,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Cow- 
boy and the Lady’ (UA) after a 
week at each the Denver and Alad- 
din, and ‘Strange Faces’ (U). Only 
house ringing up better than aver- 


age coin. Paced at $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Drac- 
ula’ (U), also $2,000. . 





‘Blondie’-Home Talent 
Good $13,000, Balto 


Baltimore Dec. 20. 

Strategic spotting of home talent 
‘Baltimore Follies’ by Hipp in tie-up 
with local News-Post helping 
‘Blondie’ into nice lead for week’s 
biz. Rest of downtowners ambling 
along uneventfully with some mild 
interest in ‘Drums’ at Loew’s Cen- 
tury. 





Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55) — ‘Drums’ (UA), plus 


stage show. Mild $8,000. Last week 
‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G), $8,900. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Blondie’ (Col). 
Nicely hooked to local ‘Baltimore 
Follies’ staged in tie-up with News- 
Post and beating depresh with town- 
ene $13,000. Last week, ‘Next 
Time Marry’ (RKO) and Count 
Basie band, new low for recent 
months with $9,290. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 15- 
25-35-40-55)—‘Storm’ (U). Opens to- 
night (19) after so-so week of 
‘Crooked Mile’ (Par) to $3,700. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55)—Thanks for Everything’ (20th). 
Unexciting $3,000. Last week re- 
vival of ‘Slave Ship’ (20th) on nine- 
day fill-in, $3,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3,250; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Sisters’ (2d week). Getting 








$5,000 after $11,600 on the opener. 





‘Trade Winds’ Preems to Breezy 
$14,500, Philly; 


Carol-Disney 146 





Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 

Mighty powerful is ‘Trade Winds,’ 
which world-preemed at Aldine, 
clicking off $14,500 and assured of at 
least one more week. Nice bally 
npale. in addition to presence of 
Fr c March and Tay Garnett in 
town for a press party, aided plenty. 

Likewise good is ‘Cowboy and 
Lady,’ at the Karlton, on second run. 
Amazingly enough, it is doing bet- 
ter than $4,000, while it did only 
slightly better than $6,500 last week 
in its third lap at the Aldine. ‘Lit- 
tle Tough Guy’ at the Stanton, too, is 
holding its own nicely at $4,800. 

Year’s phenomenon, dualling of 
‘Frankenstein’ and ‘Dracula’ at the 
tiny 350-seater Studio Theatre, con- 
tinues its merry way. Skedded for 
ousting tomorrow (Wednesday) it 
will instead start its fifth week on 
Thursday and perhaps even h. o. for 
a sixth. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 42-57-68-75) 
-—Trade Winds’ (UA). Under the 
draught of nice publicity, strong bally 
and pleasant handling by the crix, 
preem is blowing to a very good $14,- 
. Certain of at least one more 
stanza. Last week, ‘Cowboy and 


Last | Lady’ (M-G) (3d week) not too bad 


with slightly over $6,500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 37-57-68-75)— 
‘Comet Over Broadway.’ One of 
those pre-Xmas things that fills. the 





screen and that’s all. Brutal at $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Dramatic School’ (M-G), 
weak $13,100. ‘Sweethearts’ (M-G) 
due Thursday. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 25-37-42-57-638) 
— Hard to Get’ and Benny Davis 
revue. Near the midsummer low 
mark at $17,500. Last week, ‘Say 
French’ (Par) with Richard Himber 
band, bad $17,700. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 37-57-68-75)— 
‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G) and ‘Ferdi- 
nand the Bull’ (RKO). Giving the 
short almost equal billing with the 
feature, resulted in fair $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Angels’ (3d week), $11,000. 
‘Thanks for Everything’ (20th) in on 
Thursday, 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 37-42-57-68) 
—Cowboy and the Lady’ (M-G) (2d 
run). Showing commendable forti- 
tude with $4,000 after three weeks at 
the Aldine. Last week, ‘Annabel’ 
(RKO), $2,850. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 37-42-57-68) 
—‘Angels’ (2d run). Set for $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Spring Madness’ (M-G) 
(2d run), $3,400. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 37-57-68-75) 
—Heart of North.’ Rock bottom 
$9,000. Last week, ‘West with 
Hardys’ (M-G) (2d week), n.s.h. 
$9,600. 

Stanton (WB) (1,437; 26-42-57)— 
‘Little Tough Guy’ (U). Showing 
fair amount of muscle at $4,800. Last 





week, ‘Crooked Mile’ (Par), $5,300. 


the Day, when it handled the opening of the Met opera season in New 
York, other four newsreels quickly adopted the method. 

Miniature lighting arrangement is illuminated by means of a porteble 
battery. Its use does away with newsreelers having to depend on house 
juice, clumsy and bulky cables and delay caused by having to depend on 
electrical current. Where such current was not available, indoor night 
shots not properly illuminated were impossible excepting by employing 
flares, not always satisfactory. 





Susan Myrick, columnist on Macon, Ga., Telegraph, has signed with 
Selznick-International to assist in filming of ‘Gone With the Wind.’ Scrib- 
bler is personal friend of Margaret Mitchell and her contract calis for her 
to be ‘arbiter in manners and customs of the times, as well as tutoring 
members of the cast, white and black, in accents and characteristics.’ 

Miss Myrick is second Georgian signed to assist George Cukor, who will 
direct ‘Wind.’ Wilbur Kurtz, Atlanta artist and expert in historical lore, 


has already been to Hollywood to assist in physical background pre- 
liminaries, 





Farmer near the RKO ranch had worked a petty racket for weeks. 
Procedure was to start his rattling old tractor going whenever a film 
troupe started shooting, and then accepting a gratuity for stopping the 
noise. Plot was finally foiled when RKO’s ‘12 Crowded Hours’ company 
worked until 2 a.m., with the plowman tilling his soil all night and waiting 
for someone to cross his pam with silver. He didn’t know the company 
was shooting silent scenes. It cost him a night’s sleep and plenty of gas. 





Wardrobe department on a major lot was ordered to clean no more 
clothes for contract players, even though the duds were being used in a 
picture. Expensive coat, owned by a star, came back from the studio 
cleaners several sizes too small, so the company had to pay off. Former 
practice was to clean clothes at night to avoid delays in the next day’s 
shooting. Production has been slowed up since the edict went into effect. 





A worried search by El Brendel, Jr., for his father, the Swede dialect 
comic, was terminated by word from the Coast that the elder Brende] had 
turned up there safely. Young Brendel, manager of a Philadelphia hall, 
had been seeking his father for more than two weeks, ever since he left 
Philly to fill a Chicago vaude date. He failed to turn up in Chicago and 
was unheard from until he suddenly popped into Los Angeles. 





‘From a G-man to a B-man’ is the wheeze attendant to former Federal 
Bureau of Investigation Leon G. Turrou’s sale of his ‘Confessions of a Nazi 
Spy’ story he sold for films. Reported paid $25,000. Turrou’s book, ‘Nazi 
Spies in America,’ in collaboration with Dave Wittels of the New York 
Eve. Post, who has been writing Nazi expose stuff, is being brought out 
by Random House. 





Foreign sign language caused a scene to be tossed out of Walt Disney’s 
Donald Duck picture, ‘Hockey Champ.’ In the offending scene, two of 
Donald’s nephews placed their finger’s alongside their foreheads as if they 
were horns. In Latin-American countries this simple gesture means some- 
thing naughty. 





‘Lone Ranger,’ serial, may change the attitude towards westerns in many 
foreign sectors. Venezuela and Great Britain indicate that the Republic 


serial is doing at least 50% better than any previous western playing in 
those regions. 











PHILLY SCHISM 


New Body Threatens to Disrupt 
Exhib Strength 








Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 
What it is believed will be an of- 
ficial announcement that Sid Samuel- 
son, former prez of Allied of New 
Jersey, has accepted the exec secre- 


taryship of the new Philly Allied 
unit, has been postponed until Jan. 
3: - Dave -Yaffe, secretary, said a 
statement will be issued at that time 
clarifying what has been going on at 
numerous conferences of the board 
of managers with Samuelson. 
Meantime, Lewen Pizor; prez of 
United Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
érs, original and rival outfit, is 
understood contemplating calling a 
meeting. This will be in the nature 
of a test of strength, as a great many 
former UMPTO members have 


sworn their allegiance to the new | 


Allied group. Although the num- 
ber of exhibs in Allied will prob- 
ably be greater than those in 
UMPTO, latter, with several impor- 
tant members, may easily represent 
more houses, 


$1,000,000 Suit Quashed 


Dismissal of the $1,000,000 in- 
fringement suit of Clara Lipman and 
th2 estate of Sam Shipman against 
RKO-Radio Pictures, Inc., has been 
affirmed by the Federal Circuit 
Court of Appeals, N. Y. 

Suit was the result of the Lily 
Pons picture, ‘I Dream Too Much,’ 
which the plaintiffs claimed was 
taken from their play, ‘Defend the 











Woman.’ 





HEART’ 106, ‘SPRING, 
VAUDE DITTO, CLEVE. 





Cleveland, Dec. 20. 

Both RKO Palace and Loew’s State 
barely reaching the $10,000 mark. 
Former is sweating with ‘Spring 
Madness’ and Count Berni-Vici’s 
unit. Latter house just getting by 
with ‘There Goes My Heart.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Alhampra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—'Storm Over Bengal’ (Rep). Go- 
ing mildly to $900 for four days. Last 
week, ‘Girls School’ (Col) and ‘West- 
ern Jamboree’ (Rep), better at 
$1,300 
. Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Angels.’ Fourth h. o. and only be- 
ing kept in as a gamble. Perhaps a 
split-week if biz drops. Can’t see 
a than $2,000. Last week, $3,- 


Hipp (Warner) (3,700: 30-35-42-55) 
—Heart of North.’ Very sour at 
$8,400. Last week, ‘Thanks for Every- 
thing’ (20th), $8,000, in the cellar. 


Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Spring Madness’ (M-G) and Count 
Berni-Vici’s vaude unit. Can’t get 
out of second gear at $10.000. Last 
week, ‘Listen, Darling’ (M-G) and 
Bob Crosby’s band cut itself a juicier 
slice, $12,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-45-42-55) 
—Goes My Heart’ (UA). Good cast 
and plugging raising this one to $10,- 
000. Last week, ‘Cowboy and Lady’ 
(UA). $12,500, satisfactory. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972: 30-35-42- 


55)—Christmas Carol’ (M-G). At 
$3,000 barely paying the help. 
‘Thanks for Memory’ (Par), last 


week covered the rent, $2,500. 


‘LONE RANGER’ IN PERSON 

Bob Livingstone, the ‘Lone Ran- 
ger’ of Republic’s western serial, is 
being submitted for personals by the 
Charles Allen office. Bt 
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ANGLO-FRENCH PROD. IN U.S. 











> 


Industry Will Await Full Details 
Before Acting 1 im Aussie Situation 











No decision as to what steps will bis Films Losing Out 


be taken to combat drastic new leg- | 
islation in New South Wales will be 

made by the American industry or 
the Hays office until a detailed copy 





In Dutch Indies; U.S. Tops 


Washington, Dec. 20. 
U. S. films continue to hold their 


|own in the Dutch East Indies, with 


of new measure is received in New | German pix steadily losing popular- 


York. Only cabled synopsis of main 
points have been received by the 
Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors headquarters in N. Y. 

Both the 25% rejection right and 
the clause which forces an exhibitor 
to show at least 15% in British prod- 
uct are causes for Yankee com- 
plaints. The old quota requirements 
21%4.%) for U. S. companies were re- 
enacted, although American distribu- 
tors had previously ignored the old 
quota because they held it to be 
unconstitutional. 


Meantime, American films 
alert to any attempt of Australia to 
negotiate a trade treaty similar to 
recent one between U. S. and Great 
Britain. Latter pact is generally 
regarded as overlooking the U. S. 
picture business almost entirely on 
distribution and production, although 
the American trade had hoped that 
some of the restrictions in Great 
Britain’s. present quota law might 
be overcome by the treaty. 

Industry experts feel that Aus- 
tralia already receives enough from | 
the American picture business, via | 


are | 


fees, taxes and special footage levy | 


what 
countries. 


Reiteration of their stand against 
nationalization of distribution in Italy 
was taken by major company foreign 
chiefs at a meeting held at the Hays 
office in New York Friday (16). Con- 
fab was called because Motion Pic- 
ture Producers & Distributors Asso- 
ciation wanted to sift reports that the 
Italian government had offered a 
compromise in the form of six-month 
extension before the government 
would take over distribution of for- 
eign films. 

It was brought out at the session 
that verbal offer had been made one 
or two U. S. companies, seeking their 
approval of a six-month stay of plac- 
ing into effect distribution on a fiat 
rental basis. Nationalization decree 
becomes effective Jan. 1. 


Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 








—Nov. 6 

‘Robert’s Wife,’ Globe—Nov. 23, °37. 

“Me —_ My Girl,’ Victoria Palace 
—Dec. 16, ’37. 

rangle Sharp,’ Little—Jan. 26, '38. 
a Ridge,’ Strand—April 27, 


‘French — en Tears,’ Criterion 


‘Glorious Morn Whitehall — 
May 26, ’38. ine. 


arorg, Moving’ Ambassador — 


BAS 
t's Wife,’ Savoy—June 10. 
ae Fleet’s Lit Up,” Hippodrome— 


rge and Margaret,’ Piccadilly 


ug. 

‘Running Riot,’ Gaiety—Aug. 31, 

‘Flashing Stream,’ Lyric—Sept. 1. 
‘Room for Two,’ ceed tat yg 6. 
“Dear Octopus,’ Queens—Sept. 1 
‘The Corn Is Green,’ cane” —_ 

Sept. 20. 


a Mr. Chips,’ Shaftesbury 

‘Elephant in Arcady,’ Kin _ 
Oct. 5. “ ee 
oan” Get Your Gun,’ Adelphia— 


*When ye Are Married,’ St. Mar- 
tin’s—Oct. 1 


PP ase Wedding.’ Wynham’s — Oct. 


«'Gondness, How Sad,’ Vaudeville— 


aver Delight,’ His Majesty's 


‘Elisabeth of Austria,’ Garrick — 
ov. 3. 


‘Traitor’s Gate,’ Duke of York — 
Nov. 17. 

‘Geneva,’ Saville—Nov. 22. ° 

‘Under Your Hat,’ Palace—Nov. 24. 


‘Story of Afri 
Nov. 30. can Farm,’ New 


‘Windfall,’ Apollo—Dec. 15. 





ity, according to a dispatch from the 
office of the American commercial 
attache at Batavia to the Department 
of Commerce. 

For a number of years, American 
productions have held their share of | 


film market. Chinese pix rank | 
second to the U. S., attache reported | 
playing mostly to all-Chinese audi- 
ences. However, these pictures are | 
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BLLINGUALS I 
N.Y. TERRITORY 





ing Short-Budget Films in 
Both English and French 


—Financing Difficulties in | 


France Forcing This Trend | the Confederation of Mexican Work-| Bank this month. 


of Thought 


| TALENT A BIG PROBLEM 


approximately two-thirds of the total 


] 


| 


Present production in New York 
is being watched closely by top 
French producers to see if it would 


‘not exactly in the same competitive | be feasible to turn out top features, | 


field with American 
explained. 


films,’ it was 


German films were described as} 
having ‘lost a considerable amount | 


of their popularity in recent years’ 
in the report. 





Pictures for Minors 


Under 16 in Quebec 


Receive Big Setback 





Montreal, Dee. 20. 

Fight for modification 
stringent Quebec provincial law bar- | 
ring minors under 16 from picture | 


lock last week with the report of the 
Montreal Catholic School Commis- 
sion which urged that the law should 
be maintained and more. severe 
measures to guarantee observance be 
enforced. .The report added that 
judicious selection of films, condi- 
tions of surveillance, profitable edu- 
cational presentation, and length and 
frequency of performances could be 
mure closely guarded in schools than 
in theatres. 

Endorsation of ‘Boys Town,’ shown 
here at Capitol two weeks in No- 
vember, by priests and education 
authorities, while it did not open the 
theatre to minors, came very near 
getting legal sanction and seemed to 
be a long step in the direction of 
modification of the law. 

The report closes, ‘If the child 
could see recreational films in the 
theatres he would lose interest in 
school programs and schools would 
thus lose a powerful means of edu- 
cation—a result absolutely contrary 
to the conclusions advanced by those 
seeking reform of the present law.’ 


‘ROCKET,’ INT'L SHOW, 
CLICKS IN LONDON BOW 


London, Dec. 20. 

Dorlay’s ‘Christmas Rocket,’ an 
excellent international spectacle, 
opened at the Coliseum this week. 
Comprises 75 items of circus and 
vaudeville. 

Show is in for four weeks and 
appears ideal holiday entertainment. 
First night’s receipts hit $15,000 at 
s~ecial prices, returns being donated 
to refugee childrer. 


Veloz-Yolanda Start 








Big at Ciro’s, London 





London, Dec. 20. 
Veloz and Yolanda opened at 
Ciro’s last night (Monday), going 
over big in seven dance numbers. 
Despite many cancellations due to 
the intense cold the club was well 
filled. 


Paris Frost Chills B.O. 


Paris, Dec. 20. 
Cold weather is killing business 
here. 
It’s hurting openings and general 
b. o. 








»| tion’ and 





: : . 2 | houses, even if accompanied by pa- | 
on prints, which are out of line with | rents or guardians, can into a dent | 
is charged films from other | 





| in English, in American plants along | 


'20th-Fox Foreign 


the Atlantic seaboard. Their study 
of progress made on ‘Third of a Na- 
‘Back Door to Heaven,’ 
American films, along with the mod- 
est budgets with which they were 


made, has extended to the point 


where insiders in the foreign field | 


now claim it will be only a few 
months before foreign production 
units will start in N. Y. 


The above duo, for Par release, 
| have just been completed by Harold | 


| Orlob and William K. Howard, re-| 
of the! | spectively, at the Astoria plant, on 


| costs of $200,000 and $300,000. The 


French feel that if the Americans | 


can do it, they should cut costs in 


half, because of less costly standards. | 


Present move is not predicated 
on any desire to crash into the 
American production field, but 
rather is based on necessity. French 
producers are finding it difficult to 
get sufficient financing for French 
projects. Although they need only 
$100,000 or thereabouts, present rate 
of exchange and generally unsettled 
conditions in Europe, make loans dif- 
ficult. Then, too, leading producers 
are inclined to fear what the gov- 
ernment may do to the entire film 
business in France. Threat is to 
make it a government operation. 

In addition, French producers have 
discovered their usually available 
marketing channels hindered by 
nazi and fascist control. By making 
their films in English, some feel they 
might secure added revenue in Eng- 
land and the U. S., besides holding 
their old markets by dubbing or 
titling into French. 

Those French producers who have 
been investigating the situation plan 
to employ the same conservative 
methods of financing for the U. S. 
production that they have used in 
their own country. They would have 
contracts for stars, directors and 
stories set and possibly 50% of the 
needed revenue contracted for 
through distribution deals before go- 
ing into the American market for 
loans to carry on production. These 
picture production people have used 
the same method successfully in 
France, and by being able to hold 
budgets to $150,000 to $200,000 in this 
country, they anticipate the same 
success on any American enterprise. 

Besides their old market in Eu- 
rope and in this country, the re- 
cently developed market for French 
films in South America would help 
bolster grosses. 

What proponents of the plan rec- 
ognize as a major handicap, how- 
ever, is the fact that French players 
would be subject to U. S. and native 
income taxes, as and when brought 
to America for filmizations. How- 
ever, it’s figured (1) that there are 
enough permanent French players in 
the U. S. and (2) that the i .creased 
market possibilities make possible 
an extension on the talent budgets 
for those prominent players import- 
ed for these Franco-American ver- 
sions. 





COMMACK IN CAPE TOWN 


Cape Town, Dec. 6. 
Benjamin Y. Commack, RKO for- 
eign executive, stopped off here on 
a leg of his world inspection tour. 
He next goes to the Far East. 


Japan Pays Final Installment to U.S. 





| Rex here, 
|the Spanish Red Cross, as it heard 


Distribs, Abiding by Pact on Ban Lit 


|'Mexican Union Bans Naail 
French Producers Mull Mak- | 





‘Carmen,’ Spanish-Made 


Mexico City, Dec. 20. 
‘Carmen,’ produced in Germany 
| by Ciefsa, Spanish film colony, has | 
| been banned throughout Mexico by | 


ers, which recently gave the Italian- 
|made ‘Scinio Africanus’ the gong on 
the ground that it is fascistic. 
Confederation forbade wide ad- 
vertising of ‘Carmen’ at the Cine 
though it was for aid of 


some of the players are reaction- 
aries, and as the picture was made | 


| 
|in Germany it must have some Nazi 


propaganda. 





Executives Huddie 


On \ World Situash, 


Walter J. Hutchinson, 20th-Fox | 


| foreign manager, returns to the U. 


S. tomorrow (22), after a_ five- 





months’ tour of South America, 
South Africa and Europe. Also ar- 
riving with Hutchinson are Robert 
T. Kane, in charge of production for 
20th-Fox in England; F. L. Harley, | 
sales director for the United King- 
dom; J. F. Pattinson, assistant —_ 
manager for the U. K., and 

Miggins, general European tt 

Hutchinson looked over general 
film business in South America and 
| checked up on 20th-Fox’s new for- 
eign subsidiary in South Africa, 
20th-Fox Film, Ltd., at Johannes- 
burg. Kane will confer with S. R. 
Kent and others on the British pro- 
duction setup for next year’s pic- 
tures to be produced at Gainsbor- 
ough Studios. Last two pictures 
completed by Kane for British Em- 
pire distribution were ‘Inspector 
Hornleigh’ and ‘So This Is London,’ 
both double-quota films. 

Harley, Pattinson and Miggins 
will take part in general foreign 
sales conference, in which Eddie 
Cohen, manager for 20th-Fox in 
Ecuador, and J. Carlo Bavetta, man- 
ager in Brazil, will also join. Latter 
two just arrived in N. Y. 


WINTERGARTEN, BERLIN, 
CELEBRATES 50TH ANNI 


Berlin, Dec. 10. 

Fiftieth anniversary of Berlin's 
oldest variety house, the Winter- 
garten, recalls the many interna- 
tional vauders who got their Conti- 
nental okay here. Such names as 
Lillian Russell, Loie Fuller, Ruth St. 
Denis and Yvette Guilbert drew top 
houses and pay here. 

One of these oldtimers, who still 
pulls big in this month’s anniversary 
bill, is Nick Kaufmann, from Roch- 
ester, N. Y. At 78, he goes full tilt 
«. his old stunts. He made his initial 
bow at this house in 1888, on high 
front-wheel bikes. From these he 
went to roller skates, starting the 
rink craze and popularizing it. 











‘Marie,’ ‘Hurricane’ Big 
Clicks in Cape Town 
Cape Town, Dec. 6. 
‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G) and 
‘Hurricane’ (UA) clicked big here. 


Former at the Plaza and latter at 
the Colosseum. 


London Preem Falters 














London, Dec. 20. 
‘Windfall,, an unlikely ' entry, 
, preemed at the Apollo Thursday (15). 
‘Play by Howard Irving Young and 
Jeffrey Dell was presented by Oskar 
Denes, with Reginald Denham direct- 
ing. 
Seemed based on _ interesting 
premise, but was inadequately 
worked out. , ; ‘ ds 


Final portion of the 3,000,000-yen 
($800,000) fund, comprising revenues 
collected in Japan by American dis- 
| tributors in the last 12 to 15 months, 
is being shipped to the San Fran- 
cisco branch of the Yokohama Specie 

First shipment 
|was made in September. Equal 
|amounts, according to a plan to re- 
llease ‘frozen’ American coin in 
Japan, were planned for deposit in 
the two succeeding months. 

Money is being credited to the 
eight major U. S. picture companies 
|involved. They have been promised 
| that at the end of three years they 
| will be able to withdraw the coin. 
| Non- negotiable promissory notes are 
being given the film companies. 
| The monetary phase of the deal 
lis part of the general agreement, 
| worked out with the Japanese gov- 
|ernment, whereby that nation agreed 
ito allow some 250 U. S. features into 
Japan before the end of 1938. 

This lifts the Japanese ban against 
| foreign films. Majority of major 
companies in the last few days have 
finished final shipments of their al- 
lotted 250 pictures. 

Estimated that these features will 
supply needs of U.S. distributors in 
Japan for the next 12 to 14 months. 
| Lifting of the ban came opportunely 
because nearly all the distribs had 
|exhausted their product. 


RADIO GLORIFIES 
FAMOUS THEATRES 


London Dec. 9. 

New series of BBC programs about 
famous West End theatres which 
specialize in musical shows wiil be- 
gin during January quarter, with a 
60-minute program concerning the 
Palace. House has in turn played 
light opera, ‘drawing room variety,’ 
films and revues, and it is hoped 
famous personalities associated with 
each of these phases will visit the 
mike. S. R. Littlewood, doyen of 
drama critics, is scripting. 

Sunday program planned for Feb- 
ruary will recall successes at the 
Lyric, Hammersmith, during regime 
of Sir Nigel Playfair, whose son, 
Giles, is writing a script. 

Final three theatres in ‘Famous 
Music Halls’ series will be Empire, 
Belfast (Dec, 20), Palace, Halifax 
(Jan, 6) and Holborn Empire. Dec. 
23 program will compare newly 
built Dudley Hippodrome with the 
former Dudley Opera House, which 
it replaces, and which was burnt 
out in 1936; Jack Hylton and his 
band will feature in an excerpt from 
the stage show. 


‘Great Waltz’ Off to Big 
Foreign Start in London 


London, Dec. 20. 
Premiere of Metro’s ‘Great Waltz’ 
at His Majesty’s Dec. 13 was ac- 
claimed by a brilliant audience. 
Fernand Gravet, one of stars in pic- 
ture, flew in from Paris for per- 
sonal appearance. 


| 

















‘Great Waltz’ is expected to do 
better business in the foreign field 
because of the Strauss music and 
elaborate scenes. It is expected to 


top the revenue in the domestic 
field. 





‘Citadel’ Finallly 


Opening in London 
London, Dec. 20. 
Understood that Metro’s ‘Citadel’ 
will finally open at the Empire, Dec. 
22. It was originally scheduled for 
a month earlier, but delayed due to 
a lawsuit by a Welsh doctor's wife 
against author, Pr. A. J. Cronin, She 
claimed that the landlady character 
in the novel defamed her. 
The action was settled ‘privately: 
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HERE THEY COME!... 


The reckless, lusty, 
swaggering sons of 
the thundering guns! 
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the musical’s sixth anniversaries. 
Thereafter it becomes another 
switch on the backstage musical with 
a machinating librettist planting the 
seeds of jealousy (Florence Rice, 
their personal amanuensis, is sud- 
denly made the pseudo-siren) and 
the plot goes off into the familiar 
boy-loses-girl evolution. And, of all 


as each, on their respective road 
tours, keep aware of their itiner- 
aries, their b.o. and their welfare, 
through the medium of a trade 
paper. The topper is when both 
read a review of the scheming 
librettist’s new play, and recognize 
the same set of circumstances which 
first split them. Both see the notice 
simultaneously and boy recaptures 
) girl pronto for the finale. 

’ There is so much in the film that 
it’s all the more astonishing that 
‘much wasn’t taken out. There are 
reprises galore of the title song, 

retty as a Picture,’ ‘Badinage,’ ‘On 

Parade, ‘Magic ia a Smile,’ ‘Every 
Lover Must Meet His Fate,’ 
*Mademoiselle,” and others. Then 
there is a lengthy duet of ‘Little 
Grey Home in the West,’ a non-Vic- 
tor Herbert interpolation, plus at- 
mospheric musical backgroundings 
of ‘Tea for Two’ and ‘Night and Day’ 
to set certain situations. 

Miss MacDonald, when finally de- 
ciding to forsake the dust of Broad- 
way for Hollywood’s more leisurely 
working hours—or so a film scout 
has bcen representing the situation 
—goes on a shopping spree. The 
fashion parade will be something for 

e femme cusiomers, for Metro’s 
designer, Adrian. sure let himself go. 
Despite the familiarity of this screen 
formula, Miss MacDonald carries it 





head-dress, from the currently fash- 
fonable hich-on-the-head hair-do to 


glad rags. She's 
graphically best when shown broad- 
casting ‘Bedinage’ on the 
hearts’ radio program. (The back- 
stage siuff takes them from theatre 
to radio, recording, and all the busy 
trimmings that go with a successful 
stage career.) 

Eddy supposedly records ‘On Par- 
ade’ for Victor with a Metro-Gold- 
; wyn-Maycr recording orchestra o 
“more than 100, all in full-dress rega- 

lia, and a cinch to break RCA if 
that’s the way the Victor company 
ever staced any of Eddy’s real-life 
waxings for that outfit. Perhaps the 
most disconcerting musical interlude 
of all, however, is the background 
musical usave of the ‘Poet and Peas- 
ant’ overiure, as it’s done here, for 
intended dramatic moments. The 
familiar ‘<cllop’ of the w.k. ‘P&P’ 
overture becomes intrusive in these 


» gequences, sounding almost like kid- 


ding on the square. Similarly ‘Hearts 
Flowers’ is used for obvious 
in the sequences when Frank 


things, Vaniery becomes a Dan Cupid | 


off well, looks stunning in most of | 
them, inclucing various changes of 


normal, and disports a gay array of | 
perhaps photo- | 


‘Sweet- | 


| broad entertainment are present in 
|this picture and it should reap 
/healthy grosses. Story and adapta- 
}tion are sound, production is hand- 
;some, direction is forceful and the 
|}acting is persuasive. It also has a 
;piquant title and better-than-aver- 
;age marquee strength, so it’s well 
fortified for good to above average 
business. 

Yarn is essentially a melodrama- 
romance built on the time-tested for- 
mula of the beauteous fugitive-from- 
justice and the demon hawkshaw 
who’s sent to bring ‘er back alive. 
They have a world-well-lost pash, 
but he eventually turns her in for 
the $100,000 reward, then proves her 
innocent of the killing of which 
everyone believes she’s guilty. It’s 
all frankly hoke, but surefire stuff 
|for mass emotional appeal, since it 
|has colorful and sympathetic char- 
acters, frequent injections of humor 
and because its dramatic qualities 
are continuously interesting. 

Screenplay by Dorothy Parker, 
Alan Campbell and Frank R. Adams 
|capitalizes the sound framework of 
Tay Garnett’s orignal, highlighting 
|its situations and endowing it with | 
pungent dialog. Garnett’s direction | 
shows keen insight and admirable 
| appreciation of the dramatic possi- 
bilities of the script. What's even 
more striking, however, is the fact 
that several members of the cast give 
much more clearly-defined and con- 
vincing performances than anything 
they’ve shown on the screen before— 
for which the direction seems un- 
doubtedly responsible. 

As the thick-skinned supersleuth 
with the fast line of gab, Fredric 
March brings enormous conviction to 
a difficult part. His is the compli- 
cated task of seeming phony on the 
surface, but essentially genuine un- 
derneath, of being a gay deceiver 














| with some women, but of persuading 
the audience of his sincerity when 
he meets the lovely fugitive, of por- 
traying a character that’s complex | 
and contradictory until the very end | 
of the picture. If he overplayed any 
one phase of the character, the cli- 
max of the yarn would be dissipated. 
It’s not the showy sort of part to 
|eatch an audience’s imagination, but 
| he makes it the occasion for a fine 
| performance. 
| As the harassed heroine whose 
| frenzied flight takes the action across | 
|the Pacific from Sz:. Francisco to 
Japan, China, Indo-China, Sumatra 
and India, Joan Bennett looks at- 
| tractive and gives an unusually cred- 
|ible performance. She has much 
more animation that normally and 
ishe brings a new and appealing 
warmth to her emotional scenes. The | 
,fact that she is a fugitive provides 
'the- excuse for her to go brunet 
| through most of the story. ; 
| Greatest surprise of the picture is 
jthe acting of Ann Sothern, as 
|March’s tough, acquisitive, amorous 





‘secretary. Completely reversing the 


Peter Karloca 


Barbara Wayne Shirley Ross 


Ernest Figg........ Edward Everett Horton 
BURMA nc ccc ccc cc etstovcccsecects Ben Blue 
WOUMOMORORD © .4v.0 be crcccecic Rafaela Ottiano 
Georges De Remi........-.-- Gregory Gaye 
AMAOER cc ccccccoccecsoecsen Luana Walters 


TomastoO ...cicccvccccesececes Alex Melesh 
Old Villager ....ccccccceseres Victor Kilian 
JUESS cc ccccccccccscesses  Mighaes Visarol 

Bing Crosby, back with a bundle 
of tuneful melodies, nonchalantly 
meanders through a light romance 
of the Prince Charming-peasant Cin- 
derella type, displaying a more 
convincing personality than hereto- 
fore. With a group of known fea- 
tured names surrounding Crosby, 
aiding considerably in dishing out 
the entertainment factors, picture is 
heading for substantia] boxoffice. 

Story is of a familiar pattern, but 
has been given a few new angles in 
treatment to freshen it up, besides 
the inclusion of several Rainger- 
Robin tunes that are particularly 
pleasant. Audiences will quickly ac- 
cept the yarn as a Cinderella fairy 
tale, and enjoy the many wacky and 
unorthodox sequences that are pre- 
sented during the unfolding. Pic- 
ture is rather episodic, and script 
could have been better, also direc- 
tion. 

Picture opens at nice pace, with 
wedding of Crosby and ge ge A Ross 
delayed through failure of latter’s 
former husband to obtain Paris 
divorce. Couple hop to Paris to speed 
it up, and Crosby leaves his pros- 
pective bride while he looks over 
a castle in a small Balkan village 
bought for their honeymoon nest. 
Persistent peasant girl, Franciska 
Gaal, elected queen of the forthcom- 
ing rose festival, ties to Crosby and 
refuses to be shaken off. Miss Gaal 
mischievously dogs Crosby constant- 
ly, with Miss Ross becoming jealous 
of the village queen when she finally 
arrives. But after Crosby and Miss 
Ross return to Paris for the oft- 


postponed wedding ceremony, Bing she discovers Greene's identity before | 
| dashes back to the village to grab | 


Miss Gaal for the happy ending. 


There’s a greater ease and assur- |} 


ance displayed by Crosby in his han- 
dling of the lead spot than previous- 
ly. He times his lines better, and 
gives a corking performance through- 
out. Miss Gaal is pert, pretty and 
capable as the village Cinderella, al- 
though at times her maneuvers to 
corral Crosby are too smart and 
sophisticated for the role. 

Comedy support is competently 
provided by Akim Tamiroff, Edward 
Everett Horton and Ben Blue. Tam- 
iroff excellently handles the lightly 
humorous role of the scheming town 
mayor, while Horton, as Crosby’s 


| valet, has many opportunities to de- 


liver in comedy situations. Blue is in 
a few sequences but manages to hit 
his share of laughs in brief routines. 
Miss Ross is okay as the bride-to-be. 

Spiked liquor used by Tamiroff in 
his tavern ‘provides top comedy se- 
quences. Blue is first victim, with 
Miss Gaal copping the bottle later 





money, picture does not disappoint, 
and will click mightily at the box 
office for extended runs. 

In color, Loretta Young is a beau- 
teous Kentucky belle, and her lens- 
ing in tints will be accepted as the 
best of any actress to date. A re- 
markable job of lighting and photo- 
graphic work by Ernest Palmer, long 
a top cameraman in the industry, al- 
though this is his first Technicolor 
production. 

Value of color in enhancing pro- 
duction values of this picture cannot 
be discounted. The beauties of the 
blue grass country, with exceptional 
shots of the mares and colts romping 
through the pastures, are outstand- 
ing. Sequences of the Kentucky 
Derby running, with wide sweep of 
the grandstand and entries parading 
to the post, are highly eppentinn The 
final drive down the stretch, with 
two horses nose to nose, has been 
built up expertly for greatest dra- 
matic effect. 

Walter Brennan gives a vivid and 
convincing characterization of the 
shrewd and irascible old Kentuckian 
who carries the memory of a feud 
dating back to Civil War days. His 
is one of the outstanding perform- 
ances of the year. 

Picture opens with a brief prolog 
detailing the start of the feud be- 
tween the Dillon-Goodwin families 
in 1861 when the Civil War broke 
out. Swings over to the present with 
Loretta Young, granddaughter of the 
original feuder, and Richard Greene 
having same ancestry in his family 
line. Greene returns from many 
years abroad, enters his father’s bank, 
trains horses as a hobby, and falls in 
love with Miss Young. Barrier of the 
feud prevents him from disclosing 
his real identity, and when his father 
refuses a loan to the girl’s father, the 
boy walks and gets a job as trainer 
of Miss Young’s remaining horse. 

With Greene training the new ac- 
quisition, rom=nce ensues, but when 


the Derby. Miss Youns tosses him out 
of the stable. Derby becomes a two- 
horse race in the stretch between 
Miss Young’s horse and 
Greene’s father. 
from all angles. 

Script is nicely paced, and David 
Butler, who also knows his racing, 


gets everything possible out of the) 
track sequences with highly capable | 


direction. 


Picture is handicanped bv an un-| 


happy ending which could easily 
have been changed. After the girl’s 
horse wins the Derby, Brennan is 
killed off in his greatest hour of tri- 
umph. The Brennan character has 
been a dominating note throuchout. 








that of| 
Result is obvious | 





cently by RKO in ‘Saint in New 
York,’ in which he impressed con- 
siderably. He is an_ ingratiating, 
youthful type. Joan Fontaine is the 
girl, an attractive type, who screens 
well, while more important among 
the students are Tom Brown and 
Richard Carlson, both excellent. 
Brown has a slight edge on Carlson, 
having a fat role. The lessers all 
acquit themselves creditably. 
Char. 


While New York Sleeps 


(WITH SONGS) 


20th-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel pro- 
duction. Features Michael Whaien, Jean 
Rogers, Chick Chandler. Directed by H. 
Bruce Humberstone. Adapted by Frances 
Hyland and Albert Ray from original by 
Frank Fenton and Lynn Root. Songs, Sid- 
ney Clare and Arthur Johnston; camera, 
Lucien Andriot; musical director, Samuel 
Kaylin; dances, Nicholas Casile and Geneva 
Sawyer; editor, Norman Colbert. At Albee, 


Brooklyn, dual, week Dec. 15, ‘38. Run- 
ning time, 61 mins. 

Barney Callahan.......... Michael Whalen 
| Judy King...... eeccesecsess-- Jean Rogers 
Snapper Doolan............. Chick Chandler 
Malcolm Hunt.......se..+.-Robert Kellard 
NOTA Parker. . ccccccce eeeee. Joan Woodbury 
JOG MOCO... cccccece @eceecse Harold Huber 
Happy Nelson..............-Maic Lawrence 
Ralph Simmons...........Sidney Blackmer 
© | rrr Pr William Demarest 





Credit Director Humbeistone, a 
good cast and tight script for a fast 
moving newspaper-murder mystery 
yarn. It chiefly revolves around 
Whalen and Chandler as a news- 
hawk-camera-clicking team. Chand- 
ler, as the irrepressible flashlight 
hound, enlivens the proceedings with 
wisecracks and good-natured raillery 
that’s infectious. 


Typical of this sort of newspaper 
yarn. Whalen is more sleuih than 
reporter, outwitting both police and 
other opposition reporters. He 
comes close to a jail term more than 
once through bold methods, but the 
most baffling aspects of two bond- 
racket murders seem like child’s 
play the way he handles them. 

Jean Rogers, a comer with a fresh, 
sparkling personality, is the No. 1 
fem and should go places, as will 
Joan Woodbury, a mobster’s ally. 
Harold Huber is excellent in his 
standard menace and William Dem- 
arest also stands out in a minor role. 

Songs and ensemble dancing are 
confined to a cabaret sequence, sub- 
ordinated as background fer the ac- 
tion of the story. 

Humberstone’s direction is smooth 
and clicks all the way. Quartet of 


Miss Young displays a wealth of| writers have done a_ workmanlike 
personality in the lead, and makes | job, contributing greatly to 71 inex- 


the most of a meaty role that gives | 
her vlenty of opportunity to display | 
ability to deliver a top performance. | 
Richard Greene is nersonable as the! tastefully dressed. 


male lead, but both are overshad- 
owed by 
trayal. 


pensive production handicapped by 
little-known cast. Dialog is snappy. 
photography excellent and interiors 
Humberstone- 
Whalen-Chandler trio will be given 


Brennan’s ‘brilliant por-| further opportunity to shape a series 


of similar yarns. 
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COMET OVER B’WAY 


Warner Bros. production and release. 
Features Kay Francis, Ilan Hunter, John 
Litel, Donald Crisp, Minna Gombel, Di- 
rected by Busby Berkeley. From story by 
Faith Baldwin; adaptation, Mark Hel- 
linger, Robert Buckner; camera, James 
Wong Howe. At Palace, N. Y., dual, 
week Dec. 15, '38. Running time, 65 mins, 


Eve Appletom....seercsecseees Kay Francis 
Bert Ballin ...cccevceeesasecers Ian Hunter 
Bill Appleton ..--sceesescevccess John Litel 
Grant wcocccccccccccccscececs Donald Crisp 
Tim Adams ceceseseecseees Minna Gombel 
Tackle .cccvcccsccccsecccceseses Sybil Jason 
EXmerseon ...sscccccescccece Melville Cooper 
Wilton Banks ..cssccccccsessces Ian Keith 
Janet Eaton ....cccssccccees Leona Marical 
Brogan ...-cccccccccctceccences Ray Mayer 


Mrs. Appleton ..csecseececrees Vera Lewis 
FAIMeS ccccccvccesccccssccceses’s Nat Carr 
WIS wcccccscccccccrecccess Chester Clute 
HArvey ccccscsvccccccrecs Edward McWade 
BenBon ..cccccccccccevcccgeces Clem Bevans 
Miss McDermott ....+++++-5. Linda Winters 
Hotel Manager ..ccsseceeeeess Jack Mower 
Stage Manager ....-eeeerseeees Jack Wise 





Despite the far-fetched foundation 


of the narrative, ‘Comet Over Broad- | 


way’ has the sort of heart appeal 
that will pass with the family trade. 
No device for tapping the tear-ducts 
is overlooked. Even rocketing suc- 
cess doesn’t ease the strain and what 
makes it doubly wearing is the lack 
of comedy relief. Self-sacrifice serves 
as the mainspring of the film’s emo- 
tional spree, with Kay Francis kept 
keyed up almost throughout to run 
the turgid rote of such elements as 
contrition, mother-love, burning am- 
bition and renunciation of true ro- 
mance for sworn duty. For the dual- 
ers and nabes. 

The telling is fairly well paced, 
while the supporting cast ranges 
from good to inconsequential. Gen- 
eral direction falls within the same 
brackets. Tenuous as is the credi- 
bility of the original story, the 
adaptors haven’t helped much. The 
dialog seems to be splashing over 
most of the time. Some of the sides 
dished up for the kid, Sybil Jason, 
should make it tough on the listen- 
ing sensibilities of most adults. 

Miss Francis’ emotional journey 
begins with a murder. A Broadway 
actor sees her in a play staged by 
some local torchbearers and goes on 
the make. Yielding to his blarney 
about being able te do big things for 
her, she gets into a situation that 
leads to a scuffle between her hus- 
band and the actor. The latter is 
killed and the husband receives a 
life sentence. Realizing that she was 
to blame for it all, she quits the 
hometown with her girl infant, de- 
termined to earn the money required 
to get her husband a parole. Within 
a period of seven years she romps 
through the various fields of show 
business, including carnival, bur- 
lesque and vaudeville, to become:a 
dramatic star. Her love for a play- 
wright producer, Ian Hunter, threat- 
ens to stymie her original resolve 
until a meeting with her husband in 
= revives her sense of duty and 

eeps her pledge to set him free 
and make up for the grief she had 
brought him. 

John Litel gives the part of the 
husband a combination of credence 
and restraint. -Hunter invests his 
assignment with lots of sympathy. 
As the retired ewe hg dee queen who 
assumes the upbringing of Miss 
Francis’ youngster, Minna Gombel 
runs strongly to stereotyped con- 
cepts, while Donald Crisp, who is 
cast as the faithful small-town law- 
yer, looks and sounds pretty much 
out of his sphere. Odec. 


Charlie Chan in Honolulu 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
20th-Fox release of John Stone produc- 
tion. Features Sidney Toler, Phyllis Brooks, 
Sen Yung, Eddie Collins. Directed by H. 
Bruce Humberstone. Original by Charles 
Belden; based on ‘Charlie Chan’ character 
created by Earl Derr Biggers; camera, 
Charles Clarke; editor, Nick De Maggio 
Previewed at Grauman’s Chinese, Dec. 16 
"28. Running time, 67 mins. 


COSTS NC s cabrnes<ccopeses Sidney Toler 
Pe rr Phyllis Brooks 
SN Tia 6 5 ko 04666 en 040s ans Sen Yung 
She UO hb 104606 60cncee cds’ Eddie Collins 
BIN 6 Fie bo 6400600009 c8neee John King 
Mrs. Carol Wayne.........0..; Claire Dodd 
BO, COI cobs 6 ov bkcceceva George Zucco 
Captain Johnson............. Robert Barrat 
Johnny McCoy.........c000. Mare Lawrence 
SOW Bo obi é8 bec ccccavens Richard Lane 
Tommy Res cncdccsesece Layne Tom, Jr. 
WUE LS bb bd0s 6 cccevéscceacs Phillip Ahn 
Inspector Rawlins............. Paul Harvey 





Adventures of Charlie Chan get 
off to a fresh start, with Sidney 
Toler handling the title role in most 
capable fashion. His Chan has more 
poise 4nd lightness, and is less the- 
atric than previously. Followers of 
the series should quickly accept him 
as Chan, and if comparisons with 
the late Warner Oland’s conception 
are made they will generally be in 
his favor. 

Toler is not new to Oriental roles, 
having handled such assignments 
Several times in recent years. In 
addition to Toler, resuming series 
sees the temporary—and likely per- 
manent—departure of Key Luke, 
who handled the part of Lee Chan, 
oldest son of the detective. Sec- 
ond son, Jimmy, is introduced to 
carry prominent spot in future pic- 
tures. Sen Yung has been tied by 
the studio for the role, but possible 
return of Key Luke is carried in dia- 
log, which describes his departure 
for art school in the east. 

Replacement of Key Luke was 
necessary, due to contract difficul- 
ties between 20th and the Chinese 
player on a new deal. 

Story is of standard murder-mys- 
tery pattern, with the wily Chan as- 
signed to clear it up and disclose 
the culprit’s identity, This time it's 
aboard 3g tramper which drops 
anchor 2 Honolulu bound for the 


U.S. Victim is shot while boarding 
the ship, and Chan ties up the boat 
until he can round up the suspects 
and catch the murderer. 

While Chan is awaiting birth of 
his first grandchild, son Sen Yung 
ambitiously takes the assignment in 
his father’s place, complicating mat- 
ters until arrival of Toler to speed- 
ily clear matters by standard devious 
procedure. 

Eddie Collins romps through with 
several comedy passages as_ the 
keeper of a shipment of wild ani- 
mals aboard, rating numerous 
laughs with routines with a tame lion 
that is allowed to wander loose in 
the hold. George Zucco is good as 
the doctor at whom suspicion is di- 
rected by the audience until the 
murderer is uncovered. 

Story is typical of previous Chan 
murder mysteries, providing several 
suspects for Chan to gradually elim- 
| inate. It’s all quite interesting, with 
direction okay for this type of pic- 
ture. 

‘Chan in Honolulu’ measures up to 
mark set by previous releases of the 
series, and will prove a good pro- 
grammer, especially in those spots 
where series enjoys a following. 


Remontons Les Champs- 
Elysees 


(‘Remounting the Champs-Elysees’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, Dec. 10. 


Sedif release of Sacha Guitry production. 


Stars Guitry; features Lucien Baroux, 
Jacqueline Delubac, Germaine Dermoz, 
Lisette Lanvin, Jeanne Boitel, Joseline 


Gael, Emile Drain, Mila Parely, Robert 
Pizani. Directed by Guitry. Original and 
scenario, Guitry; music, Adolphe Borchard; 
camera, Bachelet, Mare Fossard. At Nor- 
mandie, Paris. Running time, 100 mins. , 

Cast: Sacha Guitry, Lucien Baroux, 
Jacqueline Delubac, Germaine Dermoz, 
Jeanne Boitel, Raymonde Allain, Jean 
Davy, Emile Drain, Jacques Erwin, Jose- 
line Gael, Lisette Lanvin, Pierre de Guin- 
gand, Gildes, Raymond Galle, Jeanne Mar- 
ken, Pizani, Andre Marnay, Sylvio de 
Pedrelli, Line Lassal, Schultz, J. Buquet, 
Jeanne Provost, Jean Hebey, Jean Coque- 
lin, Ariane Pathe, Alain Durthal, Jacques 


Berlioz, Jean Perier, Gaston Dubosc, 
Lucien Brule, Claude Lehmann, Andree 
Rerty, Madeleine Solange, Henry Houry, 


Pierre Labry, Claire Gerard, Irene Corday, 
Rene Fauchoix, Mila Parely, Pauline Car- 
ton, Foujzne, Fabiole, Morton, Philippe 
Richard, Jane Fusier-Gir, Georges Grey, 
Pierre Would, Mona Doll, Marguerite 
Moreno, 


Guitry’s latest dive into French 
history to recount the history of 
the Champs-Elysees, in no way 
equals, ‘Les Perles de la Couronne’ 
(‘Pearls of the Crown’), his inaugu- 
ral attempt at a-film of this gender. 
While done on the same grandiose 
seale of its forerunner, with snatches 
of history interwoven into a central 
story, ‘Remontons les Champs- 
Elysees’ lacks the _ international 
flavor of its predecessor, due to its 
greater limitations. 

Imaginative license is given free 
reign throughout, allowing for many 
interesting sidelights which make up 
some of the merits as well as the 
faults of this film. But in tearing 
his pages here and there from the 
dusty annals, Guitry errs on several 
counts. 

Beginning with Marie de Medicis, 
who, according to Guitry, conceived 
the idea of cutting the now famous 
neon-lighted avenue through the 
then wooded lands on the outskirts 
of Paris, he recounts the story of 
the thoroughfare in  neo-factual 
form, interweaving the family his- 
tory of a supposed illegitimate son 
of Louis XV and the former’s de- 
scendants, 

The story of the schoolmaster’s 
antecedents offers neither the scope 
nor the magnitude of Guitry’s his- 
tory of the pearls. Also, the many 
unrelated incidents do not add to 
the piquancy intended. Thus, Jean- 
Jacques Rousseau is concerned with 
establishing the first open-air Cafe 
Ambassadeurs and Richard Wagner, 
as the unknown composer, is fired 
from the same cafe for insisting on 
playing a march from ‘Tannhauser,’ 
which he had recently composed. 
The 300 years of French history cov- 
ered necessitate only snatches here 
and there. Thus, continuity is poor. 

Guitry takes four parts as well as 
lending his voice as the story-teller 
to many scenes where he does not 
appear. His Louis XV, Napoleon 
III, Jean Louis and the old school- 
master are beyond reproach, but it’s 
too much Guitry, as he’s the only 
recognizable figure throughout. Of 
the minor roles, Louis Baroux, as 
the Marquis de Cahuvelin, adds some 
good, light comedy; Lisette Lanvin 
makes a delicious mistress to Louis 
XV. Others who aid considerably 
are Jean  Boitel as Pompadour; 
Joseline Gael, Germaine Dermoz, 
Mila Parely, a relative newcomer, 
and Adrianne Pathe. 

Amusing intimacies of royal life are 
plentiful and castle scenes carry 
splendor aplenty, but many of the 
peeks into history lack conviction of 
atmosphere. Dialog is crisply 
satirical, Photography is standard. 
In toto, Guitry is not going to col- 
lect on this film; it misses from too 
many tangents. Hugo. 


ee STORY BUYS 


| Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
Paramount purchased Wessel Smit- 
| ter's novel, ‘F.O.B. Detroit.’ 
| Universal bought ‘Jenny Lind,’ 
original by Hand Rameau. 
Charles Martin sold his original, 
‘Sweepstakes,’ to Metro, 
RGO purchased ‘Second Shot,’ by 
, Garret Fort. 








Adventure in Sahara 


Columbia production and release. Di- 
rected by D. Ross Lederman. Features 
Paul Kelly, C. Henry Gordon and Lorna 
Gray. Story, Sam Fuller; screenplay, Max- 


well Shane; camera, Franc Planer. At 
Globe, N. Y., dual, Dec. 17, '38. Running 
time, 60 mins. 


. tL ere ery ee Paul Kelly 
CMORTE DAVEE... dc cccacdée Cc. Henry Gordon 
ee eer ree I Lorna Gray 
Lieutenant Dumond........... Robert Fiske 
ty sey CPPeP Tere Mare Lawrence 
pS | et REPRE EET Oe Dick Curtis 
Rene Malreaux...........00. Stanley Brown 
COCMOTES - DTOMOV <n. vc cccccsseoed Alan Bridge 
ILE BA 04-0 06000060086 06 Raphael Bennett 


ML cb aes ss 6 00k Gee akes Charles Moore 
MUU O86 be Che cccctcescneakes Dwight Frye 
| Colonel Rancreux......... Stanley Andrews 





Film’s brevity is its prime virtue. 
Poor acting is probably accounted 
for because nobody could take the 
| story seriously. Usually standard 
| performances of Paul Keily and C. 
| Henry Gordon take a jaughabie turn 
at the wrong moments when read- 
ing the exceptionally poor dialog. 
Story is along the lines on the 
‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ theme, 
wrapped up in a B-minus budget and 
located on sand instead of sea. 

Director rates most credit for 
keeping it timed and for doing as 
much as possible with assignment. 
The cameraman forgot to work, 
using flock of library stock and 
duplicate running shots. 

The stereotyped yarn of the cruel 
commander of a French Foreign Le- 
gion outpost motivates. Writer made 
this one a composite of all. Comes 
the rebellion and the trampled put 
Capt. Savatt and his pals into the 
sands with a minimum of supplies. 
Capt. Savatt and his pals tramp out 
into the sands with a minimum of 
supplies Savatt says he’ll return and 
he does so, with reinforcements. 
Arabs attack while soldiers inside 
fort keep comrades locked out. At 
proper time they’re let in to escape 
the Arabs. They’re decorated first 
for bravery and then court-mar- 
tialed, but a spunky lieutenant puts 
the finger on his superior as a super- 
meanie, which deed gets the boys off 
lightly, But not the audience. 

Hurl. 


WESTERN JAMBOREE 


(WITH SONGS) 

Republic release of Harry Grey produc- 
tion. Stars Gene Autry; features Smiley 
Burnette, Jean Rouverol, Joe Frisco. Di- 
rected by Ralph Staub. Screenplay by 
Gerald Geraghty from original by Pat 
Harper; camera, William Nobeles; editor, 
Lester Orlebeck. Previewed in Projection 
Room, N. Y., Dec. 15, ’38. 





Running time, 


57 mins, 

OU, 92 Scbecssc cedevedobess side Gene Autry 
WO wragmee o's 464406408666 Smiley Burnette 
en | REE Ee Jean Rouverol 
Gis Soc ota eksethewhevewe Esther Muir 
PUM he sR sh OCebe eo o0b 0006004 a0 bed Joe Frisco 
BOG Ms ch 6-beccsiscestens Frank- Darien 
Mrs. Gregory..........Margaret Armstrong 
OG: SPU a ods 4:0% 6-0 amreec Harry Holman 
ey NN 84 6 60¥-6 0.0.0 08 Edward Raquello 
PEED B00 04000 00% 60b6066% Bentley Hewlett 
DD nneeaee se «664946040004 Kermit Maynard 
Walter Gregory .i.-ccccccess George Walcott 
St) EPPA TTS Perk i od Peer ee Ray Teal 





Up to usual Autry standard, with 
singing western star chasing helium 
gas bandits instead of rustlers, stage- 
coach bad men or claim jumpers, in 
between romancing the rancherino. 

Angle is a novel one, considering 
topic has made recent news pages 
and shows script writers alive to 
themes which are credible yet fit the 
western background. Autry, ranch 
foreman, stumbles on a gang which 
plan to get valuable helium gas well 
discovered on premises. 

About four reels go by in aimless 
gunplay back and forth before Autry 
tumbles to hidden motive of the 
gang, who secretly lay a pipeline to 
tap the well after failure to buy the 
ranch, Autry and sheriff's posse 
finally corral the crooks. How these 
outlaws can move truckload of 
equipment and lay a pipeline on 
premises without detection, however, 
is a mystery only writer and director 
can explain. ‘ 

Autry delivers three numbers in 
his standard cowboy style. One of 
them, ‘November Moon,’ sounds 
promising. Smiley Burnette is cast 
in role now becoming too familiar 
perhaps to western fans, that of the 
fat, clumsy good-natured puncher 
who acts as Autry’s stooge. He is 
made to look incredibly stupid. 

Rest of cast don’t matter cne way 
or t’other, except Joe Frisco. He 
wows ’em in no uncertain manner 
with gags, songs and dances, and 
should come in for fatter parts. Film 
ony for western houses and dual 

ills, 


GIACOMO CASANOVA 


(ITALIAN MADE) 


Amerital release of Negroni production. 


Features Nerio Bernardi. Directed by 
Carlo J. Bassoli. Story. Alessandro de 
Stefani; camera, Otello Martelli. At Cine 
Roma, N Y., week Dec. 1, ’38. Running 
time, 69 mins, 

Cast: Leda Gloria, Mimi Aylmer, Tina 
Lattanzi, Nerio Bernardi, Enzo Billiotti, 


Romolo Costa, Oreste Bilancia, Cesare Zop- 
petti. 





(In Italian; no English Titles) 

Producers of this muffed an op- 
portunity to do something with the 
saga of one of the world’s greatest 
lovers. Theme is but lightly touched 
on, Casanova’s charm with the 
femmes being confined in the main 
to endless dialog and a minimum of 
love-making. Censorial objections 
here and abroad probably interfered. 

Although sumptuously costumed 
jand artistically set, production is 
handicapped by static direction, con- 
| fined to a few interiors. It isn't that 





principal characters aren’t animated 
enough; it’s the lack of action scenes 
which hurts the picture. Bernardi, 
as Casanova, has everything the part 
demands—a commanding figure, per- 
sonable charm and audacity. He is 
equally at home in the drawing 
room, on the duelling field, in the 
duke’s ballroom or a prison cell, 
debonair to the end. : 
What story there is deals with 
Giacomo (evidently the son of the 
celebrated Romeo) and his getting 
involved in theft and murder, when 
all he wanted was to play around. 


merchant’s gold and later murdering 
him. Through clever detective work 
he unmasks the real culprit and in- 


Duchess of Parma. He makes love 
to an innkeeper’s wench, a ballerina 
and the Duchess, with equal facility. 


hal 


troubles. 


Bernardi, Romolo Costa, as the 


for some reason, even a sword duel 
being shot in semi-long shot or in 
reflected scenes on water; while a 
grand ballroom episode is badly con- 
fused and diffused in long-shot angles 
only. 

Hardly any market for this one in 
America, even Italian audiences dis- 
playing nebulous reaction.- Film has 
no English titles and is a straight 
Italian dialog effort with a minimum 
of musical background. 


MARUSIA 


(UKRAINIAN-MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 


Tkrafilm release of Leo Bulgakov pro- 
duction. Features Stephania Melnyk, 
Nicholas Stehnitzky, Peter Chorniuk, My- 
kola Novak. Screen play by Vladimir 
Kedrowsky and Andrei Kist, based on 
music drama by M. Staritsky; music, Dr. 
Alexander Koshetz; editor, Leon Levy; 
dances, Andrei Kist; camera, George Hin- 
ners and Edward Hyland. At Miami, 
N. Y., week Dec, 12, ’38. 








Running time, 


95 mins. 

Marusia...ccccccccevcesss Stephania Melnyk 
Hrytz.....csceeeeeeeeeeNicholas Stehnitzky 
KROMB....ccccccscccccccencs Peter Chorniuk 
Daryna...... Donia Stephania Werbowetzka 
PEOIVOR 2 os ccccccasdcvcccepect Halia Troitzka 
POtAP. ccccccvcccscscccssesecs Mykola Novak 
Dmytro ..Michael Skorobohach 


(In Ukrainian; with English Titles) 





This Ukrainian talker is over-long, 
but simply told. It is a period-cos- 
tume folk tale based on a classic of 


Ukrainian peasant life, and has an 
emotional heart-tug induced more 
by exceptional singing and choral 
work of the entire cast than by the 
drama itself. 


Picture is hardly an epic, dealing 
with the love triangle and plight of 
a winsome pair of sweethearts whose 
lives culminate in tragedy. The 
theme is universal and oft-told. But 
the saga of the Ukrainian nation as 
a whole—a tale of heroism or fight 
for an ideal, such as the Czech 
drama, ‘Janosik,’ would have been 
more enthralling and worthy cf a 
little-known people. 9 

‘Marusia’ is chiefly distinguished 
then by its folk dancing and songs, 
of which there is a plentitude. Slavic 
tunes or lively peasant dances come 
on at the slightest pretext. Every 
occasion in the routine of these 
country people calls for festivities 
and a party. All of which is very 
nice, light-hearted and enjoyable. 
The songs, in chorus, are beautifully 
rendered and the dances skillful and 
interesting. 

Marusia and Hrytz, her lover, are 
betrothed and will marry when 
Hrytz has earned enough money. 
Their happiness, however, is marred 
when Khoma, deformed but richest 
citizen in the village, whom all the 
rural maidens look down on and 
spurn because he is ugly, plans to 
separate the lovers through chican- 
ery and get the gal for his own. He 
causes Hrytz to quarrel with-his best 
friend, Potap, and induces him to in- 
sult and forswear Marusia, Hrytz 
leaves the village for good. 

Perplexed and pining away for 
her Hrytz, Marusia slowly succumbs 
to Khoma’s wooing. Hrytz returns, 
however, in time to prevent the mar- 
riage. 

Their old love reawakens, but 
Marusia and Hrytz are fated never 
to find happiness, for Khoma causes 
both to be poisoned. The hunchback 
is exposed, flees the vengeance of 
the village folk and perishes in the 
river after being thrown from a cliff 
by Potap. 

Stephania Melnyk carries co-star- 
ring assignment with Peter Chor- 
niuk, the hunchback, and is a worthy 
selection for the heroine of this 
story. She is good-looking in a 
buxom continental style and has a 
fine soprano voice. Chorniuk, Steh- 
nitzky and Novak could hardly as- 
pire to histrionic heights. Michael 
Skorobohach stands out in comedy 
scenes. For the most part, it is not 
acting that makes this worth-while 
screen entertainment. Settings are 
mainly village and farm country ex- 
teriors; camera-work exceptionally 
good, but a bit fuzzy at times; direc- 
tion adequate, but not distinguished, 
even though its megger, Leo Bulga- 
kov, enjoys a U. S. legit rep. (Some 
of the footage is said to have been 


Jersey.) 
Picture will do well in the for- 
eign-language or arty houses when 

















trimmed down 20 minutes or go. 


He is accused of stealing a Swiss) 


shot in the Ukraine steppes of New | 





gratiates himself with the Duke and | 


but as a sop to a conclusive happy | 
ending goes off with the ‘faithful bal- | 
lerina who rescued him from his} 


Duke, and Leda Gloria stand out in| 
an otherwise undistinguished cast. | 
All highlight scenes are underplayed | 


— 


CIPHER BUREAU 


Grand National release of Franklyn War- 
ner production.. Features Leon Ames, Joan 
Woodbury, Charlotte Wynters, Donald Dill- 
away. Directed by Charles Lamont. Origes 
inal, Monroe Shaff; adaptation, Arthur 


Hoerl; camera, Arthur 


Martinelli. At. Bs 


Rialto, N. ¥., week Dec. 30, '38. Running — 


time, 64 mins. 
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‘Cipher Bureau’ hits the market as 
a timely theme, but there isn’t much 
excitement and punch in the story 
telling. Slowly-paced, and exposi- 
tional to the point of monotony, the 
production steers clear of naming 


the nationality of the spies involved 
in this intrigue within the borders 
of the United States, but the guttural 
dialects make teutonic identification 
easy enough. Intensive ballyhoo 


| could point ‘Cipher Bureau’ toward 
| average money at least in the action 











spots. 


As the cipher bureau officer in 
charge of counter-espionage, Leon 
Ames has the task of carrying the 
ball practically all the time. The 
proceedings get more and more tech- 
nical as the film reveals how its hero 
goes about the business of frustra- 
ting the complicated and devious 
ways that spies have today in trans- 
mitting messages to their foreign 
principals. Broadcasting is their 
chief ally and the expositional phase 
of the picture includes shows how 
codes are deciphered, how bootleg 
transmitting stations in the high fre- 
quencies are run down, and how, 
even, broadcast music can serve as 
a highly articulate medium for spies, 


Clash of wits is spiced with gun- 
play and, in the traditional manner, 
it’s the U. S. marines that come to 
the rescue. Interlarded with the de- 
coding routines are a couple r0- 
mances. The major one involves 
Ames’ brother, a lieutenant in the 
U. S. Navy, and a Mata Hari, who 
after duping the boy into disgracing 
himself, discovers love and helps 
turn the tables on the foreign gang. 
Other fadeout clinch is staged by 
Ames and his hardworking secre- 
tary, Charlotte Wynters, Joan Wood- 
bury lends both looks and — ap-. 
peal to the part of the love-stricken 
spy. while Don Dillaway fills in ace 
ceptably as the kid brother. Odec, 


VIERGE FOLLE 


(‘Foolish Virgin’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, Dec. 11, 


Gallic release of Film d'Art production, 
Stars Victor Francen; features Annie 
Ducaux, Juliette Faber, Gabrielle Dorziat, 
Michei Andre. Directed by Henri Diamante 
Berger. Story, Henri Bataille; adaptation, 
Roger Vitrac, P. 
music, Michelet; camera, Desfassiaux. 
Olympia, Paris. Running time, 90 mins. 

Cast: Victor Francen, Juliette Faber, 
Annie Ducaux, Michel Andre, Gabrielle 
Dorziat, Raymond Gall, Henri Guisoi, 
Denise Kerny, Calire Gerard, 





Modern version of ‘The Foolish 
Virgin’ is no improvement on the 
legit and silent While all the 
elements of the original yarn are 
retained, bringing it up to date has 
caused it to suffer. Acting and dia- 
log are okay, but Henri Diamant- 
Berger has erred badly in including. 
a great many scenes that permit, 
propagandizing. France’s scenic 
beauties disrupt pace. Picture will 
make its way well enough in France, 
but that can’t be said for its foreign 
chances, 


Well-known yarn has Victor Fran- 
cen as the reasonably wealthy law- 
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Rocher, Peyret-Chapuis;, — 


yer, married to a dutiful but icy’ — 
wife (Annie Ducaux). A newcomer, — 


Juliette Faber, is the foolish young: 
girl, with Gabrielle Dorziat as her 
mother and Michel Andre as the’ 
brother. Francen overdoes what is 
called for in the older man, en- 
amored of the girl’s youthful spirit. 
Miss Faber is set for some top roles 
after this performance. Not an out- 
standing looker, she possesses plenty 
of ability. Andre possesses an un- 
sympathetic appearance, and while 
his acting, too, shows promise, the 
former is bound to react against 
him. Miss Dorziat gives a worth- 
while interpretation of the misun- 
derstanding mother. Annie Ducaux 
and Raymond Gall show well, too. 
Bad lighting cuts down the standard 
of photography in spots. Hugo. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
‘Romance of Redwoods’ is latest 


handle for ‘Power to Burn’ at Co- 
lumbia, 


Paramount 





changed ‘Sudden 


Money’ to ‘Sweepstakes Millionaire.’ 
‘Lone Wolf’ is final title for ‘Lone 
Wolf's Daughter’ at Columbia. 


Metro’s ‘No Greater Love’ is re« 
leased as ‘The Great Heart.’ 


Columbia changed ‘First Offender’ , 
to ‘First Offenders.’ : vt 
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GREAT PICTURE INSPIRES 
A GREAT OVATION- ana quarantees great 


New Year's business! 


“Zanuck’s top-rating New Year’s gift to the box- 
office! Achieving top rank in dispensing 
laughter, romance, tragedy, tears! One of the 


best Technicolor pictures!” —The Exhibitor 


“One of the season’s finest in artistry and b. o. 
prospects! Vigorous and stirring! Engrossing 
dramatic romance! One of Technicolor’s finest 


efforts!”’ —Daily Variety 


“Sure-fire hit! A_knoekout from the word go to the 
very lastk&moment! The profits should tell one 
of the sweetest stories of the year!” 


— Hollywood Reporter 


“A theroughbred picture that will be a boxoffice hit! 
A Technicolor™classic! Lavish production . » - 
superb direction ..... star-dotted cast!” 


_ in TECHNICOLOR with | 
Loretta YOUNG - Richard GREENE 
and WALTER BRENNAN . Douglas 


Dumbrille - Karen Morley - Moroni Olsen 


| _ Directed by DAVID BUTLER 

Associate Producer Gene Markey + Screen play by Lamar Trotti 

and John Taintor Foote + From the story “The Look of Eagles“ 
by John Taintor Foote 


DARRYL F. ZANUCEK in Charge of Preduction 
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CALL GRID PIX 
‘UNFAIR’ TO BO. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 20. 
Claiming that pictures of the Uni- 





versity of Minnesota football games | 


constitute unfair competition, Twin 
City independent exhibitors, mem- 








Theatres—Exchanges 











Lincoln. 

Last week the Orpheum (1,350) 
and the Liberty (1,400) shut. Both 
to be remodeled. When they closed, 
both were in Lincoln Theatres Corp., 
but Liberty now has switched to the 
Nebraska Theatres, Inc., LTC-J. H. 
Cooper opposition. Latter houses 


| skedded to reopen next month. 


bers of Northwest Allied, are trying | 
to halt their showing before clubs, 


civic groups, churches, schools, etc., 
for admission or otherwise. 


The athletic department delegates 
Phil Brain, tennis coach and sports’ 
photographer, to shoot the pictures 
primarily for the benefit of the foot- 
ball coaching staff which studies 
them after every game. The use of 
the films, however, has been greatly 
expanded, particularly during the 
past few years. 





Baseball Film 


Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 

National League's first attempt at 
a baseball promotional film was re- 
leased by the league’s eight clubs 
throughout the country last week. 
Pic is tagged, ‘Baseball—The Story 
of a National Institution.’ Running 
41 minutes, it pictures birth and de- 
velopment of the game and gives 
some technical angles on how to 
play. Produced by Burton ‘Holmes. 


American League has been dis- 
tribbing similar films for the past 
four years, but theirs have been 
strictly technical, showing right and 
wrong way to pitch, catch, etc. Pic- 
tures, projector and operator are 
provided free to social, civic, fra- 
ternal and church groups. 


Chaplin Talks 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

Charles Chaplin’s first talker, ‘The 
Dictator,’ gets under way next 
month. He conceived the _ idea, 
wrote the screenplay, produces and 
plays the title role. 

Alfred Reeves, manager of the 
Chaplin studio, is installing sound 
equipment and rounding up per- 
sonnel, 














New York. 

Shifts and promotions in New 
York: George Ahrens, 83rd St., pro- 
moted to asst. manager at Dyckman; 
Frank L. Cronon, assistant at War 
wick, moves to Astor; Herbert 
Schoenhof, chief usher at Lexington, 
to asst. at Warwick; Daniei Harris, 
asst. at Metropolitan, moves to Pros- 
pect; John Cusack, assistant at Pros- 
pect, to the Metropulitan. 





Denver. 

In a three-way shift of managers 
in the Fox Intermountain division, 
Harold Rice was brought to Denver 
from Laramie, Wyo., to manage the 
Paramount, succeeding Jack Cope- 
land. who moves to the Aladdin here. 
Sterling Way goes from Aladdin to 
Laramie as city manager. 

E. P. (Buzz) Briggs, back at State 


-as manager after vacation of eight 


months, succeeding M. J. Baranco, 
who left for his home in the east. 
The house was transferred back to 
Pathe from Grand National as part 
settlement of the Pathe claims against 





Omaha. 
Guy Cocklin has closed Strand, 
Walnut, Ia. 

C. A. Lane, former Iowa portable 
circuit operator, has taken over the 
Iowa, Manilla, Ia, from A. W. 
Lathrop. 

John C. Eding, operator of Com- 
munity, Aurelia, Ia., will open house 
at Galva, Ia., soon. Town has been 
without a theatre for 15 years. 





Hersholt Drops Out 
At 20-Fox for Radio 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

Jean Hersholt checks out of 20th- 
Fox studio after the first of the year 
by amicable agreement, to devote his 
time to radio. 

Actor is still committed to play his 
role of Dr, Dafoe in a quintuplet pic- 
ture next year, with future options 
On one picture annually. 


‘PAR REFUGEE BENEFIT | 


YIELDS OVER $2,000 


The Paramount benefit for Ger- | 
man refugees held Friday night (16) | 








| 


| 


in the ballroom of the Edison hotel, | 
N. Y., netted more than $2,000 for | 
the fund. Choices on prizes were | 
sold in sweepstake ticket form at | 
25c. each and various awards, all do- | 
nated, were given to lucky holders | 
as well as on bingo games conducted | 
as part of the affair. 

Gate was 50c. and about 700, from 
Barney Balaban down, attended. 


3 Ohio Stickups 


Columbus, Dec. 

Police are searching for 
thieves who broke into two 
Broad street theatres the same 
night and obtained loot totaling 
more than $400. George Pekras, 
proprietor of the Rivoli, reported 
someone entered the theatre by a 
rear exit which had been unlocked 
from the inside and pried open the 
door to the cffice, taking $300-$400 
in cash. The money was obtained 
from a steel filing cabinet which | 
had been forced open. 

In much the same manner thieves 
entered the Westmont, same neigh- 
borhood, ransacked the theatre and 
the ticket booth, broke in some 
candy machines and fled with about 
$25 in cash. 





20. 
the 
West 





Leetonia, O., Dec. 20. 

About $100 representing the Sun- 
day receipts were stolen from the 
office of the American theatre here. 

The money was hidden in a cup- 
board in the office. Nothing else 
in the office was disturbed, leading 
authorities to believe the job was 
committed by some person who had 
hidden in the theatre at the con- 
clusion of the show. Doors and 
windows were found locked from 
the inside. 


$10,000 THEATRE FIRE 
Barnegat, N. J., Dec. 20. 

Park, town’s only film house, was 
damaged by fire Friday (16) night. 
Edward Ketcham, the operator, dis- 
covered the flames, 

Despite efforts of Manahawkin fire- 
men, damage was estimated at moro 














than $10,000. 





EXPLOITATION 





School System Helps 


St. Louis. 
Xmas presents in the shape of $50 
cash and free ducats are Loew’s con- 
tributions to natives via an exploita- 


tion campaign for UA’s ‘Cowboy and } 
‘Christmas | 


the Lady’ and M-G’s 
Carol,’ dualed for week’s run start- 
ing Friday (23). Awards will be 
made to those who successfully work 
a crossword puzzle which will be 
part of a full page co-op ad in the 
Globe-Democrat, the town’s only 
a.m, rag, Xmas morn. 
Manager ‘Chick’ Evens, 
Harris, press agent, and his aide, 
Wallie Heim, also obtained co-opera- 
tion of the Board of Education to 


| 


hand over less than the house wo 
gross naturally. BS 





‘Trade Winds’ Blows In 


Philadelphia. 

Nifty publicity break on ‘“Tradé 
Winds,’ which had its world preem 
at the Aldine here last week, wag 
obtained by presence 
March and Tay Garnett, director] 
Luncheon was tossed for the pair af 
the Warwick and all the local sheets 
gave the March-Garnett interviews 


' } £4 — 
Mecity space. 


Jimmy | 


Munro Leaf, ‘Ferdinand the Bull’s’ 


| creator, also earned his short con- 


plug ‘Carol.’ Members of the board, | 


the superintendent of instruction and 
English teachers of the school system 
were invited to a screening 10 days 
before the run began, They _ per- 
mitted Loew reps to post endorse- 
ments carrying plenty of pix and 
theatre copy on the bulletin boards 
of eight high and 90 grade (white) 
schools in the town. This was one of 
the rare occasions when the School 
Board heeded arguments of p.a’s that 
children would be benefited by see- 
ing a motion pix. 

The exploiteers had little difficulty 
in overcoming the usual prejudice of 
the public and lending libraries 
against exploitation gags and every 
library in town yielded space for 
theatre cards on ‘Carol.’ The cam- 
paign was rounded out with the dis- 
tribution of heralds through various 
agencies and imprinting with thea- 
tre copy all paper napkins used in 
the Thompson restaurant chain dur- 


| ing the run, 





Pay-As-You-Leave 
Philadeiphia, Dec. 20. 

Novel stunt is being used here by 
Harry Fried to exploit ‘Man to Re- 
member’ at his Suburban, in nearby 
Ardmore. Because the RKO pic has 
ebtained such excellent word-of- 
mouth, but has failed at the b. o. 
wherever it has played, Fried is al- 
lowing customers in gratis today 
(Tuesday), first of a three-day run. 
If they enjoy the film, they are asked 
to pay on the way out. In this way, 
Fried hopes to get enough people in 
on opening day to build the pic well 
by w. of m. on the succeeding days. 

Other exhibs figure the stunt a 
natural for this pre-Xmas week, for 
no matter how few people kick in 
on their way out, they can scarcely 








siderable space in local sheets by hig 
presence here. Pic opened at the Fox 


last week, getting almost equal bill- 


ing with ‘Christmas Carol.’ 





Par’s New Press Books 
Dropping fancy and costly pub- 


of Fredrie 


, ’ 


if 


a 





lication, Paramount is getting out a 


new style, streamlined pressbook 
with the new format planned in ac- 
cordance with suggestions received 
from leading exhibitors. 


ments have been eliminated. 
New style books are along more 


practical, down-to-earth sales man- | 


ual lines, with exploitation ideas and 
mats, advertising layouts and pub- 
licity for a complete selling cam- 
paign in organized form. The key- 
note of the book, as indicated by 
Paramount, is ‘strictly economy and 
maximum selling kelp.’ 


U.S. P. 0. As a Trailer 


Buffalo. 
Charles Taylor, head of local 
Shea-Publix publicity forces, en- 
listed the U. S. Post Office Denpart- 
ment last week in one of the finest 
exploitation tieuns of the year. In 
return for the Shea houses using a 


short ‘Mail Early’ film for the P. O., § 


every postal substation in Buffalo 
was pacarded with signs reading: 
‘Shop early—Mail early—and go te 
a Shea Theatre.’ 

To cap the stunt. local postal 
trucks are carrying double banners 
bearing the same slogan. 





New Santa Monica House 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 


All expen- | 
sive cover art and other embellish- | 


if 


} 


| 
| 


Louis and Eugene Berkoff leased a } 


building on Western avenue near 
Santa Monica, to be remodeled into 


a theatre at a cost of $35,000. Berkoff 


Bros. operate the Esquire. 
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WEEKS AS HEADLINER 
RANCHO ENJOYED TREMENDOUS SUCCESS 


AND WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO THE 
YOU WITH US ONCE AGAIN= 


SAM ROSEY AGENCY 


CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 
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FOR RANCHO SANPABLO, 
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“THE GREATEST WEST POINT J 
PICTURE EVER MADE” 














General J. L. Benedict, Com- 
mandant of the United States 
Military Academy, congratu- 
lates Richard Carlson and 
W.G. Van Schmus, Manag- 
ing Director of Radio City 
Music Hall. 
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Loew Suit Winding Up 








(Continued from page 2) . 





Proskauer, chief of defense counsel, 
Schenck said: 

“My belief is that the reason for 
the company’s success is due to the 
unique brains and the personality of 
the members of the organization. Up 
to date I have lost no important peo- 
ple who have the ability to sell our 
productions to exhibitors. They be- 
lieve in me and I do my best to hold 
on to them.” 

At another point during the day’s 
session Schenck voiunteered that the 
company came first with him regard- 
less. He described in detail the 
trouble he had with Irving Thalberg. 
The latter in the summer of 1932 
threatened to quit unless he was 
given more money, declaring that the 
Government was eating up his in- 
come in taxes and that what was left, 
after paying taxes, was not sufficient 
for him to carry on. 


Thalberg said that his health was 
bad and this was due to overwork 
and he asked for a leave of absence. 
When this was denied him four 
scheduled releases for which Thal- 
berg was responsible failed to come 
through. Thalberg, according to the 


witness, claimed to have received | net profits, the general counsel to the 


better offers to go with a rival outfit] .onnany now receives %% of the 
and that these bids included one of | a ‘A * 


a $1,000,000 bonus and a large per-| 51.9 reduced from over 10% to 6% 


centage on profits. Schenck said he 
refused to release Thalberg from his 
contract and threatened to have him 
barred from any other studio if he 
didn’t carry on. Finally, Schenck 
said, he consented to offer Thalberg 
an option to purchase 100,000 shares 
of the company stock at $10 a share. 
This was half the price the stock was 
listed for at the time. This offer was 
almost blocked by Winthrop Aldrich, 
chairman of the Chase National 
Bank. The latter later consented to 
the Thalberg option through the ef- 
forts of Sidney R. Kent. 

When Thalberg became very ill in 
December, 1932, Schenck said only 
two units on the lot were working 
and he engaged David Selznick un- 
der a two year contract at $4,000 a 
week and Lucien Hubbard at $3,000 
weekly for two years. As to Arthur 
M. Loew, the witness said, the latter 
had a great deal to do with increas- 
ing the business of the company from 
$8,000,000 gross yearly to the present 
earnings of $48,000,000 annually. 


Arthur Loew Praised 


For Co.’s Foreign Biz 


Loew had the faculty of selecting 
spots for theatres in Europe. The an- 
nual business of Metro in South 
Africa, Schenck said, was over 
$2,000,000 because of Loew’s fore- 
sight. The witness said he had had 
trouble in persuading Loew to re- 
main with the organization and it 
was only after he was given a new 
contract at $3,500 weekly and 5% of 
the foreign gross that he consented to 
remain, 

Schenck said that in 1936 he was 
informed by Loew and Sam Eck- 
man, Jr., head of the company’s sales 
department in London, that a rival 
chain of theatres was negotiating to 
take over Gaumont British pictures 
and that unless this deal was stopped 
it would ruin Loew’s market abroad. 
The witness got busy on the matter 
with the result that 20th-Fox sold 
half of its holdings in Gaumont Brit- 
ish to Loew’s for $3,500,000, although 
Sid Kent of the Fox corporation, 
held out for a long time for 
$9,000,000, claiming that British in- 
terests had made him an offer for 
$7,500,000 for the stock. 

The witness said that he has not 
exercised his option to purchase 
48,492 shares of Loew’s stock from 
the Thalberg estate, which right was 
given him when rumors were cur- 
rent that he, Schenck, intended to 
quit the company. 

Two months after Thalberg’s death, 
demands were made by “Norma 
Shearer and other trustees of the 
Thalberg estate that payments should 
continue to be made until the end of 
the company’s contract with the de- 
ceased producer. Miss Shearer threat- 
ened to quit the company unless the 
payments continued. The _ star 
threatened to bring the matter to 
court and to prevent this, Schenck 
said, the matter was adjusted by 
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| this arrangement was not a risk be- 





giving Miss Shearer a new contract 
for six pictures of two a year at 
$150,000 each. 


Mayer Threatened To 
Quit Also, Schenck States 


Schenck then told of the contract 
trouble he had with Mayer in 
1937. The latter had threatened 
to quit because of the added work on 
his shoulders resulting from the 
death of Thalberg. 


The witness said that, at the time, 
Ed Mannix, Ai Lichtman. Sam Kaiz 
and others told him of dissatisfaction 
among the company’s directors. The 
upshot was that he offered Mayer 
and the others percentage contracts. 
Referring to Hunt Stromberg, de- 
scribed by Schenck as the company’s 
‘best producer,’ the latter, he said, 
was virtually kidnapped and ‘forced 
to sign a new contract at $5,000 
weekly’ and a percentage on the 
profits of the pictures he made. 
Mayer also came to terms after be- 
ing convinced that he would not live 
long in idleness should he retire, as 
he had threatened to do. 

The witness then testified that 
Rubin’s original contract was changed 
and, instead of receiving 4% of the 


Mayer’s percentage take was 


and a fraction. Schenck volunteered 
that he thought the present contracts 
of everyone in the organization were 
equitable to the individual’s worth 
to the company. 

On Thursday (15) Schenck under 
direct examination by Proskauer, 
said that in 1937 he had spent the en- 
tire year in trying to get Mayer to 
agree to an arrangement he (Schenck) 
had made with officers and directors 
of the company. Finally, after a 
conference called by Schenck, which 
included Rubin and_ Bernstein, 
Schenck finally got the others to 
agree that Thalberg was entitled to 
more than he was getting on the 
basis of profits on pictures he was 
producing. 

Schenck said in answer to a ques- 
tion put by Proskauer, ‘My belief, 
and I think that it is the consensus 
of opinion in the trade, is that we 
have got the cream of the business, 
so far as the executive end is con- 
cerned. Up-to-date I have lost no 
important members of the staff and 
I consider myself lucky. We need 
all the unique qualities which go to 
make up the officials who make a 
success of the business.’ Schenck’s 
association with Loew started in ’06. 

Schenck was the first witness 
for the defense and under di- 
rection of Proskauer gave his his- 
tory in the motion picture business. 
He entered it at the suggestion of 
the late Marcus Loew in 1906. At 
that time Loew controlled about 50 
theatres which featured vaudeville, 
and the sideline was a short picture. 
Loew’s first went into the produc- 
tion business in 1920, Schenck said, 
when the company acquired Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer, which at the time 
was producing 40-50 pictures a 
year. The pictures were bad, how- 
ever, and the acquisition of MGM 
was really a liability instead of an 
asset. The cost of producing was 
far in excess of the income on the 
pictures. 

Schenck said that the only way 
to solve the problem was to look 
over the staff on the Coast. He 
visited Los Angeles and the result 
was the tossing out of the entire 
Metro staff and the bringing in of 
Mayer, Rubin and Thalberg, and 
those eventually associated with 
them. Schenck said the whole 
background thereafter revolved 
around Mayer who, he knew, was a 
capable producer and executive be- 
cause his pictures were the only 
ones which were making a profit at 
the time, although run with vaude- 
ville. After long negotiations, Mayer 
also took over the Goldwyn produc- 
ing lot. 


Guarantees Mayer, 


cause the profits on the pictures 
Mayer and Thalberg were produc- 
ing entitled them to a cut. 
Although the original demands for 
a cut on the profits were granted 
Mayer and Thalberg, Schenck testi- 
fied, Mayer later phoned New York 
and demanded that the distribution 
force be given increases compar- 
able with those given by Para- 
mount. Schenck said that after 
these phone calls for demands of 
increases he thought it over for 
hours in his room at the Hotel 


clusion that the pictures were the 
big thing of the future. 

He said that when the sales de- 
partment put in its demand for a 
20% cut on profits he protested, but 


meeting of the board of directors. 


“a ge 
The demand was ridiculed, but the 


board eventually approved a split of 
20% on sales over $2,500,000, and 
15% over that amount with provi- 
sions of a $2 dividend to stockhold- 
ers should these proltts be 1ealized. 


In 1925, Schenck said, he first 


self after negotiating on behalf of 
others. He took the matter up with 
Marcus:'Loew and told the latter that 
he thought it best for his future in- 
ae go into business with his 
brother"Joe. He said Loew refused 
to take him seriously, telling him 
“You are going to stay with us for- 
ever. The work is hard, but you 
are part of me.’ 


Loew Told Schenck He’d 
Ultimately Succeed Him 


Loew stalled him for the time be- 


ing, Schenck said, but sometime later 
he again broached the subject, and 
Loew assured him that ‘it was only 
a matter of time before you will 
take my place.’ Charles M. Schwab, 
of Bethlehem Steel Co., at the time 
one of the controlling directors of 
the company, was an influence in 
offering Schenck 24%% of the profits 
of the company and its subsids. 


Schenck was then asked by Pros- 
kauer what he thought of the abil- 
ity of Dave Bernstein, another de- 
fendant. 


‘I think Bernstein is one of the 
greatest financial figures of the 
world, and I am glad that he is pres- 
ent to hear me say it,’ was the an- 
swer, 


Schenck said that while Marcus 
Loew and others made lots of money 
in the picture business they could 
not understand why anybody else 
needed money. ‘Mr. Marcus was 
nice, but peculiar,’ Schenck offered 
as an observation. He declared that 
the board of directors ‘knows every- 
thing we do.’ He admitted, however, 
that in certain cases deals or con- 
tracts were arranged before they 
were submitted to the board. Ellis, 
of the plaintiffs’ counsel, is expected 
to delve into this phase on cross- 
examination. 


Bernstein wag offered 1% of the 
profits to prevent him leaving the 
company as he threatened to do. This 
was later increased to 142%. The 
board approved this arrangement. 
Schenck said that he himself would 
have quit the company if Bernstein 
had not been given this bonus, be- 
lieving he was entitled to it for the 
amount of work he was producing. 


At one point in his testimony, 
when Ellis objected to it, Schenck, 
proving his quick mind, got into the 
record, ‘You can take everything I 
say and then throw out anything 
tat it not legal.’ 


Early in 1927, Schenck testified, 
Loew spoke to him about the sala- 
ries, bonuses, etc., paid to the other 
topnotch execs. 


Arthur M. Loew, son of the found- 
er of Loew’s, Inc., was raised from 
a $30-a-week clerk in the organiza- 
tion in 1919 to his present position 
of $3,000 weekly, plus a divvy on 
the profits, according to his deposi- 
tion, which was read off last 
Wednesday (14). Loew’s deposition 
was put into the record by Ellis, 
reading the answers from the wit- 





Thalberg 500G Per Yr. 


Shortly after this, when the profits 
increased on the pictures, Schenck | 
stated that he and Thalberg were | 
dissatisfied with the salaries they | 
were receiving. They demanded they | 
should be declared in on the profits | 
of each picture. The original ar- 
rangement with them was on a cut 
of the profits but they were not get- 
ting this percentage and were ‘dis- 
turbed.’ 

Schenck said to Mayer over the 
phone, ‘Rome. was not built in a 
day. How much do you want?’ The 
two were finally guaranteed salaries 
of $500,000 yearly. Schenck said 





ness stand and Judge Proskauer, 
chief of the defense, doing the quiz- 
zing, taken last summer on the Coast. 


; The younger Loew testified that 
in 1935 he resigned his job with the 
company to go into business with 
David Loew, who was producing in- 
dividually. Loew testified that May- 
er, Rubin and Thalberg shared in 
the profits of the Culver Export Co., 
the foreign outlet of Loew's. In 
1935 he became interested in film 
outlet sponsored by the Atlas Corp. 
The latter corporation, with others, 
was anxious to obtain control of 
Loew’s. Result was the purchase of 
Metro common stock. Loew testified 
he still holds a large block of this 


Astor and finally came to the con- | 


thought about compensation for him- | 





later submitied the demand at ai /} 


| 


, said that under the new arrange-| 





stock but that he never added to it.! ceive 10% of the profits, exclusive 


He testified that at about the time 
he was figuring to quit Metro, in) 
1935, Universal and United Artists, 
were negotiating to have him joint 
their forces. He also said that while 
he retained his shares in the cor- 
poration he has not interested him- 
self directly with the outfit but at- 


quit Loew’s and join his outfit. He! 
said that eventually he disposed of 
much of his stock to William Fox. 

It was then that the foreign mar- |} 
ket of pictures took a jump. He 


ment with Mayer, Thalberg, et al., 
he had succeeded in boosting the 
general net gross of Loew’s, Inc. Ac- | 
cording to the testimony Loew said 
that in 1927 he disposed of most of 
his Loew stock to William Fox and 
since then has not held more than 
1,000 shares. Next to himself, Loew 
stated, the highest paid man on the 
foreign staff of the concern was Mort | 
Spring, general foreign sales man-| 
ager, whose annual salary is $30,000. 
The weekly payroll of the foreign 
department, Loew testified, is $10,000. 

The testimony of Nick Schenck 
was then reviewed relating to the | 
G-B deal. 


Metro-20th’s Deal With 
Gaumont-British Picts) 


Loew, Schenck, Bernstein and Ru- | 
bin probed the British deal before 
it was okayed. Under the setup, | 
Loew’s secured a half of 20th Cen- | 
tury-Fox’s interest in G-B, but did | 
not give Loew’s control of the for- 
eign company. Both Metro and 20th- 
Fox have two directors each among 
a board of 11 in the G-B. 

Ellis charged that the real book 
value of the investment in G-B was 
only $1,830,000 as against $3,500,000 
paid out, and that G-B paid no 
dividends for the year when the 
deal took place. The plaintiffs’ at- 
torney claims the investment should 
have been written off the books. 
These charges and claims were 
summed up as ridiculous by Pro- 
skauer. 

Neither Norma Shearer nor Mayer 
will be brought on from the Coast to 
testify unless ordered to do so, or 
unless the defense deems their tes- 
timony necessary, Judge Proskauer 
announced, It had been hinted that 
the plaintiffs may demand their ap- 
pearance. 

He said that it was common 
knowledge in the trade that certain 





of their salaries. No such arrange- 
ment is carried on by Metro. At 
one time he said Maurice Chevalier 
was borrowed from another concern 
and paid $150,000 to do a picture, 
plus 10% of the profits over 


$1,000,000 gross. Several years ago @ 
a number of directors, according to © 
tempted to induce other execs to; Schenck’s deposition, demanded they ~ 


be cut in on the profits. Instead, 
their salaries were substantially in- 
creased. 


Sam Katz Employed 


Over Mayer’s Advice 


Getting back to Schenck’s deposi- 
tion, it was brought out that Loew’s 
had engaged Sam Katz, against the 
advice of Mayer, who did not want 


| Katz on the lot. Schenck finally con- 


vinced Mayer that Katz would be 
a good man to have around, despite 
personal objections. 


Reference was again made to Al 
Lichtman’s deposition by Ellis. This 
referred to the purchase by Loew’s 
of a share in United American In- 
vestment Corp., a holding company 
handling Gaumont-British pictures, 
for $3,500,000. On this same sub- 
ject Bernstein said that the deal was 
put over solely to protect Loew’s 
British connections. 


Judge Isidor Frey, another Loew 
attorney, said that as result of the 
deal Gaumont-British cannot merge 
its position with any other concern 
and assured Loew’s of an English 
market. 


Later in the day Bernard J. Reis, 
the plaintiff’s accountant, was re- 
turned to the stand and questioned 
concerning monies received from 


that Metro, according to its books, 
is due $798,000 from Italy and $132,- 
000 from Germany for the year end- 
ing last August. These amounts were 
recorded on the books as having 
been received and they were de- 
clared on the bonus split by the de- 
fendants. Only a little over $500,000 
was received from these countries 
for ‘hat year, the accountant claims. 
The question of failure by the de- 
fendants to leave enough in reserve 
for Federal taxes, foreign and state 
assessments, and possible and pend- 
ing suits against the corporation, 
was also argued. The plaintiff's attor- 
neys also delved into the failure of 
the defendants and accountants to 
write off bonds sold below par, and 
the write-up of bonds sold above 





stars, including Ronald Colman, re- 


par. 
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Italy and Germany. It was disclosed” 
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"Long About Sundown 
Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

Tex Ritter’s ‘Sundown on the 
Prairie’ rolled at Monogram’s New- 
hall ranch with Dorothy Fay in the 
femme lead. 

Al Herman is directing from an. 
original screenplay by William Nolte 
and Edmund Kelso. 
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JEANETTE MacDONALD « NELSON EDDY in Victor Herbert’s “SWEETHEARTS” « In Technicolor - With Frank 
Morgan - Ray Bolger + Florence Rice - Mischa Auer - Herman Bing- Reginald Gardiner + Screen Play by Dorothy Parker 
and Alan Campbell « Directed by W. S. Van Dyke Il © Produced by Hunt Stromberg » A _Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Variety presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributiz | 
companies for the current ee period. Date of reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are included.) A 
a 
(BR) REISSUES COPYRIGHT, 1938, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED a 
WEEK WHEN @ 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWE 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIET 
‘ 10/7/38 CRIME TAKES A HOLIDAY Col Col Meller J. Holt-M. Ralsten Lewis D. Collins 61 11/30- 9 
WEST OF THE SANTA FE Col Col Western C. Starrett-I. Meredith Sam Nelson 60 12/14 
6 STABLEMATES Harry Rapf MGM Com-Dr W. Beery-M. Rooney Sam Wood 89 10/5 
MR. WONG, DETECTIVE W. T. Lackey Mono Mystery B. Karloff-E. Brent Wm. Nigh 67 11/23 
TOUCHDOWN, ARMY Par Par Football J. Howard-R. Cummings Kurt Neumann 73 9/21 
MR. DOODLE KICKS OFF Bob Sisk RKO Com J. Penner-J. Travis Leslie Goodwins 75 10/5 
THE NIGHT HAWK Herman Schlom Rep Drama R. Livingsten-J. Travis Sidney Salkow 65 10/5 
MEET THE GIRLS Howard J. Green 20th Comedy J. Lang-L. Bari-R. Allen Eugene Forde fas 8/31 
THAT CERTAIN AGE Joe Pasternak U Mus-Rom D. Durbin-J. Cooper Edw. Ludwig 100 10/5 
10/14/38 FLIGHT TO FAME Ralph Cohn Col Drama C. Farrell-J. Wells C.C.Coleman, Jr. 67 12/14 
' LADY VANISHES A. Hitchcock GB Rom-Dr M. Lockweod-P. . Lucas Alf Hitchcock 96 8/31 
SHADOWS OVER SHANGHAI Fine Arts GN Meller J. Dunn-R. Morgan Chas. Lament 66 12/7 
] YOUNG DR, KILDARE Lou Ostrow MGM Com-Dr L. Ayres-L. Barrymore H. Bucquet 83 10/19 
{ WHERE THE BUFFALO ROAM Ed Finney Mone Western Tex Ritter Al Herman 55 11/2 
ARKANSAS TRAVELER Geo. Arthur Par Com-Dr B. Burns-F. Bainter Al Santell 83 10/5 
A MAN TO REMEMBER Bob Sisk RKO Drama E. Ellis-A. Shirley Garson Kanin 79 16/5 
FIVE OF A KIND K. MacGowan 20th Rom-Com Dionne Quins-Hersholt H. I. Leeds $3 10/12 
THERE GOES MY HEART Hal Roach UA Rom-Com F. March-V. Bruce Norman McLeod $1 9/28 
SWING THAT CHEER Max Golden U College T. Brown-A. Devine Harold Schuster 63 11/16 
10/21/38 LISTEN, DARLING Jack “Cummings MGM Rom-Dr Bartholomew- J. Garland Edw. Marin 72 10/19 
MYSTERIOUS RIDER Harry Sherman Par Western D. Dumbrille-C. Fields Les Selander 74 11/16 
MAD MISS MANTON P. J. Wolfson RKO Mys-Com B. Stanwyck-H. Fenda Leigh Jason 718 10/12 
MYSTERIOUS MR. MOTO Sol Wurtzel 20th Meller P. Lorre-M. Maguire Norman Foster 61 9/21 
SERVICE DE LUXE Ed Grainger U Com Cc. Bennett- Vv. Price-Ruggles _ Rowland V. Lee 85 10/19 
| eh adie reat = See ye = ew ee Meester sets ue athe So EP eA Ler. 
10/28/38 LAW OF THE TEXAN Monroe Shaff Col Western Buck Jones-D. Fay Elmer Clifton 54 10/26 
i] ; THE LITTLE ADVENTURESS Col Col Action-Dr E. Fellowes-J3. Wells D. R. Lederman 60 11/9 
{ THE GREAT WALTZ Bernard Hyman MGM Musical L. Rainer-F. Gravet J. Duvivier 107 11/2 
) THE CITADEL Victor Saville MGM Drama R. Donat-R. Russell King Vidor 112 10/26 
1 MEN WITH WINGS Wm. A. Wellman Par Drama F. MacMurray-R. Milland Wm. A. Wellman 102 10/26 
I STAND ACCUSED John H. Auer Par Drama R. Cummings-H. Mack-L. Talbot John H. Auer 61 11/2 
TARNISHED ANGEL B. P. Fineman RKO Drama S. Eilers-L. Bowman Leslie Goodwins 67 11/16 
SUEZ Gene Markey 20th Spec T. Power-L. Young ‘Allan Dwan 100 10/19 
YOUNG IN HEART D. O. Selznick UA Rom-Dr J. Gaynor-D. Fairbanks, Jr. Richard Wallace 91 11/2 
THE STORM Ken Goldsmith U Drama C. Bickford-B. McLane Harold Young 75 11/2 
THE LAST EXPRESS Irving Starr U Meller K. Taylor-D. Kent Otis Garrett 60 10/19 
11/4/38 IN EARLY ARIZONA Col Col Western B. Elliott-D. Gulliver Jos. Levering 
+e" GANGSTER’S BOY W. T. Lackey Mone Meller J. Cooper-L. Gilman Wm. Nigh 15 11/9 
GUN PACKER Robt. Tansey Mone Western J. Randell-L. Stanley Wallace Fox 51 11/9 
THE LAST RIDE Jeff Lazarus Par Rom-Dr A. Tamireff-F. Farmer Alfred E. Green 
ILLEGAL TRAFFIC Harold Hurley Par Meller J. C. Naish-M. Carlisle Louis King 67 11/23 
LAWLESS VALLEY Bert. Gilroy RKO Western G. O’Brien-K. Sutton David Howard 
RHYTHM OF THE SADDLE Harry Grey Rep Western G. Autry-S. Burnette Geo. Sherman 58 11/9 
ALWAYS IN TROUBLE John Stone 20th Comedy J. Withers-A, Treacher-J. Rogers Jos. Santley 69 11/9 
EXPOSED Bert Kelly _ U Drama oO. Kruger-G. Farrell Max Golden 63 11/23 
li /ll /38 ADVENTURE IN SAHARA Lou Appleton Col Drama P. Kelly-L. Gray D. R. . Lederman 69 12/21 
THE FROG Herbert Wilcox GB Meller N. Beery-G. Harker Jack Raymond 15 4/7/37 
SPRING MADNESS Edw. Chodorov MGM Rom-Com M. O’Sullivan-L. Ayres Cc. S. Simon 66 11/16 
iF I WERE KING Frank Lloyd Par Drama R. Coleman-F. Dee-Rathbone Frank Lloyd 100 9/21 
ANNABEL TAKES A TOUR Lou Lusty RKO Rom-Com J. Oakie-L. Ball Lew Landers 66 10/19 
STORM OVER BENGAL Armand Schaefer Rep Rom-Dr P. Knowles-R. Hudson Sid Salkow 65 12/14 
‘ JUST AROUND THE CORNER Dave Hempstead 20th Comedy S. Temple-C. Farrell Irving Cummings 70 11/2 
HIS EXCITING NIGHT Ken Goldsmith U Rom-Com Cc. Ruggles-O. Munson Gus Meins 61 12/7 
prananiat: hind oe aria : Ke phic A Pein a Bee $2 
| 11/18/38 THE SHINING HOUR E. B. Derr MGM Meller i. Crawford- R. Young Frank Borzage 15 11/16 
GANG BULLETS J. Manckiewicz Mono Rom-Com A. Nagel-R. Kent Lambert. Hillyer 
THANKS FOR THE MEMORY Par Par Rom-Com B. Hope-S. Ross- Butterworth G. Arehainbaud 75 11/9 
LAW WEST OF TOMBSTONE Cliff Reid RKO Western H. Carey-T. Holt-E. Brent Glenn Tryon 12 11/30 
SANTA FE STAMPEDE Wm. Berke Rep Western J. Wayne-R. Corrigan Geo. Sherman 
SHARPSHOOTERS Sol Wurtzel 20th Action B. Donlevy-L. Bari Jas. Tinling 63 9/21 
COWBOY AND THE LADY Sam Goldwyn UA Rom-Com G. Cooper-M. Oberon Wm. Wyler 91 11/9 
11/25/38 BLONDIE Robert Sparks Col Comedy P. Singleton-A. Lake Frank Strayer 69 11/2. = 
OUT WEST WITH HARDYS Lou Ostrow MGM Com-Rom M. Rooney-L. Stone-C. Parker G. B. Seitz 84 11/23 — = 
LITTLE TENDERFOOT Ed Finney Mono Western T. Ritter-J. Falkenberg Al Herman 
SAY IT IN FRENCH Andrew Stone Par Comedy R. Milland-O. Bradna Andrew Stone 70 11/30 
ARREST BULLDOG DRUMMOND Stuart Walker Par Mystery J. Howard-H. Angel Jas. Hogan 60 11/23 
COME ON, RANGERS Chas. E. Ford Rep Western R. Rogers-M. Hart Joe Kane 56 be 
ORPHANS OF THE STREET Herman Schlom Rep Meller T. Ryan-R. Livingston John H. Auer 
PECK’S BAD BOY WITH CIRCUS Sol Lesser RKO Rom-Com T. Kelly-A. Gillis Edw. F. Cline 68 11/23 
SUBMARINE PATROL Gene Markey 20th Drama R. Greene-N. Kelly-Bancroft John Ford 95 4 
LITTLE TOUGH GUYS IN SOCIETY Max Golden U Meller M. Boland-E. E. Horton Erle Kenton 76 11/28.. 
12/2/38 FLIRTING WITH FATE David Loew MGM Comedy J. E. Brown-L. Carrillo-S. Duna FF. MacDonald 70 12/14 
LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE John Speaks Par Comedy A. Gillis-R. Kent-J. Travis Ben Holmes 57 11/30 
WESTERN JAMBOREE Harry Grey Rep Western G. Autry-S. Burnette Ralph Staub 57 12/14 
ROAD DEMON Sol Wurtzel 20th Sports H. Arthur-J. Valerie Otto Brower 70 12/144 
STRANGE FACES Bert Kelly U Com-Dr D. Kent-F. Jenks Earl Taggart 66 12/7: 73 
12/9/38 RIO GRANDE ROUNDUP Irving Briskin Col Western C. Starrett-A. Doran Sam Nelson 
| DRAMATIC SCHOOL Mervyn LeRoy M-G Rom-Dr L. Rainer-A. Marshal R. Sinclair 78 12/7 
I AM A CRIMINAL E. B. Derr Mono Meller J. Carroll-M. Kornman Wm. Nigh 73 
RIDE A CROOKED MILE Jeff Lazarus Par Rom-Dr A. Tamiroff-F, Farmer Alfred E. Green 70 12/7 
NEXT TIME I MARRY Cliff Reid RKO Comedy L. Ball-J. Ellison-L. Bowman Garson Kanin 61 12/7 
UP THE RIVER Sol Wurtzel 20th Meller T. Martin-P. Brooks Alfred Werker 15 11/9 
SECRETS OF A NURSE Bert Kelly U Drama E. Lowe-H. Mack Arthur Lubin 63 11/16 
12/16/38 STRANGE CASE OF DR. MEAD Col Col Drama J. Holt-B. Roberts-N. Beery Lewis D. Collins 
CALIFORNIA FRONTIER Monroe Shaft Col Western B. Jones-C. Bailey Elmer Clifton 55 12/14 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL Joe Mankiewicz M-G Rom-Fan R. Owen-T. Kilburn E. L. Marin 68 12/14 Ff 
THE FRONTIERSMEN Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-G. Hayes-E. Venable Les Selander “4 w 
DOWN ON THE FARM Sol Wurtzel 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byington Mal St. Clair 60 10/12 * 
PIRATES OF THE SKY B. Sarecky U Action K. Taylor-R. Hudson Joe MeDcnough “4 
SWING, SISTERS, SWING Bert Kelly U Musical K. Murray-K. Kane Joseph Santiey 63 
GHOST TOWN RIDERS Trem Carr U Western Bob Baker Geo. Waggner 
12/23/38 THERE’S THAT WOMAN AGAIN B. B. Kahane Col Rom-Dr M. Douglas-V. Bruce Al Hall 70 
AWAKENING OF KATRINA Harry Rapf M-G Drama F. Gaal-Tone-W. Connolly Norman Taurog 
TOUGH KID Lindsley Parsons Mono Meller F, Darro-J. Allen H Bretherton 
WILD HORSE CANYON Robt. Tansey Mono Western Jack Randall Robert Hill 
TOM SAWYER, DETECTIVE E. T. Lowe Par Rom-Dr D. O’Connor-B. Cook Louis King 
FIGHTING THORCUGHBREDS Armand Schaefer Rep Rom-Dr R. Byrd-M. Carlisle Sidney Salkow 
SHINE ON, HARVEST MOON C. E, Ford Rep Western R. Rogers-M. Hart Joe Kane 55 
THANKS FOR EVERYTHING H. J. Brown 20th Musical A. Menjou-J. Oakie Wm. A. Seiter 70 12/7 
} TRADE WINDS Walter Wanger UA Rom-Dr F. March-J. Bennett Tay Garnett 93 12/21 
9 NEWSBOYS’ HOME Ken Goldsmith U Drama J. Cooper-W. Barrie Harold Young 
12/30/38 SMASHING THE SPY RING Irving Briskin Col Meller F. Wray-R. Bellamy Christy Cabanne 62 
CLIMBING HIGH GB Comedy J. Mathews-M. Redgrave Carol Reed 
SWEETHEARTS Hunt Stromberg M-G Musical J. MacDonald-N. Eddy W. S. Van Dyke 120 12/21 
SKY PIRATE Paul Malvern Mone Action J. Trent-M. Reynolds Paul Malvern 
ARTISTS AND MODELS ABROAD A. Hornblow, Jr. Par Musical J. Benny-J. Bennett Mitchell Leisen 90 11/2 
THE GREAT MAN VOTES Cliff Reid RKO Comedy J. Barrymore-P. Holden Garson Kanin 
KENTUCKY Gene Markey 20th Rom-Dr L. Young-R. Greene David Butler 95 12/21 
DUKE OF WEST POINT Edw. Small UA Rom-Com L. Hayward-J. Fontaine Al Green 107 12/21 
1/6/39 NORTH OF SHANGHAI Ww. MacDorald Col Drama B. Furness-J. Craig D. R. Lederman 
ete STAND UP AND FIGHT Mervyn LeRoy M-G Rom-Dr R. Taylor-F. Rice-Beery W. S. VanDyke 
PYGMALION Gabriel Pascal M-G Comedy L. Howard-W. Hiller A. Asquith 96 9/7 
KING OF CHINATOWN Stuart Walker Par Drama A. M. Wong-Tamiroff-Naish Nick Grinde 
PACIFIC LINER Robert Sisk RKO Drama ". MeLaglen-C. Morris-W. Barr‘e Lew Landers 
WHILE NEW YORK SLEEPS Sol Wurtzel 20th Melodrama M. Whalen-J. Rogers 4i.B.Humberstone 61 12/21 
LAST WARNING Irving Starr U Mystery P. Foster-F. Robinson Al Rogell 62 12/7 
| 1/13/39 THE THUNDERING WEST Irving Briskin Col Western C. Starrett-1L. Meredith Sam Nelson 
i : BURN ’EM UP O’CONNOR Harry Rapf M-G Com-Rom D. O’Keefe-C. Parker Edw. Sedgwick 
ZAZA Albert Lewin Par Rom-Com C. Colbert-H. Marshall Geo. Cukor 
THE PURE IN MIND P. J. Wolfson RKO Drama A. Shirley-R. Daniel P. J. Wolfson 
| TAIL SPIN Harry J. Brown 20th Com-Rom A. Faye-C. Farrell Roy Del Ruth 
| SON OF FRANKENSTEIN Rowland V. Lee U Melodrama B. Karloff-B. Lugosi 
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i om Did You Wish to See’ Gate 
Due on CBS Ground Floor in N. Y. 
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CBS will go in for some more ma- 
alteration of the building it occu- 
on Madison avenue after the 
st of the year. Network is taking 
li yer the back portions of the stores 


@ ground floor for the expansion 
the lobby and the construction of 
ception room. New elevator doors 
vid cars wili also be instaiied. There 
ill also be an information desk. 

’ Ground lobby as it now stands is 
Moth small and narrow. With an in- 
gormation desk established at the en- 
Wurance of the building the network 
ficials figure that they can elimi- 
ate the wandering around of vis- 
ors from floor to floor in quest of a 
articular functionary or info. 


) GEN. MOTORS XMAS 
| SHOWS FOR EMPLOYEES 


Detroit, Dec. 20. 
General Motors is footing bill for 


‘wo one-hour Xmas shows over 
XYZ and Michigan web this week. 
“Aimed at auto corporation’s vast 
S.army of workers in Michigan. 
» Initial broadcast tonight (20) high- 
=) fights GM Chorus of Detroit with 250 
Si@yvoices, and GM Symph of 60 pieces 
1) and the GM Players. All composed 
‘@ESot factory and office workers in De- 
oit. Rex White, w. k. Detroit news- 
Spaperman, penned special playlet, 
"The Crowded Inn,’ and will direct 
pduction. Program originates from 
Orchestra Hall here, where GM em- 


] 
{ 





loyees will gather for affair. 
is) Tomorrow night (21) special hour’s 
Ve: ogram, originating from the IMA 
Wj@aude in Flint, Mich., will highlight 
') *dandel’s ‘Messiah.’ Taking part will 
, i s the Flint Choral Union compris- 
©) Sng 230 voices and the Flint Symph. 
= mhevrolet division of GM is bank- 
+ ing. 


ers of Elm Street’ 
Pushed by Wander Co. 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 

“Wander company (Ovaltine) is 
dreparing to substitute its new day- 
‘Hime femme serial, ‘Carters of Elm 
| Gtreet,’ for ‘Little Orpnan Annie’ kid 
| Script in a number of spots through- 
"put the nation starting some time in 








i 


ep Orphan Annie’ on the net- 
k on its present schedule and re- 
in a portion of the spots, but to 
® ‘Annie’ with ‘Carters’ morn- 
ig femme serial in some 26 of the 


; 
ie 
{ D) 
Plan indicated will be to continue 
i 
I 
| 
1 
} ior markets. 





A \Ibie Booth Charters 
; ‘First Offender Club’ 


lj Hartford, Dec. 20. 

| The secretary of state’s office Fri- 
(16) approved articles of asso- 
| siation for the ‘First Offender Club 
ff America,’ organized recently. It 
headed by New Haven County 
r f Edwin J. Slavin, who is cur- 
| ently airing a ‘First Offender’ series 
\ver WICC in that town. . 

; o head of the organization with 


} 
ip 
i 


lavin is Albert J. Booth, Jr. (Albie 
of Yale fame). Organization 
| gilt work for the rehabilitation of 
)Wjuvenile delinquents. Is a corpora- 
‘tion without capital stock. Office 
be maintained in New Haven. 


PALEY GIVES $15,000 


Gen Bernie Calls Self a Decoy— 
Eddie Cantor Presides 











Ben Bernie observed that this was 
ithe first time he has ever. been used 
a decoy, on the occasion of the 
luncheon Monday (19) at the Hotel 
“stor, N. Y., presided over by Eddie 
Cantor. It honored Bernie on his 
15th radio anniversary, ‘but was pri- 
narily the excuse for a get-together, 
nh connection with show biz’s drive 
n behalf of the Federation of Jew- 
h charities. 
Amusement quota is $225,000. 
me $125,000 was pledged at the 
heon, topped by William S. 
's $15,000 donation. 
For Cantor’s own pet charity, his 
camp in upstate N. Y., a lunch- 
} yesterday (Tues.), also at the 
, raised $6,000 in addition to 


' 
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FIRESTONE’S 10 YEARS 


Graph of Expenditures “harted— | 
One of NBC’s Oldest 





| 
| 





Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. of 
Akron has just completed 10 years 
as a radio advertiser. It’s one of 
NBC’s oldest accounts. Statistics of 


expendi itures present a 


the time 
graphic case history of a national 
advertiser (radio gets bulk of ac- 


count). Spending curve followed 
this line: 
ee $33,491 
Pi ice vcsande 308,063 | 
1GBO. 6c cwasce 143,245 
| RE Aree 108,144 
|: ee 312,087 
7 Serr 137,062 
\ | Ss ee 415,163 
1936.3 s.cevienns 496,557 
ISDE. cc cavees 511,506 
| ere 537,634 








* Started in December. 

+ Radio’s worst year. 
During this period of time the 
talent has included Vaughn de Leath, 
who inaugurated the series Dec. 3, 
1928; Franklyn Bauer, Hugo Mari- 
ani’s orchestra, James Melton, 
Gladys Rice, Harvey Firestone, Jr., 
William Daly’s orchestra, Lawrence 
Tibbett, Richard Crooks, Gladys 
Swarthout, Frank Chapman, Rose 
Brancato, Margaret Speaks, Nelson 
Eddy and Alfred Wallenstein. 


PICKETS TOUR 
IN FRONT OF 
KUDNER 


Arthur Kudner agency got itself 
picketed last week because of a 
strike in an outfit with which it does 
business. A young, nattily-dressed 
looker did a French heel routine 
along the Fifth avenue entrance to 
the International building, where the 
agency is quartered, with a sand- 
wich sign reading that Kudner in- 
sists on patronizing Luce’s Press 
Clipping Bureau ‘which is unfair to 
erganized labor.’ 

While other tenants in the build- 
ing such as consuls for foreign na- 
tions have frequently received this 
sort of publicity, it’s the first time 
that an ad agency has been on either 
the primary or secondary picketing 
pan. 


Ben Larson at Y&R 


G. Bennett Larson, who joined the 
production staff of Young & Rubicam 
Monday (19), will most likely be as- 
signed to the Phil Baker-Hawaiian 
Pineapplea show which starts Jan. 14. 

Larson was formerly with Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan. 

















Radio’s Legit Backers 





One of the backers of the new 
George S. Kaufman-Moss Hart 
show, “She American Way,’ is 
reported to be Isaac D. Levy, 
chairman of the board of 
WCAU, Philadelphia, and a 
vice-president of CBS. His 
contribution is said to be $15,- 
000. William Paley is men- 
tioned as another bankroller of 
the show. Latter is also in on 
the Playwrights’ Co., currently 





offering ‘Abe Lincoln in Il- 


linois,’ at the Plymouth; ‘Knick- 
erbocker Holiday,’ at the 
Barrymore and ‘American 


Landscape,’ at the Cort, 

‘Way’ opens at the Center, 
N. Y., early next month, with 
Fredric March featured, 











Radio’s ‘Uncle Bob’ Runs 
For Office on Safety 
Issue City Spurned 


Toronto, Dec. 20. 

Planning an aggressive campaign 
of safety for schoo] children in an 
effort to reduce traffic accidents in- 
volving moppets, Fred Kantel will 
toss his hat into the local municipal 
ring and run for the Aldermanic 
Board of Toronto. As ‘Uncle Bob,’ he 





started in radio in 1929 and since that 


time has conducted several educa- 
tional series promoting highway 
safety. Now on the air every week 
night over CBC, Toronto, Kantel 
numbers more than 40,000 youngsters 
who have joined his ‘Safety Brigade.’ 


Kantel went betore the Board of 
Education here with a proposal to 
organize safety patrols in every 
school in the city. Rejection of the 
plan resulted in his decision to go 
after a seat on the Aldermanic 
Board and the announcement that he 
will then submit his plan to the 
Ontario Department of Education 
whose authority supersedes the city 
board. Plans for a house-to-house 
canvassing of parents in Ward 1 are 
now being completed. 


DON SHAW DEPARTS 


Phil Wygott te Australia for J. 
Walter Thompson 











Phil Wygott, production man and 
scriptist, is leaving McCann-Erick- 
son, along with Don Shaw, at the 
end of next week to join J. Walter 
Thompson’s branch office in Sydney, 
Australia. Shaw, \ ho came to the 
agency as assistant to the president, 
has no plans. He was formerly east- 
ern sales manager for NBC. 

Wygott’s previous connection was 
the Thompson office in New York, 


Camel Spots Back Jan. 1 


Camel resumes its transcribed spot 
announcement campaign Jan. 1. It 
will be one of those situations where 
the number of stations and an- 
nouncements per day will be deter- 
mined by what the agency. William 
Esty, considers the best buy. 

Station list will run between 30 
and 40, while the contracts will run 
from 26 to 52 weeks, with some of 
them calling for as many of 10 spots 











a day. 





Psychological Causes of Radio 
Hysteria Probed by Princeton U. 





Princeton, Dec. 20. 

A post-mortem is to be conducted 
by the Princeton University radio 
project on the psychological why- 
fores of mass hysteria following the 
recent Orson Welles ‘War of the 
Worlds’ broadcast. Realistic attempts 
to find out the exact nature of spe- 
cific behavior and whether news- 
papers exaggerated will also take 
other novel avenues of exploration. 

Scholarly approach will attempt 
to see if foreign extraction popula- 
tion reacted more violently than ‘old 
stock,’ and if areas where natural 
catastrophes have occurred before 
are more or less susceptible to hys- 
teria. Selected for the latter pur- 
pose will be flood areas of New York, 
Pennsylvania and Kentucky, the 
earthquake belt in California, and 
similar zones. Objective is to ascer- 
tain if possible whether previous ex- 
perience with nature on a rampage 
‘set the stage’ for panic. 








donated by Cantor personally. 


One phase of the investigation will 


undertake to trace the rationaliza- 
tions that have set in since the 
event—what self-analysis of defense 
is offered by those individuals that 
reacted crazily. It is known that all 
over the nation persons who piled 
their belongings into autos and 
headed for the mountains have since 
been subject to brutal kidding. Thus 
the ‘laughing stock of the neighbor- 
hood’ angle will be given special 
thought. 

A national field survey organiza- 
tion will collaborate in this dragnet 
to get the psychological facts. Rocke- 
feller General Education Board has 
made a special grant to Princeton 
of $3,000 to get the survey started. 
This is supplemental to ‘the project’s 
original grant of $67,000. Hadley 
Cantril of the Princeton faculty is 
in charge. Paul Lazarsfeld and 
Frank Stanton (CBS research de- 


partment) are other members of the 


| Beeuwkes, 





$7500 Special Fund Greases Ways 
For NAB Liaison with Set-Makers 





KYW XMAS CARD STUNT 


Nearly Flopped Due to Arabs Burn- 
ing Post Office 








Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 

Stunt in sending out its Xmas 
greetings was used by KYW this 
year. Cards arrived last week, post- 
marked from Bethlehem and bearing 
a Paiestine stamp. Lambert 
promotion manager, 
worked out stunt with Donald Blair, 
Philly manager for Thomas Cook 
& Sons. 
Greetings were put aboard the 
S. S. Exochorda out of Jersey City 
Nov. 8, dropped at Alexandria, sent 
from there to Haifa and from Haifa 
to Jerusalem by bus. But by the 
time the packet reached Jerusalem 
the postoffice had been burned to 
the ground by rioting Arabs at Beth- 
lehem. By last-minute wire-pulling, 
however, official stamp of Bethle- 
hem was released from the chancery 
where it had been placed when the 
p.o. was fired. Cards returned by 
way of Genoa on the S. S. Esperia. 


29 YEARS IN 
BIZ, QUITS 
AT 33 


Mirwaukee, Dec. 20. 

For the sixth consecutive season a 
capacity crowd of 1,800 jammed 
Milwaukee Auditorium for the an- 
nual Christmas party of WTMJ’s 
maestro, Heinie. Proceeds of the 
big gemutlichkeit (cheerfulness) 
session, in which more than 150 en- 
tertainers took part, go to Mil- 
waukee Journal Goodfellow fund 
for poverty’s children. 

Ann Suter, torch singer, stopped 
the show in what she said was her 
farewell appearance on any stage, 
since she was to be married three 
days later. Stated she was 33 and 
on stage 29 years. 

In the Auditorium basement, 30 
bartenders working at top speed 
tried to quench the crowd’s beer 
thirst. 

In addition to Heinie’s own Grena- 
diers from WTMJ, several other 
bands appeared through the cour- 
tesy of the Milwaukee Musicians’ 
Union. They were those of Griff 
Williams, Lee Roth, Red Roberts and 
Johnny Warren. Betty and Her 
Playgirls, Harmonica Cal’s Badger 
State Barn Dance, the Continental 
Flyers, the Five Cameos, Edith Rae, 
Ford and Barnes, Jane Rubey and 
the Sophisticates of Swing, and Don 
McClellan appeared. 


Prof. Pitkin on Gruen 
E.T.s for Transamerk 














Gruen Watch has renewed for a 
dealer campaign after the first of the 
year, with the Transamerican Broad- 
casting & Television Corp. set to do 
the disc production. There will be 
two quarter-hour series, and prob- 
ably a third, limited to five minutes, 
Campaign will be placed on 164 sta- 
tions. 

One of the 15-minute series will be 
all musical, while the other will be 
a mixture of exposition and drama, 
tentatively titled ‘If I Could Live It 
Over Again.’ Professor Walter B. 
Pitkin is the narrator. Each group 
will run for 13 weeks. 

Transamerican is also working on 
a dealer show for Sealsac. It like- 
wise will be timed for 15 minutes 
and start in January. 


Tone with Kate Smith 


Franchot Tone’s radio playlet 
series for NBC wil] get a tryout on 
the Kate Smith program over 
WABC-Columbia net on Jan. 12. 
Actor is in New York now readying 
for a legit role with the Group The- 
atre. 

Elaine Sterne Carrington is writ- 
ing the series, which will be labeled 
‘Heaven Is Here.’ She made deal on 
the Coast with Tone and the radio 














project. 
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chain about a month ago. First one 
is not titled pet. 


~weeeernevaneaeaeezpre ere 


a 





Washington, Dec. 20. 
Active work on the cooperative 
effort to build good will for radio 
gets under way early next month 
when the National Association of 
Broadcasters and the Radio Manu- 
facturers Association launch huddles 


about promotional campaign. Path 


was cleared last week when NAB 


directors appropriated up to $2,500 
for the undertaking. 

With its 50-page ‘primer’ on the 
A, B, C of radio due from the print- 
ers momentarily, the NAB staff is 
sounding out station and network 
people for ideas and getting set for 
further conferences at which con- 
crete moves will be discussed. Short- 
ly after the holiday season, the two 
bodies expect to call together ad- 
vertising managers, promotion ex- 
perts, program builders, and other 
consultants to see just what can be 
arranged in the way of plugging 
individual enterprise and selling the 
public. 

Budget Problem 


Although no large outlay is sched- 
uled, widespread effort has been 
mapped out in general outline. Deal- 
er window displays, station open 
house affairs, magazine and newspa- 
per advertising, public exhibitions, 
and special ballyhoo programs are 
included. Disc manufacturers will 
be invited to sit in on the thought- 
swapping. 

In joining hands, each branch of 
the business will rely mainly upon 
its own facilities to keep expenses 
down. No agency will be hired to 
direct the campaign, although NAB 
may engaged a promotion consultant 
or add to the regular headquarters 
an exploitation expert. Broadcasters 
will throw in time and talent, while 
set-makers are expected to earmark 
part of their regular advertising 
budgets for general industrial good- 
will propaganda. The new primer, 
which will be distributed to the pub- 
lic with new set sales, is the first 
move to combat possible excessive 
regulation and threatened govern- 
ment ownership of radio. 


ENNA JETTICK LOCAL 
TO START, D’ARTEGA IN 


Enna Jettick Shoe goes on WABC, 
N. Y., Feb. 18 with a half hour 
musical show, which will later be 
given a network hookup. Cast will 
consist of a band conducted by 
D’Artega, Jimmy Shields, the 7 G’s 
chorus and an m. c. yet to be set. 

It’s the Saturday 9:30 to 10 p. m. 
spot. Marschalkk & Pratt is the 
agency. 











Biffs from Buff 


By ROD REED 











Buffalo, Dec. 20. 
Cook Tours man is back on the 
radio to tell us what countries we 
may visit and what to wear for 
armour. 





Television will be more economi- 
cal if all the daytime serials use the 
same courtroom set. 





Artie Shaw and his theme are 
poorly spotted by NBC—Nightmare’ 
should follow ‘Lights Out.’ 





Comedian Youngman’s name al- 
ways comes out ‘Henry.’ Typesetters 
do better with Sonja. 





‘Buck Rogers’ is coming back and 
‘The Shadow’ has been extended. 
Those who were scared by ‘The War 
of the Worlds’ might as well buy 
commuters’ tickets to the hills. 





‘Gateway’s’ Getaway 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

Miriam Hopkins will guest with 
Jesse Lasky’s discoveries on the first 
‘Gateway to Hollywood’ program for 
Wrigley, Jan. 8. Tyros chosen for 
initialer are Camille Patti of Dallas 
and Ralph Bowman from Lincoln, 
Neb. 

Joan Bennett is booked. for the sec- 
ond week, with Tony Bickley of 
Ogunquit, Me., and Rowena Cook, 





New York. 
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Admen on Committee 





Edward Lasker, v.p., Lord & Thomas. 


Arthur Pryor, Jr., v.p., B. B. D. & O. 





Committee of agency men that yesterday ' 
Variety a statement on its reaction to recent discussions with the 
American Federation of Radio Actors was as follows: 

Chester J. LaRoche, Pres., Young & Rubicam, Inc., chairman. 
Richard Compton, Pres., Compton, Inc. 
Ralph Van Buren, Secretary, Ruthrauff & Ryan. 


Atherton Hobler, Pres., Benton & Bowles. 


John U. Reber, v.p., J. Walter Thompson Co. 


AFRA’s Grievances, Wage 
Scale, Union Recognition 
Issue Covered by Agencies 
Committee 








St. Louis Stations Prepare for Poll of 





DOOR STILL OPEN 





The advertising agencies yesterday 





AGENGIES CASE 


Talent, Including Spielers, as Ordered) scoScevers.ce 





St. Louis, Dec. 20. 


tory before the NLRB, in Washing- 


and KWK wish to be represented in 
collective bargaining by AFRA. 


The sta- 
tion has offered to negotiate with the’ 
ton, which last week sustained | union as a bargaining agent for the 
AFRA’s contention that gabbers of | ermmouncers as one unit and for the 
local radio stations belong to the/| free-lance actors and singers as a 
same union as actors and singers, St. separate unit. 
Louis headquarters began preparing presumably will give these actors 
for the election, ordered held within | and singers an equal vote with staff AFRA. 
30 days under NLRB jurisdiction, to | | employees at each of the radio sta-| that 
determine whether a majority of | | tions at which the actor or singer has 
radio artists in stations KSD, WEW | appeared.’ 


The board’s order 


‘There were many points 


first time on the subject of the radio 
actors’ union (AFRA) when Chester 


same bargaining unit with the free- | LaRoche, president of Young & Ru- 
Following AFRA’s sweeping ing. | tion 8 actors and singers, 


bicam and chairman of the agencies 
committee (not a Four A committee) 
explained agency sentiment. 

In reply to questions put by 
Variety, LaRoche explained the phi- 
losophy of the committee’s reaction 
to the discussions so far with the 
LaRoche made it clear 
while the committee could 
not act for the advertisers, it 
was deeply interested in finding out 


Robert T. Convey of KWK said,| what the AFRA was driving at since 
in the] the clients represented by the indi- 


NLRB, in its decision, found that) NLRB decision to which the man-| viduals on the committee would in 


47 of the 62 KMOX employes were | | agement might take exceptions; how- 
members of AFRA and the union | ever, we feel that our contention that 
should be recognized as the bargain- announcers should be separated from 
ing agency for them. After review-/| actors and free-lance artists was 
ing evidence submitted before Trial | valid. On this most important point 


the final analysis have to depend on 
them for information and counsel. 


Yardstick of Theatre 
LaRoche said that he felt that the 


Examiner J. J. Fitzpatrick during @| we were overruled and undoubtedly | issues prevailing between the spon- 
nine-day session here last summer) the grouping of all artists in one|sor and AFRA tended to become 
and oral arguments made in Wash-| bargaining unit will present numer-| obscure and distorted through the 


ington on Nov. 3, NLRB held that! ous problems and inequalities.’ 


singers, actors and gabbers consti- 
tuted an appropriate group for col- 
lective bargaining. Counsel for the 
stations had contended that gabbers 
could not be properly included in 


gabbers employed by the four sta- 
tions were members of AFRA which 








Cantor to L. A. Jan. 9 


Eddie Cantor will return to the 
the same bargaining group. Testi- | West Coast after his Camel broadcast 
mony showed that 28 or 29 of the 41 | Of Jan. 9. 

Next series from Hollywood. 


efforts of AFRA spokesmen to apply 
the yardstick of the theatre to radio. 

Head of Y&R also made it clear 
that the statement did not imply an 
air of finality or anything approach- 
ing it. The committee, he _ said, 
would continue to try to arrive at a 
solution of the problem as advanced 
by the AFRA. 














Statement of Agency Committe 


By Chester La Roche 


Chairman 


Advertising Agencies’ radio com-| 


mittee in discussions with the Amer-| which after considerable discussit 
ican Federation of Radio Artists has | was abandoned by AFRA. 


at no time offered opposition to the} 
unionizing of the radio artists. 
recognizes that unionization is 
matter for the decision of the artists | 
themselves, 


The Radio committee is merely an| guild shop. The guild shop req 


It} proposal, which suggests the es Mi 
a| lishment of a minimum wage | 










the employers of broadcasting tale# 


3 


AFRA has now submitted a 


broadcasting artists on the natio 
| networks and the recognition of | 


advisory group. It is composed of | that non-union’ entertainers joi 


members who volunteered to coun- 
sel with the union representatives 


who were unfamiliar with many | closed shop for broadcasting taler 


of the problems of radio broad- 
cast advertising, in order that the 
interests of all concerned — the 
artists, the medium and the adver- 
tisers—would be considered fully | 
during the discussions. Just as the | 


American Association of Advertising 


Agencies has no power to represent | sentatives that, in its opinion, 


its various members in the negotia- | 
tion of contracts, the Radio Commit- | 


tee has no authority to commit| radio broadcasting that it consti 
agencies or clients on matters of|a real threat to the use of bro 


conditions. 


Agencies Advisory Job 

Labor policies of the clients of ad- 
vertising agencies vary so much that 
no central group is in a position to | 
deal with finality with the question 
of a trade union contract in radio 
broadcasting. But since the agencies 
have advisory positions with the 
client companies, the committee felt 
that it could and should discuss, pos- 
sibly to the advantage of all con- 


labor policy, pay scales or paced 





cerned, the questions raised by the | whe appears on a 15-minute spon 


union representatives. 

Accordingly, in the past year, meet- 
ings have been held with representa- 
tives of the AFRA for the exchange | 
of views about working conditions in 
radio broadcasting and for an exam- 
ination of economic and pay scale 
factors which affect the use of 
broadcasting for advertising in com- 
petition with other advertising 
media. 

Earlier in the year AFRA sub- 
mitted a proposal for a contract with 





is affiliated with the AFL. 








It was concluded that this indi- | 
cated the unwillingness of the gab- 
bers to form a separate union and 
the board pointed out that such em- 
ployes were grouped for collective 
bargaining at stations in other cities | 
and there was no St. Louis union 
which wished to include them. 


Hillbillies Left Out 

Free-lance as well as staff em- 
ployes were included among those | 
eligible to participate in the election, | 
but persons paid by advertisers or 
other sponsors or who worked with- | 
out compensation were declared to 
be ineligible. Hillbilly talent at sev- 
eral St. Louis stations was pushed | 
around as the board excluded them | 
on the grounds they had not sought | 
membership in AFRA but were at- | 
tempting to join AFM. 

AFRA headquarters maintains it, 
has a majority of members employed | 
by KSD, KWK and WEW in addition | 
to KMOX and is confident that the | 
vote to be taken will prove this. | 
Meanwhile some 20 scripters in St. | 
Louis stations have asked for ad- | 
mission to AFRA Chapter and this | 
matter will be threshed out at the | 
next meeting of the union. There is 
little likelihood that the applications 
will be nixed as a precedent recently | 
was established when KNX scripters 
were taken in as members of the Los 
Angeles Chapter of AFRA. 

Foster’s Statement 

Commenting on NLRB’s action, Al 
S. Foster, gen. mgr. of WEW, said, 
‘Regarding the recent NLRB de- 
cision, we honestly feel that an- 
nouncers should be in a bargaining 
unit separate from singers and ac- 
tors. Their status is much different. 
Singers and actors are chiefly casual 
employees and are only concerned 
with the show of the moment. The 
announcers consider the operation as 
a whole and are full-time employees. 
However, the board has decided that 
it is appropriate to place them all in 
one bargaining unit.’ 

John R. Green, counsel for KSD. 
said, ‘There was no disagreement 
between KSD and AFRA except in 
regard to the scope of the appropri- 
ate bargaining unit under the Wag- 
ner Act. KSD questioned whether 
under the laws its full-time salaried 
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the union, Although not technical 
such, this would virtually mean 


The committee of the agencies m 
with AFRA representatives to d 
cuss this new proposal and at thi 
meeting offered to submit the pre 
posal to advertising agencies to ob 
tain their opinion. At the same tim 
the committee informed the er 2 


proposal was still so far out of 
with the economic possibilities 


| 
casting for advertising purposes, 5 
The basis for this feeling can t =| 
be explained by an examinations 
the basic wage demanded, the m nid} 
mum rate for a 15-minute broadcast? 
Further demands were presented fom 
half-hour and hour program, bus 
these proportionately extend ‘thé 
maladjustment that may be seen i 
the 15-minute wage demand. 
$37 Daily Wage : 
The proposed scale provides ~ 
minimum wage of $15 for any arti 


ored network program, plus 


and $6 for an hour of vacua e. 
hearsal time. Many 15-minute com 
mercial programs are rebroadcast 
a different section of the country ¢ 
the day of the original broade 
and many of them require two how 
for rehearsal. Thus the propose 
scale, applied to common prog 
practice, would mean a minimum 
daily wage of $37 and, for the no 
mal program broadcast five times 
week, a minimum weekly wage @ 
$185, regardless of how minor a f— 
the artist had in the program. 
Under present circumstances 
average pay is about $25 per > 
'gram for the actors who are cast. 
| the leading roles on a 15-min 
| program, with no extra pay for re 
hearsal. When the program is re 
broadcast the pay for the 1d 


original fee covers both the ini 


additional shows are broadcast dur 
ing the week, the pay per sing 
broadcast often decreases. ; 
AFRA’s proposal consequently 
would increase the pay for app 
ance on a 15-minute commercial ne 
work program for an average 
around $25 for the top roles to 
minimum of $37 for the minor : 
The new scale, high for the singh 
day, is even more prohibitive 
it is applied to a series of progral 
in the same week, since, as compares 
with an average fee now of $125 pal 
scale would provide a minimum ¢ 
$185 even for minor roles. x 
To establish what in its pract 
effect would be a minimum wage @ 
$185 weekly for appearance on ft 
normal 15-minute network prograi 
with a higher minimum for the 
hour and hour programs, would 
most unfair to the radio artists them 
selves, because it would tend to 
duce the size of the ‘cast employed 
for a program, and thereby lesser 
rather than improve the opportun iY 
for the lesser performers—the n 
and file—whose interests APRA 
especially desires to protect. It wou! 
tend to drive daytime programs ¢ 
the air. It would tend on the whol 
to discourage and impair the 
broadcasting for advertising pb. 
poses. 
Cutting Down Staff 
In order to examine further 
| practical consequences of the pro 
/posal in relation to program cos! 
the committee has applied the 
gested minimum pay scale for actors, 
singers and commercial voices to sev 
eral programs, with the following 
sults. In the actual case of a cho 
of 60 voices hired at a cost of $1 
for a series of programs—a cost 
tablished by fair negotiation in th 
(Continued on page 28) | 
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MAJOR DECISIONS 


Washington, Dec. 20. 


Florida: Daytime regional for Clearwater turned down because 
f sufficient coverage by three other transmitters and fact that 
rea is too sparsely populated to warrant use of the 1300 ke fre- 
quency. Application of the Florida West Coast Broadcasting Co., 
Juc.. proposed construction of a+ daytime transmitter with 250 
watts, for the purpose of bringing local programs of interest to 
"the immediate neighborhood to listeners in the area. Corporation 
J the licensee of WFLA, which currently serves the same territory, 
nd Commish could not see xvod te 1 i 
ional station. Not an industrial area, it wes pointed out, and 
t WFLA moved its main studio from Clearwater to Tampa because 
ipf the difficulty in securing commerciat ee ort 
Applicant was represented by George 8. Smith and Harry P. 
Warner. 
Minnesota: Green-light for KATE, Albert Tea, on its plea for 
nighttime operation. No primary service available to the area dur- 
ing nighttime hours and numerous demands have been made by 
/ prominent citizens for local programs during evening hours, Albert 
= Lea Broadcasting Co., licensce of KATE, proposes to increase its 
expenditures approximately $6,000 a year, while testimony by local 
business men indicated that $11,700 would be spent for evening 
time, providing the application is granted. Station earned a net 
income of $8,015 between October, 1937— when it started operation—- 
and-Agril 30, 1938, report showed. 

No ‘material interference’ would be expected between KATE and 
‘ether transmitters, Commish found, and public need has been shown 
\ for nighttime broadcast facilities in the area. 
J. Bruce Kremer and Herbert M. Bingham appeared for KATE. 
Rhode Island: Squawks of three Providence transmitters which 
+5 now give primary service to the area were upheld by the Commish 
fm the request of the Pawtucket Broadcasting Co., for a 1 kw sta- 
tion on 1390 ke for the city of Pawtucliet. Ample coverage al- 
ready is available from WPRO, WJIAR and WEAN, in nearby Provi- 
dence, Commish ruled, and granting of the requested facilities 
furthermore would result in serious interference to applicant station 
from WHK, Cleveland, which uses the 1390 ke frequency. Pawtucket 
plant would be limited to its 4.8 millivolt per meter contour, en- 
gineers testified. f 
Argument of the Pawtucket Broadcasting Co. that competition 
between merchants of Pawtucket and Providence justified construc- 
tion of the proposed station was thrown down because, in Commish 
opinion, ‘the mere desire of commercial organizations for a low- 
rate transmitting service for radio advertising does not of itself 
justify the granting of additional facilities.’ Some foundation for 
the Pawtucket squawk, however, since the Providence transmitters 
are owned, directly, or indirectly, by large department stores in 
that city. 
Corporation comprises Howard Thornley, radio engineer for 
WPRO; Paul Oury, former manager of WPRO, and Frank F, Crook, 
local auto dealer, as president, secretary and treasurer-vice-presi- 
Gent, respectively Outfit had $50,000 cash on deposit in its treasury 
| and had signed commitments for $98,545 a year from Pawtucket 
/% merchants, although monthly operating expense of the proposed 
gtation was estimated at only $4,850. 
Applicant retained George S. Smith and Harry P. Warner. 


MINOR DECISIONS 


California: KMTR Radio Corp., Hollywood, granted new experi- 
ental relay station to be operated on 31100, 34600, 37600, and 
® ke on an-experimental basis only, conditionally, with 2 watts; 
Don Lee Broadcasting System, Los Angeles, granted new relay 
broadcast station to be operated on 1646, 2090, 2190 and 2830 ke 
with 8 watts. 

Florida: St. Petersburg Chamber of Commerce, St. Petersburg, 
granted new experimental relay broadcast station, to be operated 
on 31100, 34600, 37600 and 40600 ke, with 2 watts. 


Hilinois: Martin R. O’Brien, Aurora, granted new experimental 
% relay broadcast station, to be operated on 1606, 2022, 2102, and 2758 
' & ke with 50 watts—also granted new low frequency relay station 
Bon 31100, 34600, 37600 and 40600 ke, with 6 watts. 

Jowa: KFNF, Inc., Shenandoah, granted new relay broadcast 
| gtation to be operated on 1622, 2058, 2150 and 2790 ke, with 560 
‘3 watts, 
: Maine: WAGM, Presque Isle, present license extended for period 
of two months, from Jan. 1, on temporary basis only, subject to 
Commish action on pending request for renewal and to the condi- 
} tion that nothing shall be construed as a finding by the FCC that 
operation of the station will be in the public.interest ‘beyond the 
express terms hereof.’ (Station failed to comply with Rule 340.01, 
4 relative to ownership and control of broadcast stations.) 
i® land: WJEJ, Hagerstown Broadcasting Co., Hagerstown, 
ted authority to withdraw without prejudice application desig- 
* mated for hearing, requesting use of 1216 ke with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days. 
_. Massachusetts: WULLH, Lawrence, granted extension of special 
9 experimental authority to operate a synchronized station at Law- 
|@ rence, to operate with WLLH, Lowell, Mass., on 1370 ke with vari- 
Power or 10 to 100 watts, from Jan. 1 to June 1; WIXAL, 
Vorid Wide Broadcasting Corp., Boston, granted renewal of Inter- 
national broadcast station license for the period ending Nov. 1, 1939, 
on an experimental basis only, subject to change or cancellation by 
| the Commission at any time, without advance notice or hearing, if 
|B in its discretion need for such action arises. 
t Michigan: WS8XEO, WJIM, Inc., Lansing, granted reinstatement 
of relay broadcast station on an experimental basis (license was 
previously held by Harold F. Gross); James F. Hopkins, Inc., Ann 
| Arbor, granted authority to withdraw without prejudice application 
| for new station to be operated on 1400 ke with 250 watts. 




























































New York: W2XDG, National Broadcasting Co., Inc., New York, 
granted extension of special temporary authority to operate high 





frequency broadcast station on frequency 38.65 megacyclies from 
Dec. 20 to Jan. 18, pending definite arrangements to be made in 
the ultra high frequency bands, Same applicant: granted extension 
of special temporary authority to operate group of 33 experimental 
relay broadcast stations on frequencies 31.22 and 37.02 megacyecles, 
in lieu of present assignments of 31.1 and 37.6 megacycles, from 
Dec. 21 to Jan. 19, pending adjustment of relay broadcast fre- 
quency assignments above 30 megacycles as contemplated by Gen- 
eral Order No. 19. 

Virginia: Colonial Broadcasting Corp., Norfolk, denied petition 
to withdraw without prejudice application for new station to be 
operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 


SET FOR HEARING 


Califernia: Great Union High School District. North Sacramento, 
new station to be operated on. 1420 ke with 100 watts, days only 
(application set for hearing because it would involve increase in 
service and interference with an existing transmitter-—KSAN);: 

KERN (McClatchy), Bakersfield, change frequency from 1370 to 
1380 ke, jump juice from 100 watts to 1 kw, install new equipment 
and vertical radiator and move transmitter locally (remanded to 
the examiners because it would involve interference with two ex- 
isting transmitters). 

KMJ (McClatchy), Fresno, install new equipment and vertical 
radiator, jump juice from 1 to 5 kw, move transmitter site locally 
(set for hearing because it would involve interference with two 
existing stations). 

INincis: WDAN, Danville, Increase time of operation from days 
to unlimited, using 100 watts nights, 250 watts days on 1500 ke 
(set for hearing because of possible interference with WCKY, 
Covington, Ky., and pending applications from Illinois involving 
increase in service). 

Minnesota: E. C. Reineke, N. D. Black, H. D. Paulson, Mrs, 
N. B. Black, C. H. Reineke and Forum Publishing Co., Inc., Duluth, 


transfer of control of Red River Broadcasting Co., Inc., licensee of 
KDAL, te Dalton A; 1seMasurier and Charles LeMasurier (set for 
hearing to ascertain if control of licensee corporation has been 


transferred without prior consent of the Commish): 

New York: Niagara Falls Gazette Publishing Co., Niagara Falls, 
new station to be operated on 1260 ke with 1 kw, days only (set 
for hearing because of increase in service and interference). 

Wisconsin: WHBY, Inc., Green Bay, jump juice from 1 to 5 kw, 
install new equipment and make changes in directional antenna (to 
be heard before. Commish—set for. hearing because, of violation of 
Rule 120 and interference with existing stations). 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Alabama: Harry M. Ayers, Anniston, new relay broadcast sta- 
tion to be operated on 1622, 2058, 2150 and 2790 ke with 10 watts; 
WHMA, Harry M. Ayers, Anniston, change hours of operation from 
days to unlimited. using 100 watts, 

Arkansas: KTHS, Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce, Hot 
Springs, extension of special experimental authority to operate on 
1060 ke, simultaneously with WBAL, Baltimore, from 6 a.m. to 
sunset, suspend until 8 p.m. and unlimited from then to midnight. 

California: W&6XBE, General Electric Co., San Francisco, add 
frequency 6190 ke. make changes in circuit, extend commencement 
and completion dates; Broadcasting Corp. of America, Riverside, 
new station to be operated on 1270 ke with 250 watts; Martin K. 
Calaway & Harry S. Hooper, Marysville, new station to be operated 
on 1426 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Kentucky: Paducah Broadcasting Co., Inc., Paducah, new relay 
broadcast station to be operated on 38900, 39100, 39300, 39500 ke 
with 2 watts. 

Louisiana: KWKH, Shreveport, extension of special experimental 
authority to operate with 1100 kc, using directional antenna nights. 

Maryland: WBAL, Baltimore, extension of special experimental 
authority to operate simultaneously with KTHS, Hot Springs, Ark., 
on 7060 ke, from local sunset at Hot Springs to 9 p.m., EST, and 
sychronize with WJZ, New York, on 760 ke, with 2% kw, using 
directional antenna frem 9$ p.m., EST. 

Michigan: Thumb Broadcasting Co., Brown City, new daytime 
station to be operated on 880 ke with 1 kw. 

New York: W2XAF, General Electric Co., South Schenectady, add 
frequencies 6190 and 21590 ke. 

Ohio: WKBN. Yoingstown, jump day power from 509 watts to 
1 kw; National Broadcasting Co., Inc., Cleveland, new relay broad- 
cast station to be operated on 31100, 34600, 37600, and 40600 ke, 
with 2.watts. 

Oregon: KOAS, Oregon Siate Agricultural College, Corvallis, tn- 
stall new transmitter and antenna, jump juice’ from 1 to 5 kw and 
move transmitter locally, 

Pennsylvania: WHAT, Philadelphia, authority to transfer control 
of corporation from Public Ledger, Inc., to Bonwit-Teller & Co. of 
Philadelphia, 200 shares common stock. 

Tennessee: M. L. Medley, Cookeville, new station to be operated 
on 1370 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Washington: KIRO, Seattle, extension of special experimental 
authority to operate on 710 ke, with 1 kw. 

Wisconsin: WEAU, Eau Claire, increase power from 1 to 5 kw 
and make changes in transmitter. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


California: Voluntary assignment of license of KYOS, Merced, 
from the Merced Star Publishing Co., Inc., to the Merced Broad- 
casting Co., recommended by Examiner George H. Hill. Although 
control of the station will be kept in the same family, station will 
be entirely separated from the newspaper owned by the licensee 
and two of the stockholders will devote themselves exclusively to 
the interests of the station, having retired from the active business 
of publishing the rag. 

Present set-up shows that the Merced Star Publishing Co. is 


.. E.C.C. WASHINGTON DOCKET .. 


owned by Ray McClung, Peter McClung—each holding 245 shares 
of the par value of $100 per share—and Hugh McClung, owner 
of 250 shares, Wives of Ray McClung and Peter McClung hold five 
shares each—placing ownership of the licensee corporation com- 
pletely within the family. ‘ Proposed deal would give the three 
McClungs 8,000 shares each in the Merced Broadcasting Co—au- 
thorized to issue $25,000 in capital stock, divided inta 25,000 shares 
common with par value of $1 per share—with 1,000 shares withheld 
to distribute in the future to loyal employees of the station. Three- 
way distribution of the broadcast stock among the McClungs is for 
the purpose of reimbursing them for money previously expended in 
constructing the station, report explained. 

Station, which operated at a profit of about $7,800 In 1937, is not 
expected to need additional funds, but $15,000 has been set aside 
by the assignor corporation to assure. sufficient money with which 
to operate the transmitter. Principal benefit seen by Examiner Hill 
in the proposed deal is separation of the affairs of the radio station 
and the newspaper. Present manager of the paper has acquired 
a one-third interest in the rag and ‘competitive status of the two 
organizations brings about a conflict between the managers of the 
hewspaper and the static,’ report stated. 

Clarence C. Dill and James W. Gum appeared for applicant. 

Idahe: Frequency change from 900 to 600 ke and night power 
boost from 250 watts to 1 kw should be granted KSEI, Pocatello, 
Examiner John P. Bramhall informed Commish, 

Station, an NBC affiliate, has been performing a meritorious serv- 
ice, Bramhall found, and is amply financed to care for new con- 
struction estimated at $13,500. Now makes a monthly profit of ap- 
proximately $1,000 and no change in the existing rates of $31.75 
per hour for regional] coverage and $23.50 for local coverage is con- 
templated. Extension of the station's service would be particularly 
valuable during the winter months, when heavy snowstorms keep 
Idahoans marooned, and rural communities also would benefit, if 
broadcasts concerning the whereabouts of school children who fre- 
quently are left at homes along the line of travel by the school 
bus in bad storms, could be extended to reach beyond the trans- 
mitter’'s present limit. 

Although KSEI would be limited nights to its approximate 2.31 
millivolt per meter contour, by KFSD, San Diego, and there is some 
possibility that a Canadian station will occupy the 600 ke frequency 
if the Havana Treaty is ratified, Bramhall urged favorable con- 
sideration of the request by the Commish, 

Applicant was represented by Horace L. Lohnes, Fred W. Albert- 
son and M, M. Jansky. 

Illinois-Indiana: Trade between two transmitters now sharing 
time, and a third station which would change its assignment to 
permit the sharers to operate full time, approved by Examiner 
P. W. Seward. Three-way agreement would reimburse WBOW, 
Terre Haute, for obligingly moving from the 1310 ke berth to 1200 
ke, in order to permit WJBL, Decatur, Ill., and WJBC, Terre Haute, 
to become independent of each other and enter into unlimited opera- 
tion. Terms of the trade provide for payment of $5,000 to WBOW 
by the two other stations, plus additional funds to cover any ex- 
penses incurred by the station in making the change. 

Illinois transmitter, owned by Commodore Broadcasting, Inc., has 
been splitting hours with WJBC on 1200 ke, using 100 watts power. 
Proposes to move to 1310 ke (now occupied by WBOW) and in- 
crease its daytime power to 250 watts, retaining 100 watts power 
for night operation. WIBC would keep the 1200 ke frequency 
and its present power of 100 watts nights, 269 watts days, and 
both stations would be able to greatly increase their time of opera- 
tion with very little expense, WBOW, which otherwise would not 
have anything to gain by the change, would receive $5,000 present 
for being agréeable, with all expenses paid. 

Although some slight limitation would result to all three trans- 
mitters by the change, Seward told Commish that granting of all 
three applications would tend toward a ‘fair, efficient and equitable 
distribution’ of service. 

Attorneys retained by the applicants were George O. Sutton, 
Frank Stollenwerck and Arthur Schroeder for WJBL, Henry B. 
Walker for WBOW, and Ben 8. Fisher and Charles V. Wayland 
for WJBC. 

Kansas: Juice jump and frequency change for KSAL, Salina, 
recommended to the Commish by Examiner Seward. Switch from 
1500 to 1120 ke and power boost from 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days, to 500 watts nights, 1 kw days, would increase station's cov- 
erage within the 10 millivolt per meter contour by approximately 
23% days, and 20% nights, Seward held. Considerable improvement 
would be made to the program service, as transmitter proposes to 
present 60.9% talent broadcasts, and 39.1% transcriptions, as against 
Present arrangement of 34.5% live talent to 65% wax. No increase 
in rates contemplated at present, but applicant promised that— 
in case an increase is necessary—charges would not be upped more 
than 20% over rates now in effect. 

Despite squawks of WISN, Milwaukee—which complained that 
KSAL would limit it to the 1.5 ‘millivolt per meter contour, Seward 
found definite need for the proposed additional service. WISN 
and other transmitters would not .suffer interference. from KSAL, 
operating under the requested facilities, ‘beyond the limitation 
which is now caused to such stations by the operation of other 
broadcast stations,’ Seward declared. Salina transmitter would 
receive more severe interference from WISN—within its 3.8 milli- 
voit per meter contour. 

Horace L. Lohnes, F, W. Albertson and M, M. Jansky appeared 
for applicant. 

North Carolina: Daytime power boost for WSJS, owned by the 
Piedmont Publishing Co. of Winston-Salem, received an initial okay 
from Examiner George H. Hill. 

Granting of the request for a lift from 100 to 250 watts would 
increase the field intensity 58% throughout the entire area which 
receives daytime service from WSJS, Hill declared. In addition 
the service area would be extended and a number of local merchants 
and business men who have been asking for greater coverage for 
advertising purposes could be satisfied. 

Applicant corporation, which also publishes a morning and after- 
noon paper, revealed assets of $1,700,000—ample to finance the pro- 
posed construction which was estimated at $19,750. 

Ben 8S, Fisher and John W. Kendall appeared for WSJS. 
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(Frank Walker, Asked Where He Stands, Denies 


Joining CBS Subsidiary 


ted 
_ 





'Co. Saturday (17). 


“Hil remain meanwhile filling cer- 


' Leon), taking 20% of it. 


: ‘Consummate American Record Deal 


the company gets on the job. Frank | ward (Ted) Wallerstein, RCA Victor | addition to McAndrews and Mott, 
tschuler, who headed the disc|sales manager. Wallerstein is cur-| three radio men—Bill Holmes, NBC 
oa" bine as Herbert J. Yates’ man,| rently away for a rest. 

; Opinion in phonograph circtes is | agent, and Frank Barton, NBC an- 
designated duties. It is under-| that the’ Columbia label will be/nouncer; two agency men—Randy 
stood that the transfer of owner-| given dominance in the ARC group. | Smith, copy writer for Leon Livings- 
ship involved over $800,000, with the ~i is yy ae bo + eA — pe ton, and Phipps Rasmussen, of the 
Levys of Philadelphia (I. D. and Dr. come the lone /oc platter an at| J. Walter Thompson market research all 
: Brunswick will take over Vocalion’s | department. ae others are Mar- | @°CS to the Fair,’ through 350 thea- 
CBS’ first move to line up record-| status as the company’s 35¢ brand.| tin Hill of the Associated Oil Com-| ‘¢s in Iowa and Nebraska. Exhib- 


ADMEN ORGANIZE ON 
ALMA MATER BASIS 


San Francisco, Dec. 20. 
Advertising section has been 
formed by alumni of St. Mary’s Col- 





Eva Le Gallienne’s Canadian Special 


New Name Series on CBC Follows Shakespeare— 








lege under the leadership of Robert 


'‘@ CBS officials were much disap-|the RCA Manufacturing Co., which McAndrews, sales promotion chief NAYLOR ROGERS TO BLAIR 
pinted by the failure of any of the| includes the record division, took | for KGO and KPO, and Art Mott of 
q the negra it gg aga peep aye FO edi ag reo Lord & Thomas. First meeting of the| WLS, Chicago, and KOY, Phoenix, | saga by the Canadian Broadcasting 
of the American Record|Co.’s ownership last week when he | S€¢tion, which includes workers in 
Signatures | started an inquiry within his own | advertising, radio, journalism held 
Weren't exchanged until late that} crganization to find out which of| last week. Monthly dinners with 
'afternoon and there was a heavy/the personnel were going — CBS. 
i he next few hours to} Frank Walker, who was called over ' ‘ 
is ae ot a event out to the| to Camden for questioning, stoutly covering advertising to be given at | sentation to John Blair & Co., IRS, | wiched into nine one-hour install- 
papers. denied that he had any intention the college by members, and counsel | which had the stations for about a ments, serial teeing off Jan. 8. Series 
Adrian Murphy, who is Paul Kes-| of quitting his present post as re-| With undergraduates in the selection | year, represented them in New York | Will be carried by the CBC national 
#en’s assistant at CBS in matters of | cording manager of NBC’s transcrip- | 0f courses and finding of jobs are | only. 
plans and developments, has been| tion division. Another whose name | among the activities planned by the 
assigned as go-between at American| has frequently come up in trade | group. 
Record until the new president of | speculation on the same score is Ed- 


Executive committee includes, in 


Off International List 


Dennis King’s ‘Hamlet’ 





Toronto, Dec. 20. 
Initial etherizing of the ‘Jalna’ 





Corp. will follow the completion of 
the 13-week Shakespearian series, 





WLS, Chicago, and KOY, Phoenix, | which closed Sunday (18) with Den- 
: Ariz., part from Internationa’ Radio | nis King doing ‘Hamlet.’ 
speakers, series of weekly lectures| Sales Jan. 1 and go back for repre- 


Six ‘Jalna’ books will be sand- 





| hook-up (Sundays 9-10 p.m.). Cast- 


It is reported that Naylor Rogers |ing now under way with Eva Le 
is joining the Blair organization. 


Gallienne playing the grandmother 





producer; Pat Kelly, KFRC press 





Sing talent occurred Monday (19) 
4 when it put in a bid for Fats Wal- 
| der’s service. Herbert Rosenthal, 

nar of the CBS artists bureau, 







was under a long term obli- 
ion to Victor. 
K. Throckmorton, president of | afternon sustainer. 





Open to Hillbillies 
Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 
: Minus hillbillies for months, WFIL 
“who did the contacting, learned that | has at last succumbed to the urge. 
Betty Jo and the Rangers started 


pany’s advertising department, three 
newspapermen, a printer, an en- 


ercial arti 
graver and a commercial artist. either). 











WRC-WNAL, Washington. 


WOW’s State Fair Film 


Station WOW is releasing a five- 
minute newsreel-type picture, ‘Radio 


lead. Rupert Lucas will produce. 
Radio adaptation of the six ‘Jalna’ 
books was done in New York by 
Carolyn Darling, personal choice of 
Mazo de la Roche, author of the 


Omaha, Dec, 20. | S€*tet of tomes. 





Radio Productions Files 


Albany, N. Y., Dec. 20. 
Radio Productions, Inc., has been 


itors get the picture for use five days | chartered to conduct a broadcasting 
on their screens without charge (and | business in New York. Capital stock 
aren't supposed to charge WOW, | is 200 no par value shares, Directors 


are: Irving B. Schindel, Brooklyn; 


Film depicts activities of WOW’s| George H. Schwartz, Sea Gate, and 
Ray Michaels, announcer, leaves | staff at the Iowa and Nebraska state | Ruth R. Ehrentrau, Laurelton, L. 1. 
on the outlet this week for a daily | the Crosley staff next week to join| fairs. It was filmed by H. F. Che- 
noweth, local photog. 


Austrian & Lance, New York, fil- 
ing attorneys. 
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Public's Baffling Reactions 





advertiser. 


ber of participants. 


west and southern listeners. 
upshot was exactly three returns. 


product itself showed a substantial 
the course of the air campaign. 





Following two experiences canbe. added. to the anecdota concern- . 
ing the listeners’ reactions to various giveaway items. The response 
in either instance proved not only surprising but mysterious to the 


WJSV, Washington, had been offering a dollar bill to the first per- 
son telephoning the answer to a broadcast puzzle when as an experi- 
ment it changed the giveaway to two 40c. theatre tickets on which a 
tax of 12c. would have to be paid by the admittees. 
the shift was an immediate increase by more than 100% of the num- 


Other case involved the offer of a salad-mixing wooden fork and 
spoon for a can nozzle and 10c. by a salad dressing manufacturer 
over two 50,000-watt and one 5,000-watt stations catering to middle- 
There were 57 announcements and the 


incident was twofold: (1) how common, if any, is the wooden mixing 
bowl in the American home, and (2) whether it had been smart in 
the first place to offer only part of a household utensil. 


The result of 


Speculation stemming from this 


Sale of the 
uplift in those same areas during 








BRINCKERHOFF 
EXPANDS N.A.B. 
CATALOG 


Washington, Dec. 20. 
Completion of a supply of 300 
hours of royalty-free music within 
the next two years is the goal behind 


the joint efforts of National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters and E. V. 
Brinckerhoff & Co., purchaser of the 
trade group’s own transcription li- 
brary. Deal was concluded last 
weck at the NAB directorate session 
after conferences with both Brinck- 
erhoff and Langlois-Wentworth firm, 
only bidders. for Bureau of Copy- 
rights, Inc. 

Terms of the contract require 
Brinckerhoff to produce as rapidly 
as is physically possible the addi- 
tional 80 hours, so far unrecorded, 
promised in contracts between NAB 
and its membership. With 20 hours 
already on wax, scoring and title 
searching has been done on another 
30 hours on which production will 
begin shortly. Under the agreement 
NAB will license Brinckerhoff to 
use the 20 hours, receiving in return 
$25,000 cash and promise of royal- 
ties which would wipe out the in- 
vestment of between $55,000 and 
$60,000. 

Difference between the total ouft- 
lay and the initial installment will 
be paid gradually over an unspeci- 
fied period of time from sales of ad- 
ditional records, Brinckerhoff will 
hand over 50% of the amount re- 
ceived from purchasers of the addi- 
tional 80 hours to be turned out as 
well as half of the proceeds from 
sale of the 20 recorded hours to new 
subscribers, 

Protection for the industry is pro- 
vided in the pact. Besides having an 
advisory commitee to ernsult with 
the disc manufacturer as production 
continues, NAB received assurance 
that there will be no gouging on sale 
of additional recordings. Maximum 
which Brinckerhoff will charge for 
transcriptions after the first 100 
hours is $15 a platter. As a pre- 
mium, each purchaser will receive 
one copy of the music on each rec- 
ord in sheet form so stations can 
have their own arrangers make or- 
chestrations for live talent purposes. 


EDDIE DE LANGE GETS 








| have to go to the expense of remak- 








PHIL BAKER SPOT 


Eddie De Lange’s orchestra, or- | 
ganized during the past. year, and | 
Elisse Cooper, soloist with the band, 
have been signed for the Phil Baker | 
commercial on CBS to start Jan. 14. | 
The contract is for 13 weeks with | 
options. 

William Morris office set the deal | 
for De Lange, first orchestra to go! 
into its new band booking depart- | 
ment. 








Texaco Drops Merkel 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

All hands on Texaco Star Theatre 
with the exception of Una Merkel 
had their options taken up for an- 
Other 13 weeks. 

Producer Bill Bacher is still shop- 
Ping around for an emcee to succeed 
John Barrymore, who goes east for 

stage show. 








Thesaurus Asks Lesser 
Royalty on ‘Played-Out’ 





Hits; MPPA Unreceptive 


NBC’s Thesaurus division wants | 
the copyright owners of the music 
in its transcribed library to grant a 
special fee for pop tunes that aren’t 
used because their popularity has 
expired. Network would rather pay 
something of a master charge than 


ing the entire record. The disused 
number may be on the same disc 
with two tunes that still have public 
appeal. 

Web’s recorded . library division 
has taken up this matter with Harry 
Fox, agent and trustee for publishers, 
but the indications are that the pro- 
posal will be turned down on the 
ground that as long as these num- 
bers are available to station sub- 
scribers there is always the chance 
of their being broadcast. The pubs 
would prefer to have the licenses 
covering such tunes discontinued al- 
together. 


THINGS HAPPEN AT WFIL 


Grabhorn Joins Staff—Petry Ap- 
pointed—Withycomb Sues 











Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 

WFIL, long-reported as in for a 
shake-up, acquired a new national 
representative and new national 
salesmanager this week, and simul- 
taneously Don Withycomb, former 
g.m., filed suit in New York demand- 
ing $45,000 for breach of three-year 
contract. He was let out in Septem- 
ber. Roger Clipp, biz manager, has 
replaced him. 

New rep is Edward Petry. Jack 
Stewart is displaced at national 
salesmanager by Murray Grabhorn, 
formerly with John Blair and Hearst 
International Sales. He takes over 
on Jan, 2. 

Withycomb’s suit was filed in New 
York City on the day the New York 
office of WFIL closed, the final one 
on which it would be effective in 
that state. Sam Rosenbaum, prez of 
WFIL, told Variety yesterday: ‘We 
are advised that under the circum- 
stances that made necessary Withy- 
comb’s separation from the staff, 
WFIL has no legal liability whatso- 
ever. A generous offer of settlement 
was made, but Withycomb has 
elected to sue. The suit, of course, 
will be defended.’ 





Withycomb a Citizen 
Withycomb is in Montreal over the 
holidays to visit relatives. He has 
been in Florida past several weeks. 
One of his last acts in Philadel- 
phia was to get his final naturaliza- 
tion papers making him an Ameri- 
can citizen. He’s Canadian by birth. 





Transamerican Produces 
‘Visiting Nurse’ Serial 
Production of ‘Visiting Nurse,’ 
transcribed serial, has been taken 





over by the Transamerican Broad- | 
casting & Television Corp. Royal | 
Baking Powder will likely expand | 
the station list after the first of the | 
year. Program is being tested on | 
stations in Texas and New England | 
at the rate of five quarter-hours a} 
week. 

World Broadcasting formerly had | 
the production assignment. 


MERRILL MYERS AT NBC 
Chicago, Dec. 20. 

Merrill Myers added to local NBC | 
continuity staff by Ken Robinson, 
the Simon Legree of the NBC 
scribblers. 

Myers formerly with Metro writ- 
ing department. 





CBS PUTS PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPT. ON 


PLANE OF IMPORTANCE FOR FIRST TIME 





STRIKE SILENCES WGNY 


Off Air for Three Days—2 Spielers, 
Panelman Discharge Caused It 











Newburgh, N. Y., Dec. 20. 

WGNY, Newburgh, N. Y., was in| 
operation again last week after al-| 
most three complete days of silence | 
due to a strike of the station’s staff, | 
called by the WGNY Employees | 
Union. Formation of the union oc- 
curred after two announcers and a 
technician were discharged by Peter 
Goelet, owner of the transmitter. 
Following its formation, the 
WGNY union negotiated with . the 
owner for reconsideration of the 
dismissal of the three staff members, 
Seott Buckley, chief announcer; Nel- 
son M. Griggs, announceér-engineer; 
Irwin Moison, transmitter technician, 
and advanced demands on working 
conditions and wages. These de- 
mands were réjected and a strike 
forced the station off the air at 11:30 


a.m. Dec. 10, remaining off until 
Tuesday (13) when it resumed 
under a skeleton staff. 

Moison, : transmitter technician. 


telephoned the New York office of 
the FCC to determine whether his 
refusal to put programs on the air 
jeopardizes his license or whether 
it was compulsory for him to do so. 
He was informed it was not, and his 
refusal didn’t tend toward harming 
his license. The trio discharged 
were not given any reason for the 
pink slip, but were told it was not 
due to incompetence. 





Power Vice Boyer, But 
Latter Back Next Fall 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
Charles Boyer goes off Woodbury 
Playhouse Jan. 1 after filling in for 
13-week layoff of Tyrone Power, 
who returns to the dramatic series. 
Boyer resumes on the soap pro- 
gram next fall on 39-week deal. 








Red Skelton’s Series 


Cincinnati, Dec. 20. 

Red Skelton, the doughnut-dunker 
comic, who guested on the Avalon 
cigarette weekly program on WLW 
and NBC Red Saturday (17), is set 
for a 13-week stretch in that series, 
beginning Jan. 4. Show topper is 
Red Foley, hillbilly singer. 

Account handled by the Russell M. 
Seeds agency. 














Lou Ruppel, Managing Editor of Chicago Times, 
Gets Job at $26,000 Annually—Has Government 


and Political Experience 





Sales V.P. Not Set 





New v.p. in charge of sales at 
CBS probably will not be 


the year. 
Candidates for the job are still 
being interviewed. 


ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERSHIPS 
IN N.A.B. 


Washington, Dec. 20. 

Eight classifications of associate 
members were created by NAB di- 
rectors at last week’s winter meeting. 
First concrete move to broaden the 
ranks by taking .into the fold indi- 
viduals who have close connection 
with the industry but are not ac- 
tive broadcasters. Annual dues will 
range from $250 to $1,000 a year, 
with sliding scale for two categories. 

Following are the types eligible 














for. admission, with their annual 
fees: 
Transcription companies — those 


with gross business up to $50,000, 
$250 a year; from $50,000 to $100,000, 
$500 a year; from $100,000 to $250,000, 
750 a year; over $250,000, $1,000 a 
year. 

Station representatives—firms rep- 
resenting up to 10 stations, $250 a 
year; from 10 to 15 stations, $500 a 
year; from 15 to 20 stations, $750; 
with 25 or more stations, $1,000. 

Advertising agencies—$250. 

Consulting and radio engineers— 
$250. 

Radio lawyers—$250. 

Radio news services—$500. 

Market. research organizations— 
$500. 





Tom Buchanan chugged ea:: and 
delegated agency duties on Texaco 
Star Theatre to Louie Witten and 
Fred Jordan. 





Max Jordan Explains His Scoops 





Luck Important in Beating the Other Fellow— 
Pooh-Poohs ‘Inside Track’ on Political Broadcast 





By BOB LANDRY 
Knowledge of the ins and outs of 
central European politics and red 
tape, plus the important element of 
luck, are the prerequisites of getting 


scoops in transoceanic radio. So de- 
clares Max Jordan, NBC’s con- 
tinental radio director, who is now 
in the United States on a month’s 
holiday. Under cross-examination 
concerning his two celebrated scoops, 
first at Vienna during Anschluss, 
and this fall in Munich, when 
he had the English translation 
of the Four Power pact on the air 46 
minutes ahead of CBS, Jordan 
frankly concedes the role played by 
sheer good fortune in both events. 
William Shirer, the Columbia 
man, had been in Vienna ahead of 
Jordan and could have scored a 
scoop except that he was the victim 
of a sudden change of government 
that produced a confused state of | 
mind in which nobody in Vienna 
would or could take the responsi- 
bility for authorizing a broadcast to 
America. Despairing of breaking 
through the red tape and uncertain 
regarding the coup d’etat function- 
aries that had taken over Austrian 
radio, Shirer took an aeroplane out of | 
Vienna to London in order to broad- 
cast his eyewitness account. Jordan, 
who had spent the eventful night 
after Schussnigg’s fall on a train 
from Zurich, Switzerland, arrived in 
Vienna hours after Shirer had left 
for London. During the day the 





confusion of the change of govern- 


ment lessened and it was possible 
for Jordan to arrange a broadcast 
to: NBC for that evening, the first 
from Austria after Anschluss and 
as such a scoop. 

Events that lead to his broadcast 
of the English translation of the 
Munich pact from the Fuehrerhaus 
were a series of lucky breaks. Jor- 
dan and Karl-von Weigand slipped 
into the latter building during the 
evening while the CBS rep stayed 
close to the Munich radio station 
elsewhere and had a newspaperman 
inside the conference building to 
protect him. There was a room 
with radio microphone and panel 
board in the Fuerrerhaus, but it 
was expected to be pre-empted by 
the German radio. 

A lucky contact with a member 
of the British diplomatic delegation 
provided Jordan with an English 
translation some 10 minutes before 
the German radio announcer got 
his own German language state- 
ment, and in that time Jordan was 
able to use the Feuhrerhaus micro- 
phone and smash through his scoop. 

Jordan disclaims any inside track. 
While NBC has a ‘first refusal’ privi- 
lege in Germany, a sequel to the 
original pre-Nazi (1929) pact, this is 
limited to entertainment and cul- 
tural matters and not to political 
broadcasts which, he states, are open 
to all. 

Since the return to America of 
Ceasar Saerchinger (now with NBC 
in New York), Jordan is the dean 
of the European radio correspond- 
ents for American broadcasting. 


+ 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 

Lou Rupple, formerly managing 
editor of the Chicago Times, has been 
named public relations and press 
chieftain for the Columbia broadcast- 
ing system. J. Leslie Atiass handled 
the deal. Rupple finally made the 
switch when he ran into a snag of 
arguments over editorial policy with 
the Times’ owners. 


Rupple had also considered shift- 
ing to Hearst in charge of the Hearst 
syndicates and was in confab with 
J. V. Connolly, Hearst exec, when he 
was called in by William S. Paley, 
CBS prexy, who emphasized the 
Atlass offer. 

Background 


Rupple first hit big in newspaper 
work as an editor of the New York 
News, which he later left after a 
fight with the Pattersons. On his 
departure from the News he was 
named head of the U. S. Narcotic 
Bureau, this appointment dating to 
his personal friendship with the en- 
tire family of Franklin D. Roosevelt 
and to James Farley. 


He made the Times here an out- 
standing upholder of the Democratic 
party’s policies and campaigns, and 
was the midwest great booster for 
Roosevelt in the 1936 elections. 

He turned in a great job for the 
Times, taking it from 2 weakie to an 
outstanding position in Chicago’s pa- 
|per field. He did the trick on novelty 
and wide-awake editorial handling, 
and established the paper solidly 
with a great sense of punch headline 
writing. It was Rupple who cracked 
nation-wide attention by front-paging 
a headline after the Roosevelt 1936 
landslide, not the results of the elec- 
tion, but simply: ‘56 Days to Xmas.’ 
The implication being that the elec- 
tions were over and that the country 
could settle back to its full spirit of 
friendship and goodwill for all 
Americans, whether Republicans or 
Democrats. 











Dept. Prestige Poor 


With the arrival in New York of 
Lou Ruppel, managing editor of the 
Chicago Times, to become head of 
the public relations and publicity de- 
partment of the Columbia Broadcast- 
ing System, the network will for the 
first time take steps to strengthen its 
self-admitted weak sister depart- 
ment. Job is to be invested with im- 
portance and a high salary, the lat- 
ter said to be $26,000. Ruppel will 
also be made vice president of CBS. 
Thus, in a series of innovations, CBS 
will seek to de-stigmatize ‘publicity’ 
and set up the department to do a 
broad scale job and to rank or out- 
rank in importance any other single 
department of the network. 

Columbia’s high command has 
concerned itself for over a year and 
a half with the problem of filling the 
job. Requirements of-a man that 
was both executive and gladhander, 
capable of functioning in govern- 
mental and social spheres as well as 
within the organization itself gradu- 
ally pushed up the salary from 
$15,000 (twice what it had ever been 
in the past) to higher figures. Rup- 
pel as managing editor of the Chi- 
cago Times reputedly got $35,000 an- 
nually and was on the verge of go- 
ing to Hearst when the deal with 
CBS was clinched. 


MUSICIANS 
SHARE BONUS 


Louisville, Dec. 20. 


Management of WHAS, Courier 
Journal & Times, played Santa Claus 
in a practical way, by presenting 
| employes with substantial cash 
bonuses based on salary and length 
of service. Gesture included every- 
one on station payroll, even staff 
musicians coming in for their share, 
whose pay is determined by union 
scale, 

Musicians received bonus checks 
averaging $78 each. 
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DOROTHY GORDON ‘DOGGY DAN’ 














With Orson Welles, Jane Wyatt,| Talk, Songs | Serial Drama With Harold Betts, Irma Glen 
Mins.—Lecal Songs and Talk 

ee ee” | wemnema Follow-Up Comment | S..tiinine eineeten 

60 Mins. W-W-F, 5:45 p.m. . Saturday RED HEART DOG FOOD 

CAMPBELL WOR-Mutual, New York | WXYZ, Detroit Daily; 12:35 p.m., CST 


Friday, 9 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(F. Ward Wheelock) 

Beatrice Lillie playing a straight 
role. Not 100% straight because the | 
typical Lillie curlicues sneaked in a) 
flourish or two here and there. But| 
still qualifying as a novelty and giv- 
ing Campbell a slick hour of enter- 
tainment as set up and projected by 
Orson Welles from an uncommonly 
tight and well-concocted ‘script by 
Dodie Hobart. 

It was a frothy trifle about a man, 
his wife and his two datighters and 
the brushes three of them had with 
romance on the first day of spring. 





(Rohrabaugh & Gibson) 

Dorothy Gordon stacks up merely 
as a more intensive edition of Ireene 
Wicker’s Singing Lady. The deter- 
mination and vim with which Miss 
Gordon went at her job might have 
been due to the nervousness that) 
goes usually with an opening broad-| 
cast, and the chances are that she} 
will in time calm down and feed the 
kids their syrupy bedtime stuff in the 
nice, leisurely, unctuous manner that 
her predecessors have made part of 
the formula. 

It all comes out of what Miss Gor-| 
don describes as the ‘Wheatena; 
Treasure Bag,’ both songs and fairy | 





A. L. Easterman, chief foreign 


correspondent of the London Daily| Hornet’ already dangling from _ its 
Herald, gave a clearly-drawn word | belt, WXYZ comes forward with an- 
picture of the situation in Tunis,! other zippy serial drama in the form 


center of conflict between Italy and 
France, on a CBS transatlantic from 
the French protectorate in Northwest 
Africa. Easterman’s authoritative 
report of the racial, economic, cul- 
tural and military setup in Tunis also 
spoke well for the alertness of Brit- 
ish Labor Party’s organ in sending 
correspondents to places where in- 
ternational explosions are likely to 
occur. Most of the Tunisian stories 
recently appearing American 
dailies have been datelined from Eu- 


in 
in 


} 
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With the ‘Lone Ranger’ and ‘Green 


of ‘Ned Jordan, Secret Agent.’ Be- 
sides its topical appeal (espionage), 
‘Secret Agent’ withal has many at- 
tributes that may make it intriguing. 


WMAQ, Chicago 
(Henri, Hurst & MacDonald) 
Six times a week Harold Betts 
sings to the accompaniment of Irma 
Glen’s organ music. Sings simple, 
homey songs, ballads; and talks about 
dogs, the friends of man. 





Also fills out the evening slot now 
covered on Monday, Wednesday and | 
Friday by the ‘Lone Ranger’ and on | 
Tuesday and Thursdays by ‘Green 
Hornet.’ Likewise uses another | 
means of locomotion (this time a 
train) as a method of the plot;| 
‘Ranger’ uses a horse and ‘Hornet’ an 
auto. 


Every now and then a dog barks 
on the radio, and Doggy Dan cajoles 
the listeners to bring their dogs close 
to the loudspeaker so that they might 
commune over the ether waves with 
Doggy Dan’s hound. In this way not 
only does Red Heart bring enter- 
tainment and wise saws to the hu- 


|}a canine solo to the mutts in their 





@2tenm <4 


ow o.00 6 





4 ; : tales. Like Miss Wicker, the Wheat-/| ropean capitals. He detailed reasons : 
res: tent hut it was en- er, wine d Als. eC SONS es own homes. 
Breve yg § "hetana ena tale retailers dip gg wide-| why Mussolini will find Tunis a Sn rn one | In between barks and songs, Betts 
Sp wey -* ly in voice transitions. he effects | ‘ z rack,” tr ili . pre i . ies” 
but a set of characters emerged in » i gat Bo ney Ss Ss bees nut to crack,’ from military secret agent through patriotism: recur pac a oe cog earn about 
rs a |< é } . gic. Sle : : “1. | dogs and tells a human-in st ye 
ba Rtas span non-Martian way | As for the sales patter, the pro- | Reception of Easterman’s talk was | J Tails foreign enemies, who sup at “ "7 pote whe i 
emi- ai 


it might even be said that this was a 
bit of a milestone in radio story-tell- 
ing. There was a minimum of com- 
mercial interruption and personality 
curtain speeching. A maximum of| 
plot and players. And by virtue of 


|gram doesn’t budge a bit from the) 


old pattern. The stretches are long | 
and highly repetitious, even for the 
kids. It’s also the customary oozing | 
all over with the deliciousness of the | 
product, with attending sound effects | 
such as the smacking of lips, and, 























a bit opaque. 





Jacek Haley’s stint a week ago Fri- 
day over CBS brings up anew the 
sameness of the general patterns of 
certain type shows. 











Most of the, 





posedly travel on trains because of 
less conspicuousness, and who are 
constantly boring into high diplo- | 
matic circles in attempt to create | 
ill-will between U. S. and friendly | 
nation. 

Well acted by WXYZ Players un- | 














that points to the instinct and intel- 

ligence of the canine family. 
Figures to sell Red Heart dog food 

to dog food buyers. Gold. 


‘THE DREAM DOCTOR’ 








. vo tt ? ; . sa, Dr. Arthur Frank Paine 
the complete reliance on story and with th Blackett-Sample-Hummert nostrum | ger direction of Charles Livingstone, | s 
the devices employed in spinning the Bi Frag seoe ral hype a a shows, dramatic or musical-variety,| snd flows smoothly. Has me of | = ce aa spe 
narrative, it is apparent the dramatic | ;efrain. The muscle-building angle have the same aura about them, but | potentialities. Pete. | rte gy J ) 
department of American radio is On| \i}) likely come later s** | that at least is understandable on the Sa * | Sunday, 2:30 p. m. gra 
th march. Letters Pres invited. Odec | theory that it stems from a eee | WINS, New York se 
fiss Lilli casionally stepped to 7 5 j oe creative factory. But the comedians,| PAMELA CAVENESS A novelt rogram which includes ‘Ba 
the iaipeaaty vedle footlights and | working for divers agencies and| Actress, Ticaoc we the enactment of dreams ot verieus tior 
commented on the action and the! MALCOLM LaPRADE sponsors, seem likewise to have] 39 Mins. | kind: based on letters written to the Tes 
scene. For example she said ‘the| with Lew White fallen into the one Jack Benny| INTERNATIONAL SILVER | Station outlining them, followed by i abo 
next sound you will hear is my hus-| Talk, Organ fomula. Ad agency theory seeming-/| Sunday, 6 p. m. jan interpretation of what the dreams sta! 
band at 7 a.m.’, and then there was a | 15 Mins. ly is that if it's good enough for) WABC-CBS, New York |meant by Dr. Arthur Frank Paine, cide 
snoring effect. Again she set the’ THOMAS COOK & SON Jello’s Crossley, it’s okay by them. (Young & Rubicam) |author-lecturer,psychologist. Fair en- 
scene in the bathroom and the sound | Sun., 5:30 p. m. ~ Result: the bands all open the} Pamela Caveness gave evidence | tertainment that may stand a chance } ag 
was of Orson wales splashing and| WJZ-NBC, New York pow gy 4 yr er pe a oar lof a broad range of talent in the | eee sponsorship. ts 
singing in the tub. (Newell-Emmett) _ aS musica ooges, back-!| International Silver session (CBS) nbilled persons, including grown- 

A cute flippancy was an entr’acte| Malcolm LaPrade, Thomas Cook’s | Sounding the commercial introduc-|jast Sunday (18). The 15-year-old | UPs and a boy, gave a performance ii 
quip from the British comedienne | chief p. a., is back for his 14th con- tion; then follows the same “build-vs'| protege of Bette Davis playacted ef-|of the dreams coming under Dr. ver 
when she announced: ‘Any similiar-| secutive season to sell listeners on for pg Regge comic, usually with | fectively with the latter, who had|Paine’s study, with various effects aw: 
ity to living characters is a feather|the outward and inward glow that hg eg. -cetong basic germ of the star part in the script, ‘Broken employed as called for. The produc- effe 
in our cap.’ is to be derived from foreign travel. ; : ; relude,’ but the interlude that gar- |tion is effective. Holding that dreams 

Nice acting all the way by the cast,| LaPrade still waxes both poetical Thus, Haley’s Xmas shopping on | nered sharp attention was the girl’s| are not prophetic in any way, Dr. pi 
with Jane Wyatt and Jeanne Dante| and philosophical with Lew White | P&h@lf of his cast, the program per-| treatment of the not-so-easy aria, ‘A| Paine explains why the dreamer 
especially good as the .daughters.| at the organ to help embroider some sonnel, etc., is established. It's sea-|fors a lui’ from Verdi’s ‘La Trav-| dreamt the dreams he or she is sta 
Welles made the middle-aged lawyer | bit of marcopolian musing or give sonal and topical enough, which | jata.’ While some-vhat tenuous, her | anxious to know about. Char. oe 

eee eee | graphs. This time the Sunday trav- a ng <a ae often | fluidity and self-assurance. The , tio 
JOSEPHINE YOUNG CASE elog has a coast-to-coast hookup| his authors coincide an will Pave | youngster’s sense of dramatic values ae he 
; : ; ; singi an rn 
Tak ee spell longwave re-broadcast in program in the same basie thought. | ca in her singing than 30 Mins.-—Local br 
. : . ie Hollywo unsters seem to err l i : ied- | PACIFIC BREWING & MALTING 
wi cena peed Case, daughter Mg Gvtnk soon Teas gh - principely, and inast often it usually and-true hoke, ‘cut ‘and. fitted to the Co. 

ft Owe D. Y a fired the first of| mention of the war and political | S°Vo!ves about something such as the | Davis mannerisms and pathetique | Wednesdays, 8:30 p. m. a 
of Owen D. rine, “ieek via NBC, | turmoil studding the Far East and| Santa Anita racing season—which | refrains. It made entertaining lis-| KFRC, San Francisco vel 
to win* publicity for her verse-|Europe and assured those with| poo® Crosby, Penner, Benny and/ tening solely because of ihe fine in- (Brewer-Weeks) the 

> rhe D ‘aaees the Bist of|‘money and Pr ear ‘> . Grewal. Get Baker make the same references, as | tensity that Miss Davis wove into it,| Entertainment value of this new up 
March,’ h 2 delivered a 15-; things were not as threatenin for has happened in the past. plus the adroit direction Odec. || type of quiz show (at least, it’s new ou: 
ae Paige WGY. Mrs. Case’s|them as pictured in variou eds Lucille Ball and Virginia Verrill. ; : hereabouts) is practically nil unless " 
minute tally date hed particular 1o-| and that they could still have a good | 7¢4 Fiorito and dialectic Artie Auer- the listener has the time and’ the in- @ {j, 
woe ethan * es father is|time in Spain, parts of Chinas d bach, all dwelt on the Xmas shop- | ‘DOWNTOWN COWBOYS’ clination to glue his ears to the loud- Us 
board chai t General Electric | Palestine. His patter highlighted the | P'S list routine. Maestro Fiorito | Songs and Music speaker for a full half-hour and actu- oe 
Co (omic of WGY) and because | forthcoming waeed ther of the SS | reeled off a marathon of Italian|15 Mins.—Local ally play the game, which requires pr 
she lives with her husband (also a/| Franconia and described the awe and | D2™Mes as among family members he | Sustaining intense concentration. Game, which 
riter) in. Van Hornesville, WGY| beauty available at several of th must remember. This, too, is in line | Men-Ther; 6:45 p. m is preceded by a lengthy and rather sta 
arta ‘alee: snaile famous by her dad. | slated stops in the ship’s itinerary. the bend Ruler a the st between | WHEC, Rochester involyed explanation, consists of in 

Talk probably would have been, LaPrade’s caressing baritone has e band leader and the star. Auer-| Staff orchestra dons sombreros| Writing the first two letters of one’s Fi 
punchier in interview form. Mrs.|never been in better form bach was funny with his kosher-|and chaps for variety’s sake, which | telephone exchange and the four fig- 

Bees “Gano how-nitabed, pleasant ” Odec dialected comedy. A Philo Vance se-| gives added excuse for using a lot of| Ures of the phone number under- oh 
se ali FR ow ae it with all the : ee yen a ee the old-time songs, but as Penn te bs ert neath the first six letters in the 
flexibility possible, and desirable for , petuated the ‘Wo a 3 on rod per-| it’s still synthetic. Musicians try word ‘Wieland.’ Announcer Art Van 
radio. THE LITTLE SHAVER’ ‘ e ad’ spon- | hard and use a lot of pep, so it'll pass | Horn then reads off a series of ques- 
Later in the week NBC broadcast | With Nicholas Rosse, Frances a a oe a reese My ~ | as filler. tions, giving two answers to each, 
a dramatization of her tome Jaco. eee, {Michael Sage, Russell | }), copyright ales - ass saedah Band opens with ‘Hayseed and the and directing listeners, if the first 

hg co Paes Genge, Sorry Beat | og songs, were title mentions of Miss - oon, Wayed in lvay ones ter ‘or. a ae a age " ¢ the 24 

SANDY MACPHERSON 15 Mins. Ball’s current RKO ‘Annabel’ films | Wed by Justin Conlan as ‘Gallupin’) jetters ‘in the word “Wieland, as 

Organist Seate and Haley’s 20th-Fox ‘Thanks for | 30 he uirumng Nis’ wena ot, Ride,’ | specified, or, if the other answer is fre 

——o, a Mea.. Wed., Fri., 4:45 p.m. fe gt Se pall = Pe 3 star, me cians put aan eee ee i right, to check off a different letter of 

Sandy MacPherson’s premiere at : , .,; a Xmas seals plug. 1s Dog’ and ‘Goodbye, Eliza Jane,’ | “'m, i of 

BBC theatre organ, which he han-|, This three-a-week dramatic serial and then Joe and Esmeralda (Connie ose who check all letters and 
E is typical. That is, it’s melodramatic Gange) sing ‘It’s Candlelight Ti figures in their phone numbers are th 
— Bo : Searow’ —— ee ag gow claptrap for the morons whose lit. ‘Americans at Work’ is an exéel- | in the Valley.’ ight Time instructed to call the KFRC studios an 
his technique on that of Reggie qresy explorations are confined to ae po pene ne ya to the| Ken French as announcer broad- sera ee oe ne or within 
: : e funnies. Any adult who could |™men and me S that contrive to|ens his a’ is g’ ve minutes of its conclusion and i | 
ween pig _ - a find it convincing would provide a | keep the various spinal industries of | doesn’t Bt lay Bows — e s, = their answers are all correct, a prize N 
use of the mike, and same fireside | field day for the psychiatrists, but | the country tingling. It’s in a tough | ever west of Buffalo. Program shows of $5 is awarded, to be delivered by . 
atmosphere. Where he differs is in | here a flock of — shows mo in os gpa Pag the Bing Crosby | again that WHEC staff doesn’t hesi- a a rd ot Sollows : 7 
Fispositio noise—a defect | 2¢TOSS major networ ard. | setup, but should prove agreeable | tate to TRY anything. ing Cay. ery 0 telephones : 
$e om te Empire theatre They presumably sell soap, break- | haven for those who duck the singer. | — core. is maintained to handle the calls, one on 
days—and he is apt to be heavy on nerd gry yee A esndorwnene and ee scripted by Columbia’s | hoo. camel Milk ¢ h = hb «rage meet one ever num- 

n by the carload. 0 ucation. rnation Mi ie-up which r being assigned for the ose. | 
aes is ‘I'll Play to You.’| 1 any case “The Little Shaver’ is This one dealt with the trials and | Completely altered the context and Charts for playing the Ravig are | 
Began with spirituals; then ‘Wed- enough to give many the screeching | tribulations of telephone, high ten- are of K aon Marek Weber program | available at Wieland’s dealers’ stores, i 
ding of the Painted Doll,’ Inter- gets. : ; sion linemen, etc., who are entrust- not for the better to the ‘at home’ | or listeners can make their own. r 
mezzo from ‘Cavalleria Rusticana’|.cTipt is written by Henriette |ed with the vital task of keeping listeners) although the mental pic- | Two complete games are played dur- Qi 
and, for a final burst, ‘Finlandia’ as reas el oa d produced by Al Hall.|sorhe 150,000 miles of wiring in| ‘Ute = the happy kids was pleasant | ing the half-hour. , 

a chaser. A weirdly mixed program, og aan a ve oe Rosse as ajorder. To make it current it started Sid ut niger Santa had mit-|_ From the sponsor’s_ standpoint, | 

perhaps, bet excusable as an intro- | Frantes Throse a elt Po with the testing and a of Paseianen oni og Se FR pee po te 9 ge oe _ oe eae tu 
uctory dish, and it cer con- ne : wreckage le wake of ow pene 2 aE Tee 

firmed MacPherson’s range. r as the romantic interest, Michael | September's hurricane in New Eng- | °f,4 Christmas years ago in Vienna, | of the trade name, Wieland, certainly ns 

His mike voice suggests a pleasant | 528¢ as the menace, who will ap-|land. Dramatizations were short | Which did not rate as one of her | doesn’t let the listener forget who's m 

ambling personality. parently turn out to be a hero in| and punchy. From there it faded | Petter talks. It was obviously a case | footing the bill. rs 
disguise; Paul Genge as a police-| back to the first linemen, describing | 0f @ucking controversy during the| Each one playing the game. has or 
“STUDENT AT THE MIKE’ man, and Po Branner as an-| pioneering troubles of’ insulation. | P&@¢e,o" earth spell. Phil Spitalny’s | the trade name written out in front 
With John McKay ootcene oh | orl scene-setter. aa etc. . poe yo —_ at A apt for the | germane of Py na the half pep 
Interviews . . Final few mins. were used wu rchestrations as usual were | and after each question, the dialer 
Bethy with Pram Gallup of C$ special |W asta et Been | Wace oe Ganesan 
D , in e experie : : op : wr: : ot “ 
or agg ot By Del counrsr S ORCHESTRA [\omen + rt Pama dintere ie a pretty tepid of late. This seems due | ‘M’ under the ‘W’ in ‘Wieland’; if not, be 
WMBC, Detroit Sustaining panies, working on as many separate toa complete reliance on the aews- | check ‘T’,’ i ; sii 

John’ McKay, as the Kennedy Re-| Daily, 7:30 p. m. kinds of lines. Tales were delivered ticker in WOR’s plant and evening| Plugs for Wieland’s beer, delivered 
porter, plies studes at school en-| WABY, Albany in halting, stumbling fashion that poste ase which have been thor- | by mikeman Martin Goodson, were 
trances with current topic questions.| Music is from the New Ke only served to heighten the validit ughly read hours ahead. So Heat-| punchy and brief. d 
Stuff is waxed and aired later on | hotel’s Rain Bo Room, long a WGY of them. On the whole it’s one of altind Wes iy Pa yn a P 
evening program, Monday through; wired spot for crack bands booked | the most novel and interesting pro- oe afin Rony sre | 
sveain [by the ur "Beomer Becant | Same o Some aang of fat. "© "|e eatery Ch'ykta | Wakey ee MUSICAL : 

Interviewees get order for month’s crew, from the Pacific Coast ext week bus driving will be th i 
supply of sponsor’s milk. McKay | been riding on the NBC network late subject. It’s an odds-on bet some- a “WOR bre ok a oo Stes Canteens” a —" din 7 
does a nice job with a wide assort-| at night, but last week it started to |b0dy, somewhere, will be asked what | program ahead of “Hes tter a sp 30 Min ore 5 ad 
ment of topics. Blah is not too| skim over a quarter-hour block at he does on his day off. flash about BA cong unke Pe Sustaining 
‘burdensome. Pete. | 7:30 each evening. confidence so that one item was} Wednesday, 10:30 p.m. tc 

Courtney's unit plays suavely and| | Wrist exercise: Baroness von Po-| pretty flat when Heatter tried to; WABC, New York R 
TINY HILL ORCHESTRA distinctively, with brasses muted. On| lentz, a German_refugee, speaking | dress it up as hot off the griddle It salt Dies ¢ E 
30 Mins.; Local the blocks heard, it essayed no com-| perfect, precise English as she has! was still hash oe dr: , Second issue of Buddy Clark's nee fr 
‘Tu-Sa-Su; 11:30 p. m. CST bustible swing. Tantalizing rhumbas,| demonstrated several times over|called comedy was projected by sical ee gee wd shapes up as pleasan ti 
WGN, Chicago however, were included. An electric | local N. Y. stations. Her latest ap-| Budd Hulick Monda ni ht (19) in gy aan Geen nce plished 

New orchestra around the mid-| steel guitar is effectively used. Ar-| pearance was Sunday (18) on the a tough-going ear sesh that w | acew at ieee eeetann aut . 
‘west that gives indications of catch-| rangements are good and ensemble | 9-10 a. m. Bob Emery session on| the ‘uninspired’ side Ad oe ‘aa crew of musicians provides tie 
ing on. Has a load of melody and work is up to the standards main-| WOR when she did a bit concernin rt 1 ge ne Ot | CORE SS 8 ew WS 

” Pet - i &| pertness elevates Dr. Funk’s word Buddy Clark, baritone, also em- 

oes in for “got —_ —, bee nae — i a bands networking 7“ vese, old-style Christmas. muster on WOR and for this qual-|cees. Nan Wynn helps with dulcet- 
Soon jamming and, drum-walloping.| from metropolitan, DOtS as own| interee Sente eed amian | Hof breeriness that happily avoids | voiced ballading, Walter Grose, of 
: - o's , : ; aus star oing | smartaleckness or flippancy credit| the Stevens group, clicked nicely 

There are a number of novelty announcing. Which is all right, since| his stuff well ahead on the radio.| is owing Alan Prescott, the spieler | with 1. pi " sol ‘Haney- 
iterrs on the band’s routine that are| his voice and delivery are better| Monday (19) he was doing basso| who works with the lexicon wie ps kle —_ aassereranaiee 
«atchy and good, clean fun for the| suited te dance music than the sta-| before a hall full of kids mustered | Eddie Duchin’s music was a pleas- “Produced b Tra Ashl 
run of radio listeners. Gold. | tion miker. Jaco. {by the Salvation Army in Chicago) ure for Pall Mall. Preseli 2ctade Wwe * 
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at the finish. 





BBC has a new way with offkey comics... It drowns em! 
variety broadcast from an outside theatre last week, well-known im- 
personator was holding the stage mimicking the celebs and not caring 
greatly about what got into the script. 
would have got the blue pencil at the studio got slipped over. 

Program might have been faded out at this point, but BBC 
on-the-spot announcer got a brighter idea, and, sensing when the next 
crop of blue gags was coming, began speaking loudly into his prompt 
corner mike describing the mimic’s makeup and many other irrelevant 
Comic’s lines were completely covered, and only hint they 
must have been fruity was when theatre audience’s laugh came across 


London, Dec, 20. 
In a 


Result was many lines that 








CFCF, Montreal, Protects Sponsor's 
Ideas at Cost of Old Account 


Montreal, Dec. 20. 

Stand taken by radio station CFCF 
here in protecting originators of pro- 
gram ideas has resulted in switch of 
the Ogilvie Flour Mills program 
‘Barnacle Bill’ away from this sta- 
tion after about two years. Salada 
Tea Co. started on station CFCF 
about 14 weeks ago with a free 
stamp offer which Ogilvie Flour de- 
cided to duplicate about three weeks 
ago. 

eStation held that while duplication 

of free offers fails to present any 
serious problems in newspaper ad- 
vertising such duplication of give- 
aways in radio. would lessen the 
effectiveness of the campaigns. 

Although Ogilvie Flour was a 
three-time weekly account of long 
standing as compared with the 
Salada Tea one-time weekly program 
which started only recently, the sta- 
tion considered itself obliged to ad- 
here to the established policy of pro- 
tection for sponsors who are first 
with program ideas. 

Under the contract governing time 
purchases station CFCF therefore in- 
voked the clause stating that ‘When 
the program pattern has been agreed 
upon no change shall be made with- 
out consultation with the station.’ 
Programs prepared by the adver- 
tiser are subject to the approval of 
the station management as to artists, 
program material and announcing. 

Since the introduction of a free 
stamp offer was considered a change 


in the original program Ogilvie’ 


Flour was advised that no such 
change could be made, 


London Calling 


George Formby got double grovel 
from BBC after an announcer broad- 
cast a raw crack about the blueness 
of one of his discs, first in advance 
of a variety bill in which he played, 
then when offending announcer took 
another disc session. 

















Jefferson Farjeon’s spine-chiller, 
‘No. 17,’ being aired in 10 parts as 


‘BBC chapter effort, with Leon M. 


Lion in the central part he created 
on West End stage. 





Derek Oldham and Hella Toros to 
co-star in BBC production of little 
known Johann Straus operetta, ‘The 
Queen’s Lace Handkerchief.’ 





Joe Murgatroyd, whose 15 minute 
turn of songs, jokes and exercises 
has been broadcast at 7:45 every 
morning from Radio Normandy, is 
now going on the air at 7 a.m. He’s 
one of few ‘in person’ broadcasters. 





Visio mobile unit to spend New 
Year’s Eve in Grosvenor House to 
pick up midnight revels from the 
ballroom—latesi television transmis- 
sion yet undertaken. 





Fairy Story (old fashioned kind) 
devised and produced by Radio de- 
partment of Saward Baker & Co. 
will go on the air from Radio Nor- 
mandy for Gibbs Dentifrice. Con- 
tract placed by Lintes, Ltd. 





Payne-Jennings & Killick, opera- 
tors of London theatres, has gone on 
Radio Normandy with a series, ‘West 
End Spotlights,’ containing excerpts 
from the chain’s current produc- 
tions. International Broadcasting 
Co. placed the business. 





Macfadden’s True Stories will use 
@ series of dramatized announce- 
ments on Radio Normandy. They 
will be based on material in the 
mag’s current issue. Erwin, Wasey 
& Co. arranged. 

 - 
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MYSTERIOUS RAID 


Nothing Apparently Touched 
XEPN, Near Eagle Pass 





at 





Mexico City, Dec. 20. 


Screwiest and most mysterious 
raid ever made on a Mexican radio 
station was that in the small hours 
of the morning by two unidentified 
Americans, a pair of Mexican law- 
yers and a couple of Mexican cops 
on the XEPN studios at Piedras 
Negras, opposite Eagle Pass, Tex. 

Raiders overpowered and dis- 
armed the station’s watchman, made 
a complete examination of the plant 
and left without harming the prop- 
erty. 

Mexican authorities are 
gating. 


MEXICO DENIES 
JAP OVERTURE 


Mexico City, Dec. 20. 
Japanese interests, reported to 
represent under-cover the Tokyo 
government, are seeking location for 
a powerful short wave radio station 


on the Mexican Pacific coast. Un- 
derstood the Japs desire to install 
the station on one of the several 
islands that dot the Pacific near the 
central Mexican west coast. 

Mexican ministry of communica- 
tions and public works, which has 
control of radio in this republic, 
says it knows nothing of the re- 
ported Nipponese dicker. 


investi- 











Lux French-language production 
entitled ‘C’est La Vie’ scheduled to 
start over station CBF and the re- 
gional CBC network, Jan. 6. 

Produced by Paul L’Anglais, it’s 
a half-hour stanza on ‘the 8:30 to 9 
p.m. period. 








CAN. STATIONS UNHAPPY AT GROWTH — 








OF NETWORK FEEDS FROM THE U. S. 


BERT AMBROSE-BBC 
CONTINUE FEUDING 








London, Dec. 6. 
Spot of bother blew up over a/| 
wrangle between BBC and Bert Am.- | 
brose, due to latter being informed | 
there were no dates for his band to | 
go on the air. Combination is rated | 
one of foremost this side, so reason | 
was made quite a mystery, with 
Corp.’s official attitude being the 
band was too costly to put on the air. | 
Ambrose revealed fee he had re- 
ceived in the past was $460 a broad- 
cast, the same as awarded to other 
bands, and that for this sum BBC 
obtained the services not only of 
himself and the band but a lineup 
of specialty talent which set him 
back personally over $900 a week. 
The battle continues. 


BBC WILL NOT 
TELEVIZE AT 
N. ¥. EXPO 


London, Dec. 10. 

Because cost would be too high is 
BBC’s official reason for barring a 
display of visio apparatus from its 
exhibit at the New York World Fair 
next year. Factor, it was decided, 
left no justification for incurring 
such expense, to meet which U.K. 
listeners have to foot the bill. Corp. 
also points out that, even in home 
expositions, it only shows off a mod- 
est display of its resources. 

Decision has met with some criti- 
cism this side on account of its being 
widely considered British visio is the 
world’s best service and it would be 
an opportunity to boast. 


Mexico Has 96 Airers | 


Mexico City, Dec. 20. 

Of Mexico’s 101 licensed radio sta- 
tions, 96 were in operation Dec. 1, 
announces the ministry of communi- 
cations and public works which rules 
the air in this country. Eight of the 
stations are government or official 
organization owned. 

Majority of the stations are in this 
sector or along the U. S. border—27 
here and 39 up north. Most power- 
ful station is XERA, 160,000 watts, 
operating capacity, at Villa Acuna, 
across from Eagle Pass, Tex. 

















Henry Ainley to lead as Jean Val- 
jean in BBC serial version of Hugo’s 
‘Les Miserables’ from Jan. 8. 


See Spot Biz Crimped—Procter & Gamble Gross 
Discount Between CBS and NBC Reported— 
Yanks Merely Act as Agents—Disclaim Control 





When Canadian broadcasters begin | 


quite a while for the parade of griev- | 


Sulg “ 
ances to pass a given point, Cute | 


rently there is grumbling that two} 


Procter & Gamble programs, one on | 
Columbia for Chipso and one on the | 


NBC blue for Oxydol are about to | 
be fed by the American networks to | 
the Canadian network (government- 
owned) at advertising rates based on | 
the hour rate earned by P & G’s 3-4} 
p.m. hour of ‘Mary Marlin,’ ‘Ma Per- 
kins,’ ‘Pepper Young’s Family’ and 
‘Guiding Light’ which now go to! 
Canada through the NBC red. 

Canadian broadcasters see in this 
new development a case of CBS giv- 
ing a discount earned by NBC gross 
and contiguous biz. Columbia on its 
part, when queried by VARIETY, 
stated that as and when the Chipso 
account goes into Canada in January | 
the regular quarter hour rates will | 
prevail for the Toronto and Mon- 
treal affiliates of Columbia and that 
if the rest of the stations on the 
Dominion network are bookkeeped 
to P & G in accord with a lower 
rate classification by virtue of the 
solid hour from the NBC red it’s a 
freak situation beyond Columbia’s 
control or proper concern. Both 
NBC and CBS get 15% for handling 
web feeds to Canada. 

NBC on its part suggests that an 
advertiser ‘once having qualified’ for 
a certain rate is customarily enti- 
tled to enjoy that rate on all addi- 
tional advertising. But NBC also 
stresses that it serves merely as a 
clearance agency for the Canadian 
web and has no control of price 
structure or other policies. 

What the stations in Canada ob- 
ject to, as manifest in what articulate 
sentiment there is (and Canadian 
broadcasters are post-graduate hush- 
hushers) is a claimed readiness of 
the American networks to accord 
the government network privileges 
they would not give their own 
(American) affiliates. 


Tale of Woes 


Deep down under the surface of 
this newest incident is an accumu- 
lation of asserted woes and the fact 
that every new network invasion of 
Canada from American sources is 
seen as a loss of potential spot biz. 
Indie stations in Canada believe that 
the huge distances and waste spaces 
of the far-flung dominion make tran- 
scription (i.e. spot) radio the natural 
broadcasting method and the one 
that advertisers and agencies would 
use but for—the big rub—the CBC 





bargain basement policies coupled 





American Advertisers 


ESTIMATED 
WEEKLY 
DAY TIME—P.M. SHOW SPONSOR COST 
Sunday.......... 6:00- 6:30 Silver: THOGWRs 6 os ccc setacs International Silver Co.............. P $629.78 
AP Pee .-. 7:00-7:30 Jack Benny..... ced danas en KOOW,. 6 cs ode rdsnsved P 627.83 
ee POOR T TS 8:00- 9:00 Charlie McCarthy......... Standard Brands, Inc................ + 1,224.41 
Mon.-Thur.-Fri.... 10:00-10:15* ‘Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage 
pn” SSE OS oer meer rare American Home Prod.............++ oe 216.00 
Mon.-Thur.-Fri.... 10:15-10:30* | ‘John’s Other Wife’........ American Home Prod...........++++: - 216.00 
Mon.-Thur.-Fri.... 10:30-10:45* § ‘Just Plain Bill’............ American Home Prod..........-+++++ : 216.00 
Mon.-Thur.-Fri.... 11:30-11:45 ‘Big Sister’.......2........ Lever Brothers............++..++++ soe 670.81 
Mon.-Thur.-Fri.... 11:45-12:00 are ay — (Out of standard PEG. inns cecstneesaeaewad ‘ 670.81 
Mon.-Thur.-Fri.... { 3:00- 4:00 ‘Story of M. ‘Marlin’ pea aeees Scien i Midentite ‘ 
Montreal— ‘Ma Perkins’. te eeeeee oe Sade i ibis 2683.25 
English ‘Pepper Young's Family’. a evict ma & Gamble se eee Seer celegees . ’ 
"i eo a), ee ae Seocter & Gauls... ] 
Monday-Friday.. 6:45- 7:00 Lowell Thomas............ Sen OF Common 430.00 
Monday-Friday.. 7:00- 7:15 pt he | peer eee ee Campbell Sons ne ies 5 salichalis eae ia oi ac 430.00 
Monday......... 8:00- 8:30* Al Pearce and Gang....... neal Wendt Cone ee 129.60 
Monday......... 8:30- 9:00 Voice of Firestone......... Firestone Tire & Rubber Co tA erate gi) 129.60 
Monday......... 9:00-10:00 Lux Radio Theatre........ couee Weeds ee ae 1.280.85 
Monday......... 10:00-10:30 Carnation Contented Hour. TORR le nar bo oe 628.58 
Tuesday......... 8:00- 8:30 ir Os «so kc fe ce kent Ae te ae ° : 
TUCSGRT ..< 6 000 8% 8:30- 9:00 |. Re Ses ay rere Lever Brothers {‘‘""""""""""" "°° °"** - 1,280.85 
TUCHAET i ‘ov seKee 8:30- 9:00* ‘Information, Please’....... Canada Dry Ginger Ale............... 129.60 
Tuesday......... 9:00- 9:30 Sportlight Parade.......... Standard Brands.............¢s..css0s 705.99 
Wednesday...... 8:00- 8:30 ‘One Man’s Family’........ ee ee ee 660.09 
Thursday........ 9:00-10:00 Good News of 1939...... pS «= ko 03 pao nal wane aan 1,203.60 
Thursday........ 10:00-11:00 Kraft Music Hall.......... Kraft-Phoenix Cheese Co..........+0. 1,203.60 
OME doc cces see 8:00- 9:00* Cities Service Concert..... aE. Ree 204.00 
Friday......... .  9:00-10:00 Campbell Playhouse....... CE SED OD. oan o dwienecd coves sade 1,280.85 
Estimates ...... eee, =, | Ey coccse $16,852.10 
Ce OE Sd ohrs cabisdc nb okee cis $876,309.20 


* To Toronto only. 


This total includes time only with all discounts allowed. No line charges are included. 


in Canada 


'a certain figure 





with, most important of all, the aid 


| marshalling their complaints it takes 29d comfort rendered by the Yankee 


webs. 
Private Enterprise 


American networks meanwhile do 
not see that it is any responsibility 
of theirs to consider the cry that 
private enterprise in American 
broadcasting is helping the case and 
the prestige of government owner- 
ship-operation in Canada to the pos- 
sible gradual extermination, or at 
least the persistent annoyance, of 
the commercial stations. 

An attitude of extreme bitterness 
toward Ottawa is apparently typical 
of the Canadian indies. There is a 
feeling that a combination of politics 
and publisher influence has gotten 
the indie broadcasters over a bar- 
rel. On. the other hand almost no 
broadcaster dares to publicly say 
boo. 

At the present time publisher fire 
against the Ottawa network is ap- 
parently withheld on an understand- 
ing that revenue is not to go beyond 
from American 
sources. Question of the figure and 
whether gross or net is somewhat 
vague. 

NBC first entered Canada in 1930 
(prior to the government setting up 
in radio) after Toronto business and 
public ‘invited’ the Americans in. 
NBC and CBS have always been 
loathe to seem as if they were com- 
mercially invading the dominion 
and then have affiliates only in the 
two big eastern markets, Toronto 
and Montreal. They regard their 
function as primarily a service to 
American advertisers. 


Standard Brands 
Pulls ‘Parade’: 
Protests Rules 


Montreal, Dec. 20. 

Standard Brands pulled its ‘Spot- 
light Parade’ show today (20) from 
the Canadian Broadcasting Co, 
Program had been used to plug the 
combine’s Magic Baking Powder. It 
is reported that this action was 
taken in protest against the govern- 
ment’s censorship of the product's 
advertising copy. 

‘Spotlight Parade’ was Standard 
Brands’ lone Canadian originated 
show, the others coming out of the 
United States. Efforts to straighten 
out the controversy had been made 
by the local branch of the American 
Federation of Musicians so as to save 
the jobs of the 20 men on the pro- 
gram. Appeal had been made by 
the union to the Department of 
Health and Pensions at Ottawa. 


NAZI GOAL FOR SETS 
IS 12,000,000 BY ’39 


Washington, Dec. 20. 

Drive to provide German homes 
with radio receiving sets, through 
which Nazi-controlled broadcasts can 
be piped, is being augmented by a 
small, low-priced unit which has just 
been developed in that country, ac- 
cording to a report received last 
week by the Department of Com- 
merce from the U. S. Commercial 
attache at Berlin. 

Nazis are hoping to sell a million 
of the new sets during the current 
radio season, according to the report, 
thus boosting the number of regis- 
tered receiving units in the country 
to 12,000,000. Average annual in- 
crease in the number of radio re- 
ceiving sets in Germany from 1926 
to 1932, approximated 418,000, Com- 
merce Department was told, while 
efforts of the Nazi government to 
‘educate’ population hoisted the year- 
y oo to 956,000 from 1933 to 

















_ Noel Coward’s ‘Hay Fever’ high- 
lighting Christmas Day visio pro- 
gram. 














VARIETY 














| AFRA representatives, in their later 








Adv. Agencies’ Statement 


| presentations, have to a considerable 


| extent lost sight of the original pur- 
pose of the meetings, which was 








(Continued from page 23) 





competitive situation existing among 
sponsors—the proposed minimum 


wage would increase the cost to $48,-| few words. They would get the full 


000, or 400%. 

Another program now costing $1,- | 
100 a week for acting talent that is 
happily employed would be _ in- 
creased in cost 42%. In still another 
instance, three actors are employed 
on a dramatized commercial pro- 
gram at a pay rate of $20 each for 
i5-minutes. The program is broad- | 
cast five times a week, making the 
total cost for talent $300 a week, in- 


cluding the re-broadcast. Under the} 
proposed minimum schedule, the 
cost with one hour rehearsal for 


each show would be $31 instead of 
$20 daily for each actor, or $465 for 
the program weekly, a difference of 
$165 weekly or $8,580 a year. These | 
are instances taken at random and | 
may be regarded as average rather 
than unusual. 

There would be less disposition to 


oppose increases if the average pay 
at present were low or moderate 
rather than on the liberal side, as th 


committee believes it is. ; 
Legit Comparison 

Pay for broadcasting is properly | 
subject to comparison with the scale | 
in the legitimate theatre, where a 
minimum of $40 a week is in effect | 
for 18 hours work weekly for actors. 
Yet on daytime five-a-week shows 
AFRA’s proposal for broadcasting is 
a minimum of $185 weekly for 12% 
hours work. 
would get more than four and a 
half times the theatrical minimum 
notwithstanding the fact that the 
theatre requires. talent possessing 
visual dramatic ability as well as 
vocal appeal. Moreover, the theatri- 
cal actor is practically always con- 
fined to one production, whereas the 
radio artist may appear, and. some 
do, in a‘number of different weekly 
serial broadcasts. The scale of $40 
a week has proved to be successful 
in the theatre as a minimum for ac- 
tors because it has permitted pro- 
ducers to judge by rehearsals and 
road trial whether a show was likely 
to be successful. 

Opposition is expressed by AFRA 
representatives to a lower minimum 
wage in radio broadcasting than that 
suggested in this new proposal, on 
the.ground that it is likely to be- 
come a maximum wage. There ap- 
pears to be no danger of this since 
it has not occurred in the theatre. 

Sponsors’ Competition 

Experience shows that the compe- 
tition on the part of sponsors and 

agencies for skilled radio. perform- 
ers has kept the pay of radio artists 
at as high a level as exists in any 
other entertainment field. Doubtless 
there have been instances where ad- 
vantage has been taken of radio ar- 
tists in matters both of .pay_ and re- 
hearsal. These cases should b be pre- 
vented and corrected. AFRA ad- 
mits that in instances complained of 
earlier, the objective was to bring 
the sub-standard situations to the 
general standard of the industry, 
where working conditions are good. 

The position of the advertising 
agency with respect to the compen- 
sation to be paid to radio actors 
should be made clear. The adver- 
tising agency is not the party at in- 
terest. Aside from its interest in 
producing advertising that will pro- 
duce results profitably, the agency’s 
entire interest in this whole question 
is one of representing and protecting 
the interests of its clients. 

Creative Conditions 

The agency has a responsibility 
to the artists—to see that they are 
paid fairly and that they work un- 
der management and _ conditions 
which will permit them to perform 
at their best. This is nothing more 
than sound policy. Radio, like other 
advertising, demands top quality 
pertormance for full effectiveness. 
Enthusiasm is essential. A dissatis- 
fied cast is not likely to produce a 
program that will make friends and 
sell merchandise. 

The agency also has a responsibil- 
ity to the program sponsor, which is 
to protect him against an excessive 
expenditure for talent which would 
place the cost of radio broadcast ad- 
vertising out of line with the cost of 
advertising of other types. The 
question continually present is how 
the advertising dollar may be em- 
ployed most effectively. The agency 
is not free to pay as it choses. It 

must weigh all the cost factors pres- 
ent in competitive situations and 
then recommend what experience 
and judgment dictates to be the 
sound and economical course to 
achieve the desired results. 

One or two other features of 
AFRA’s proposal should be men- 


tioned. 
those who might be termed bit actors 
—who perform a trivial function in 
the program, limited, perhaps, to a_| 
'of a Guild shop for radio artists, and 


| tertainment. 
| proposal is to exclude new, promising 


The broadcast artist | 





There is no provision for 


minimum of $185 weekly under the 
present demands. However, we be- 


llieve AFRA recognizes the need for 


a special rate for bit players. Of 
greater importance from the stand- 
point of the radio audience, there is 
no provision for untested talent, such 
as is continually bidding for oppor- 
sponsor would not be so likely to 
employ untested talent at the same 
wages for which he can obtain ex- 
perienced talent, and the result 
would be that many of the very fin- 
est oncoming performers would have 


|no opportunity to show their right to 


a place on the air. Novelty and 
freshness are exceedingly important 
elements in both advertising and en- 
The tendency of this | 


talent from the networks. 

Another proposal of AFRA on 
which seems to the committee defi- 
nitely undesirable is that during the 


113 weeks of an engagement, talent 


cannot be eliminated even if it 
should prove incompetent or unsatis- 
factory. 

The effect of provisions of the kind | 
just referred to would be to solidify | 
radio entertainmen rather than to} 
keep it fluid; to preserve the status | 
quo, rather than to provide oppor- | 
tunity for new porformers to de-| 
velop; to give much work to a few, | 
at excessively high total compensa- | 
tion, rather than to spread the em- | 
ployment among many at liberal but 
not prohibitively high rates of pay. 

Members of the Committee feel 
from their own transactions with 
radio artists that the situation in the 
industry has been wholesome and 
that relationships have been gener- 
ally satisfactory. It consented to 
meet with Federation representa- 
tives, in the first instance, with the 
hope and in the belief that the meet- 
ings might point the way to improv- 
ing the situation in those exceptional 
cases where radio talent was being 


'pay and other conditions that 


stated to be to eliminate abuses 
wherever they exist and to set up 
safeguards against the recurrence of 
those abuses. AFRA now seems 
more concerned with getting the 
union recognized, with establishment 





with the establishment of rates red 
in 
practice would ultimately be harm- | 
ful to advertisers and radio artists | 
alike. 

Certainly the interests of those 
who work in radio cannot be ad- 
vanced by killing radio advertising. | 
And yet the demands of AFRA, if | 
met, would add so greatly to the) 
cost of radio, and would so increase | 
the aiready-serious hazards to which | 


,radio advertising subjects the spon- 


sor, that they would tends to dis- 
courage the use of it as an advertis- | 
ing medium. | 

Already the inflexibility of radio | 
commitments constitutes a hazard 
which many advertisers are reluc- 
tant to assume: the 13 weeks’ cycle, 
the problems of station booking, the 
difficulty of pre-testing programs 
and other factors peculiar to radio. 

If to these hazards is to be added 
a material increase in the cost of 
broadcastieg talent—such as is now 
proposed by the AFRA—radio ad- 


| vertising would be encumbered with 
another severe risk which unques- 


tionably would be harmful to radio, 
as a medium, in its competition with 
other media. 

The gommittee is entirely willing 
to continue its discussions in an ef- 
fort to accomplish the original pur- 
pose of the meetings; namely, to 
bring about the correction of sub- 
normal wage scales or any other 
abuses which may exist in working 
conditions in radio broadcasting. The 
committee believes that the discus- 
sions, to be fruitful, must proceed 
from the premise that anything that 
hurts radio advertising is hurtful to 
all the parties involved—and particu- 
larly to the radio artists, and that 
radio cannot continue to hold its 
competitive position if it is to be 
saddled with even greater burdens 
than those it now bears. 

We are to meet with AFRA repre- 
sentatives on Thursday (22) in a 





underpaid or otherwise exploited. 





further effort to solve these prob- 


It seems to the Committee that the | lems. 
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American Federation of Radio 


are thumbnailed below: 


Organization and Start, In 1937 the AFRA was granted a charter by 
the Associated Actors and Artistes of America (AAAA), the big, blanket 
theatrical union which in turn has a charter from the American Federation 
of Labor. To get AFRA on its feet several AAAA members loaned the 
newcomer a reputed $30,000 or thereabouts. AFRA’s president is Eddie 
Cantor, serving in that topnotch capacity from the start. Membership 
was last reported (formally) as upwards of 5,000 members. 


AFRA aims. Purpose of the union is to bring all performers behind the 
mike (except musicians who already are AF of L members) into one union. 
‘Closed shop’ aims are, however, denied. This is taken to mean that 
while AFRA wants all performers to belong, it will not exclude talent 
newcomers by membership refusals. The union also naturally wants to 
set minimum pay standards, etc. 


Record to date. The AFRA has to date been active on three fronts: 


(1) In June, 1938, the union concluded a pact with NBC and CBS 
covering sustaining program pay scales, rehearsal hours, overtime, and 
rebroadcasts. The terms of this pact went into effect in August, 1938, and 
remain thus for a period of two years. Meantime, AFRA signed a second 
pact with the networks regarding announcers. This also went into effect 
in August. However, CBS announcers belonging to the American Guild 
of Radio Announcers and Producers are exempt from the stipulations 
of the second pact. 

(2) AFRA has locally sought agreements with radio stations. In St. 
Louis these tactics precipitated a scrap that finally wound up before the 
National Labor Relations Board in Washington. Shooting centered around 
the question of whether AFRA could bargain for announcers as well as 
actors, or whether each talent category should be treated individually. 
NRLB handed down a decision which is a virtual victory for AFRA. 
Board said that in the case of KMOX the AFRA will be agent for all talent. 
In the remaining three St. Louis stations elections for bargaining agent 
must be held within 30 days, but since AFRA will be on the ticket without 
much opposition, the elections are considered tantamount to a sweeping 
victory. That includes announcers, too. 


(3) The AFRA is seeking to get union recognition and pay for perform- 
ers on commercial network shows. To effect this aim, AFRA execs some 
time ago went to such agencies as Young & Rubicam, BBD&O, etc., and 
sought to bargain. The agencies referred the union to the American Asso- 
ciation of Advertising Agencies. A meeting was held with that group, but 
the results were indecisive. The agencies claim that they can’t sign an 
agreement, for (in accordance with decisions handed down on the social 
security matter) agencies are not employers. They are simply agents, 
while sponsors are the real employers. Meantime AFRA accused the 
agencies of stalling, and got an additional $5,500 loan from Actors’ Equity 
(a sister union) for a war chest. The current statement (discussed in an 
adjoining column) has to do with the union’s accusation of stall vs. the 
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How About Me? 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 

Since last July, Lynn Mc- 
Manus has been turning out a 
complete script for an hour 
show every week. But none 
was ever used. They were in- 
tended as samples of programs 
for the Kellogg show and were 
ordered by John Reber, radio 
head of J. Walter Thompson. 
now that the program is being 
readied for its initial airing 
Jan. 15, George Faulkner will 
do the scripting. 

McManus may help out along 
with his other contributions to 
Thompson shows. 


COWBOY POET 
CLAIMS THE 
SWITCH 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Columbia Broadcasting, KFI and 
other NBC stations, were named de- 
fendants last week in two copyright 
infringement suits filed in Federal 


court. Austin Corcoran, known as 
‘the cowboy poet,’ charges CBS and 
Wills Carter, billed on the air as 
Montana Slim, fileched his verse, 
‘Plain Bull,’ and had it set to music 
until title of ‘Ridin’ a Maverick.’ He 
asks $75,000 from CBS and Carter, 
and $100,000 from Montgomery Ward, 
the sponsor. 

Earle C. Anthony station is al- 
leged by Marion Davidson to have 
used her play, ‘A Bit o’ Heather,’ 
without permission. She wants $250 
from each station on the NBC net- 
work which carried the program. 

















ATTENTION: C.A.B. 


Salesman’s Big Talk Triumphantly 
Vindicated on Sidewalk 


Milwaukee, Dec. 20. 

A radio time salesman who makes 
his own surveys ‘right on the spot’ 
and closes a sale thereby has been 
found at WTMJ. Grant Sandison 
was up against an infidel, as far as 
radio was concerned. But he clung 
tenaciously to the notion that 
WTMJ’s ‘Masters of Rhythm’ was a 
good bet for Lawton’s, men’s cloth- 
iers. 


When he revealed this conviction 
to Jack Lawton, manager, the latter 
yawned. Irked, Sandison boomed, 
‘All right, I’ll just bet two out of the 
first four guys who come along listen 
to ‘Masters of Rhythm.’’ 


Bet quickly called, the two men 
stood on the corner in front of Law- 
ton’s store, where they buttonholed 
four pedestrians. All ’em responded 
right. 








7 Phone Girls Handle 
Special KEX Program 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 20. 


Seven trunk telephone lines were 
installed into KEX studios for the 
‘Answer It Over the Air’ quiz of the 
Fisher Flour Mills program. Seven 
telephone girls and two announcers 
on the program. Program is aired for 
30 minutes every Wednesday night. 


Benchley Time Switch? 


There’s talk about moving the Old 
Gold show with Bob Benchley and 
Artie Shaw to the 9 to 9.30 spot on 
CBS Saturday nights. 

Program which now occupies the 
10 to 10.30 slot on the same network 
Sundays will have the new Kellogg 
stanza as opposition starting Jan. 15. 














agency contention that agencies are not employers, though they wish to | 
get the tangle straightened out. : 
Sponsor Attitude——Network sponsors—and their trade association, the | 
Association of National Advertisers—have not formally made any state- | 
ments about the fray. They expect a ruckus, but are undoubtedly of the | 
opinion that’since sponsors are really part-time employers, they can hardly | 
be expected to sign long-term union contracts. On one point, however, | 
the sponsors feel very strongly. That is that the agencies should not sign | 
for anything or dicker with the AFRA in a manner not having sponsor | 





approval, Sponsors claim their money is at stake, and that they must be | 


taken into account all around. 


WKRC Pair Transferred 


Cincinnati, Dec. 20. 


Ed Hamel and Bob DeHart, engi- 
neers, leave WKRC to join WBBM, 
Chicago, and WEEI, Boston, respec- 
tively, Jan. 1. 

Notified Friday (16) by William A. 
Schudt, Jr., station manager, upon 
his return from a week’s visit to 
CBS headquarters in New York. 





WHO, Des Meines 


Miles Laboratories, Elkhart, Ind., 
beginning Nov. 21 for 52 periods of 
five minutes each, through Wade Ad- 
vertising agency, Chicago. 

Sam Morris (Voice of Temper- 
ance) Del Rio, Texas, beginning Dec, 
5 for one 15-minute period. Direct. 


Associated Hardware Wholesalers, 
beginning Jan. 2 for 312 periods of 
15 minutes each, renewal through 
R. J. Potts & Co., Kansas City, Mo 

Hoxie Fruit Co., Des Moines, be- 
ginning Jan. 2 for 312 periods of 15 
minutes each. (Hoxie Fruit Reporter) 


through R. J. Potts & Co, Kansas 
; City. 

Western Grocer Co, (Jack Sprat 
Food Stores) Marshalltown, Iowa, 


beginning Jan. 2 for 312 periods of 
15 minutes each (Jack Sprat News 


Reporter) through Coolidge, Des 
Moines, 
American Pop Corn Co. (Jolly 


Time) Sioux City, Iowa, beginning 
Dec. 3 for one announcement of 100 


or 65 words per week, t.f. through 
Coolidge Advertising Co., Des 
Moines. 


Chysler Corp. (Dodge) beginning 
Dec. 26 for five announcements of 
one minute each. Staggered sched- 
ule, through Ruthrauff & Ryan, New 
York City. , 

Vocational Service, Chicago (Me- 
chanic training) beginning Dec. 6 for 
three periods of ten minutes each 
(Lou and Jerry) through Critchfield 
& Co., Chicago. 

Monticello Drug Co., Jacksonville, 
Fla. (666 cough remedies), begin- 
ning Dec. 7 for 26 announcements of 
65 words each. Direct. 

Hotel Radisson, Minneapolis, be- 
ginning Dec. 9 for 14 announcements 
of 65 words each, four per week, 
through Graves & Associates, Min- 
neapolis. 

Acme Feeds, Inc., Forest Park, IIl., 
beginning Dec. 16 for two announce- 
ments of 200 words each per week 
t.f. through K. E. Shepard Advertis- 
ing Co., Chicago. 





WWJ, Detroit 
Harry Suffrin, renewal, ‘Sport- 
folio, 15 mins, Sundays, for 13 
weeks. Packard & Neff agency. 
Beatrice Creamery Co., new, “The 
Meadow Gold Round Up,’ with Fran- 
cis X. Bushman, 30 mins., weekly, re- 


corded, for 26 weeks. Lord & 
Thomas. 
Pinex Co., new, spot announce- 


ments on cough syrup, twice a day, 
five days weekly for 26 weeks. Rus- 
sell M. Seeds. 

Peter Paul, Inc., renewal, recorded 
spot announcements with Edwin C. 
Hill for Mound candy bars, for 13 
weeks. Through Platt-Forbes, Inc. 

Richman Brothers Co., new, spot 
announcements daily, five days 
weekly, for eight weeks. Through 
McCann-Erickson, Inc. 





Seeds Agency Gets New 
Slice of Tobacco Acct. 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 

Russell M. Seeds agency here takes 
over another portion of the Brown 
& Williamson tobacco account when 
it starts a new show for B-W Big 
Ben pipe tobacco product on New 
Year’s eve. 

As a starter will get away on 
WLW, Cincinnati, for a 30-minute 
weekly program called ‘The Uncle 
Ben Doghouse,’ a music and comedy 
period aimed almost solely for male 
listeners. Later the show will go onto 
a coast-to-coast web. 





Cherniavsky’s New One 


Cincinnati, Dec. 20. 
‘My Lucky Break,’ title of a new 
musical and dramatic series designed 
and directed by Josef Cherniavsky, 
will bow on WLW Jan. 1 as a regu- 
lar Sunday 6 to 6:30 p.m. feature. 
Show is to feature turning points 
in lives of prominent Americans. 








NEW PEOPLE AT WOWO 
Fort Wayne, Dec. 20. 

Several staff changes have been 
made at Westinghouse radio stations 
WOWO and WGL. Charles Roe 
comes from KDKA, Pittsburgh, as 
production manager of WGL. Eldon 
Campbell, Dick Faler and Joe Roeh- 
ling are new additions to an- 
nouncing staff. 

Margaret Guilinger succeeds Dor- 
othy Moeller, who was married Dec. 
10. Terry Evans is also new. 

Helen Graham, Joe Trimm and 
Roy Field added to artist staff for 


‘Morning Ro»-dup.’ 
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FCC Burned Up Over Casual 
Broadcasters Who File for 
Renewals Either Late, 
Sloppily or Not at All 





WILL PUNISH 





Washington, Dec. 20. 
Stern disciplinary action against 
industry slow-pokes who take their 
time about requesting li- 
censes was threatened by the FCC 
last week. Result of increasing lax- 
ity that has clogged the administra- 
tive machinery. 

In a general ultimatum made more 
effective by finger-pointing at cer- 
tain offenders, the regulators said 
they ‘will insist upon strict adher- 
ence’ to the requirement that appli- 
cations must be submitted not less 
than 60 days before current papers 
expire and that operators who do 
not file the requests by the end of 
the license period will be taken off 
the air. From now on, the Commish 
will not prod the laggards, but, on 
the contrary, will expect the indus- 
try to assume full responsibility for 
complying with red tape. 

While industry representatives 
maintained the FCC dictum was an 
unwarranted smirch, the Commish 
instructed its staff to notify all li- 
censees that it is through being sym- 
pathetic to stallers and declared that 
“in many instances stations have filed 
applications late and in a few the 
Commission has failed to receive 
any application.’ 

Dog-house 


In the future, whenever the papers 
@re received after the 60-day dead- 
line, the Commish will issue only a 
temporary extension of license upon 
expiration of the effective ticket. 
Reason will be published, thus estab- 
lishing an official dog-house for op- 
erators whose deportment is bad. 
Calling attention to the rules, the 
Commish announced it believes that 
temporary extensions to licensees 
who fail to get applications in on 
time ‘are unwarranted and may not 
be legally granted where no appli- 
cation has been filed.’ 

The chiding also touched on slop- 
piness on the part of stations which 
do observe the requirements. Care 
must be exercised in filling out the 
proper forms and errors may lead to 
a spanking. Regulators said they 
have found that where mistakes oc- 
cur‘in one request for a renewal the 
same error is likely to be repeated 
On many subsequent occasions. Re- 
sult is the Commish must keep on 
returning the papers or writing the 
management to get the necessary 
correction, a process which ‘often 
necessitates the granting of tem- 
porary extensions’ during the time 
— to get matters straightened 
ou 

In laying down the course of con- 
duct, the Commish at the same time 
warned holders of special authoriza- 
tion permits—allowing operation dif- 
ferent from the regular assignment 
—they must make regular six-month 
applications as though they were 
functioning in accordance with the 
Official grant. In conjunction with 


renewal 
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Easier to Heckle 





Cincinnati, Dec. 20. 

Next meeting of the Big 10 
football conference will con- 
sider a proposal by Allen Stout, 
WKRC sports spieler. It’s that 
gridiron officials wear numbers 
on the fronts and backs of their 
blouses. 

For identifications when they 


decicions 
cecisions. 











the routine request, such operators 
should submit an amendment which 
explains the actual operation under 
the special privileges and if the lat- 
ter needs official renewal the neces- 
sary papers should be attached. 
First woodshedding was given to 
eight stations in widely-separated lo- 
cations. Making good its threats, 





the Commish said the following 
transmitters at the moment are de- 
linquent in filing renewal applica- 


tions: KUSD, Vermilion, S. D.; 
WCBS, Springfield, Ill.; WIRE, Indi- 
anapolis (for auxiliary plant); 
WQBC, Vicksburg, Miss.; WKAT, 
Miami Beach; KGDM, Stockton, 
Calif.; KIEV, Glendale, Calif., and 


WDZ, Tuscola, Il. 


ROYAL CROWN UP AGAIN 


B. B. D. & O. Scouts Radio Program 
for Nehi’s Return 





B. B. D. & O., which recently got 
the Royal Crown Coca Cola (Nehi, 
Inc.) account away from the James 
A. Greene agency, is scouting around 
for a program that will bring the 
soft drink bottler back on the air. 

Nehi’s last flier in radio was a 








A Myth? 





Chicago, Dec. 20. 
After three months of angling 
and chatting no agency has yet 
been able to land the Chamber- 


lain cosmetic account of Des 
Moines. 

Agency men around Chicago 
are beginning to believe that 
the entire info about Chamber- 
Intn Iannking nr a now, aAwartic. 
Sciili A4VUUNALMS awa a sit vv CAuUA WY WA Wee 
ing agency is just some propa- 
ganda on the part of Des 
Moines hotels and Iowa rail- 
roads. 











half-hour show on the NBC-blue 
(WJZ) with George Olson and Tim 
It started in March, 1938, 
and ran 26 weeks. 


and Irene. 


= 





TEAMED AGAIN 


Philadelphia, Dec. 20 

William Campbell, formerly of the 
N. W. Ayer and Son research depart- 
ment, has been named head of a 
crew oi ex-Ayer employees running 
a campaign for the City Charter 
Committee, to sell Philly voters a 
new basic set-up. All of the former 
Ayer people were recently released 
by the agency when it lost the Kel- 
logg account to J. Walter Thompson. 

They were placed in the new spot 
with the aid of Clarence Jordan, 
Ayer v.p., who is active on the 
Charter Committee. 














productions. 


6. Coordination of all departments to keep production “in the grove” from idea to microphone. 
These things, we believe, make WLW particularly adaptable to build and successfully sustain 


HE formula used by the Nation’s Station to produce suc- 
cessful dramatic shows is very simple. 
We are not trying to impress ourselves with colossal produc- 
tions, nor to build dramatic programs to amuse our talent. 
We build them for our millions of consumer listeners, 


We accomplish our objective through these means: 
1. The most versatile and best balanced dramatic stock com- 


pany possible. 


2. Trained free-lance talent available when new voices and 


personalities are required. 


3. A production staff composed of men who have many years 
of stage, as well as radio experience back of them, to 
direct our dramatic productions, 


4. Carefully chosen writers skilled in preparing all types of dramatic scripts. 
5. Constant experiments in engineering and sound effects to create more effective dramatic 


dramatic shows that command listener interest. 


PAULINE HOPKINS, (above, left) 


Loon, Wewvagn 


WLW Program Director, 


A 

































“THE MAD HATTERFIELD” 





cast, 





ON THE NBC RED NETWE ta) 


author of “The Mad Hatterfields” 
and “Midstream”, WLW’s two out- 
standing script shows, discusses 
a scene with Mama Hatterfield 
(Bess McCammon) and Nicki 
Powers (Duane Snodgrass). Rikel 
Kent (lower, center), ace WLW 
Production Man, goes over a “Mid- 
stream” script with part of the cast 
including Wilda Hinkle, James 
Leonard, announcer, Jack Marks, 
Mary Jane Croft and Lon Clark. 
WLW includes 50 members in its 
staff and spot dramatic department. 


These things too, we think, are 





part of the 


(above, center) go over a script 
with W. Ray Wilson, production 
man. Selective casting combined 
with careful rehearsing makes 
“The Mad Hatterfields” one 
of radio’s most delightful script 
shows. (Above, right) Rolly Hat- 
terfield (William Green) and 
Caleb, the family butler (Harry 
Cansdale). Other current out- 
standing WLW dramatic produc- 
tions include Dr. Kenrad Unsolved 
Mysteries, The Nation’s Playhouse, 
and True Detective Mysteries. 


story of WLW 
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Kopf Sales Chief of NBC, Chicago; 
Carpenter Assigned to Blue Net 





Chicago, Dec. 20. 
Harry Kopf has been named sales 
chieftain of the entire central divi- 
sion of NBC, replacing Kenneth Car- 


penter who has been sales manager | 


here since 1932. Carpenter shifts 
over as sales head strictly of the 
blue web here and will devote all 
his time to the build-up on business 
on the indigo chain. 

Kopf has been with NBC here 
since 1931, joining as a salesman and 













presents 


A MERRY 
MUSICAL 
CHRISTMAS NIGHT 


st 25 
8:30 PM. 


DEC, 


PAUL 
WHITEMAN 


And His 
ALL AMERICAN BAND 


JAZZ CONCERT 


(An Experiment in Modern American 








Music) 
100—ARTISTS—100 


+ 
DEEMS TAYLOR, Commentator 

we 
pa-GUEST ARTISTS——, 


LOUIS ARMSTRONG 
ART SHAW 
RAYMOND SCOTT 
Quintette 
Rosa Linda 
Roy Bargy 
Lyn Murray Singers 











COMPOSERS 
Roy BARGY ~ Duke ELLINGTON 
George GERSHWIN « Merten GOULD 
Ferde GROFE ° Walter GROSS 
Richard RODGERS + Raymond SCOTT 
Art SHAW . Bert SHEFTER 
Nathan VAN CLEVE e¢ Fred VAN EPPS 


This concert will not be broadcast 
PRICES 


55c * $3.30 


ORCHESTRA 3.30 
DRESS CIRCLE 1.65-2.20 
BALCONY .55-1.10 
BOXES (of 8) $3.30-$5.59 Ea. SEAT 
All Seats Reserved 
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CARNEGIE HALL 


Sith St. & ith Ave, 





Seats Now on Sale 
at Carnegie Hall and 








Artists’ Management 


I7E. 45 31 NYC. 





a" i888 





coming from the Literary Digest ad 
sales staff. 

Alec Robb, head of NBC artists 
service in Chicago, has been trans- 
ferred to the Coast in a similar ca- 
pacity, He succeeds Dema Harsh- 
barger, resigned. Robb is already on 
ithe ground revamping the setup. 





Don Gilman’s Statement 
Hollywood, Dec. 20. 


Whatever changes NBC Prexy 


| Lenox Lohr had in mind for the net- 








work’s divisional heads has been in- 
definitely deferred, it was said last 
week by Don Gilman, western divi- 
sion chief, upon his return from 
home office confabs. Reports had 
Gilman transferred to the central 
division after first of the year, with 
Sidney Strotz taking the Hollywood 
post. 
Gilman had opposed the change. 


NO LIBEL DISMISSAL 





FOR DIAMOND SALT 





Appellate Division on Friday (16) 
affirmed decision of N. Y. Supreme 
Court Justice Hammer denying dis- 
missal of the $100,000 libel suit 
brought by Ernest A. Arnold and 
Walter Frese, of the firm of Arnold 
& Frese, security dealers, against 
Benton & Bowles, ad agents, Gen- 
eral Foods Corp., and NBC, 

Plaintiffs claim they were slan- 
dered in a broadcast of Diamond 
Crystal Salt series over Station WJZ 
on Nov. 7, 1937. 


Ex-CBS Both Ways 


San Francisco, Dec. 20. 

Spelling bee sponsored by the 
Marney Food Co. shifts from KSFO 
to KPO starting Dec. 30 with Tom 
Breneman continuing as emcee and 
producer of the half-hour weekly 
audience-participation show. Brene- 
man recently resigned as program 








| manager for CBS in San Francisco to 


join the staff of the Long Adver- 
tising Service, which handles the 
Marney account. 

Product plugged is: Marco Cat & 
Dog food. Contestants for the spell- 
ing matches are picked by a speedy 
elimination process from among 
volunteers in the studio audience, 


Joey Faye Heard at WOR 


Joey Faye, burlesque comic, re- 
ported to station WOR, New York, 
yesterday (Tuesday) for an audition. 
Phil Silvers has already been heard 
and is awaiting verdict. 

Faye was first asked up to station 
last summer but never showed up. 
He later went into legit ‘Sing Out 
the News.’ Two weeks ago VARIETY 
carried story about Silvers and Faye 
being asked up at different times. 
Story was read by Faye who then 
remembered the invite, he told sta- 
tion exec, 

Musical show closed for two weeks 
over Xmas slump, so Faye is us- 
ing time off to advantage. 








CHARLIE KERR LEAVES BIZ 
Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 
Charlie Kerr, w.k. Philly batoneer, 
whose band in 1922 was first in 
America to play a remote, gave up 
tooting last week to take over post 
of manager of the musical instru- 
ments department at Gimbel Bros. 
Veteran of the air, Kerr made the 
initial nemo from the Cafe L’Aiglon, 
now shuttered, over WIP-WFAN, 
now WIP. 





Elmer Vincent, NBC’s ‘Senator 
Fishface’ in Seattle to visit his 
brother. He was made p.a. at Palo- 











mar vaud-film house week (19) be- 
fore his return southward. 




















HARRY SOSNIK... 


» MUSICAL DIRECTOR... 


CHARLES BOYER—WOODBURY PLAYHOUSE 


(ORIGINAL SCORE) 


Sundays—9 P.M. EST-NBC 
JOE E. BROWN—POST TOASTIES 


Saturdays—7:30 P.M. EST- CBS 
MANAGEMENT MCA 
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. Shouse’s 21 Trips 


Cincinnati, Dec. 20. 
James D. Shouse, general 
manager of the Crosley broad- 
casting division, made 21 round 
trips between here and Wash- 
ington this year on FCC matters 
pertaining to WLW and WSAL 
Thought to be a record. 


SETTLE 2 CASES 
ON THEFT OF 
AIR IDEAS 


Two similar suits involving claims 
of property right for original ideas 
were decided in New York last week. 
While neither involved any new 
legal ruling, fact that two such ac- 
tions were settled within a few days 


called attention to the recent in- 
crease in claims of that kind. Most 
such cases involve radio or adver- 
tising ideas. 

One case, brought in New York 
supreme court by Nevill E. O’Neill, 
copy writer, against the Arthur Kud- 
ner agency, was reported to have 
settled for $10,000. Plaintiff 
claimed he had originated the 
phrase, ‘G. M. Means Good Measure,’ 
used by General Motors, through the 
Kudner agency. Defense argued that 
‘good measure’ was as ‘old as the 
Bible.’ 

O’Neiil countered with the state- 
ment that the idea had been sug- 
gested to him in a quotation from 
the text of St. Matthew. He ad- 
mitted there was nothing new in the 
expression, ‘good measure,’ but ar- 
gued that its application for the Gen- 
eral Motors slogan was ‘unique ard 
original’ within the meaning of the 
Healy vs. R. H. Macy case, which is 
generally taken as precedent in such 
cases. O'Neill had sued for $250,000 
damages and $20,000 in commissions. 
It was brought out in the hearing 
that Kudner had paid O’Neill $100 
for a release of the claim, but the 
plaintiff charged it was obtained 
through misrepresentation. 

Other idea claim was brought by 
Manuel G. Rodriguez against West- 
ern Union and resulted in a jury ver- 
dict of $6,500 for the plaintiff. He 
had sued for $150,000. Defendant 
plans to appeal. Rodriguez claimed 
to have suggested the idea of ‘travel- 
grams’ to the company, but was told 
there was “no field for it.’ Later he 
submitted it to Postal Telegraph, and 
when both companies began using a 
similar idea he brought suit. 

Case against Postal was settled, but 
Western Union fought it on the 
ground that its ‘tourate’ telegrams 
had been suggested by one of its op- 

















,}erators, John Apelquist, of Madison, 


Wis. It was disclosed at the hearings 
that the company sent out about 
400,000 ‘tourate’ messages monthly, 
between 1935 and 1937, at a rate of 
35c for 15 words. John O’Shaugh- 
nessy, formerly secretary of the 
American Association of Advertising 
Agencies, as an ‘expert’ witness for 
the plaintiff, testified that the past 
and future revenue from ‘tourate’ 
messages would probably bring 
Western Union about $240,000, of 


which Rodriguez should be entitled 
to about 2%. 


ALL-MELODY POLICY 
XMAS AT WNEW, N. Y. 


Revising its schedule for Christ- 








Wednesday, December 21, — 


No. 2 Refugee Air Show | MARXES JOIN GRANT, 
Another refugee radio program LOMBARD ON KELLOGG 


will be aired over WMCA, New Hollywood; Dec. 20 
: ; Dec. 20. 

York, by Hocowls & Margareten,| promised galaxy of star names on 
foodstuff dealers. It’s the first to be! new Kellogg show was made a 
sponsored, Starting Dec. 28, program | triumvirate last week with the sign- 
will consist of dramatized adventures | ing of the Marx Bros. Previously 

: 7 set were Carole Lombard and Cary 
of Jewish refugees and will be called | Grant. 
Jewish Refugee Theatre of the Air. 


Hour program which shoves off 
Signed for 14 weeks through Adver-| Jan. 15 will be produced by Tony 
tising Broadcasters, Inc, 


Stanford. Bobby Dolan has the mu- 
Program headed by Alexander 


sic assignment. 
Granach, German Shakespearean ac- 
tor, and will include Mme. Gisela | 
Werbezirk and Hans Heinz as per- 
manent members of the company. 
Other members of the cast will 
change weekly. Entire show will be 
in English, 
This«s a No. 2 Refugee radio pro- 
gram. WHN debuted its show three 
weeks ago. 


CIVIL SERVICE OKAY 
FOR FCC DISMISSALS 


Washington, Dec. 20. 
Execution of three FCC officials 
without hearing or formal charges 
was rubber-stamped last week by the 




















Wen Niles collabing with Don 
Prindle on Joe Penner’s scripts. 






















ARMSTRONG 


And His 
ORCHESTRA 
Featuring 
MIDGE WILLIAMS 
SONNY WOODS 





e 
ivi ervi issio which 
Civil §S vice Comm ssion . APOLLO 
found no violations of the merit NEW YORK 
principle in the controversial dis- Week Dec. 23 





charges that climaxed the recent 
personnel purge. Approval was given 
to the orders by which Chief Exam- 
iner Davis G. Arnold, Deputy Chief 
Examiner Melvin H. Dalberg, and 
Press Chief G. Franklin Wisner were 
dropped from the payroll. 
Technical abolition of jobs in an | 
asserted attempt to increase efficiency | 
was upheld following an investiga- 
tion in which the three victims were 
given a chance to tell their stories. 
Report from the C. S. C. Classifica- | oe ae 
tion Division was the basis for the | But Here’s Wishing 
final decision which ends any pros- | 
pect the three might get back into | 


YOU 
harness or have the satisfaction of | a Merry Xmas and 


resigning voluntarily. The guardians | 
of the merit theory said they had not | a Happy New Year 


discovered any infractions of the 


a 
Management 


JOE GLASER, Inc. 


RKO Bidg., Radio City. New York 

























Sorry I don't see you 
anymore— 








rules which would compel them to | 
‘withhold approval’ of the formal 
execution papers. 


Powel Crosley as Santa 


Cincinnati, Dec. 20. 

Powel Crosley, Jr., will play Santa 
Claus to his 3,000 employees at a 
Christmas party in Music Hall 
Thursday (22) night, with members 
of their families as guests. Talent 
from the WLW and WSAI staffs will 
do the entertaining. 

Bulk of the personnel is from the 
firm’s electric appliance manufactur- 
ing division. 

Foodstuffs to be given poor fam- 
ilies for Christmas will be the ad- 
mission fee for WLW’s Boone County 
Jamboree audience show Friday (23) 
in Music Hall. Distribution through 
charitable agencies. 


3 Extend on Mutual 


‘People’s Rally’ for Mennen on 
WOR-Mutual renewed as of Jan. 15 
for 13 weeks. Option on Bob Hawk, 
program conductor, was picked up 
for one year. H. M. Kiesewetter is 
agency. 

Bayuk Cigars ‘Inside Sports’ also 
renewed on Mutual for 13 weeks 
starting Dec. 26 through Ivey & El- 
lington agency. 

‘Famous Jury Trials,’ Mutual coop 
show, added stations KFEL, Denver; 
WHKC, Columbus, O., and KVEC, 
San Luis Obispo, Cal. with local 
sponsors, 



































CHEZ PAREE, CHICAGO 
Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 














Tues. 
P| Thurs. 


<7 | Sat. 
JOSEPH - RINES 


and His Orchestra 
HARRY RICHMAN’S 
ROAD TO MANDALAY 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 























mas and New Year’s Eves, WNEW, 
N. Y., will air 17 solid hours of mu- 
sic on both days, broken only by 
necessary news flashes, etc., aggre- 
gating an hour. Programs will start 
at 3 p.m. and run until 7 a.m. follow- 
ing morning when Stan Shaw, con- 
ductor of the Milkman’s Matinee, 
fades from the mike. 

To further the holiday spirit and 
maintain as much melody as pos- 
sible, all commercials will be cut to 
the bone and Shaw will eliminate 
all his chatter from the owl session. 





WEDLOCK, SNYDER WEST 
Chicago, Dec. 20. 
Hugh Wedlock, Jr., and Howard 
Snyder are washing up their comedy | 


House show for Wrigley’s this week 
and will hop back to their home 
stamping grounds in Hollywood. 
May go with Bob Hope, 





THE O'NEILLS’ 


By JANE WEST 

NOW RADIO'S MOST 
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writing assignment on the Billy |: 


TWICE DAILY 


LISTEN NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EST 
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~ Recommends WEBR Get Echo 





Tyler Disregards Squawk of WFMD, Frederick, 


HEDGES ON FCC STAND RAPS DISLOYAL 





Md.—No Night Service Now 





Baltimore, Dec. 20. 


Booster station theory received 
endorsemént last week in the form 
of a report by Examiner Tyler Berry 
advising the FCC that research 
would be promoted if WFBR, Balti- 
more, were permitted to build a low- 
powered sounding board at Freder- 
ick, 45 air-miles distant. While the 
regulators have adopted a policy of 
extreme caution, the evidence of- 
fered by WFBR convinced Berry that 
advantages from proposed experi- 
mental operation outweigh the pos- 
sible adverse results. 


Scheme is part of a general ex- 
pansion of the Baltimore transmitter 
which currently is building a new 
plant which will operate with 1 kw 
nights and 5 kw days. Present as- 
signment is 1 kw—500 watts. Ob- 
jective is to hit the rural and agri- 
cultural! audience in the 
part of the state where reception is 
poor and a partial 
exists. Only station in town is 
WFMD, a daytime 500 watter, and 
there is no primary service of any 
sort after dark. Some coverage by 
Washington, D. C., outlets and 
WBAL in Baltimore, but not very 
strong signals. 


Wen’'t Solicit Ads 


Objections of WFMD operators 
were over-ruled by Berry, who 
agreed there is possibility of eco- 
‘nomic injury to the present Fred- 
erick station, but said there is no 
basis for determining how serious it 
will be and that theoretical fear is 
not sufficient reason for denying the 
booster station request. No commer- 
cial advertising will be solicited in 
Frederick for the WFBR echo, al- 
though the booster will naturally ex- 


QU00 


a 
ALL YOU 
NEED IN 
CENTRAL 
OHIO 


$s 2 
Columbus, Ohio — 
John Blair, Rep. 





= 








Watts 
Day 


& 
1,000 
Night, 





CB 


























4 


> 





western | 


radio desert | 


| 


| 


| 





Hedges Slaps Mutual 





Washington, Dec. 20. 

Life was injected into the 
drone of testimony at the FCC 
‘monotony hearings’ last week 
when William S. Hedges, NBC 
vV.p., engaged in name-calling. 

‘Faithless’ affiliates were under 
attack when drowsing specta- 
tors were shocked into attention 
by Hedges’ characterization of 
Mutual as a ‘parasite.’ Com- 
plaining about NBC members 
who disregard contract clause 
prohibiting link with rival net- 
work which has an outlet in a 
city of 1,000,000 or more popu- 
lation. Indictment named WFIL, 
Philadelphia, and WLW, Cin- 
cinnati. 

Blast at MBS was erased from 
the record over the objections 
of Philip J. Hennessey, NBC 
counsel. Commish granted 
motion to strike the parasite 
remark, 














pand the master transmitter’s audi- 
ence. 

Angles which impressed Berry had 
to do with engineering problems. At 
present WFBR does not serve Fred- 
erick and even with its higher wat- 
tage will not put much of a signal 
into the Western Maryland com- 
munity. Particular need for data on 
actual interference in area where the 
synchronous stations both can be 
heard. Determination of the extent 
of the region where overlapping dis- 
rupts reception and the need for 
facts about the actual ratio of de- 
sired to undesired signal warrant 
granting the plea, Berry concluded, 
saying ‘information thus obtained 
would be of general application and 
would constitute some contribution 


to the advancement of the radio art.’ | 





KOIL Basic Coiumbia; 
WBRY Into New Haven 


CBS last week formally announced 
to the trade the addition of KOIL, 
Omaha, to the basic network as of 
April 30, 1939, and at the same time 
issued its first rate card for the 
system’s New England network. Tne 
regional now includes WBRY, New 
Haven-Waterbury, which becomes 
available also as a basic supple- 
mentary station. 

NBC hasn’t decided on the sub- 
stitution for KOIL in the blue basic. 








Waterbury, Conn., Dec. 20. 


WBRY begins campaign to build 
up New Haven audience, in which 
CBS is primarily interested, Station 
Manager E. J. Frey has assigned 
David Hale Halpern to promote New 
Haven end. Jack Henry, formerly in 
N. H., replaces Halpern as program 
director. 

CBS okay to WBRY did not be- 
come formal until sanctioned by 
Franklin M. Doolittle, owner of 
WDRC, Hartford’s Columbia basic 
outlet. 























Affiliated with Loew's Theatres and 
the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios 
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| Frasik Mason Files Data on Network’s International 


Activities—Still Pretty 


utes, and England 
hours, 10 minutes. 
Although chief emphasis is placed 
on Latin American operations, NBC 
also fires considerable entertainment 


in English, 15 


Dull at Hearings 





| Washington, Dec. 20. 
Tight web curbs on the activities, 
of affiliates were defended as eco-| 


nomic insurance last week during | 
the soporific FCC chain-monopoly 
hearing at which NBC pointed with 


pride to its shortwave service to in- | 


ternational audience. Activities re- 
cess this week for the holiday sea- 
son, with the first installment near- 
ing its end. Trying to finish the 
NBC testimony before the suspen- 
sion occurs Wednesday (today). 


Restrictions on the freedom of sta- 


other broadcasters in the 


| spoken in the countries to which the 


more hours weekly for the benefit of | 
| Latin-American listeners than Ger- | ating 16 hours daily. 
man stations. 





tion managers in the medium of ‘firm 


acts’ which have been the fash- | Italy broadcasts on the average only 
er eae r hours 55 minutes to Latin Amer- | 
|ica, England 18 hours, 40 minutes; | 


ion since 1935 are imperative to 
guarantee the web can ‘deliver’ the 


outlets desired by sponsors, William | 
S. Hedges, vice-prez in charge of | 


station relations, explained under 
cross-questioning by 
|Dempsey and Theodore 
|Commish attorneys. 
sales fizzled before the new agree- 
ments were adopted because of un- 
| certainty about the ability of certain 
| affiliates to schedule the programs. 
|Refusal of individual stations to 
learry certain accounts wrought in- 
| jury to the whole web. 

Network programming necessitates 
| rigid and positive arrangements and 
cannot be handled as quickly and 
easily as local planning on a single 
| Station, Hedges emphasized. Par- 
| ticular outlets can switch their own 


} 


features to fill the blank spots but 
the web must know in advance what 
time is available before trying to 
sign up sponsors. Point is beginning 
to be appreciated by public figures 
who have occasion to use radio, he 
observed, pointing out that the 
White: House requests for accommo- 
dations for talks by the President 
generally are for periods which will 
cause the ‘minimum disturbance to 
network commercial schedules.’ 


By tying up certain blocks of time 
on affiliates, the chains. do not dis- 
courage local service, the web exec 
contended. Right to turn down sus- 
tainers is bulwarked by arrange- 
ments under which the outlets are 
allocated various portions of the 
broadcasting day for their own ex- 
clusive use. 


Experience has dictated some 
modifications in the standard con- 
tract form since 1935, Hedges re- 
vealed. Instead of having the pacts 
run for an indefinite span subject to 
cancellation on one-year notice, the 
web usually signs up for a specific 
period, up to five years, under the 
present policy. Another modifica- 
tion limits use of NBC programs, 
barring rebroadcasting or recording 
of chain material without permis- 
sion. If outlets ‘could play fast and 
loose with our programs,’ NBC 
would have no reason to provide 
sustaining service, Hedges remarked. 

Exclusivity 


Exclusive service clause—which 
has occasioned some criticism from 
the Commish in recent months—is 
another variation which was found 
necessary to meet particular prob- 
lems. Although NBC welcomes 
competition, it has been forced to 
take the position that affiliates must 
tie up with one chain or another. 
Restrictive clause is intended to pre- 
vent rivals from capitalizing on 
prestige and listener good will gen- 
erated with NBC programs. Few 
instances where NBC affiliates have 
joined hands simultaneously with 
other webs do not have the network 
headquarters’ approval, he said, al- 
though the chain does not object to 
connections between its outlets. and 
regional groups. 

Mason on Stand 


Foreign listeners are bombarded 
by NBC more than by the transmit- 
ters of any major nation, Frank E. 
Mason, v. p. in charge of interna- 
tional operations, declared. Short- 
wavers operate 63 hours weekly for 
the benefit of South Americans and 
provide better service than any 
other country by building the pro- 
grams in the language of the pros- 
pective auditors. Testimony, bol- 
stered by exhibits of public pro- 
grams of Germany, England, France, 
Italy, Holland and Japan, indicated 
there is no reason for panic about 
| foreigners seducing the South Amer- 
icans with radio propaganda, 


In contrast to the practice of most 





William J.| broadcasts, with NBC devoting seven 
Pearson, | 
Prospective | ish and three and one-half hours to | 


| 





and propaganda at Europe. Average 
operation for the transatlantic Trade 
is 49 hours a week, of which 28 
| hours are in English, and seven each 
'in French, German and Italian. One 
ee oe Sik ob te Euro. | ¢xhibit showed NBC’s international 


U. S. emigrees. ry |}outlets during November presented 
peans send out multi-lingual pro- |, 269 ~-.erams for foreign listeners, 


229 
° . j age 574 UV B4 eee AVA AVA VARs 
cg eng prego as 1M~ | of which 1,013 were special produc- 
cti % ‘ 


: |tions emitted only via short-wave. 
Data showed NBC functioned seven | News programs consumed 23.9% of 


the total time, with the battery oper- 


interna- 
tional field, NBC uses the language | 


programs are aimed and does not 


seek merely to entertain or inform 


Use of recordings is important in 
‘the international activities, Meson 
| declared. Little purpose in breaking 
{into a Spanish program to carry 
some talk in English which is lifted 
from the U. S. network or in putting 
on spot programs at hours when 
Europeans are asleep. Consequently, 
many regular features for domestic 
consumption are canned or trans- 
lated and sent out at more appro- 
priate times. 


Operations greatly ex- 
ceed those of other nations, since 


Japan, 7 hours; Holland, 4 hours, 
and France, 33 hours, 15 minutes. 
Biggest chunk of time goes for news 


hours weekly to reporting in Span- 


Portuguese information. Of the total 
activities, NBC conducts 42 hours 
weekly in Spanish and 14 in Portu- Lee McLendon has been named 
guese, with only seven hours in| chief of continuity staff of KOIL, 


English. Showing the policy con | Omaha, succeeding Bob Browne, 
trast, Mason testified Germany shoots whe reigned: Meena aati ves 


programs to Latin American in ‘ing : 
Deutsch tongue 29 hours, 45 minutes; | cently joined KOIL, coming from 
Trae Shreveport, La. 








France in French, 21 hours, 35 min- 














WELL-NOT BAD 
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Checking back over the year, it is difficult to clock 
off accurately, which, among the many incidents, 
are now worth mentioning. Among them, rather 
prominently, perhaps, are the 1,000,000 listeners 
who wrote us letters within the twelve-month—not 
to mention the thousands who kept the mailmen 
running directly to our sponsors. Further back 
still, helping to send 25,000 people into the stores 
of a certain local advertiser seems to have been 
mislaid until this moment. Among the other un- 
related things floating in our.memory, we remem- 
ber a little WOR persuasion pulling requests from 
such states as—Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado and 
about thirty others. This still puzzles us; but not 
particularly. It’s cheering to know that 73% of our 
sponsors can be found listed among the country’s 
largest national advertisers. We also remember 
having 117 sponsors in March of the year. Every- 
thing now points to closing the season with may- 
be 200. Good? Well—not bad. 
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COLLEGE RHYTHM 


The seventh of a series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes as re- 
gards dance music and dance bands. 

The writers, staff members of publications at their respective schools, 
have been asked by Variety to give the opinion of the student body as a 
whole rather than pass personal judgment. Neither has VaRIETy given 
further instructions as to what was to be said or how. These articles ap- 
pear as the undergraduates have written them, with the expressed opinions 
being their own. 

Variety publishes the series to give music men and band leaders a cross- 
agra of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and bands, with 





ve hope that it will be both informative and instructive. For what the | 
college group has to say about dance music is deemed important in the | 
trade. 


NORTHWESTERN 


By (Miss) Bobette Kobey, ’39 
(Northwestern ‘Purple Parrot’) 

Northwestern is a funny school. It has one rule of conduct that covers | 
everything from cheering at football games to reciting in class. This rule | 
which lays an Italian-balmed hand on everything from clothes to dancing | 
is: Thou shalt be smooth. 

God may come down from His heaven and President Walter Dil Scott | 
may do a fan dance on the meadow, but a Northwestern student must not | 
let loose. 

Of course, another rule which plays a big part in N. U.’s life must not | 
be neglected. It is: Thou shalt rather die than be behind times. Well, | 
when swing swung its way into colleges’ musical knowledge, Northwestern | 
was in a bad way. Jitterbugging wasn’t exactly proper, and yet N. U. 
couldn’t be considered declasse, so it effected a compromise. ‘Smooth | 
swing’ was the good word. 

Naturally, then, Louie Armstrong could never be considered good form. | 
Fats Waller and Count Basie, too, had to take a musical powder, while the | 
smoother melody boys came into the platter and dance-floor limelight. | 
When Northwestern buys recording it’s Hal Kemp, Ambrose, and ooo-la-la | 
Larry Clinton. Benny Goodman is still good, along with Tommy Dorsey | 
on the ‘Stardust’ recording, but the consensus is that Goodman plays 
everything the same way. It’s too much Goodman and not enough | 
melody. 

The same Northwestern students who slipped Goodman a dash of razz- 
berry say they like Dick Jurgens because he doesn’t try so hard to be ‘dis- 
tinctive.’ He plays music for dancing—and that’s what music is for. 

Of course, while the raw-swing of Count Basie, Armstrong, et al. is tak- 
ing the count at Northwestern, the sweet sisters, Lombardo, Wayne King 
and Garber are out in their corners, too. Grimaces one co-ed, ‘they’re so 
sweet they make me sick,’ but she may have been a bit harsh. 

Talking about the ‘out’ boys, we might mention Eddy Duchin who’s 
looking that way in spite of the now famous ‘Ol Man Mose.’ 

The trend at Northwestern is toward orchestration as opposed to vocals 
and recital-instrumentation, Plain, good orchestration is danceable, and 
the students want to dance. 

We find that of the middle-boys, whose swing is smooth, Larry Clinton’s 
‘My Reverie,’ ‘Song of India,’ ‘Marie,’ “You Go to My Head’ and ‘Dodgin’ 
the Dean’ are sending Northwestern’s victrolas round and round. 

The ‘In’ Bands 

Also among the ‘in’ boys, we can’t forget Tommy Dorsey’s ‘Night and | 
Day’ and ‘Don’t Be That Way,’ and Ella Fitzgerald’s ‘Rock It for Me.’ Bob 
Crosby is still loved for his ‘Gin Mill Blues’ and the swung ‘Pagan Love 
Song.” 

Along with more campus favorites are. found: Henry Busse’s ‘Hot Lips,’ 
Goodman’s ‘One O’Clock Jump’ and Larry Clinton again with ‘Heart and 
Soul.’ 

On the whole, Northwestern just wants to dance, but the melodies must 
be rhythmic sans bumps. Smoothness is the order of the day at both 
formal and informal dances. Only exhibitionists gasp through a wild 
shag and the ‘best’ girls don’t throw themselves into a frenzied dansaban- 
don when the brasses bray. 

Perhaps this is caused by the type of dance Northwestern runs, Our 
big formals, the Navy Ball, Interfraternity Ball and the Senior Ball are 
usually held in a big Chicago hotel and are gorgeously formal affairs, 
where the girl who took notes next to you in class in a sweater and skirt 
looks like something out of Vogue and acts like it. 

The informal dances, too, although they are usually held in the gym or 
other close-by halls, retain some formality—or perhaps, it’s this proper 
or smooth business that was spoken about before. 

Leave the Melody In 

Men in the musical trades might well note the trend away from the 
boys who whoop it up over everything, to the fellows who leave enough 
song in the number for the dancers te hum. Golly, everybody likes to 
hum. Furthermore, dancers find it a bit embarrassing to have danced 
through some swung number without the faintest idea of the title. 

In the last analysis we find college students, if not the general public, 
liking music that won’t make them feel like fools. This is true, firstly, 
because the general college man or woman goes dancing with the moment’s 
heart-beat and they don’t want that heart-beat sweated and bedraggled 
at the end of the-first number. Secondly, raw swing takes all the romance 
out of dancing, and it must be admitted that dancing is basicly a romantic 
business. Probably that explains the quick decline of the ‘big apple’ and 
other hot, group numbers. 

Although students delight in being careless on campus, it must be re- 
membered that on their formal dance floors they’re dressed for the spot- 
light, and in the back of most students’ minds each is playing a Hollywood 
romantic lead. They, then, want music to highlight their romance instead 
of turning it into a holy rollers’ session. 

Orchestras’ reputations in colleges—or, perhaps I should say, at North- 
western—are made on recordings. It isn’t too often that students can 
afford to hear Clinton, Kemp, Crosby, etc., but in the fraternity and 
sorority houses Victrolas go all day and half the night. Favorite numbers 
are played un the platter is worn thin, and then a new favorite swings 
its way into Northwestern’s feet. : 

Of course, the students listen to Kayser and Sammy Kaye and the Blue 
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The South Dissents 


Columbia, S. C., Dec. .20. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Far be it from us collegiate 
cats down South to start any 
musical fence-fights with our 
northern brethren, but to the 
gang here ‘College Rhythm’ by 
Fred Newmeyer of Penn State 
(Variety, Dec. 7) served only to 
trace the climb of a few top 
names and absurdly concluded 
that the Penn Staters picked 
their bands for name reps and 
not for music. 

It should be obvious to a cat 
of three that it takes more than 
a good publicity specialist to 
build a dance ork that makes 
the upper bracket. The best 
chosen superlatives in the book 
don’t méan a thing when the 
‘On Air’ sign turns red and 
faders open the way to trans- 
mitters and listening ears. 

Whether turntables are in con- 
trol room or living room, they 
have no place for platters by 
second-raters of the field. ‘The 
fittest shall survive’ is just as 
true musically as biologically. 
The name bands are top cream 
and to say that you pick for 
names and not for music is 
‘equivalent to direct self-con- 
tradiction. 

Here, in the Southland, where 
jitterbugs eat grits and speak 
with a drawl, we like our name 
bands, too. The collegiate herd 
is just as anxious to hear T. 
Dorsey’s latest swing classic, to 
watch Little Jack Little’s fin- 
gers at work, to smile at Kay 
Kyser’s ‘Lessdance,’ as our Yan- 
kee friends. But the name of the 
stick-waver is not the only rea- 
son for shelling out the shekels 
when the big-timé boys come 
to town. We expect talent and 
originality, the very reasons 
why the Dorseys, Lombardos, 
the Whitemans, and the Spital- 
nys are still in the running. 

The essence of all the above 
is that whether our frats and 
clubs choose their melody- 
makers by name rep or music 
rep it amounts to the same 
thing. The names serve the 
music, and we honeycats and 
swingcats like it. 


Frank Burger, ’39. 
(U. of So. Carolina) 


Announcer, WIS. 











Barron over the air, but when they want to dance they all pile into the 
recreation rooms, pull out a record, and go to. 

As a pariing shot, if there is one item Northwestern students demand | 
in a dance-band, we would say it’s rhythm, always remembering that | 
rhythm to middlewestern sophisticates means smooth rhythm. And there | 


loside Sinfl—Mecic 


Action brought by Harms, Inc., against Famous Music Corp. and Para- 
mount Pictures over the alleged infringement on the late George Gersh- 
win’s “Tell Me More’ got another preliminary inning in the N. Y. Federal 
court last week. It was a motion asking Judge Alfred C. Coxe to order 
Paramount to file a bill of particulars in its defense statement that ‘Tell 
Me More’ was not an original tune, while the song cited by Harms as a 











Paramount’s behalf. 


M. T. Bohannon, to Cole. 


lived. 


John Erskine. 


Inc. 


as the nucleus of his business. 


at the Hermitage hotel, Nashville. 


row. 


Hall. 


takeoff, ‘Says My Heart,’ from ‘Cocoanut Grove,’ has no precedent. 

Judge Coxe granted Harms’ demand to the extent that Parzmount must 
cite all the sources it has in either instance within 10 days. 
liam Wattenberg appeared for Harms, while Austin D. Keough argued in 


Sidney Wil- 





M. M. Cole and Mills Music, Inc., have straightened out their differences 
on the copyright renewal rights affecting ‘The Big Bass Viol.’ 
assigned the renewal authority it had obtained from the tune’s writer, 
Latter got to Bohannon for the renewal rights 
before Mills, which had the original rights, found out where the writer 
Counsel for Mills agreed yesterday 
prior right and gave legal clearance to the Chicago publisher. 


Mills has 


(Tuesday) that Coles had a 





Benny Goodman last week brought in his litter of cats to Town Hall, 
N. Y., as illustrators of points in a discourse on the ‘Rise of Swing,’ by 
Talk was the finale in a series of 10 begun Oct. 10 by Ers- 
kine’s discussion of ‘Old Folk Songs as the Basis of American Music.’ 

Erskine, novelist, music critic and member of the board of the Metro- 
politan Opera Co., was introduced by an official of Town Hall who said, 
to his knowledge this was the first time swing had invaded the hall. 





Counsel for Thomas G. Rockwell and F. C. (Corky) O’Keefe have worked 
out a deal for the acquisition of the latter’s stock by Rockweli-O’Keefe, 
Remaining point to be determined is the length of time that O’Keefe’s 
name will be retained in the corporate name. 

O’Keefe quit as partner in R-O’K last month after a four-year associa- 
tion with Rockwell and set up his own office with the Casa Loma band 


Champ record holding band of the country is Francis Craig's ‘currently’ 
He’s 14 years on same location job, 
incidently his first on quitting college and hotel’s first musical attraction. 
Craig is enjoying a rep as a football prognosticator, having called actual 
scores on the annual local Vanderbilt-Tennessee game last two years in a 





Life mag will ballyhoo Paul Whiteman Xmas night concert at Carnegie 





On the 


Upbeat 








‘The Three Gentlemen’ are at the 
Lounge Bar of the Community Shop, 
Binghamton, N. Y., indefinitely. 
Meyer Davis agented. 





Lyda Mae Coy, soloist at WHB, 
Kansas City, left to join Joe Reich- 
|man and his orchestra in Minne- 
|apolis. Reichman crew currently at 
the Nicollet hotel. 








Ken Francis’ orch into the New 
Penn, Pittsburgh, for two-week stay 








Traffic For 
Dance Bands 
Radio Grief 


With the easing of the Chicago sit- 
uation, where dance band remotes 
were banned for almost a year be- 
cause of objections of the Chi Hotel 
Men’s Association to the $100 ser- 


vice charge, band sustaining time is 
expected to be jazzed up worse than 
it is now. Edgewater Beach hotel, 
Chi, broke away from the HMA edict 
several weeks ago and the rest of 
the spots are expected to be back 
on the air by Feb. 1. 

Because of the large number of 
crews located and desiring air time, 
it’s been a mad scramble for pro- 
gram arrangers to satisfy ’em all. 
That was without Chicago to worry 
about, but now with that area com- 





ing back on the scene the whole) 


thing will be that much more acute. 

Squawks are not confined to the 
comparative smallies either. Tommy 
Dorsey recently declined to air his 


Saturday (17), replacing Al Kave- 
lin, who opens tomorrow (22) at 
Jung hotel in New O-lcans for four 
weeks. Latter’s contract at New 
Penn had until Feb. 1 to run, but 
he was granted release with agree- 
ment to fill out unexpired time next 
spring. 





Baron Elliott, staff crew at WJAS, 
Pittsburgh, pencilled into Alvin the- 
atre in that city for week of Dec. 
30 to play stage show with Jane 
Withers. 





Tommy Blue slated to play one- 
nighter New Year’s Eve for Phi Ep- 
silon Pi fraternity at William Penn 
hotel, Pittsburgh. Placed by Joe 
Hiller for CRA. z 





Organist Johnny Duffy into Bill 
Green's Casino, Pittsburgh, for in- 
definite stay, alternating on stand 
with music of Ray Herbeck’s orch. 





Shep Fields, renewed for the 
second time, stays through March for 
a six-month stand at the Biltmore 
Bowl ir L. A. 


oes 


Bob Eberle of Jimmy Porsey band 
changed his name-to Eberly. Vocal- 
ist’s tag was mispronounced too 
often. 








Elliot Eberhard, pianist; Joe Herde, 





you've got us. 


(Next Week: Stanford) 





Nan Wynn Vice Edythe 
Wright with T. Dorsey 


Edythe Wright, featured vocalist 
with Tommy Dorsey’s orchestra, at 
the Hutel New Yorker, and on his 
Raleigh-Kool radio program, is leav- 
ing the band. No reason for the 
split has been adva: - 2d. 

Reported that Dorsey is dickering 








with Nan Wynn, radio singer, now 
on a sustainer with Buddy Clark 
over CBS. Miss Wynn recently re- , 
placed Durelle Alexander with Eddy | 


Russ Morgan to Tour 


When Russ Morgan quits the 
Philip Morris program on NBC Jan. 
24 he will embark on his first tour 
with band. Crew has been in New 
York and vicinity virtually all of its 
existence, never getting to one- 
niters or theatre stumping time. 

Starts with Stanley theatre, Pitts- 
burgh, Jan. 27; Washington, Phila- 
delphia and Strand, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
follow. After that he'll probably go 
into the south. Charlie Yates office 


‘is booking for CRA, 





when Duchin was doing a p.a. at 


Duchin when latter flew to her ill ' tke New York Paramount. Miss 
+) mother’s. bedside. That. oceurred.|,Wynn is on a theatre date in Buffalo. 





band after an argument with CBS | lead alto saxer, and Ed Collyer, 
over circulation. He stayed off from |trombonist, replaced Jack Kelly, 
Dec. 5 until the past Friday (16). Fred Foley and Charlie Fach in re- 
Dorsey’s complaint was that his net | spective positions with Al Donahue 
aggregated only 36 outlets in the east | Crew. 

and midwest and that he was held 
down because of his refusal to pay| Will Osborne does first band re- 
off for preferred time. He claims | peat on Show of Week program on 
that a band’s circulation should not WOR-Mutual, N.Y., Jan. 15. 

be governed by how much it kicks 
in, but by its appeal. His comeback 
was with an added 20 or so outlets, 
every other one or so on a coast-to- 
coast spread. 








Buster Bailey, trumpeter, just 
completed three sides for Vocalion. 





Duke Ellington will play a concert 
at City College, N. Y., Jan. 3, for the 
Uptown Y.M.C.A. 





Bunny Berigan set for New Year’s 
Eve dance at the 103d Regiment 
Armory, Philly. Spot holds 5,000, 
with Legion posts and fraternal 
groups peddling tickets. 





Walter Powell’s new aggregation 
getting ready for Brunswick disc 
series, 








Buddy De Sylva turned in ‘Wish- 


Curt Houck’s Catalina I 
in’ for ‘Loye Affair’ at RKO. s Catalina Island band 


set for a return date at Radisson ho- 








tel, Minneapolis, 
R-OK booked. 


starting Dec. 26. 





Al Kavelin goes to Stevens hotel, 
Chicago, when he winds up current 
engagement at New Penn, Pitts- 
burgh. 





Larry Clinten booked for Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh’s annual Junior 
Prom at William Penn hotel, Pitts., 
Jan. 13, 





Phil Harris directing his band 
again at Wilshire Bowl after two 
weeks in New York. 





Leo Forbstein directing 60-piece 
orchestra to record the score for 
Warner’s ‘Lincoln in the White 
House.’ 





Matty Malneck’s orchestra signed 
for the Jack Benny starrer, ‘Man 
About Town,’ at Paramount, 





Lou Prima’s swing band recorded 
Johnny Mercer tune, ‘Mutiny in the 
Nursery,’ for Decca. 





Charles Barnett opens at the Ar- 
cadia Ballroom, N. Y., Jan. 3. Date 
at the Lincoln Hotel, following Les 
Brown i: ; ending. 





Bob Howard, pianist on the air 
for Glider Shave cream, is doubling 
into the Roxy, N. Y., from Mammy’s 
Chicken Farm on 52d street. 





Woody Herman orch. is set to cut 
four sides with Mary Martin, of 
‘Leave It to Me,’ and another four 
with Connie Boswell for Decca. 





Ronn Perry hies to Miami next 
week to open at the Boca-Raton 
Club, between Palm Beach and 
Miami. 


DENY NORVO-BAILEY 
SPLIT, JUST LAYOFF 


Although they disclaim it, Red 
Norvo and Mildred Bailey have ap- 
parently disbanded their band which 
had been located at the Famous 
Door, N. Y. Pair are now working 
at the spot with John Kirby’s orch, 
an alternate outfit at the Door. Crew 
was paid off after last Thursday’s 
(15) session. 


Co-leaders claim that three or 
four of the men in the outfit were 
ill and rather than cast around for 
replacements it was decided to give 
the entire outfit a rest while those 
ill recuperated. Entirely temporary 
they say, as does Music Corp. of 
America, which handles the band. At 
the same time several of the crew 
have been approaching other lead- 
ers for jobs. 
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15 Best Sheet 


Music Sellers | 





Umbrella Man ...... 


I Won't Tell a Soul 


+tLambeth Walk . 


eeeereeeeeeeeeevese 


* Indicates filmusical song. 





(Week ending Dec. 17, 1938) 


All Ashore oo 00600 6000606 540000400006 0006080000000 8NEDITO 
*Two Sleepy People Kebadd soot bs 6bh60000s6000 0005000 ED 
My Reverie BI OEE Te eae eT 
Night Before Christmas ........+seeeesseeeeeeeee08-Chappell 
Deep in a Dreart ......eeeeeees a4 
*You Must Have Been a Beautiful Baby.............. Remick 
Mexicali Rose ccccescccccvcce padbON00 460 60660000068 
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While a Cigaret Was Burning....... 
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*I’ve Got a Pocketful of Dreams... 


The others are pops. 


eevee eeeeeeeeee eee Harms 
Perri. 
Cole 
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¢t Indicates stage production song. 








ASCAP Avoids Year-End Uproar: 
No Availability Change Now 





Rather than cause a year-end up- 
rodr in the industry the availability 


committee of the American Society 
of .Composers, Authors & Publish- 
ers voted last Friday (16) not to 
make any changes in publisher rat- 
ings. Plea on which the committee 
acted was that since there would 
have to be another. group elected 
in’a few weeks it would be best to 
leave the task of making the revi- 
sions to such successors. 
Availability committee had held a 
series of intensive meetings for 
weeks. The ASCAP clerical staff 


had been working at all hours col- 
lating data showing how various 
firms’ older tunes had fared in radio 
uses. Dominant opinion in the 
committee was in favor of making 
drastic changes in the availability 
standings of certain publishers. As 
the committee sat down for its final 
meeting the counter-pressure began 
to make itself felt, and the coteries 
as a whole became convinced that it 
might be better to see what could 
be done about altering the system 
before putting through the pro- 
posed wholesale change in ratings. 


It was also decided that the posi- 
tion of the larger catalogs had been 
substantially reduced, since there 
had been an increase of 2,000 avail- 
ability points during the past three 
years so. that the complaints of a 
number of small publishers could be 
taken care of. Also to balance the 
standings of some of the major 
firms as these additional points piled 
up. Among those seeking availabil- 
ity boosts for the final quarter of 
1938 were Harms, Inc.; Irving Berlin, 
Inc.; Crawford Music,.-Chappel, Sha- 
piro, Bernstein & Co.; E. B. Marks, 
Santly-Joy-Select, Famous Music 
Corp., Witmark, Samuel Mannes and 
Broadway Music Corp. 


Classification committee for the 
writers in the society also met last 
week and made some changes in its 
royalty ratings. Outstanding move 
was the raising of Billy Hill to Class 
A standing. 


VICTOR, BLUEBIRD 
CARBON COUPLETS 


Victor and Bluebird, both RCA 
labels, are coincidentally releasing 
records by Benny Goodman's crew 
and Artie Shaw’s outfit, using the 
same two numbers on each. Shaw 
and Goodman are very similar in 
style, and rivals as clarinet swing- 
ing batoneers. 

Tunes on both sides of each are 
from Bing Crosby’s new picture, 
‘Paris Honeymoon.’ They are ‘I 
Have Eyes’ and ‘You're a Sweet Lit- 
tle Headache.’ 


From Cowboy to— 


Roy Music Co, yesterday (Tues- 
day) filed suit in the N. Y. supreme 
court, alleging that Leo Feist, Inc., 
had committed an act of unfair com- 
petition by publishing a number un- 
der the title of ‘My Marguerita.’ Roy 














Music had a number of the same title | Oleson. 





Rosenberg Is Victor 





Jacob Rosenberg was re-elected for 
the second time last week as presi- 
dent of the New York musicians’ 
union. His entire ticket was voted 
back in with him. 

Rosenberg got two and a half 
times as many votes as did his two 
opponents, Arthur Holstein and Ar- 
thur Pryor, Sr., combined, 





Tenney Reelected 
Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
Jack Tenney was reelected for a 
second term as president of the Mu- 
sicians Mutual Protective Assn. All 
other incumbents retained, 


JITTERBUG WINS 
DAMAGES; WAS 
SUBDUED 


oo ———- 


Omaha, Dec. 20. 

A ‘big apple’ dancer won a $5,000 
judgment against the Chermot ball- 
room manager and two employees 
this week, charging the three men 
beat him up because he was going 
through jitterbug antics, The verdict 
was against Al Wolf, manager of the 
Chermot; Rudy Mueller, president of 
the Omaha Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce and a former floor manager at 
the ballroom, and Fred Christianson, 
ballroom special officer, 

The defendants said they were 
merely trying to calm down the 
jitterbug, who was ‘boisterous and 
stomping his feet on the floor.’ 








Clinton’s Record Brings 
Repeat at Hartford, Conn. 


Larry Clinton’s record at the State, 
Hartford, Conn., on Sunday (19), is 
bringing the band back for an addi- 
tional four-day appearance Dec. 
27-30. 

Clinton band currently continues 
its road tour of college, frat and deb 
parties throughout holiday season 
until mid-January. 


Protest Music Layoff 


Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 

A. Rex Riccardi, secretary of the 
Philly Musicians’ Local, trekked to 
Washington last Saturday (17) to 
personally protest to WPA execs 
against laying off members of the 
Music Project here. There are 670 
employees in the Project in the state 
and 200 in Philly. 

Riccardi said a cut of about 21% 
is expected before Jan. 15. 











OMAHA UNION ELECTS 
Omaha, Dec. 20. 
Peter J. Christman was elected 
president of Local 70, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, over Rangval 
Ernest Nordin, retiring 


on the market in 1938, while Feist’s, prexy, was named vice-president. 


tune came out this past April. 
Complaint states that the Feist 


number was taken from a Spanish | 


composition titled 


‘El ~ ’ 
Cowboy), Charro’ (My 


Other officers are Harold Pace, 
recording sec.; M. M. Chaloupka, 
sec.-treas.; Fred C. Borghoff, sgt.-at- 
sae Art Randal!, Leo Gamet, Carl 


p, Don Wheeler and Frank J.' tion, is figuring on leaving for Flo- | several 


Wayne King’s $1,410 
Lincoln, Dec. 20. 

Wayne King topped all the bands 
of the last three months at the Turn- 
pike Casino here, getting $1,410 for 
the night (16) at $2.20 advance and 
$2.70 at the door. King, en route east 
to Chi from the Coast, made this his 
last stop before the Drake hotel. 

Goes in three months to the Astor, 








PUBS’ ACCORD 
WITH RCA 
EXPECTED — 


Publishers, as represented by 
Harry Fox, agent and trustee in the 
Music Publishers. Protective Asso- 
ciation, will likely work out an 
agreement with RCA Victor on the 
matter of a special royalty for discs 
used in coin-operated machines as 
soon as Victor counsel become avail- 
able for negotiation of terms. Once 
Victor binds itself to such agreement 
it is expected that the Decca Record 
Co. and the American Record Co., 
now owned by CBS, will quickly fol- 
low suit. When and if the publish- 
ers’ proposition goes through it will 
mean an added income of between 
$1,500,000 and $2,000,000 from this 
source, 





Indications have already been 
given by Victor that it is ready to 
bind itself to a special licensing 
agreement covering records used in 
coin machines. Victor reps explained 
last week that the only thing that 
has been holding up discussions in 
that direction is the circumstance 
that company counsel has been tied 
up by trial of Victor’s suit against 


Robbins Group, Berlin, Ine. Hold 


Out on ASCAP Membership 
Renewal; NAB and SPA Loom 








Paul Whiteman and WNEW, N. Y., 
before Judge Vincent Libell in the 
N. Y. Federal court. 


Or Else 


What has made Victor particularly 
anxious to get together with the 
publisher is the recording impasse 
that has developed since Nov. 28 
when Fox notified all recording com- 
panies that they would have to ac- 
cept a new licensing form which, in 
effect, restricted its application to 
discs made for home use. Phono- 
graph companies’ immediate reaction 
was the announcement that rather 
than yield to this new form they 
would resort to the compulsory pro- 
vision of the copyright law and pay 
a straight 2c royalty instead of the 
former 1%c. 


Result in phonograph company 
quarters since then has been two- 
fold; some new numbers have been 
recorded and not released or listed, 
while two of the manufacturers have 
elected to avoid using anything not 
licensed prior to Nov. 28. Publish- 
ers have consistently refused to 
waive the rights or restrictions stipu- 
lated in the new MPPA license form 
and the manufacturers have been 
reluctant about running into a test 
suit on the coin-machine issue. Fox 
has based his right to collect a 
special fee for coin-machine records 
on the provision of the copyright 
law which gives the copyright owner 
the exclusive right to arrange his 
work. The pubs are asking for 5c 
per number on coin-machine rec- 
ords, while the home-used product 
would continue to call for 1%c. 


NEW FRISCO BALLROOM 


Skating Rink Bids for Collegians 
With Gene Krupa 











San Francisco, Dec. 13. 
Gene Krupa opens here Jan. 12 in 
the Shalimar Bowl. Ellis Levy will 
be general manager of the ballroom, 
formerly a skating rink. Operator 
hopes to get the college crowd who 
can’t pay the hotel tariffs. 


handle the remotes from the Shali- 
mer Bowl. 





They’re Off—To Florida 


Trek from Tin Pan Alley to 
Florida starts this week. Louis 
Bernstein, of Shapirv, Bernstein & 
Co., leaves Saturday (24) for a 


month’s stay in Miami Beach. Going 
in the trip with him, besides Mrs. 
Bernstein, is his professional man- 
ager, Jonie Taps, and the latter’s 
wife, Doris Rhodes. 


The Twist 





Pair of music men were over- 
heard diseussing the music biz 
at luncheon. Two finally got 
together on one point. ‘T tell 
you,’ said one with emphasis, 
‘No matter how you look at it, 
all companies are paying off in 
one form or another.’ 

‘Yeah,’ yeahed his opponent, 
‘In one form or another—cash 
or check.’ 


MORE STEPS IN 
ANTI-PAYOLA 
CAMPAIGN 


Samuel Jesse Buzzell, counsel for 
the Professional Music Men, Inc., 
was informed by Walter Douglas, 
chairman of the Music Publishers 
Protective Association, last week 
that he could depend on the sup- 
port of the MPPA in the PMMI’s 
proposed drive to eliminate plug 
bribery and such practices as whole- 


sale attendance at ‘celebrity’ or spe- 
cial publishers’ nights in niteries. 
Similar pledges were received from 
major indie publishers. 


At a general meeting of the 
PMMI membership last Friday (16) 
Buzzell declared that it was time 
that the work of professional men 
was put on a dignified, honorable 
basis. He scored the bandleaders’ 
command to attend as a vicious prac- 
tice. Buzzell urged that the organiza- 
tion incorporate in its bylaws a 
series of exploitation taboos, which 
if violated would lead to expulsion 
from the PMMI. It was also his sug- 
gestion that publishers be asked to 
agree not to employ any contacteer 
so expelled. 


Meeting voted that a delegation, 
consisting of the PMMI’s board of 
governors and eight non-officehold- 
ing members, proceed immediately 
to discuss the matter of a pact with 
the MPPA. The added eight is com- 
posed of Georgie Joy, Jonie Taps, 
Murray Baker, Charlie Warren, 
Irving Tanz, Mack Stark, Sidney 
Kornheiser, Sid Lorraine and Ira 
Schuster. 


GUS EDWARDS’ 158 
COPYRIGHTS RENEWED 


Renewal rights to the Gus Edwards 
works went last week to Witmark 
and Remick catalogs after a couple 
years of off-and-on-again negotia- 
tions. The deal embraces 158 copy- 
rights. Same combine has also been 
assigned the renewal rights to the 
Victor Herbert-Charles K. Harris 
operettas, ‘Little Nemo,’ ‘Dream Gir!’ 
and ‘Rose of Algiers.’ The sienators 
were Ella Herbert Bartlett, Clifford 
Herbert and Mrs. Charles K. Harris. 
Latter formerly published the three 
scores. 

Among the numbers in the Ed- 
wards group assigned to Witmark 
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Deal is on the fire with NBC to | wards Remick batch includes ‘By the 
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| What,’ for Republic’s ‘Forged Pass- | 





Jack Mills, of Mills Music, Inc., 








who recently underwent an opera- 


|‘He’s My Pal,’ ‘If a Girl Like You | 


are ‘Goodbye. Little Girl, Goodbye,’ 


Loved a Boy Like Me,’ ‘In My Merry 
and ‘Tammany.’ Ed- 


Light of the Silvery Moon,’ ‘If I Was 
a Millionaire,’ ‘For You a Rose’ and 
‘Look Out for Jimmy Valentine.’ 

T. B. Harms has obtained the re- 
newal rights to ‘They Didn’t Believe 
Me.’ from ‘The Girl From Utah.’ 
Herbert Reynolds. nee Emy Rourke, 
did the lyrics and Jerome Kern the 
melody. Renewal becomes effective | 
in 1942. 








William Lavan and Eddie Cher- 
kose wrote ‘So Far, So Good, So! 


port. 





Frances Langferd vocalized with 
Rudy Vallee’s orchestra Sunday for 


Decca recordings. 





Robbins-Metro publishing group 
and the firm of Irving Berlin, Inc., 
remain the lone holdouts in the 
membership renewal campaign of 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. These ex- 
tensions become effective Jan. 1, 
1941. Reason for the rush was two- 
fold; one, to be equipped for the 
starting. of negotiations for a new 
contract with broadcasters, and, sec- 
ondly, to expedite the consummation 
of a new form of standard writers 
contract between the Music Pub- 
lishers Protective Association and 
the Songwriters Protective Associa- 
tion. 

Quite a number of major pubs 
turned in their extension to ASCAP 
last week after they had been as- 
sured that no publisher would re- 
ceive special terms. This precaution 
had been motivated by an incident 
that occurred three years ago. As an 
inducement E. C. Mills, then ASCAP 
gen. mgr., gave Famous Music Corp, 
a letter assuring the firm that there 
would be no change in the system 
of publisher classification while the 
proposed contract was in effect. The 
publishers wanted to make sure this 
time that not only would there be no 
preferential angles given anybody, 
but that all agreements will have ex- 
actly the same wording. 

Berlin’s Status 

While Bornstein is dissatisfied with 
the deal that his firm has been get- 
ting under the present system of 
classification, his major peeve has to 
do with the status of Irving Berlin 
himself in the Society. Bornstein 
has always and still contends that 
ASCAP should accord Berlin, the 
writer, a special class, since he is re- 
sponsible for both the melody and 
the words of his songs. Under the 
current setup he rates the same as 
writers who have one or two col- 
laborators. 

Circumstance that practically all 
the publishers have submitted their 
extended agreements is expected to 
bring the negotiations for a new 
standard writers contract to an 
early close. The pubs have already 
agreed to give the writers 50% of all 
monies collected for mechanical and 
other rights. Both the ASCAP and 
MPPA-SPA contracts will run for 
parallel periods. 


GOODMAN TOPS 
N. Y. PAR’S POLL 


Instead of presenting identical 
cup awards to the first three bands 
in the annual lobby balloting con- 
ducted by the Paramount, N. Y., for 
1938 the theatre will declare just one 
winner, the orchestra that is on top 
in the voting. This year it will be 
Benny Goodman. 

First five bands in the fan ballot- 
ing for the year are Goodman, 
Tommy Dorsey, Sammy Kaye, Lom- 
bardo and Kay Kyser. Poll will be 
continued during 1939, since, among 
other things, it provides a guide as 
2 the public popularity of orches- 

as, 

Last year (1937) the three win- 
ners were Goodman, Lombardo and 
Shep Fields, while the year’s 
trio of award-getters were Glen 
Gary, Lombardo and Fred Waring. 

The N. Y. Par currently has Gray 
and his Casa Loma orchestra back 
for the holidays, while also booked 
for return dates are Benny Good- 
man, Tommy Dorsey, Chick Webb 
and Bob Crosby. 


Teagarden Seeks Out; 
Wants His Own Combo 


Attempts of Jackson Teogarden 
to get his release from Paul White- 
man in order to start out with his 
own crew, which is now in rehearsal, 
is currently under advisement of 
the International Board of the 
American Federation of Musicians. 
Latter took it from Local 802. 

Whiteman has Teagarden tied to 
him with a five-year contract which 
expires Feb. 1 next. Teagarden’s ar- 
gument to nullify is the union’s rule 
anent signing a musician for longer 
than a year. 
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CBS Concert Bureau Calls 
Rally ‘to Explain’; Reported 
Angered by Guild Maneuvers 





‘Explanatory’ meeting with its 
contract artists to ‘eliminate doubts 
and misgivings’ was held by Colum- 
bia Concerts Corp. last Sunday (18) 
at Steinway hall, New York. Ses- | 
sion took the form of questions and 
answers in regard to the agency’s | 
current battle with the American | 


! 





ed that it might be added to the list 


| of alleged abuses to be brought out | 


at the FCC hearings. Arguing that 
artists are not the employers of the 
|eoncert bureaus, but are actually 


| employ ees, the AGMA members ex- 


Guild of Musical Artists. It had been | 


promised in advance that there 
would be no speeches, Reported at- 
tendance varied from 16 to 20 artists. 
About a dozen officials of the man- 
agement were there. 
According to those. present, 
meeting had little actual result. Rep- 


resentative of the management stated | bia for its alleged ‘intimidation’ at- 


that only one specific thing was 
worth mentioning, but what it was 
could not be revealed without per- 
nission of the legal staff. Such an 
okay was not forthcoming. Others | 
who attended, however, reported 
that Arthur Judson, president of the 
agency, announced that it will cost 


000 to defend itself in the present | ing of concert commissions and re- 
vision of the civic and community 


FCC monopoly hearings and that 
‘you artists will have to pay for it.’ 


AGMA petitioned for and was grant- the management’s refusal to permit 
ed the right to intervene in the inspection of its books, except under 


hearings. As a result, negotiations 
between the union and the toncert 
bureaus were broken off and have 
not been resumed. Each side has 
accused the other of breach of faith. 

Understood AGMA members were 
incensed at Columbia for calling 
last Sunday’s meeting. They termed 
it attempted ‘intimidation’ and hint- 








lsince the entire concert 
| spread-eagled by Columbia Concerts 
'and NBC Artists Service, there are 
jactually only two important employ- 


the | ness. 


| 


| the concert agencies. 
Columbia Concerts Corp. about $15,- | aims in AGMA’s drive is the lower- 


} 





OLD SONG SUGGESTIONS 


FOR YOUR PROGRAMS 
JIMMY McHUGH’S 


“FUTURISTIC RHYTHM” 
MILLS MUSIC, INC. 














plained that they are in a particu- | 
| larly vulnerable spot in regard to | 
management. They point out, that 
field is 


ers with whom they can do busi- 
As further reprisal against Colum- 


| tempt, it was intimated that AGMA 
might without further ado call on 
its affiliate, the Screen Actors Guild, 
to place a ban on the agency in 
Hollywood. 

Whole issue behind the current 
dispute is AGMA’s attempt to license 
One of the 


| concerts setup. Core of the scrap is 


conditions the union considers unac- 
ceptable. 





Hartford Arena Reopens 


Hartford, Dec. 20. 
Closed for several seasons, the 





Hartford Arena is to be reopened 
about the first of the new year for 
dancing, skating and boxing. Will be 


|under the management of William 


|Rose and Syd Conn, known locally 
as Conrose Artists. House has a ca- 
pacity of 3,000. 

Present plans call for the use of 
name bands on Saturday nights with 
a 55c. top. Other night for dancing 
will be Mondays with local bands 
used, 

















A Hit Parade Story In Song 


AN OLD CURIOSITY SHOP 


Abner Silver and Guy Wood 


* 





* 


The Biggest Torch Ballad In Years 


WHO BLEW OUT THE FLAME? 


By Mitchell Parish and Sammy Fain 


Honolulu’s No. 1 Song Hit 


A SONG OF OLD HAWAII 








By Gordon Beecher and Johnny Noble 


A Distinctive Novelty— 


ANNABELLE 


urke Bivens and Mitchell Parish 


* 


By Wayne King, 8 


The Year's Most Beautiful Ballad 


MIDNIGHT ON THE TRAIL 


By Clay Boland and Bickley Reichner 


* 


From the M-G-M Picture “The Great Waltz” 


dc ONE DAY WHEN WE WERE YOUNG 


By Oscar Hammerstein Il and Jo 





Bigger Than “ Josephine” 





hann Strauss li 
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Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined Ugs, of current tunes on NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS 


(WABC) computed for the week from Monday through Sunday (Dec. 12-18). 


Total represents accumulated 


performances on the two major networks from 8 a. m. to 1 a.m, In ‘Source’ column, * denotes film song, ¢ legit 


tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itselj. 


GRAND 
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BAND BOOKINGS 








Glenn Miller, Paradise Restaurant, 
N.Y., Dec. 23. 


Larry Clinton, Paramount, 
ark, Jan. 15. 

Larry Funk, Village Barn, N.Y., 
Dec. 19, two weeks. Texas Jim 
Lewis’ cowboy crew succeeds Funk 
on Jan. 6 for eight weeks via ROK. 

Billy Bear, Paramount theatre, Ft. 
Wayne, Ind., Jan. 20. Andrews Sis- 
ters accomp. 

Al Donahue, Palm Island Casino, 


New- 


Palm Island, Fla., Jan. 12, eight 
weeks. 
Lani McIntire, Lookout House, 


Covington, Ky., Jan. 3, two weeks. 

Beau Brummels, combo, Interna- 
tional, N.Y., Dec. 24. 

Marvin Frederic, Atlanta Biltmore 
hotel, Dec. 16, five weeks. Closed at 
Park Plaza hotel, St. Louis. 

Buddy Fisher renewed at Beverly 
Hills club, Newport, Ky., to Jan. 1. 

Earl Mellen, Crystal Terrace ball- 
room, Louisville, Ky., Dec. 28 to 
Jan. 10. Buddy Fisher doing a re- 
turn, replaces Jan. 11. 

Biltmore Boys, Carlton hotel, 
Washington, D. C., Jan. 6, indef. 

Red Nichols, Nicollet hotel, ‘Jin- 
neapolis, Dec. 31, four weeks. 

Freddy Fisner’s Schnickelfritz 
band exits Village Barn, N. Y., Dec. 
18, for dates at Palace theatre, Cleve- 
land, Dec. 23, and Shubert, Cincin- 
nati. Dec. 30. 

Eddie Albany, Hawaiian Paradise, 
Hollywood, Dec. 14, three weeks. 

Dave Konaii’s Hawaiians exiting 
Tucson hotel, Tucson, Ariz., Dec. 23. 

John Gart, Shelton hotel, N. Y., 
Dec. 17. 

Gerry Morton, Savoy-Plaza hotel, 
N. Y., Dec. 15. 

Bobby Parks, Plaza hotel, N. Y., 
Dec. 20. 

Jack Marshard, Plaza hotel, N. Y., 
Jan. 24, replacing Eddy Duchin. 

Joe Stern, Ormand Beach hotel, 
Ormand Beach, Fla., Dec. 21. 

Hilbert Serbin returned to Elbow 
Beach hotel, Paget, Bermuda, Dec. 
20, for ninth consecutive year. 

Dave Garson set for Casa Marina, 
Key West, Fla., Dec. 18. 

Howard Lanin one-niting eastern 
seaboard for Bill McElwee office out 
of Philly. 

Barney Rapp, Gibson hotel, Cin- 
cinnati, Jan. 6 through Feb. 2. 

Leon Mojica started one-niting for 
CRA. Dec, 16. Exited El Patio, San 
Francisco. 

Ambassador, strollers, Seelbach 
hotel, Louisville, Ky., Dec. 19, four 
weeks, 

Joseph Sudy stays at Sir Francis 
Drake hotel, San Francisco, until 
February, 

Commanders, Orlando hotel, De- 
catur, Ill, Dec. 19, two weeks. 

Embassy Four, troubadors, Wood- 
ruff hotel, Joliet, Ill, Dec. 23, two 











weeks. 








Hartford, Dec. 20. 

Will of Alma Gluck Zimbailist, 
opera singer, was admitted to pro- 
bate here by Judge Harry Smith 
on Wednesday (14). Under terms 
of the will Barnard College of New 
York City will receive $10,000; Union 
Chapel, Fishers Island, N. Y., $1,000; 
St. Thomas Church in New York 


City, $1,000. Two grandaughters are | 


each left 100 shares of Time, Inc., 
and a servant, Catherine Gallagher, 
$1,000. 

Her husband, Efram Zimbalist, the 
violinist, is given the life use of 
real estate near here. The residue 
of the estate is to be administered 
by trustees for his life use. Upon 
his death, the estate is to be di- 
vided among her three children, 
Marcia Davenport, Marie Goelet, 
and Efram Zimbalist, Jr. 


Executors of the estate are Zim- 
balist, Russell Davenport and Wash- 
ington Dodge. 





Yacht Club Boys signed to record 
a series of songs for Decca. 


Leo Watson, scat singer with Gene 
Krupa’s orch., was released from 
the band last week. 





Rita Rio shorting for Warner Bros., 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Jan. 17-18. 
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By Abner Silver, Edward 


The Song That Will Bring Back the Waltz... 
IRVING BERLIN’S 


WE’LL NEVER KNOW 


HAVE YOU 
FORGOTTEN SO SOON 


ITS A LONELY TRAIL 


(When You're Travelin’ All Alone) 
By Nick Kenny, Charles Kenny and Vaughn De Leath 


HAVE A HEART 


By Mickey Rooney and Sidney Miller 


Heyman and Sam Coslow 















HARRY LINK, 


IRVING BERLIN, 


c., 799 Seventh Ave 


Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
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Picket Philly 
Dont Sign Pronto 





Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 

Pickets as Christmas presents 
were promised niteries here by Tom 
Kelly, biz agent for the Philadel- 
phia American Federatiog of Ac- 
tors local, unless they came through 
immediately with closed shop agree- 
ments. Kelly has said he has abso- 
lute assurance members of the Mu- 
sicians’ Union would not cross the 
picket lines. 


Kelly’s ultimatum was delivered | 
after several meetings with the 
Night Club Owners’ Association, 


called on the prospect of getting a 
blanket agreement, proved fruitless. 
Nitery ops, it’s understood, are 


stalling in hopes of ironing out diffi- 


culties with Kelly through interven- | 


tion of his chief, Ralph Whitehead, 
AFA exec secretary. They claim 
the local biz agent is being dis- 
criminatory. Kelly, on the other 
hand, says that Whitehead has sent 
him al! correspondence sent the lat- 
ter from the NCOA and the Enter- 
tainment Managers Association, a 
hooker greup, which is siding with 
the niteries against Kelly. He said 
Whitehead has absolutely refused to 
take part in the local feud. 

Kelly said yesterday (Monday) 
that any attempt by the EMA to run 
auditions next month, as planned, 
would be futile, because AFA mem- 
bers would not be allowed to partici- | 
pate. This is the ostensible cause | 
of the AFA-EMA battle. 


Whitehead to Philly 
New York, Dec. 20. 


Ralph Whitehead, executive secre- | 


tary of the American Federation of 
Actors, will go to Philadelphia short- 


ly to investigate disputes between | Carroll and Herman Hover 


Nitery Owner to Appeal 


Immoral Show Conviction 


Columbus, Dec. 20. 
Mrs. Esther Jacobs, through her at- 
| torey, has informed Judge Henry L. 
| Scarlett she will let a higher court 
|decide whether a large muff adorning 
| Yvette, entertainer at her night club 
| here, ‘covered everything.’ 





Judge Scarlett denied a motion for 
a new trial asked by Mrs. Jacobs, who 
was convicted of permitting an im- 


!moral exhibition at her club June 


} 


}ecution pending the filing of an ap- 
peal. 
| 


CARROLL'S NEW 
HWOOD SPOT 
OPENS 


—_—_—___-_—_ 





Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
Earl Carroll made his bow Mon- 
| day (19) night as a Coast nitery 
|operator when he unveiled his com- 
|bo theatre-restaurant on Sunset 
| boulevard just off Vine streeet, diag- 


Carroll and his biz managers, Jim 
claim 


recently organized branch of the | that $500,000 is tied up in the new 


union and Philly agents. 
Although not officially apprised | 
of any trouble there, he states that | 


reports have reached him regarding | , 
trouble between Tom Kelly, Phila- | 1;200 diners and 


delphia union rep, and the percent- 
ers. Nitery operators are reported 
also to have clashed with the union. 





Would Enjoin AFA 
Detroit, Dec. 20. 


Peter Ardwin, proprietor of Won- | 


der Boat nitery here, is seeking an 
injunction to hait picketing of his | 
spot by American Federation of Ac- | 
tors, which claims members of an! 
ice revue showing at the nitery are | 
not AFA members. 

After AFA pickets made their ap- 
pearance last week at the spot, ice | 
revue cast, not to be outdone, pick- | 
eted the pickets for a short time. 


LOEW’S MONTREAL TO 
CONTINUE VAUDFILM 


Montreal, Dec. 20. 

Loew's Montreal will continue . 
vaudfilm here until late in January | 
and possibly further, stage shows 
having been lined up for several 
weeks in advance. Until last week 
future house policy was still unde- 
termined, with Consolidated Thea- 
tres, operators, seriously- considering 
dropping vaudeville. 

_ House orchestra has been on no- 
tice for about a month now. When 
house opened last fall Consolidated 
was granted a concession by the A.F. 
M. Local 406, whereby musicians 
could be released on two weeks’ 
notice, but operators did not give 
notice until recently. 

Although booking of stage shows 
will probably continue for several 
weeks, the notice to musicians has 
not been withdrawn, Consolidated 
reserving right to change policy at 
any time should conditions warrant. 


Andrews Sis Nix Double, 
Piay Theatre with Gray 


_Andrews Sisters, who open with 
Glen Gray's Casa Loina band at the 
Paramount, New York, today 
(Wednesday), were forced to bow 
cut of the Glass Hat of the Belmont- 
Plaza. N. Y., following its last show 
Thursday (15). Girls had opened 
there Dec. 13, but Patti Andrews. 
who takes most of the solo breaks. 
was silenced by laryngitis, causing 
the exit. 

Trio had originally been set at 
the Glass Hat for four weeks but 
cut it to two because of the over- 
lapping date at the Par, which is for 
two weeks. Strain of doubling for 
the two sessions was figured too 
much, 














enterprise. 
Layout has terraced effect for 
itables with accommodations for 


show lookers-on, 
|He’s using a line of 50 girls in the 
| two-hour extravaganza twice nightly. 
| Principals include Nadine Connor, 
|soprano; Vivian Faye, ballet dancer; 
| Harrison and Fisher, ballroom team, 
}and Ray Noble’s band. Eddie Prinz 
| directed the dances, ballet choreogra- 
phy by Nico Charisse. Harry Long 
is stage manager. It is Carroll’s plan 


(Continued on page 36) 


| Judge Scarlett granted a stay of ex- | 
| 


onally across the street from both | 


| NBC and Columbia’s new studios. | 
| 


LEW CANTOR TO SHOW 
‘TWO-A-DAY’ INN. Y. 


Hollywood, Dec. 20. 
Lew Cantor bought the New York 
rights to the Federal Theatre Proj- 
ect’s ‘Two-A-Day,’ and plans to pro- 
duce it on Broadway in February. 
Vaude cavalcade has been playing 
'to capacity in Hollywood since Oct. 
'31 with FTP cast. 
| Cantor leaves for New York this 
week to engage a Broadway cast. 








PALM BEACH 


ALL SET T0 GO 


| 21. She was fined $200 and costs, but | 


Palm Beach, Dec. 20. 

Palm Beach’s sunset-to-sunrise lads 
|have completed dusting out and have 
| started throwing keys away for the 
|season. First of the year should see 
| everything on the go. 
| New to the resorters is the Peli- 
can Club, on the north end of County 
|} road, next to the Avenue Grill. The 
52d Street Club, snuth on County 
|} road, is being backed by the Irving 
|Bros., popular brunch place. Irvings 
|}are going overboard on fancying up 
'the 52d St. 
| Pelican, with room for 140 without 
shoving, run by Berlin Griffin, 
who also has finger in Alibi Club on 
| Worth avenue and Newell Tilton’s 
¢ same drag. Herb (‘Charlie’) Mc- 
Carthy is managing Pelican, with 
| Four Freshmen in to provide music. 

Moe Morton, who managed Clover 
Club in Hollywood, is having his 
first season under Florida sun as 
manager of 52d St. spot. Lou Carl- 
ton’s band, Endor and Farrell, and 
Staples and Carlys currently getting 
the spotlight. Club, publicizing self 
| as part of lil’ ol’ New Yawk, has the 
|Famous Door sign over entrance, 
|murals showing Yacht Club, Kit 
| Kat, Stork, Dinty Moore, etc. Space 
| for 50 and keeps no hours. 


is 


More Joints 
| The Patio, seventh year under 
/Sam Salvin management, who also 
|runs the Colony Club, has Herbert 
Hagenor’s band, settling down under 
| the palms after a world tour. New 
| policy at Patio is no cover or mini- 
i 
(Continued on page 37) 


Miami Would OK Gambling If It 
Could Be Handled Delicately, But— 








Int’?] Reopens Dec. 28; 
New Cast, Same Show 


The Casino, 
Broadway, reopens Wednesday 


International on 


(28) 
instead of Saturday (24) with a re- 
furbished Clifford C. Fischer revue. 
It’s substantially the same 
tion, with new people, including Jay 
C. Flippen, the Maxellos, the Beau 
Brummels (3), a troupe of Gertrude 
Hoffman girls, paced by 
Hale, and Yascha Bunchuk’s 
plus others 


music, 


Fischer, after getting the show set, 
sails Monday (26), two days before 
opening, to his London Casino, Mrs. 


MIAMI NITERIES 


SET TO PREEM 
NEW YEAR'S 


— 


Miami, Dec. 20. 


With holiday season in the offing, 
many spots are working to preem for 


produc- | 


Georgie | 


| Miami, Dec. 20. 


From present indications there'll 
be no open gambling in the Miami 
Beach sector this season, with result 
that this isn’t going to be much of a 
year for the 


name talent in local 


niteries. 

The Miami Beach council, with the 
exception of two or three members, 
is liberal, but fears an indiscriminate 
opening of will bring the 
blue-noses in full cry. 


casinos ig 
If the opera- 
tors could be brought together so as 
ito restrict the number and quality 
of casinos, gambling would be con- 
| doned, but that’s impossible. Several 
operators are already reported in 
town, awaiting favorable word from 
city hall, 

The city fathers, however, got an 
idea two weeks ag» of possible scan- 


dal to come when an _ itinerant 
| Preacher, Rev. Eddie Clayton, blew 
|into Miami with the avowed inten- 
tion of conducting a one-man crusade 
against the city’s sinners, notably 
gamblers. He brought a complaint 


against a Coral Gables drug store 
|eashier for operating a dice machine 
and the girl was ‘reluctantly’ con- 
victed by a city cotrt judge. Then 
the Rev. Clayton tried to bring a 
|complaint against a church for op- 
| erating a bingo game, but found the 
| city prosecutor and other officials 


the new year. Jack Dempsey, with | conveniently out-of-town. 


his hotel already open, is slated vad Clayton 


| when the Miami Herald sprung an 


start activities ii the bar on Thurs- 
day (22). Show not yet set but is 
expected to contain name talent. 

Paddock club opens Friday (23), 
with Oshins and Lessy and Leon 
Prima’s band topping. Frances Faye 
booked for later in the season. The 
Colony bows Friday (23) with Ruby 
Newman’s orchestra. Palm Island 
club, with name band and show not 
yet set, opens Jan. 14. 

Lew Mercer, of the Pittsburgh Nut 
club, will have a similar spot here 
later in the season. Emile Melanson 


| opened his new Drum club, a $75,000 | 
Al | 


investment, on Thursday (15). 


Delmonico has taken over the Gay 
year under manage- 
ment of John Prete, and later will | 


Nineties, last 


(Continued on page 36) 
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was really warming up 
|expose on him, that he had no con- 
|gregation and earned his living 
|chiefly from selling books. It was 
| also brought out that Clayton had 
| conducted ‘crusades’ in Reno and 
other western cities—and suddenly 
|Clayton checked out of town after 
| wiring the governor of Florida that 
| he was ‘shaking the dust’ of the 
| wicked city of Miami. But the pub- 
| licity he caused about gambling left 
| its imprint on city officials. They'll 
| be plenty wary in the future of leav- 
ing themselves open to attacks from 
| other blue-noses. 

Only one gambling spot is oper- 
ating in these parts at present, about 
15 miles out of town. This joint so- 
| ticits patronage in Miami Beach by 
|sending a bus around to the hotels 
| offering free passage to and from the 
| dice and roulette tables. It’s no 
| white tie-and-tails casino. 


AFA CHECKS CHISELS 
~ ON BENEFITS IN PHILLY 


. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 


Drive against benefit chisels in the 
past few weeks has resulted in stop- 
ping about 25 of them and landing 
_10 paid jobs, aecording to Tom Kelly, 
_biz manager of the American Fed- 
, eration of Actors, who started the 
campaign off with warnings to 

nitery ops. 

First real test of the curb imposed 
| by Kelly on the chiz was at the CCC 
Club, an Italian organization, to 
|which four niteries, Stamp’s, the 
Purple Derby, Fireside and Open 
Door Cafes, sent their acts. When 
| the talent arrived it found pickets 
parading. 

Cops chased the pickets upon CCC 
complaints, but short time later, 
Kelly arrived and protested to the 
precinct captain. Pickets were soon 
back and the show, except for 
Stamp’s acts, did not go on. Kelly 
said Jake Stamp, proprietor of the 
nitery, paid the performers himself 
rather than create bad feeling among 
the CCC Club members. 


} 
| 
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Dave Apollon Introes 
New Unit in Memphis 


Dave Apollon will introduce a 
new vaude unit at the Orpheum, 
Memphis, Dec. 24, that will comprise 
31 people, including mechanical staff 
and a 14-piece Russian swing band. 
He recently closed his New York 
nitery, the Casanova, after operat- 
ing several weeks at big loss. 


Melissa Mason, Honey Family, 
Three Oxford Boys, Tommy Trent, 
Ruth Petty, Mildred Law. Henny 
Morton, Orio Thomes will be fea- 
tured. Bernerd Bur-ke, of the 
Charles Allen office, has set Fort 
Worth. Dallas, Ausiin, H- ? and 
San Antenio to follow. 
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AFA to Try N. Y. Agent Franchising; 
~ Gain Control Through Member Acts 


Miami Niteries 





Agent franchising will soon be at- 
tempted by the American Federation 
of Actors in New York. Union is 
trying it in Los Angeles, San Fran- 











(Continued from page 35) 


cisco, Detroit and Chicago, where it 
thas virtually 100% closed shops, but 
has not yet tried it here. 

Union has a strong hold on local 
nitery situation and is now lining 
up theatres. Control of agents is 
being secured through AFA member 


ing. Only demand is that agents 
abide by AFA wage scales and other 
rules. 

All agents will be accepted despite 
possible doubtful pasts. Union will 
wait until such time as an agent 
vould commit some offense while 
franchised before closing the door. 
Idea is a copy of that employed by 
Actor’s Equity Association. 


LUPE VELEZ HEADS 








Lupe Velez heads the new card 
slated for Billy Rose’s Casa Manana, 


26. Present -bill, 


ROSE’S NEW CASA BILL 


present “The Drunkard,’ or show of 
Fleetwood hotel, as yet hasn’t set an 
opening date but will be under direc- 
tion of Jack Hume. Name acts will 


entertainment starts Saturday (24), 
with Bob Hall, Towne and Knott and 
Illis Deon featured. Michael Zarin’s 
i orchestra for dancing. Barry Devine 
lto m.c. Hotel’s Hawaiian Room also 
|debuts Saturday (24), with Albert 
| Vierra’s orchestra. 
| 








Beach Spot Opens 
Miami Beach, Dec. 20. 
Town Casino, formerly under man- 
agement of Bruno Trebbi, and now 
| bankrupt, has been reorganized and 
| reopens tonight (Tuesday) under the 
management of Ken Moyer. 
| Name acts will be the policy, with 
| Paula Stone scheduled to open New 
|Year’s Eve. Patricia Ellis and Lupe 
Velez are slated later in the season. 





similar nature. The Hangar, atop the | 


FARR NEARLY K.0.D 
BY NOVA, COAST HEAVY 


By JACK PULASKI . 


Best heavyweight battle at Madi- 
son Square Garden since the Max 
| Bear-Tommy Farr fight from a spec- 
|tators’ viewpoint was Friday (16) 
| match between the Farr fellow and 
| Lou Nova, young California heavy, 
who won over the 15 round distance. 
The fans were well steamed up 
| towards the closing minutes. And 








fully, for the wise guys had made the 
| odds better than two to one on the 
Englishman, the price being finally 


ing on Lou with his arms dangling, 
unable to defend himself. Only bull- 
dog courage saved Tommy and the 
referee could have stopped it. In fact, 
Nova thought that would happen 
and said later he did not wish to 
hurt Farr further. Ref counted two 
over Tommy' against the ropes but 
he came to life again. 

It was Farr’s fourth fight 
here and his fourth defeat. But it 
was not a one-sided affair by any 
means, and up to the 10th round 
the point score was decidedly in the 
Britisher’s favor. Tommy. started out 
in round one by bashing Lou’s beak, 
and the latter’s handlers had trouble 
keeping it from swelling. He then 


N. Y. Vaude-Nitery Agent Group to 
Meet on Legislation After Jan. 1 


Carroll’s Spot 





Meeting of the Theatrical Agents 
and Artists Representatives Associa- 
tion, recently formed from _nitery 
and vaude agents, will be called as 
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ito build the shows here for. a four- 
again the short-enders exited glee-| 





month stand at his grotto, and then 
route them into nite spots in Chicago, 
New York and London. 

Carroll building is:of reinforced 


stages have been instalied, one an 
80-foot stage and said to be the 





largest of its kind in the world. 


soon as the license department of 
New York has prepared new state 
agency legislation, which is designed 
to eliminate agent headaches. Ex- 
pected that there will be activity on 
the legislation shortly after Jan. 1. 
Latest developments. had License 


. orate probably comprise the divertisse-| batted down to nine to five. concrete construction with auditori-| Commissioner Paul Moss wanting to 
g | — : a - m Ss s 
acts which the agents book. aaa | Farr came close to being stopped | ym spanning 12,000 square feet of| -.:-6 the license fee to $100 from 
There will be no fee for franchis- pion a seu. Mebieae F ras } , raise icenseé 
The Roney Plaza’s dining room| in the 14th. At the bell he was lean-/foor space. Two. revolving sound 


present $25. After objection it was 
dropped to $50, where it now stands. 
Moss wanted also to raise bonding to 
$3,000 from present $1,000. When it 


over | 


Carroll: is getting $2.50 for the) was pointed out that no bonding 
table d’hote dinner; drinks from — |company has ever been obliged to 
up. Spot is open from 7 p.m. to 2/ cover up for an agency, that idea 


a.m., the legal closing hour for | was dropped in favor of the original 
liquor sales; He hasn’t decided yet! goure. However, Moss insists on 


whether to make a play for lunch or | controlling ‘apprentices,’ who, while 
cocktail biz. Opening night tap, $10) jo having their own licenses, would 
| per head. ’ . | be permitted to operate from a li- 
| Picture industry is well repre-/| censed office for a $10 fee. 

| sented on Carroll's board of gov-| ‘There has been some squawking 
|ernors. They include Darryl Zanuck, | from agents on the raising of the li- 
Harry Cohn, Walter Woaset. Harold | cense fee. They claim Moss prom- 
Lloyd, Walt Disney, William Goetz. | iseq not to raise the fee in order to 
| C. B, DeMille, Bing Crosby, Leo Car-| get them licensed and that he’s now 
|rillo, Julian Hazard, Earle C. An- | upping the ante because he has them 








at 











started walloping the mid-section | thony, Norman Chandler, son of L. A. | listed as agents. As such, they can’t 


New York, De-. 
and appeared to have his young | Times owner, and George McManus, escape and must 


headed by Lou Holtz, will have com- | 





Opening show offers John Hale, 





pleted eight weeks when the new 
show opens. 

Others on the Casa bill include 
Norma Terris, Peggy Fears, Paul 
Haakon, Shaw and Lee, Carol Bruce, 
Nola Galli, the Aristocrats, the El- 
derblooms and Vincent Lopez’s or- 
chestra, a holdover. 

Rose’s new night club, the Diamond 
Horseshoe, in the Paramount hotel, 
New York, opens Christmas night. 
Staged by John Murray Anderson, 
‘Turn of the Century’ is flanked by 
Albert Johnson’s decorations. 

Noble Sissle’s orchestra tops the 
show, composed of Fritzi Scheff. 
Frank Libuse, Tom Patricola, Joe 
Howard, Clyde Hager, the Mangean 
Troupe, Della Lind, Emma Francis, 
Lulu Bates, Willie Solar, Harry 
Armstrong and Elizabeth Murray. 
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Chicago 
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in Chicago 














JACK and JUNE © 


BLAIR 


On Tour Fuller Circuit, Australia 
with 


“Hollywood Hotel” Revue 











tener; Jack and June Everett, Coast 
dance team; Hank the Mule, recently 
| at the Hotel New Yorker, New York, 
|and Cyril Smith, English comic. Al 
| Dingley’s orchestra for show and 
| dancing. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Lillian Mansfield, ex-Ziegfelder, 
took the first stage of the rib opera- 
tion. 

During the past year, 60% of the 
cases have gone home. okay; still 
ozoning here, 30%; mortality, 10%. 

Frank Wallen, ex-burlesquer, who 
took three stages of. the rib opera- 
tion, is back to work. 

Alan Crane, of New York, a new 
arrival at the Rogers. Needs a little 
rest. 

Jimmy Meehan, a Rogersite bids, 





Rinzler and Miss Syd _ Steinhaus, 
Brooklyn; Marcum DeForrest, Pitts- 
burgh and Harold Vale, Worcester, 
mitting and ogling this colony. 

Dr. Rudolf Marks and Michael 
Kelly going in for skiing. 

Monroe Coleman, ex-N.V.A.-ite, 
who ozoned a lot but studied more, 
now chief of the Rogers laboratory. 

Major John Finley, who did his 
time at the Rogers, now laboring in 
Portsmouth, O., and doing oke. 

There’s a tall-story club at the 
Rogers, with Carl Kern and Ben 
Schaeffer topping the list. 

Write to those who are ill. 


CAFE TO FORMER OWNER 
Philadelphia, Dec. .20. 
Club Africana, operated for the 
past six weeks, by Mrs. Harvey Lock- 
man, was sold back to its original 
owner, Harry Hahn, last week. 

















: in “Song 


‘the COLONY 


Hollywood, Calif. 


nan BlaKstone 


broke all records previously es- 
tablished’ by any other artist at 


“Blakstone’s transitions from 
the brilliantly gay to the 
poignantly dramatic are 
without comparison.” .... 


Wire or Write Hollywood Office 
Suite 207, 6715 Hollywood Boulevard 


Etchings”’ 


CLUB, Chicago 


GR. 3056 


—— SS=—a=—S—O | 





CARL 





Thanks to SAM KRAMER 


SIMPSON 


HUMANETTES 
ORIGINATORS OF 


Manipulating Marionettes in Full View of the Audte 
Third Week—Tivoli Theatre, Melbourne, y on ve 


Direction—MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 
Western Theatres Rep., SAM ROBERTS 


FAITH 


antagonist worried. 
Nova’s rallies later, when he almost 
sunk Farr with body blows, proved 
something of a surprise. The referee 


copped 10 rounds. 


tion series expected to develop a 
likely opponent for Joe Louis in the 
spring. The champ was present and 
probably didn’t worry about Nova 
as a contender, for the westerner 
looked crude and his timing often 
atrocious,.as indicated by the swings 
he missed. Farr’s misses were 
nearly as bad. 


gave Farr a worse licking than did 
Louis, while Baer battered the 
visitor to an even greater extent, In- 
side reports are that there was 
‘business’ done for the Louis-Farr 


staying the limit then that won 
Tommy a certain fistic standing over 
here. 

As for Nova, his supporters will 
now come forward with arguments 
that he is the most logical opponent 
for a title match. That would not 
hold up until he meets Baer, and, 
unless he defeats that pug, Max still 
appears to be the socker who could 
give Louis a real fight, despite the 
disgraceful showing he made when 
the Detroit Bomber took the cham- 
pionship away from him. 

The gamblers had the same slant 
at the Nova-Farr bout as did Demp- 
sey and Tunney, who at a recent 
sports-writers gathering opined that 
the Coast boy was over-matched and 
was brought along too fast. They 
argued that Lou didn’t have enough 
experience, but they could not ac- 
curately rate the battling instinct 
that actually won the decision. It 
was the first time for Nova to fight 
over 10 rounds. At times he was 
so tired that he kept peering at the 
| clock to find out how long it was be- 
fore the round ended. Every time 
he did that Farr would smack him 
on the puss and it was a wonder 
that one of those blows was not a 
kayo. 

Regardless of Nova’s_ claims, 
| Louis’s next title bout will be 
|} against John Henry Lewis, also 

colored, the former light heavy- 
| weight leader. Match is carded for 
beunes 25 at the Garden. 








Cafe Act in Compromise 
Over Philly Pact Breach 


| Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 
| Compromise settlement was made 
in court here Friday (16) of claim 
, act, that their contract with the Vik- 
| ing Cafe was unfairly terminated. 
Performers testified they were can- 
|celled after the first night. De- 
manded full week’s pay. 
| Wynn Fisher, operator of the spot, 
declared the act was not the one he 
' ordered from’ Jay Raymond, agent. 
| Raymond maintained it was. There 
| Was no written order or contract, 
/however. Court, therefore, derreed 
' that Fisher pay $55 and $10.50 costs 
| to the act instead of the $80 it asked 








|and the $14 Fisher offered. 


of Clark and Curtis, hand-balarcing | 


That was why | cartoonist. |amount is settled upon. 


| 


called it a draw, one judge called | being 


it Nova’s match by a one round | Guido Braccini, operating the lay- | 
margin, while the other thought Lou | out, claims an investment of $500,000 | 


The match was one in an elimina- | 


Another nitery spot, Florentine | 
Gardens, a few blocks away on Hol- | 
lywood blvd. near Gower street, is 
readied for opening 


soon. | 


in the spot. which will feature din- 
ing, dancing and floor show. 





Détroit, ‘Dec. 20. 
With biz well on the upbeat here- 
abouts, three new niteries have been 
added to the crop. Downtown Casino, 
under Sidney Berman, will light up 





For the records, however, Nova | 


Monday (26) as Detroit’s first thea- 
tre-restaurant. Spot, occupying the 
erstwhile RKO showcase, the Down- 
town, will have Milt Britton’s band 
and several flash acts on opening bill. 

Imperial Club, in Imperial Hotel, 
opened last week. Frankie Donia, 
m.c., and Paul Henneberger’s band 
top the card. Detroit-Leland Hotel 





B’KLYN, PHILLY HOUSES 
TO TRY VAUDEVILLE 








The Rivera, formerly a Keith 
house, in Brooklyn, changes from | 
straight film to vaudfilm Christmas | 
Day. Following opening bill policy | 
will be two pictures and vaude. | 

Larry Clinton and other name) 
bands are currently being offered | 
dates. Spot will be split week with 
only the opening bill set so far. Ini- | 
tialer is NTG’s unit, with the Slate 
Bros. (13), 





Philly Theatre Back 

Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 

Lincoln theatre, vaudeless . two 
years, will unveil again Friday (23). | 
Will be operated on former policy | 
of Negro talent plus subsequent-run | 
films. House, owned by Morris Wax | 
and associated interests, was used 
for Yiddish legit last season. | 
Nixon’s Grand, which operates on 
similar policy, has signed Louis | 
Armstrong for New Year’s week. | 


Lenny-Statlers Sail 


Jack Lenny and the Statler Twins 
sailed from New York Dec. 15 to 
open at the Casino da Urca, Rio de | 
Janeiro, Dec, 31. The Rio Bros and 
Three Biltmorettes sail Feb. 15 for 
same spot while the Bryants leave ' 
for there Dec. 31. | 

Charles Allen office set deals. 








pay whatever 
Moss has 
also promised not to supervise books 


| of agents, long a bone of contention. 


States all he’ll require is that a con- 
tract on every deal be kept on file. 
New law will not demand that rec- 
ords and books be kept open to li- 
censing department. , 

Moss is circularizing theatrical at- 
torneys for purpose of licensing 
those who might be acting as agents 
also. 

Attorneys have in the past acted 
without licenses as agents though ‘it’s 
never been proven. Agents have 
squawked repeatedly about the un- 
fair competition and Moss promised 
that those whom he could catch 
would be prosecuted similarly to 
other licenseless agents, 


Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 
Appointment of a license commis- 


| Sioner will be sought at the next ses- 


| recently made a grand slam in bridge | match and that the colored socker| opened its Grenadier Room last! sion of the legislature by the Entere 
jand hasn’t been the same since. did not intend to knockout the Eng- | week. tainment Managers _ Association 
Currently at the Sidney Davidson, N. Y.; Irene|lishman. It was on the strength of Agents, through the commissioner, 


hope to clean out an unhealthy cone 
dition in their ranks through the li- 
censing of agents. 











EDDIE PEABODY 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 
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Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
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BOB ROSEN 
Artists’ Representative 
Extends Merry Christmas and 


Happy New Year to All 
His Friends 
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“The Greek Ambassador of Good Will” 
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Just Jolly Good Fellows 





Waiters Strike, So Customers Serve Themselves at 


Harry Richman’s N. Y. Cafe 





A half-hour walkout on the new 
Harry Richman club, the Road to 
Mandalay, at the peak of Saturday 
night’s (17) biz, was taken in good 
spirit while it lasted. The bartenders 
didn’t join the waiters’ union strike, 
so the customers helped themselves 
to beverage until service became 
normal. 

Richman announced from the floor 
that a mixture of union and non- 
union service men caused the jam, 
and if they wanted to be ‘real nice’ 
they could go out and fetch their 
own drinks, etc. One party went to 
the corner liquor store and brought 
back a bottle. Within the hour, how- 


ever, a quick settlement was ef- 
fected. 

Since opening Thursday (15), the 
new room, which cost almost 


$200,000, has been getting the ‘right 
people’ to a $1.50 and $2.50 couvert. 
Richman has 50% of the spot while 
he’s in it, which will be until Feb. 
15 or so, when he does his usual 
Florida hegira. The Wolf-Sharp 
hotel management run the nitery as 
part of their Delmonico hotel. 


‘INDECENT’ SHOWS BRING 
SYRACUSE CAFE PROBE 


Syracuse, Dec. 20. 

The damper was placed on Syra- 
cuse niteries this week by Chief of 
Police William E. Rapp, following 
complaints concerning ‘indecent’ 
shows. A special squad was organ- 
ized to make checks on every spot 
in the city. 

Squad urged to make particular 
check on the ages of some of the 
entertainers in the lesser spots for 
the purpose of nabbing those em- 
ploying minors. 

Loss of liquor licenses, seen for 
violators caught, would result in 
folding nearly every case, it’s held. 











Instruments Stolen 


Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 20. 
Orville Jackson and Bennie Sal- 
kowski, night club musicians, lost 
an accordion and guitar valued at 
= when their auto was robbed 
ere. 
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WILLIE and EUGENE 


HOWARD 





Can’t Eat Type 





Tops for frank offer to trade 
coffee and cakes for white space 
in the newspapers is the letter 
sent out from Hotel Delmonico, 
N. Y., along with a three page 
story about Harry Richman’s 
Road to Mandalay supper spot 
there. It goes: 

If you will print the at- 
tached story and send me a 
copy of your publication con- 
taining it I will arrange a 
table for two on any Monday 
or Tuesday night (not a holi- 
day) with our compliments. 

This will include supper 
and dancing and the show, 

‘ but will not include bever- 
ages. 
S. Jay Kaufman, 
Publicity Director. 


AFA GOES AFTER 














Broadway vaudfilmers will be met 
individually by the American Fed- 
/eration of Actors, it was decided 
this week. Theatre reps met col- 
lectively last week with the union. 

The Roxy has been selected as first 
to be contacted, because, union states, 
conditions there are worse than in 
any of the Main Stem houses, Prin- 
cipals are not present concern of 
union because their. problems don’t 
| nearly approach those of the line 
girls. 

Union wants closed shop and $60 
scale for principals. Chorus pay 
hasn't been definitely set yet, though 
$40 has been suggested. 





Lucien-Ashour, Robinsons 


Lucien and Ashour and Robinson 
Twins go into Chez Paree, Chicago, 


Small of the Morris office. Milton 
Berle and Grace Barrie recently 
set on same bill. 


Lou Breese orchestra holds over. 


Negro Guild’s 36 Net 


After tallying the take, Negro 
Actors’ Guild regards its first bene- 











“Hollywood Hotel” Revue 


TOURING 
Fuller Circuit, Australia 
Per. Address 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
NEW YORK 





| fit as only a mild success. The 46th 
| St. theatre (N. Y.) benefit Dec. 11 
grossed $8,697 on program and 
| tickets. Expenses will reach $5,165. 

Dailies refused to cooperate on 
| publicity, according to NAG, which 
| hurt. Box office prices were slashed 
| after 7:30 p.m. 





























CASS, 


(Week 


By Public Appointment—To Entertain 


and TOPSY 


LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 


Direction: MAX TISHMAN 


OWEN 


Dec. 22) 
- 











BWAY HOUSES 


Set for Chez Paree, Chi 


opening Dec. 23. Booked by Paul 


ST. LOUIS’ REFORM WAVE 


Cleric Threatens Law on 3 Niteries 
For Using Femme Impersonators 








St. Louis, Dec. 20. 
Three local niteries, whose iden- 
tities temporarily are being con- 
cealed, are under the surveillance of 
Rev. Mary Ellis and a group of local 
femmes she has recruited in her 
campaign to eliminate moral viola- 
tions. Unless the female imper- 
sonators are eliminated in those 


————— lp 





AFA Won't Help Members 
With N. Y. AED Should Beefs Arrive 


Signing 





SEEK EMA, AED PEACE 


AFA, TA Urge N. Y. Bookers to End 
Feud; Claim It Hurts Acts 








The Theatre Authority and the 





spots, she threatens to bring crimi- 
nal prosecution. 

Rev. Ellis created a furor recently 
when, after attending shows at the 
Garrick, the town’s only burlesk 
| house, she insisted the gals don more 


tease acts be toned down or elimi- 
nated. The cleric has said she will 
demand the authorities enforce the 
law here that prohibits one sex from 
dressing in the clothing of another. 
Appearing before the Civic Union, 
Rev. Ellis denounced Circuit Attor- 
ney Franklin Miller for his ‘what 
she called a lack of interest in moral 
conditions. Body adopted a resolu- 
tion calling on Gov. Lloyd Stark to 
| start ouster proceedings against Mil- 
|ler as an officer ‘unfit or unwilling 
ito do his duty. Since her arrival 
here, Rev. Ellis has caused the ar- 
rest of a book store proprietor and 
the owner of a book news agency 
for selling ‘indecent’ literature, but 
prosecution has been stymied. A 
fund to enable the Rev. Ellis to con- 
tinue her crusade has been raised 
by the reform element in this burg. 


Palm Beach Set 


(Continued from page 35) 

















mum and open for first time for 
dinner as well as cocktails and sup- 
per. 

Salvin reports nothing booked for 
Colony, set to throw on lights Jan. 
25. Name band expected, possibly 
Eddy Duchin. The Colony is Palm 
Eeach’s A-1 place to be seen, with 
Everglades, private, having same 
rep. 

Everglades opens New Yea.'s Eve 
under Hugh Dillman management 
asain. Haunt of tycoons will fea- 
ture Emile Petti’s band from Savoy- 
Plaza, N. Y., and George Rayburn 
Viennese group. Georges Metaxa 
comes in for three weeks in Febru- 
ary. 

Val Ernie’s orchestra, long a Palm 
Beach fave, begins to read music in 
Jardin Royal in Hotel Whitehall Jan. 
7, for cocktails, dinner and supper 
dancing. Palm Beach Biltmore will 
have a Meyer Davis unit in Terrace 
dining room overlooking the lake. 
George MacDonald, taking over 
Whitehall and Palm Beach Biltmore 
from Doherty control, rumored to be 
making radical changes in enter- 
tainment policy of both hostelries. 
Biltmore gets Artists and Writers 
golf tourney in February. 

Capt. Alaistair McIntosh planed in 
to manage Alibi Club for Berlin 
Griffin again. Spot on Worth ave- 
nue has been enlarged to seat 200. 
Opening set for Xmas. 

Wert’s Seafood Restaurant, which 
boasts of having the ocean in its 
front yard, was firs’ to unshutter, 
now going into fourth week with 
music by Joe Collins. | ee 
Wertheimer still wandering about 
Wert’s backyard, shaking hands and 
pushing slogan, ‘From bad to Wert’s.’ 

Bath and Tennis Club, exclusive to 
quiet sun-seekers, opened under R. 
O. Middleton management. Toney 
place, private, with wildest excite- 
ment luncheon in the open. 

Celebrity room at Sun and Surf 
still a fave cocktail slumming place 
| for names. 

Flags are flying over Breakers, the 
| mammoth hotel in the colony, with 
'a Meyer Davis unit. John W. Green 
|}and Carter L. Gardner, vet Flagler 

hotel men, are glad-handing again. 
| Big mystery surrounds Dunes Club 
,on Belvedere road beyond Palm 
| Beach Kennel Club. Reported $50,- 
| 000 investment being eyed by sheriff 
as gaming place over which there is 
|a state verboten. The hounds, how- 
ever, are ready to run Jan. 4 under 
legal pari-mutuel betting at the 
| Palm Beach Kennel Club, with the 











|hvunds being snapped in photo finish 











| this year for the first time. 





ATTENTION ! 


ORCHESTRATED the 
Word” 


536 Rush Street 





Smart Acts, Revues, Productions 
GET AN AL. BECKWITH Professional Musical Arrangement, 


in MODERNISM, 


AL. BECKWITH STUDIOS, CHICAGO 


Write for Free Brochure 


ENTERTAINERS ! 


“WAY” You WANT it! Obtain “Last 
NOVELTY and POPULARITY. 


Tel. SUp. 6554 


| lake, under the eye of Barry Shan- 
non, opens when 1939 rolls ’round, 

| Sparks’ Paramount and Beaux 
Arts houses showed films for first 

| time this season on Sunday (18), On 
cultural side, Helen Jepson is booked 

| to sing with Rommany Choir, Palm 


February. 











Col. Bradley’s Beach Club on the | 


Beach chorus, at the Paramount in 


| American Federation of Actors will 
| attempt to bring together two club- 
| date booking factions in New York. 
|In the interest of performers, both 
|groups feel that the Entertainment 
|Managers Association and the Asso- 
| ciated Entertainment Directors, lat- 
ter an offshoot of EMA, should bury 
the hatchet and work together. 
This is no time for recognized 
bookers to be fighting among them- 
selves, is opinion of AFA and TA, 
since the only ones who suffer are 


the acts, which are placed in the 
middle. 


AFA, RINGLING 
REACH ACCORD 


| Before sailing for Europe Friday 

(16), John Ringling North concluded 
| negotiations in New York with Ralph 
Jhitehead, exec secretary of the 
American Federation of Actors, on a 
new union pact with the Ringling 
circus. Contract will probably be 
| Signed Friday (23) and _ will put 
|about 1,200 circus workers back to 
| work next spring. 

Row started last summer caused 
premature closing of the circus in 
|Seranton, Pa., June 21. Both sides 
pmare agreed not to divulge the terms 











of agreement until it has been 
signed. 
AFA’s suit against the circus, 


which sought to restrain it from op- 
lerating under any conditions other 
than AFA, will be dropped. 





Armstrong Band With 


In conjunction with his picture, 
‘Going Places,’ -Louis Armstrong 
makes a personal with his band at 
the N. Y. Strand, following Abe Ly- 
man and ‘Dawn Patrol’ which goes 
in Friday (23). It’s tentatively set 
for week of Jan. 6. 

Armstrong will be co-starred with 
Bill Robinson, who’s in from the 
Coast. Three Peppers also billed. 


the, THEATRE 


160 WEST 46" 


Own Pic at N. Y. Strand 


= 


Members of the American Federa- 


tion of Actors can expect no help 
from the union if, upon signing con- 
tracts with members of the Associ- 
ated Entertainment Directors of New 
York, they find cause to complain 
against the club-date booker, ac- 
| cording to Ralph Whitehead, execu- 
| tive secretary of the union. AFA 
|recently nixed contracts proffered 
| to acts by AED members, which cer- 
| tified right of the bookers to repre- 
| sent them exclusively. 

| Bookers were told by Harold 
| Koenigsberg, Whitehead’s assistant, 
that the contract was unacceptable 
because it guaranteed no work over 
/a given period. AFA is continuing 
| to sign acts in defiance of the AFA, 

Contracts were first proffered to 
| acts about a month ago and immedi- 
ately were nixed by AFA on grounds 
that acts were bound but the book- 
ers weren’t. Members of AED stated 
|that authorizations were their only 
means of combatting chiseling book- 
ers. With the contracted acts, they 
say, they could approve all dates ac- 
cepted from other bookers and thus 
eliminate any price cutting on shows, 
No stipulation is made in the con- 
tract on AED members getting cuts 
| from acts booked by others. The op- 
position group, the Entertainment 
Managers Association, of which AED 
is an offshoot, has stated that the 
contracts are only a means of throt- 
tling its members. 

Contracts, incidentally, have been 
slightly modified to include a can- 
cellation clause if no work is se- 
cured over a 30-day period. 

Union will soon start franchising 
agents and question of whether or 
not AED members would be elimi- 
nated will have to be decided by 
the council, declared Whitehead. 


ROBITSCHEK’S 3-A-DAY 
IN N. Y. PREEMS DEC. 30 


Opening of Kurt Robitschek’s 
three-a-day vaude has been again 
postponed, from Dec. 23 to 30, and 
house has been changed from the 
Ambassador to the Majestic. Show 
will be labelled ‘Vaudeville Marches 
On’ and is being presented in asso- 
ciation with the Shuberts. 

Lineup consists of Molly Picon, Al 
Trahan, Eddie Garr, ‘Fats’ Waller, 
Myra Johnstone, Laura Suarez, Ber- 
nice Stone, Mei Toy, White and Man- 
ning, Gilbert Bros. and Vera Nargo, 
among others, 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (Dec. 26) 
THIS WEEK (Dec. 19) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 











Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (22) 

Dinty Doyle 

Cass, Owen & T 

Jane Pickens 

J & M Mulcay 

6 Debhonairs 

Boy Foy 


RALTIMORE 





Century (22 
Sarah Ann McCabe 


Titans 
Le Paul 
EVANSVILLE 
Ma‘estic (2-24) 
Rev Swingeroo 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (23) 
24 Texas Comets 
Woolford Co 
Don Zelaya 
Salici Puppets 





Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY | 
Paramount (21) | 
Caca Loma Ore 
Andrews Sis 
Fred SanLorn 


Frank Paris 

Fran’ Hornaday 
BY FFALO 
BuTale (23) 

Kidoodlers 
CHICAGO 


Chiecage (23) 
Rolfe Holbein 
Frazee Sis 
James Evans Co 

State Lake (23) 
Helen Morgan 
Dr Hoffman 





Dick Foran 


Ray & Trent 

Dick & Leota Tash 
rT. WAYNE 

Paramount (25-25) 

Jackie Heller Orc 

Stadlers 

Collins & Peterson 

(26-29) 

Blue Barron Orc 

Eddie White 

Joe Termini Co 
KANSAS CITY 
Newman (23) 

Ben Blue Co 

Texas Rangers 

Cass Daley 

Routan Co 

Robbins Bros & 

Bob Oakley 


M 











WILLIAMS and CHARLES 
SUNNY RICE 


ROXY, NEW YORK 
Week Dee. 23rd 


VIA 


MARK J. 


LEDDY 

















RKO 








NEW YORK CITY 
Musie Hall (15) 

Elenore Tennis 

Bob Ripa 

Robert Weede 

Louise Fornaca 

Nicholas Daks 

Pansy, the Horse 

Lou Purdy 

Belle Flower 

Jane Sproule 

Jane Gilligan 

Vienna Boys Quire 

Rockettes 

Corps de Ballet 

Choral Ensemble 

Erno Rapee Symph 


BOSTON 
Keith (25-29) 
Mazie & Roper 
Emmett Oldfield Co 
Lillian Carmen 
Bud Harris Co 
6 Greys 
Hank Ladd 
CHICAGO 
Palace (23) 
4 Earls 
Bellitt & Ene Bros 
Lester Cole Co 
Bill Robinson 


Holland & Hart 
(16) 


Stafford & Louise 
Will’ms & Red Dust 
Randall Sis 
Ben Blue 
7 Amer Gauchos 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (23) 
Hal Kemp Ore 
(16) 


Jubille Fol 

Oxford Boys 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (23) 

7 Amer Gauchos 

Lorraine & Rognan 

Randal Sis 

Eddie Garr 

Ann Miller 

Schnickelfritz Ore 

(16) 


Bernivici Co 





Variety Gambois 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YO 


Buddy Clarke 
Sigrid Lassen 


wre 


Bandbox 


Jim Luneceford 
Dan Grissom 
Gladys Palmer 


Barney Gallant's 


Ore 


| Angela Velez 





Carter & Bowie 
Nellie Paley 
Terrace Boys 
Bill Bertolotti’s 
Angelo’s Rh'mba Bd | 
Illis Dion 
Eleanor Etheridge 
Velyne Hague 
Helen Dell 
Roberta Kent 
Bill’e Gay 90's 


Jim Miller 3 

Sally LaGrande 
Rudy Madison 
Mary Roberts 
Harold Willard 
Arthur Behin 
Harry Donnelly 
Spike Harrison 
Bernie Graver 
Stephen Iles 
Boulevard Tavern 
(Elmhurst, L. 1.) 
C’ntinental Thrill'rs 
Mac Arthurs 
Cameron Crosby 
Audrey Noonan 
Donna & Darrell 


| Karle Hart 
| Mickey Feeley 
} Vivien Francis 


Lois Kaye 


| Bobby Bernard 
| Jan Fredrics Ore 


Casa Cubana 
Oscar Calvet Ore 


| Elio Ozacar Ore 








Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (23) 
Abe Lyman Ore 


Ted Lewis Ore 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (23) 

Gang Busters 

York & Tracey 

Saul Grauman Co 

Nick I.ucas 

Syb'l Bowan 

(16 

B'ackstone 

PHILADELPHIA 
Firle (23) 

Ritz Bros 

(1 


Benny Davis Ore 
PriTTSBURGH 
Stanley (23) 

Minnevitch Co 

Gene Austin Co 

Ken Murray 

Kim Loo Sis 

5 Elgins 

(16) 

Gray-Gordon Ore 

Goodrich & Nelson 

Mike Riley Ore 


Billy Reed 
Philips & Kohl 
Joe & Betty Lee 
Marcy Bros & B 
READING 
Astor (23-24) 
Kemper & Haggerty 
4 Robeys 
(2 to fill) 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (23) 
Jack Grey Co 
Lyda Sue 
Michon Bros 
Loyal Co 
Gae Foster Gls 
(16 


Milt Douglas Co 
Grace Drysdale 
Gae Foster Gls 
Gang Busters 
Stump & Stumpy 


WILMINGTON 

Queen (27-28) 
Will Osborne Ore 

YORK 

Strand (23-24) 
William Ebbs Co 
Gracella Co 
Birdland 





Lee, Dorsey & L 





Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (23) 
Walter Cassel 
Eddie Rio & Bros 
6 Christianis 
Williams & Charles 
Sunny Rice 
Gae Foster Gis 
Paul Ash Ore 


CHICAGC 
Oriental (23) 
Major Bowes Co 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyrie (23) 





Lola Lane 


Buster West 

Lucille Page 

Bert Walton 

Picchiani Tr 

4 H’wood Coeds 
(16) 


Bob Crosby Ore 
Bellett & Eng Bros 
Dick & Leota Nash 


KANSAS CITY 
Fox Tewer (23) 
Gene Krupa Orc 
MEMPHIS 
Orpheum (24) 
Dave Apollon Co 


Duanos 
Gloria Belmonte 
Galvan 
Lita Lines 
Cesar & Dolores 
Ramiro Gomez 
Casa Manana 
Vincent Lopez Orc 
Jay Freeman Orc 
Lou Holtz 
Holland & Hart 
Benny Fields 
Abbott & Costello 
Helen Morgan 
B Minevitch Co 
Gaston Palmer 
Della Lind 
Kay Parsons 
Helen Reynolds Gls 
Betty Hutton 
Elderblooms 
Chez Firehouse 
Al Evans Orc 
John Hoysradt 
Tony Kraber 
Clifton & Miley 
Marla Forbes 


Club 18 


Jack White 
Jerry Blanchard 
Doc Lee 


Shad Mitchell 
Pat Harrington 
Frankie Hyers 
Willie Grogan 
Leila Gaynes 
St Boys 

G Andrews Ore 

Club Gaucho 
Dimitri & Virgil 
Eduardo Sandoval 
La Carmelita 
Nedra Madera 
Marita Ellis 
Nina Orla 


Club Yumurt 


Don Mario Orc 
Eliseo Grenet Ore 
Nena Montes 
Ricardo Sandranel 
Audrey Ely 


Cotton Club 


Cab Calloway ‘Ore 
Nicholas Bros 
Berry Bros 

W C Handy 
Dandridge Sis 
Sister Tharpe 
Mae Johnson 
Timmie & Freddy 
June Richmond 
Jigsaw Jackson 
Vodery Choir 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Noble Sissle Orc 
Fritzi Scheff 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricola 
Joe Howard 
Clyde Hager 
Mangean Tr 
Della Lind 
Emma Francis 
Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 
Harry Armstrong 
Elizabeth Murray 
El Chico 
Don Alberto Orc 
Paquita Dominguez 
Maclovia Ruiz 
Los Calaveras 
Dorita & Valero 
Senorita Paloma 
El Morocco 
Ernie Holst Orc 
El Rio 
Johnny Johnson Or 
Gus Martel Orc 
Sheila Barrett 
Minor & Root 
Famous Door 
Red Norvo Ore 
John Kirby Orc 
Mildred Bailey 
Greenwich Village 
Casino 


Ray O'Hara Orc 
Larry MacMahon 
Valerie Dumont 
Lola Rooke 





Gloria Manet 
Bea &, Ray Goman 








RK CITY 
Hevana-Madrid 


Nano Rodrigo Orc 
Juanito Sanabria OT 
| Carlos & Carito 

| Pancho & Dolores 
| Felipe de Flores 
Sarita Herrera 

| Rosita Ortega 


| Hickory House 

| Joe Marsala Orc 

| H’ wood Restaurant 

| Lee Shelley Orc 

| Seger Ellis Orc 

Red Stanley Ore 

Rimacs 

| Rob Russell 
Pepper January 

| H & Honey Abbott 
Baby Alyce 

| Collegiate 6 


Dick Gasparre Ore 
Vincent Bragale Ore 
| Eleanor French 
Chaney & Fox 


| Bete! Ambassador 


{van Prez’ 


Ruth Elroth 
Sonny Tucker 
Ivan Frank 


Jimmy Kelly’s 


| Joe Capello Orc 


Gladys Faye 
Mary Lane 
Montmartre Boys 


| John Rockwood 


Vaughn Comfort 
Danny Higgins 
Ira Yarnell 

Sid Hawkins 
Tanya 

Adra Cooper 
Carter & Schaub 
Lee Leslie 

Gloria Marsh 
Peggy de la Plante 
Lynn & Deering 
Margaret Grey 


Marquise 
Leonard 


La 
Harold 


| 3 Californians 





H’tel Belmont-Plaza 


| Joe Venuti Orc 

| Andrews Sis 

| Paul. Rosini 

| Hotel Biltmore 


| Horace Heidt Orc 
Larry Cotton 
Bob McCoy 
Art Carney 
Red Ferrington 
Agnes & George 
Bernie Mattinson 
Emily Stephenson 
Jean Farney 
Hotel Commodore 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
Hetel Edison 
Les Brown Orc 
Miriam Shaw 
Johnny Johnson 





Claire Martin 
Hotel Gev. Clinton 
Eddy Mayehoff Orc 
Betty Gale 

Hotel Lincein 
Artie Shaw Orc 
Helen Forrest 


Hotel McAlpis 
J Messner Orc 


Jeanne D’Arcy 

Sis & Tom Dowling 
Hotel New Yorker 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Peter Kent Orc 
Estelle & LeRoy 
Edythe Wright 
Jack Leonard 

3 Esquires 

Helen Myers 

Ross MacLean 
Skeets Herfurt 
Dorothy Wilkens 
Joan Merrill 

Paul Rosini 

Hotel Park Centrai 
‘Lee Myles Orc 
Peter Higgins 
Nina Olivette 
DeRonda & Barry 
Garland & Marla 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Kay Kyser Orc 





Hotel 
Harold Nagel Ore 

Hotel Plaza 
Eddy Duchin Orc 
Bobby Parks Orc 
Morton Downey 
Maurice & Cordoba 

Hotel Roosevelt 

Guy Lombardo Ore 
Hotel Savoy-Pliaza 
Gerry Morton Orc 
Lew Parkerson 
Tom Low 
Dwight Fiske 


Hotel i 
Netherlan 
Tcharkovsky Orc 
Geo Scherben 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Basil Fomeen Orc 


Aurelia Colomo 
Pierce & Roland 


Hotel St. Regis 
(Iridium Room) 


Charles Baum Ore 
Sam Jarvis 

Guy Owen 
Simpson Sis 
Dorothy Lewis 
(Maisonette Russe) 
Mathey Ore 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Boris Belastozky 
Serge Abagoff 
Gedda Petry 
Michael Greben 


Hotel Taft 


Enoch Light Orc 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
isght Brigade 


Hotel Waldort- 


Astoria 
(Empire Room) 
Benny Goodman Or 
(Sert Room) 
Emil Coleman Orc 

Alice Marble 
Paul Draper 
Hungaria 
Gene Kardos Orc 
Bela Villanyi Orc 
Byrnes & Swanson 
Sharon Harvey 
Leon Kramer 
Dr Lejos Villany 
Mary Wendling 
International Casino 
Eddy Brandt Orc 


Maxellos (5) 
Franklin D'Amore 
Grace & Nikko 
Harold & Lola 
Emma & Henry 
Tito Valdez 





Hotel Essex House | 
Nat Brandwynne Or | 


Graziella 


Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Toseph Smith Ore 
Parraga 
Le Coq Bouge 
Geo Sterney Orc 
Anne Francine 
Tisdale 3 
Le Mirage 
Leo Deslys Orc 
D’'Ivons 
Ramon 
Dorothy Dennis 
Le Ruban Bleu 
Greta Keller 
Palomo 
Mabel Mercer 
Bowers & Walter 
Elsie Houston 
leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie UVavis 
Lou Martin Ore 
Dorothy Jeffers 
Jerry Kruger 


Waliy Shulan 
Lee S222 Ire 


Planiation Club 


Skeets Tolbert Orc 
Barrington Guy 
Valda 
Moke & Poke 
Collins & Beasley 
Avon Long 
Wallace Bros 
Lillian Fitzgeraid 
Conway & Parks 
Connie Jackson 
Banjo Bernie 
Lee Simmons 
Pepper Pot 
Joe D'Andrea Orc 
| Rill Seully 
O'Hanlon & Del R 
Bob Matzai Or« 
Iris Raye 
Barbara 
Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Orc 
Gwen Williams 
Peggy Ware 
Leda Lombard 
Katherine Tate 
Corlies & Paitmer 
Rainbow Grill 
MeFarlands Orc 
Judy Abbott 
Marlynn & Michael 
Rainbow Koom 


Al Donahue Ure 
Eddie LeBaron Ore 
Paula Kelly 

Ruth Nigey 

Alec Templeton 
Harris & Shore 


Road to Mandalay 
Joe Rines Orc 
Adelaide Moffett 
Rave & Naldi 
Show Bar 
(Forest Hills) 


Prince Orc 


Lane 


Graham 





Stardusters (4) 











EDDIE 


Suite 2200 


(Formerly Leddy & Smith) 


NOW 


in New York 
(Permanently) 
ACTS DESIRING 
REPRESENTATION 
Phone, Write or Wire 
RKO BUILDING, RADIO CITY 


SMITH 


CI. 7-0862 

















K & R Paige 
Virginia Sis 
Haines, Tate & S 
Iris Adrian 
Renee Villon 
Wally Wanger 6 
Midnight Sun 
Jack Melvin Ore 
Charles Kemper 
Faith Bacon 
Una Wyte 
Mon Paris 
Charlie Murray Orc 
Virginia Uppercu 
R’yal Lukewela B’ys 
Onyx Club 
Jack Jenney Ore 
Merry Macs 
Carl Kress 
Saus’ge & Pk Chops 
Jack Connors 
Paradise 
Glenn Miller Ore 
Carol King 
Marion Hutton 
Jack Lane 
BC 3 


Pelham Heath Inn 
Eric Correa Orc 
June Lorraine 
Marcia Harris 
Alice Dudley 
Kenneth Bostock 
Place Elegante 
Bill Farrell 
Benn Kauf 
Tommy Mills 
Joe White 


Bali 


Charlie Lawrence 
Bruz Fletcher 


Beverly Wilshire 
Bray Sis 
Howard Garrard 
Harry Owens Ore 


Biltmore 
Shirley Rust 
Jerry Stewart 
Ronald & Roberta 
6 Danwills 
Bud & His Buddies 
Fritz & J Hubert 
Hal Derwin 
Shep Fields Ore 

Cafe Caliente 
Luis Banuelos 
Julio Cervantes 
Suana 
Leo 
Luz Dasquez 
Eddie Aguliar Ore 


Cafe La Maze 
Robin Fairbanks 
Rhodes 
Park Avenue Boys 

Cocoanut Grove 
Seab Waring 
Caryl Gould 
Vie Hyde 
Mirth & Mack 
Rudy Vallee Orc 

It Cafe 

Joe Moshay 
Bob Searles 
Bill Roberts Ore 
Jerry’s Mandalay 
Tommy Howard 
George Junior 
Frankie Gallagher 

La Conga 
LaConga Rumba Bd 
Featherstone Orc 


Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Tiny Meridith 
Chas Thorpe 


Bali Bali 
Bert Gilbert 
Kay Armin 


2onda & St Clair 
Buddy Quinn 
Andree Fay 





Royal Gypsies Bd 


May McKim 
Ed. Rickard 
Castaine & Barrie 


Stork Club 


Senny Kendis Ore 
Jose Lopez Orc 
Swing Rendezvous 
Bob Warren Orc 
Jack Laurie 
Vivian Vaughn 
Ronnie King 
Naomi Simone 
Jerry Roberts 
Marjie Radcay 


Versailles 


M Bergere Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Jean Travers 
D’Avalos Dancers 


Village Barn 


Larry Funk Ore 

Charles Carer 

Zeb Carver Co 

Vera Fern 

Loper & Barrett 

Wivel 

Charley Bowman Or 
b Lee 

Peggy LeBaron 

Al Small 

Ted Lester 

Eleanor Ethridge 

Shirley Gay 

Alice St John 

Bernice Stevens 

Ebbe Gyldenkrone 


Yacht Club 
Fats Waller Orc 


LOS ANGELES 


Omar’s Dome 
Charles Earl 
Eddy & Tours 


Beau Lee 
Geo Redmond Orc 
Palomar 


Hudson Metzger Gls 
Clyde McCoy Ore 
Bert Lynn 

Jack & T LeClaire 
Tayntons 


Paris inn 
Rudy & La Tosca 
Orchid Eloise 
Yvonne 
Marguerite & M 
Dominic Columbo 
Thora Matthison 
Henry Monet 
Chuck Henry Orc 
P Selznick’s Club 
Freddy Castle 
Dick Haynes 
Frankie Cook 
Kay Marlowe 
Max Fidler Ore 

Seven Seas 
Lillian Gibson 
Eddie Bush 2 
Al McIntyre 
Danny Kawanna 
Kay Kanaai 

Somerset House 
Nonie Mitchell 
Lynn Martin 
Hal Chancellor 
Harry Ringland 

Topsy’s 
Ryan 2 
Agnes Johnstone 
Dolores Gay 
Louis Saunders 
Elmer 
Talia 
Lois Saunders 
Chuck Foster Orc 
V Hugo Restaurant 
Griff Williams Ore 
Charlie Bourne 


CHICAGO 


Jerry & Jitterbugs 
Bali Gis 
Stan Norris Orc 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 


Art Kassel Ore 
Marion Holmes 











| Betty 





| Tedd 
| Don 


Betty Grey 


Darlene O'Day 
oS SAPP 


Frank Pay je 
Mayfields & Virg 
Biackhawk 


Jan Garber Orc 
Jack Gaulke Ore 
Audrey Dempsey 
Frederic & Yvono 
Mildred Fenton 
Rudy Rudisill 

Lee Bennett 
Fritz Heilbron 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm) 
Playboys Orc 
Borden 
Blondies 


Dolores Green 
Fritzie Bey 
Edna Leonard 
Helen Green 
Barbara Bow 
Cherie Ray 

Ruth Riley 

Billy Kent 
Connie Rogers 
Harrv Hover Orc 
Eleanor Johnson 
Mickey O'Neil 


Blue Goose 
Frances Romas 
Alice Hansen 
Sid Schaps 
Evelyn White 
Buck Hunt 
4 Hits & a Miss 
Harry Singer Ure 


Brevoort Hotei 
(Crystal Reem) 


Florence Schubert 
Charles Baldwin 
Grace Katrot 
Norma Ballard 
Broadmoeont 
Herb Rudolph Ore 
Loretta Owens 
Belle Stone 
Billy Fargo 
Bee Jones 
Jane Cline 
Pat & Jerry 
Adorables 
Henry Simons 
Caravan 
Eddie Gorman 
Rocke Remano 
4 O'Grady 
forgan 
Dot & Jerry 
Kdna Leonard 


| Carl Scholtz Ore 


Chez Paree 


Eddie Garr 
Frazee Sis 


| Varsity 8 


| Evans 





Ruth Petty 
Juvelys 

Lois Harper 

Bob Hanon 

Lou Breese Ore 
Don Orlando Ore 
Adorables 


Club Al 
Larry Ross 
Millicent DeWitt 
Sally Hyde 
Dorothy Dawn 
Adelia Hart 
Leo Franz Ore 


Club Alabam 


Jacqueline Allen 
Tom Murray 
Red Barger 
Country Hunt 
Jack Irving 
Mildred Jordan 
Allen Cole 
EMe Burton 
Bernie Adler 
Dave Unells Orc 
Chalk Robinson Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Club Spanish 
Fowler & Walsh 
Eddie Mark 
Pinky Tracy 
Bob Davis Ore 
Loretta DeBoer 


Coiony Club 
Maxine Sullivan 
Jose Manzanares Or 
Keith Beecher Orc 

Colosimos 


B & F Gilbert 

Jackson, Reeves & 8 

Inga Borg 

DeMay, Moore & M 

Roberta Roberts 

Lois Maree 

Bobby Danders 

Lullal & Miy 

Lyle Foster 

Bed Hyatt 

Pronaph Gis 

Hollywood 6 

Henri Gendron Orc 
Clab Delisa 

Jean Gay 

Rhythm Willie 

Mary Russell 

Lilyan Christian 

Kennedy & Jenkins 

Pegley Jefferson 

Wesley Long 

Sam Theard 

Charles tsom 

Partello Gis 

Red Saunders Oro 


Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Reem) 
George Olsen Orc 
Imogene Coca 
Jimmy Brierly 
Massey & Miller 
Jerry Munson 
Phyllis Colt 
Bob Burton 


Kirk Alyn 
Henry Russell 
Dutch’s 


Ralph Cook Rev 
Rittman Dancers 
Roberta 

Peggy Moore 
Helen Dove 
Mort Lund Ore 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Room) 

Jay Mills Ore 

Frank Payne 

Burton 2 

Harriet Smith Gls 
885 Club 


Johnny Howard 
Virginia Gibson 
Meta Carlyle 
Nino Rinaldo Ore 
El Dumpe 
Jimmy Ames 
Eleanor Leonard 
Thelma White 
Claire Bogush 
Estille Bikow 
Alma Skaggs 
Helen Dee 
Miidred Travis 
Kitty O’Brien 
Dot Keith Gis 
Eddy Makins 
V Canova Ore 


Famous Door 


Bsther Whittington 
Bryan Wolf 





s 


Wednesday, December 21, 1938 





a 
— oo re eee 





aD 
Jerry Paige Paimer House Sherry 
Terry O'Toole (Empire Room) Patricia Perry 
Castellanos Ore Orrin Tucker Ore B & L Cook 
/ Collette 
4th Club Bonnie Baker Fesenan 
J Bailey Sis ta. ‘all 
Homer Roveru Sextette sois Cornwa 


Ruth Barton 
Estelle Ellis 
Jeanne 
Shirley Lucky 
Shorty Ball Ore 
Franke’s Casino 
Nadja 
Dave Tannen 
Mildred Jordan 
Jack & J Sherman 
Adelaide Kirkoft 
Casino Gis 
Tonya 
Lick, Hardin 
Thelma Marland 
Buddy Kirbie 
tocke Elisworth 
Bob Tinsley Ore 
Gay 900 
Joan Rogers 
Joan Joyce 
Marion Peters 
Vee Ames Gls 
Geo Anderson 
Lew King 
Colleen 
B Danders Jr Ore 
Grand Terrace 
Sonny & Sonny 
Dusty Fletcher 
Howell & Coles 
Sallie Gooding 
Dottie Saunders 
Streamline Sue 
Connie Harris 
Leonard Reed Gls 
Earl Hines Orc 


Graemere Hotel 

(Glass House Rm) 

Rudy Baie 

Joe Vera Ore 

Bob Edwards 

Reth Arden 

Harry's N ¥ Cab'ret 

Mildred Rock 

Natasha 

Cliff. Winehill 

Porothy Wahl 

Jean Mode 

Art Buckley 

Al Wagner 

Billie Myers 

Lee Berling 

Dorothy Johnson 

Rankin Gls 

Whirlwinds 

Sob Ollen Ore 
Hickory inn 

Dictators Ore 

Fred Casey 

Terry O'Toole 

Hi Hat 

Nat Cherney 

Billy Gray 

Jerry Bergen 

Carol Bruce 

Bernadotte 

Joan Marshall 

Kretlow Gls 

Sid Lang Ore 


Hippodrome 
Paulette LaPierre 
Bobby Dunart 
Janet & Loretta 
Billie Banks 
Jerry Girard 
Grover Wilkins 
Ted Pearlman Gls 
Joe Hahn Orc 


Ivanhoe 


Helen Sumners 

Helen Irwin 

4 Hawaiians 

Earl Hoffman Ore 
L’ Aiglon 

Mary W Kilpatrick 

Gypsy 

Don Quixote Orc 

Ennio Bolognini Or 


Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Roeom) 
Kings Jesters 
Mary Milan 

Liberty Inn 
Stanley Mack 
Mickey Sheridan 
Pam Adair 
Jimmy O'Neil 
Millie Erdman 
Earl Wiley Ore 


Ore 


Limehouse 
Barney Richards Or 

McGraws 
George DeCosta 
Jack Tilson | 
Chick Williams 
Jane Imes 
Dooley 
Uella Thomas 
Phil Chinard 
Chuck Andrews 


McLaughlins 
Charlene 
Paty Ruth 
Tonita 
Marita Ryan 
Mickey Dunn 
Sammy Bari 
Jules Novit Orc 


Melody Mill 
Tiny Hill Ore 


Miami Club 


Belva White 

Earl Rickard 
Spencer & Foleton 
Alice Tannen 
Bob-O-Lyn Gls 
Johnny Parkers Or 


Millstone 

Ann Millstone 
Ann Howard 
Irene Fortez 
Roy Swift Orc 

Mineet Club 
Betty Jerome 
Del Estes 
Cookie Sidel 
Johnny Elliot 
Dor’thy DeHought'np 
Art Fisher Orc 
Rita DeVore 


Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 


House) 
Manfred Gotthelt 
Nameless Cafe 
3 Loose Screws 
Ona Mayo 
Ed Leon 
Evelyn Waters 
RaMundi’s Orc 
Helen Samms 
Old Hetdetberg 
Old Heidelberg Co 
Avis Kent 
Octet 
Geo Gunther Orc 


Paddock Club 


Flo Whitman Rev 
Nyra Lou 
Muriel Joseph 
Sissie Robbins 
Genevieve Val 
Sharone 

Patsy DuBrae 
Frances Kay 
Rex Griffiths 
Jerry Frost 
Clint Wright Orc 





Gower & Jeanne 
Jack Stair 
Beverly Allen 
Jean Florian 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 
Parody Club 
Freddie Abbott 
Marita Ryan 
Honey Lee 
Freddie Janis 
Pow Wow 
Jimmy Ames 
Dolly Moss 
Marice & Maurini 
Veronica McKay 
4 Vagabonds 
Steve Stutliand Orc 
Rose Bowl 
Willie Shore 
Ruth Hamrich 
Martha Tait 


Clayton 


Ore 


lew 
Garcia & Lolita 
Yvonne Monoff 
Pol-Mar Gls 

Allen Kane Orc 


Royale Frolics 
Frances Wiliis 
Bee Kalmus 
Eddie White 
LeBarron 3 
Selma Marlowe 
Jack Hilliard 
Frolics Ens 
Mark Fisher Ore 


Sherman Hetel 
(College Inn) 
Happy Felton Ore 
Prof Lamberti 
12 Aristocrats 
Eddie Piatt 
Billy Galbraith 
Louis Dunn 
Lorraine Barrie 
Carl Marx 
Prince Omar 


Don & A LeMatire 
Dome 
Shirley Lucke 


Spinning Tops 
Tony Marks 
Estelle Creasy 
Bill Baird 
Sunny Mack 
Louis Tops 
Jimmy Blade 
Jerry Glidden 
Kay Nichols 
Silver Cloud 
Kal Byrd 
Taft & Boone 
Virginia Gore 
Babe Barnes 
Dorothy Peterson 
Dorothy Burns 
Ken Lestie 
Flo & Arby 
Commadorables 
Hazel Zalus 
Nord Richardson 
3 Tops 
Johnny McFail Ore 
Silver frrolics 
Kitty Lee 
4 Vagabonds 
EKalaine Rabey 
Roma Noble 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 


606 Club 


Billy Carr 
Renee Villon 
Marg Faber Gis 
Jessie Rosella 
Vilma Joszy 
Ruby Bennett 





Joel & Annette 
Mary Jane Brown 
Dolly Sterling 
Sot Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Sky Rocket 
Marjorie Whitney 
Dictators 
Mathews & Shaw 
4 Kings 
B Tanks Socialites 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Reem) 
Carlos Molina Ore 
Rex Griffins 
Houston & Hardin 
Novello Bros 
Marguerite Meyers 

Stockade inn 
Charles Chaney 

Subway 
Ray King 
Val du Val 
Opal Adair 
Kitty Swanson 
Adeline 
Debs 
Ozzie Jackson 
Susi-Q 
Dick Buckley 
Molly Manner 
Betty Harris 
Patricia Blore 
Nita LaTour 
Edith Principte 
Verne Wilson Ore 
Swingland 
Alma Smith 
Leonard Reed 
Car’line Richards'na 
Eunice & Uzzie 
James Phillips 
Charlies & Eloise 
Del Bright Ore 
Thompson's 16 Club 
Ray Reynolds 
Mollie Mannor 
Marita Ryan 
Rommele Fay 
Ilo Niles 
Neville & Day 
Joe Conrad Ore 

Three Deuces 
Cleo Brown 
Baby Dodds 
Myra Taylor 
Freddie Reed 
Lonnie Johnson 

Tower inn 
Helen DuWayne 
Inez Gonen 
Mary Grant 
Jane LaVonne 
Hal Barber 
Tower Gis 
George Arnold 
Frank Davis Ore 

Trocadere 


Gloria Romano 
Adelle St Clair. 
Terry Circle 

Roy Rankin Ore 


Villa Moderne 
Tony Cabot Orc 


Winona Gardens 


Stan Carter 
Gigi Rene 
Douores Lee 
Diane Lare 
Suzanne Kessler 
Lucille Johnson 
Frankie Rullos Ore 
Zig Zag 
Sunny Bouche 
Laura Marman 
Sunny Mack 
Larry Lux Ore 


Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 

Bill Honey Ore 

Arcadia int’! 
Clem Williams Ore 
Selda Castle 
Elmer Hoffman 
Joe Pietro 3 
K-Mar 
Bellevue-Stratforéd 
(Main 


R'm) 

Meyer Davis 
(Burgandy Reom) 
Frank Juele Orc 
Cliff Hall 
Murray Dancers 
Edmund DeLucca 
Adolph Lanza 
Benny the Bum’s 
2 Mystics 
Betty Benson 
Irving Orc 
Deloyd McKay 
Josephine & B Lee 
Marjorie Smith 
Victor Hugo Ore 
Jack Curtis 
Cadillac Tavern 


Dean Edwards 
Mimi Stewart 

Ada Reynolds 
Jeanne Van 
Henrique & Adr’nne 
Dick Thomas 

Chas Arthur 
Darlene Jones 
Marcella Marchand 
Dolores Lakro 
Lillian Stewart 
Mary Clark 
Lee Vaughn 
H Reynolds 
Jack Newlon 


Club 15 
Johnny Young's Or 
Peggy Shields 
Beverly Fisher 
Eugene & Maria 
Billie France 
Amy Organ 
Princess Helen 
Eddie Thomas 

Cafe Moroney 
Scarey Gavin 
Jean Niles 
Lorraine Wiley 
Peggy Starr 
Abby Cubler 
Joe Familant Ore 
Joe Gumin Ore 

Club Parakeet 
Rae Dell 
Emma Stouch 
Frankie Newman 
Burrell Walker 
Betty Fernon 
Al Wilson 
Bill Thornton Ore 


El Chico 


Tommy Monroe 
Leila Rose 
Elaine Martin 
Angelito 
El Chico Orc 
Lewis Sis 
Mellita Moore 
Embassy 
Sylvie St Clair 
Mitzi O'Neill 
John Paris 
Lynda Marsh 
Pedre Bianco 


Ore 


ure 





George Clifford 
Kvergreen 


Beth Challis 
Joe Milikopf Ore 


1523 Club 


Swing King Ore 
Bubbles Shelby 


Frankie Palumbo’s 


De Mayos 
Jacqueline Harmon 
Frank Hall 

Casper & Roth 
Yvonettes (6) 
Bobby Morrow Ore 


Harris Tavera 


Bobby Lyons 
Greta LaMarr 
Hildebrand’s 
Leonard Cook 
Charlie Neid 
Dee Dorea 
Amee Joyce 
Coster & Rich 
Line (6) 
Richard Bach 
Bobby Lee Ore 


Hotel Adelphia 
(Cafe Marguery) 
Howard Woods Ore 

Leu Valero 
Harmony 3 

Lois Green 

Fred & E Barry 
Rene de Jarnette 
Freddie Craig Jr 
Howard Brooks 
Don Angelina Ore 


Hotel Philadelphia 


C Wolf Gis (6) 
Jackie Beekmas 
Adelaide Joy 
Bud & E Cole 
Fayne & DeCosta 
Tony Harris 
Girard Ream 
Rhea Marsh 
Joe Frasetto 
Girard & Carol 
Latimer Club 
(Blue Room) 
Soni Shaw 
Jimmie Kelly 
Billie Lee 
Sharon Harvey 
Line (6) 
Jonie’'s Bd 
Little Rathskeller 
Jack Griffin Ore 
Zorita 
Bob Carney 
Barry & Barclay 
Cleo Barr 
Julia Gerrity 
Johnny & George 


Jack Lynch's 


Jeno Donath Ore 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Barney Zeeman 
Mona Reed 
Mitzi Green 
Stroud 2 
Johnny Burke 
Chilton & Thoma: 
Maurice & Maria 
Ann Kirwin ‘ 
Helene Heath 
Chas Smith 
Jimmy Blake 
J Lynch Gils (17) 

P Cafe 
Fio Gross. 


oa « 
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ion Aiken Jay Jerome Ore 
J een Holmes Orc | Frank Ponti 
yerees hae 20th Century 
Ann Fisher Harold Beswick 
itty Murray 
Febe. Fitzgerald Leon Prima Ore 
Janet Waters Viking Cafe 
a Rendesvous =| O'Connor 2 
Adorables (6) Bert St Clair 
George Scotti Mickey Du Val 
Eddie & Lorraine Grace O’Hara 
Fisher & White Jerry Delmar Ore 
Te air 
2 Kay Lewis Village Barn 
Ruth Martin Dolores O'Neill 
Pear] Williams C &C Joy 
Chet Fennis Ore - | Edna Thompson 
os Beth Calvert 
Stamp’s Cafe Marty Bohn 
m) hnny Walsh Nancy Lee 
re ~—_ & A Martin Teddy Oliver Ore 
Patsy Shaw Weber’s Hof Brau 
in Paul an (Camden) 
Tyler : 
rs be Cleon Barr , o Sle 
Irving Brasiow = Ilse Hart 
Sliver Lake Inn Rudy Bruder 
(Clementon) Ray Miller 5 
Jules Flacco re 
itt Son am Or Herbert Peaeee 
tania-Kirsom feene 0, Cake | 
Charles & Celeste Paredevii Jalton 
George Reed aise Ce 
Sky Top Club Eddie Sheppard 
re Murray Parker Jackie Moss 
Norma Mitchell J & T Shellenh’mer 
ee aeaaeten Yacht Club 
au c 
: Kitty Helmling Ore 
Winston & Lorette Simay Bailey 
Jutkin’s Rathakeller | jj Nickoli 
Bonnie Stewart Dottie Sacco 
Dot & Dave Bill Bauersfield 
. Dorothy Coster Judy Cummings 
Louise Keller Ruth Kaye 
Dotty Lovejoy Patricia Robinson 
Lou Messa Roberta Ramsey 
_ MILWAUKEE 
. Bert Phillip’s Log Cabin 
Pep Babler Ore Car) Bergman Ore 
lub Ethel Seidel Miami Club 
» Billy Knack’s on nase 
Miriam Stuart Ore Nikki Nickall 
Iouis ee Ray Wencil 
Marty 0 Jane Ruhey 
Jean Renard Peggy Geary 
Blatz Palm Garden | Johnny Davis Ore 
Eddie South Orc Milwaukean 
i a Rss Bobby Maynard 
ue oon Helen Kaye 
D Davidson Ore Oasis 
Virginia Rosen Marty Gray Ore 
Jay Jayson Snooks Hartman 
Gale Parker Old Heidelberg 
Cardinal Club Herman Rehfedt Or 
Bud Vioni Orc Donna LuPae 
Chateau Club Billy Meagher 
Dotty Norman 
Joe Cumin Ore Kathleen Kaye 
ces ty dl Claudia Ferris 
Jack Terry Open Door 
Lord & King Tinney Liveng’d Or 
Lorraine De Wood Larry Powell 
Rena Sadler Packard Ballroom 
Cleone Hays Al Cavalier Orc 
Johnny Poat Paradise Gardens 
Little Laverne Anthony Doria Ore 
; Clover Club Paris 
Weber Orc Gordon Bogie Ore 
is Ruth Phillips Norman Ebron 
Eva Thornton Rendezvous 
Marge Young Katherine Kaye 
Eleanor Gail Ruth Gary 
> Jean Hurley Eleanor Sutherland 
Club Madrid et 
Ore Stan Jacobsen Ore Sie fae 
— 5 Bn Rudy Sager Ore 
erate a ‘Soranen Harty may Bute 
Roberta Roberts aig he 
Betty Adler Jean Alyn 
Marie Marsh r Sealer’ 
Rose Steffen a nemalie 
Tony Bauer Ore 
Edith Rae Marie Kecky 
5 ot & Kent Jessie & Viola 
= Sm men Ast Dorothy Hamilton 
‘tu erris Bing Burdic 
Jack Teeter Ore Roma Cestello 
e Ethel Warren Schwartz 
Phil Kestin Bob Eherle Ore 
Congo Club Lee Leighton Ore 
Bob Freeman Johnny Gerg Ore 
e's Hary weed Claude Parminter 
omas ard 
Leonard Gay Ore wien —— 
on Cornies Ship Lady Delilah 
Red Billings Ore Ann Helene 
Ray Block Ore sana 9 Foro 
en B “Vv 
ore Gene — frene Schrank 
2 Ralph Lewis Flo Smith 
Bailey & Lamarr Tic Top Tap 
Devines Eagles | Joey Feldstein Ore 
‘ Louis Pamco Ore Bobbie Cook 
e Bob Garrity Ore Carlos & Dolores 
F Stephen Swedish Or 
it Jack Crawford Ore | Tow" ne Semey 
; ed Roberts Orc 
Wally Miller Ore | T:uciene : 
Gloria Gale Virginia Davis 
Jimmy De Palma Rick & Snyder 
Howard Geiger Betty Harger 
a Hotel Schroeder Wirth'’s Futuristic 
y) (Empire Room) Steve Swedish Ore 
Ore Griff Williams Ore | Bi!l Schweitzer Orc 
Jack Fexer 
Karl Ratsch’s Vallie Jay Ore 
Sepple Boch Ore Ford & Barnes 
: elene Sturn Maureen Rosay 
Larsen’s Rogan & Mann 
e 
: Ray Meadows Orc Wisconsin Roof 
or Lindy’s Bill Carlson Ore 
oa Wiser: Nic Harper Ore 
; affty Ellen Kaye 
: CLEVELAND 
Alpine Village spzene Sis 
a Otto Thurn Ore —_ 
Billy Wells Allan Gale 
Fays Gourmet Club 
Margaret Aemmer | Louis Cina Ore 
: Herman Pirchner Mitzie Wayne 
Avalon Hatton's Club 
Hy Darron Ore Phil Heikell 
aoe Sherry Martin 
, Bob Marchand eaenadian aie 
Cedar Gardens Hanna Grill 
Monette Moore Gypsy Lee 
Rose O'Neal Lee Ensign 
' Jean Arthur Hotel Cleveland 
val re Manny Landers Ore 
] D oere Walt Bergen Orc 
uke Melvin Ore Jules DeVorson 
Chateau Jack Webb 
‘ Pete Geraci Orc Hotel Fenway Hall 
rg ins Gaylord Willie Potts Ore 
ay boys Hotel Sterli 
@ ote terling 
Jack Morgan Marty Lake Orc 
5 Betty Page . 
- Ada Mennen Hotel Hollenden 
re Trent Bele * Sammy Watkins Or 
iy arr Terry Lawlor 
Eight O'Clock Club | Billy Rayes 
Pancho & Dolorese 
Bill Miller Ore R 3 
Mildred Chaplin a 
. Sammy Lipman Hotel Statler 
- Anita James Geo Hamilton Ore 
| : tate “o Polland & Martin 
' onna Wamby Lindsay’s Sky-Club 
Freddie's Cafe Bonnie LaVonne 
Tony Emma Orc Marion Bowen 
i) M’rice & B Whalen | Art Cutlit 
Liliian Barnes Pearl De Lucca 
















Monaco’s Cafe 
Ted & Mary Tast 
Jacques Pollack Or 

Mounds Club 
Orvelle Rand Orc 


Southera Tavern 
Paul Burton Ore 


Den Kaye 
Nick Bontemps 


Ubangi Club 


Troy Singer Ore 
Poison Gardner 
Bessie Brown 
Sonny Carr 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Hughie Merten Ore 
Arlington Lodge 
Joe Raveil Ore 
Laverne Kidd 

Jack Keller 


Balconades 
Tommy Carlyn Ore 
Bill Green's 
Tommy Tucker Ore 

Amy Arnell 
Club Petite 
4 Comiques 
Ted Blake 
Flo Parker 
Chicquita 
Kid Chocolate 
Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 


Eddie Peyton’s 
Jimmy Gamble Orc 
Eddie Peyton 
Mike Peyton 
Louise Carroll 


Harlem Casino 
Sherdina Walker Or 
George Gould 
Rose Morgan 
Fats Patterson 
Billy Knight 
Willie Williams 
Pedro & Dolores 
Dorice Bradley 
Harlemettes (8) 
Larry Steele 
Ozzie Dial 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Lowe & Kissinger 


Hotel Schenley 
Jack Walton Orc 
Art Giles 


Hotel Willlam Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Lawrence Welk Orc 

Lois Best 


Blue Train 
Bert Lowe Orc 
Brown Derby 
Al Waite Ore 
Fay & Wellington 
Pat Lynch 
Tom Hardy 
Day Sis (2) 
Les Steele Gis (6) 
Casa Manana 


Morry Sacks Orc 
Pat Kelly 
The Shadow 
Pat Reilly 
Bob Russell 
Childs’ Old France 
Marshall Morrill Or 
Theresa 
Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Orc 
Lita & J Marsh 
Moore & Revel 
Myra Nash 
Geo Libby Gls (8) 
Cocognut Grove 
Jacques Renard Or 
Gomez & Winona 
Congo 
B Calloway Orc 
Crawford House 
Ray Phillips Ore 
Alice O’Leary 
Adrian O’Brien 
Flamingo Room 
Bob Hardy Orc 
Hamilburg 6 
Don Humbert Oro 
Ginger Gordon 
Hofbrau 
(Lawrence) 
6 Leyands 
Hotel eee Fae 
(Sheraton 
Nye Mayhew Orc 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Jimmy Avalone Orc 
Hotel Bradford 
(Penthouse) 
Leighton Gray Ore 
Terris & Maak 
Johnny DeVante 
Johnny Brooks 
Hotel Copley-Square 
(Keyhole) 
Harry DeAngelis Or 
Hotel Essex 
Jack Manning Ore 
Mary Burton 
Patsy Duncan 
Diane Dubrille 
Barbara Lane 
Duane Marshall Or 
Billy Kelly 
Hotel Imperial 
Cliff Jarvis Ore 
Hotel Somerset 
Harry Marshard Or 


Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 


Leighton Noble Ore 


Walter Bloom 
Parnell Grina 


(Continental Bar) 
Larry Murphy 4 


(Grill) 
Bavarians 
Italian Gardens 

Etzi Covato Ore 
2 Johnsons 
Nora Lewis 
New Penn 
Al Kavelin Ore 
Patti Morgan 
Al Shelleday 
Nixon Cafe 
Fran Eichler Ore 
Bob Carter 
Chilita & Carlton 
Bryce Santry 
Morris & Billy 
Honey Sis 
Lester & Irmajean 
Angelo Di Palma 


Nut House 


Joe Klein 

Boogy-Woogy 

Harry Nosokoff 
Plaza Cafe 

Jimmy Peyton Ore 

Adele Curtis 

Bonnie Boyle 

Burt Layton 

4 Flirts 

Billy Cover 

Riviera 

Joe Berlek Ore 
Show Boat 

Al Marsico Orc 

Dick Ware 

Irene Kessler 

Carltons 

Saunders Sis 

Marjorie Lane 

Bee Palmer Gis (6) 


BOSTON 


Edith Caldwell 
Chick Floyd 
Johnny MacAfee 
Noble 3 

V & M Horst 


(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio 
(Lounge Bar) 
Alfredo Seville 
Musica! Rogues 


Hotel Westminster 
(Blue Room) 

Karl Rohde Ore 

Vic Jerome 

Sylvia, Franko & A 

Rose Roland 

Vivian Von 

Knotty Pine Room 

(Hotel Woodcock) 

Freddy Green Orc 
Keyhole 

Harry DeAngelis Or 

Gertrude Woodsum 

Vic Jerome 

Old Fashioned Cafe 

3 Cyclones 

New Amer. Hotel 
(Lowell) 

Lov Clarke Orc 
Don & Betty Lane 
Ort’s 
Don Humbert Orc 
Paradise Restaurant 
(Lawrence) 
Freddie Coombs Or 

Serranos (2) 

Dick Stutz 

Les Steele 
Royal Palms 


Margie Dorello 
Bessie Profitt 
Jimmy Kenny 
Johnny Dixon 


Seville 
Don Rico Ore 


Southland 


Hardy Bros Orc 
Cook & Brown 
Big Time Crip 
Rogers Sis 
Chappell & Reed 
Beachcombers (2) 
Babe Wallace 
Dean Earl 


Stage Door 
Don Humbert Ore 
Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 
Jack Fisher Orc 

Towne Club 


George Harris Ore 

Maurice 

Charlie Ross 

Mimi Chevalier 

La Verne’s (4) 

Lucille Rich 

Bergere Sis (2) 

Honey Fam (6) 
Trocadero 


Or 





Frank Paul Orc 


DETROIT 


Ambassador Club 
Buddy Lester 
Al Zimmy 
Freddy Miller 
Sophistocrats (2) 
John Platt 
Band Box Dancers 6 
Al Howard 
Peggy Warner 
Charlie Lasin Ore 


Book-Cadillac Hotei 
(Book Casino) 
Emory Deutsch Orc 

Enrica & Novello 


(Moter Bar) 
Art Ravel Orc 
Muriel Boyd 

Chene-Trombley 
Jimmy Gargano Or 
Rachelors 3 
Brucettes 


Club Frontenac 
Harry Jarkey 
Bebe Sherman 
Harvey Stone 
Arlene Whitney 
Muriel Kretlow 
Geo Alfano Ore 


Commodore Club 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
Russ Swann 
Iris Wayne 
Edith Griffith 
King’s Jesters 
Downtown Casino 
Milt Britton Orc 


Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Jack Marshard Orc 

Mario & Floria 
Imperial Club 

P Henneberger Orc 

Frankie Donia 

Capps Fam 

Congo Gis (6) 

Baron Ricco 

Emmett McCoo 

Bill Renner 


(6) 





Neblolo Cafe 
Leonard Seel Orc 
Tudell & Jean 


Northwood Inn 


Ray Carlin Ore 
Woods & Bray 
Ruth Dennen 
Spec & Spot 
Oasis 
MceM & Adelaide 
Elaine Manzi 
Madeline King 
Hal Borne Orc 


Plantation Club 
H Henderson Orc 
Mae Diggs 
Bill & Charles 
Leitha Hill 
House Line (8) 


Powatan 
Paul Neighbor Orc 
Bennett Dancers 
Sammy Walsh 
Santos & Elvira 
Covert & Reed 
Cath Westfield 


Fake 

Gus Howard 
Texas Rockets (6) 
Geo Kavanagh Ore 

Club Ten-Forty 
Lane, Edwards & D 
Paul & Paulette 
Coyle McKay Ore 

To-Jo Farms 
Anthony Grayson 
Milkie Ruth 
Theodora 
Cooper & Madras 
Eddie Minnich Ore 


Webster Hall 

(Cocktall Grill) 
Art Mooney Orc 
Vicki Lauren 
Delphine’s Popeye 
Dick Tewsley 
Jean Shailor 


REFUGEE PIANIST 





Ruthe Hilde Somer, refugee Vien- 


phony, Hans Schwieger conducting 
the 70 pieces, at Carneigie Hall, Dec. 
30. It’s in the nature of a ‘showing’ 
booking, sponsored by Arthur Jud- 
son, 


Miss Somer has become a protegee 
of Eddie Cantor, through meeting 
on a trans-Atlantic liner this sum- 
mer when she participated in the 
ship’s concert. 


TMAT MAY SNAG 
PHILLY BURLEY 
OPENING 


Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 

Shubert theatre, when it opens 
with burlesque Christmas night, may 
find itself picketed by the Theatrical 
Agents and Treasurers union, Lex 
Carlin, biz agent of the Philadelphia 
local, said yesterday that Joe Hurtig, 
who leased the house last week, had 
failed to hold scheduled confabs with 


him. TMAT members will meet 
Thursday (22) to decide what steps 
will be taken. Neither Dave Levy, 
manager of the house, nor Carroll 
Day, treasurer, are members of the 
union. Levy is from New York, Day 
from Philly. Carlin said he was 
temporarily willing to overlook Levy 
if two TMAT men are put in the b.o. 
Shubert, which will preem with a 
midnight show Sunday, was taken 
over by Hurtig for what he hopes 
will be a start toward resurrection of 
the old Hurtig and Seamon Columbia 
wheel of 48 houses. House has been 
shuttered almost a year since Max 
Wilner interests ran into trouble 
with the Government for failure to 
turn over amusement taxes. 
Another burley here, Gayety, re- 
cently opened by Izzy Hirst, has 
folded because of lack of biz. 


e 15 YEARS AGO e 


(From Variety and Clipper) 

















Will Hays organized department to 
squelch fake film promoters. 





‘Benefit promoters’ commercializ- 
ing on show for Dorothea Antel, 
vauder crippled in fall four years 
ago. They were to take 75% of pro- 
ceeds, according to charge, which 
was denied. 





Berlin vaudeville worst since the 
war. Boosts in German railway fare 
one of the major reasons for the gen- 
eral letdown in the country. 





Rudolph Schildkraut and Bertha 
Kalisch are among the few Yiddish 
stars able to play on the English 
stage, too. Latter favored, of course, 
but former is good fill-in between 
engagements. 





The Argonne Players, troupe from 
the 77th Division, plan to revive the 
show they put on in France. 

‘? 





The Gene Bucks are parents of a 
son. They also have a 22-month-old 
boy. 





French bankers are backing ex- 
Premier Georges Clemenceau’s ven- 
ture into film producing, product in- 
tended for the international market. 


A coupla colored kids, Buck and 
Bubbles, the hit of the burlesque 
show at the Columbia, N. Y. 





Thomas Wilkes, who’s been in the- 
atricals for some time in the west, 
has teamed with Sam H. Harris as 
an equal sharer in all Harris enter- 
prises, 


Marilyn Miller is on the outs with 
Ziggy. She quit ‘Sunny’ with a sore 
throat, but he didn’t believe that at 
all. Just temperament. 





George M. Cohan paid $1,000 for 
one copy of Nellie Revell’s ‘Right Off 
the Chest.’ 
Sam H. Harris for her Xmas fund. 





WITH icacppajastahs 


nese pianist, makes her concert debut | 
with the N. Y. Philharmonic-Sym- 





BANDS and ORCHESTRAS 





(Week of 


out charge. 


a minimum. 
Key to abbreviations: 


1270 Sixth Ave. N. Y. 








Dec. 23) 


Permanent address of bands and orchestras are published with- 
While every effort is made to insure accuracy in this 
department cooperation in notifying errors will reduce mistakes to 


B—ballroom, C—cafe, CC—country club, 
H—Hotel, N—Night Club, R—restaurant, T—Theatre. 

Booking Agencies: ARA, Associated Radio Artists, 1650 B’way, 
N. Y. C.; CRA, Consolidated Radio Artists, 1250 Sixth Ave., N.Y.C.; 
FB, Frederick Bros., 1270 Sixth Ave., N. Y. C.; MCA, Music Corp. 
of America, 745 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 


C.; R-O’K, Rockwell-O’Keefe, 











Money turned over to | 


A 
Aaronson, Irving, c/o WHN, NYC. 
Alberto, Don, El] Chico N., NYC 
Alfredo, Don, Cuban Casino N., "NYC. 
Andrews, Gordon, Club 18 N., NYC. 
Ash, Paul, Roxy T., NYC 
Arnheim, Gus, R-O’ K, Hollywood. 
Ayres, Mitchell, Murray’s R., Tuckahoe, 
N.Y 
Baker, Kenny, MCA, Los Angeles. 
Barnett, Jimmy, c/o F 
Basie, Count, c/o MCA, NYC. 


Baum, Charles, St. Regis H., NYC. 
Becker, Howard, Lantz Merry-Go-Round, 
Dayton, 

Beecher, “Gene, Gibson H., Cincinnatl. 
Bergere, Maximilian, Versailles N., N 
Biltmore Boys, CRA, NYC 


Black, Teddy, ARA, NYC. 

Blaine, Jerry, Arcadia B.. NYC. 

Blake, Lou, Atlanta-Biltmore H., At- 
lanta, Ga. ¥ 

Blanco, Pedro, Embassy C., Philadelphia. 


Bon John Girls, CRA, NYC. 

Bragale, Vincent, Ambassador H., NYC 
Brandwynne, Nat, Essex House ii. NYC 
Breese, Lou, Chez Paree N.. Chicago. 
Brigode, Ace, “Aragon B., Cleve., O. 
Brown, Les, Edison H., NYC 

Burkarth, Johnny, Club Edgewood, Al- 
bany, N. Y. 
Burnside, 
ham, Ala. 
Burton, 


Dave, Tutwiler H., Birming- 


Paul, Southern Tavern, Cleveland. 


Calloway, Blanche, Congo C., Boston. 
‘alloway, Cab, Cotton Club N., NYC. 
Camden, Eddie, Henry Grady H., Atlan- 


ta, Ga 

‘andullo, Joe, c/o R-O'’K, NYC. 
Carlin, Ray, Northwood Inn C., Detroit. 
Carter, Benny, R-O'K, NYC. 
Cherniavsky, Josef, WLw. Cincinnati. 
Clinton, Larry, c/o R-O’K, NYC, 
( ‘oleman, Emil, Waldorf- Astoria H,, NYC, 
Collins, Bernie. Ansley H., Atlanta, Ga, 


Cooper, Al, MCA, 5 
Cornwall, Joe, Newhouse H., Salt Lake 
Albany, 


~ 


~ 


City. 
Courtney, Del, New Kenmore H., 
y 

Chauncey. c/o CR 


Bernie, iefosusae ‘Roof, 


Cromwell, 
Cummins, 
waukee, 


Mil- 


D 
D’ Andrea, Joseph, Peper P. Pot N., NYC, 
Davis, Eddie, Larue =o 

De Lange, Eddie, c/o William Morris, 
Denny, Jack, c/o Wm. Morris. 

Deutsch, Emery, Book-Cadillac H., De- 
troit. 

Donahue, Al, Rainbow R., NYC. 
Dorsey, Jimmy, c/o MCA 

Dersey, Tommy, H. New “Yorker, NYC. 
Duchin, Eddy, Plaza H., NYC. 


E 
Eichler, Fran, Nixon C., Pittsburgh. 


Ellis, Joe, Queen Mary R, 4 ee 

Engel, Charles, Harry’s N.Y. Cabaret, 
Chicago, : 

Ennis, Skinnay, Mark Hopkins H., San 


Francisco. 
Evans, Al, Chez Firehouse, NYC. 
F 
Felton, Happy, Sherman H., Chi, 
Fielding, Allan, Adelphia H., Phila. 
Fields, Shep, Biltmore Bowl N., Los An- 


geles 

Fisher, Buddy, Beverly Hills CC., New- 
port, Ky. 

Fisher, Freddie, Palace T., Cleve. 


Fisher, Mark, Royale Frolics C., Chicago. 
Fomeen, Basil, St. Moritz H., NYC. 


om Chuck, Topsy’s R., Southgate, 
a ° 

Frederic, Marvin, Atianta-Biltmore H., 
Atlanta, 

Frederics, Jan, Boulevard Tavern, Elm- 
hurst, N. 


Funk, Larry, Village Barn R., NYC. 


G 
Garber, Jan, Blackhawk R., Chicago. 
Gardner, Dick, St. Paul H., sg Paul, 
Gasparre, Dick, Ambassador H 
Gendron, Henri, Colosimo’s N., 
Gillette, Jack, Casa Madrid, 


Pea De Witt Clinton H., Al- 


Golly, Cecil, Music Box B., Omaha. 
nw Benny, Waldorf-Astoria H., 
NYC. 

Gordon, Gray, Syracuse H., Syracuse, N.Y, 

Graff, Johnny, Benny the Bum’s N., Phil- 
adelphia. 

Graffolier, Frenchy, Cocoanut Grove N., 
Minneapolis. 

Gray, Glen, Paramount T., NYC. 

Gray, Ted, Gatineau CC., Ottawa, Ont. 


Louisville, 
Ky 
Golden, 


H 
Haas, Alexander, 254 W. 75th St., 


NYC. 
Hall, Sleepy, Arcadia B.. NYC. 
Hallett, Mal, Meadowbrook Club, Cedar 
Grove, N. L. 


Hamilton, George, Statler H., Cleveland. 
Hardy, Bob, Flamingo N., Boston 

Harris, Phil, Wilshire Bow], Los "hageies. 
Henry. Chuck, Paris Inn, L.A. 

Herbeck, Ray, Bill Green’s Casino, Pitts. 
“ee Woody, Roseland B., Brooklyn, 


Holmes, Herbie, Claridge H., a 
Holst, Ernie, El Morocco N.. NYC, 
Hopkins, Len, Chateau-Laurier H., Ot- 
tawa, Ont. 

Horton, Harry, Le Mirage C., NYC. 
Hudson, Dean, Lowry H., St. Paul. 


Hummel, Ray Shadowland B., Wichita, 
Kans. 

Hutton, Ina Ray, c/o Wm. Morris 
Agency, NYC, 


gagobe, Howard, Wm. Morris Agency, 

Hs ae Al, Providence-Biltmore H., Prov. 

Jurgens, Dick, Aragon B., Chicago. 

K 

Kain, Paul, Sagamore H., Rochester, N.Y. 
a rdos, Gene, Zimmerman’s Hungaria R., 
e Cc. 

Kassel, Art, Bismarck H., Chicago. 

Kavelin, Al, New Penn Club, Pittsburgh. 

Kaye, Sammy, Commodore H., NYC, 

Kendis, Sonny, Stork Club, NYC, 

Kent, Larry, Rainbow Rendezvous, Salt 
Lake City. 

Kerr, Jimmy, Jerry’s Mandalay N., Hol- 
ly wood. 

King, Henry, Fairmount H., San Fran- 
cisco, 


King, Lila, Esquire Club, Miami. 

King Teddy, Strand T., Brooklyn. 
Kinney, Ray, Lexington H., NYC. 
Krupa, Gene, c/o Arthur Michaud, Fisk 
Bidg., NYC. 

Kuhn, Dick, Astor H., NY 


Kyser, Kay. Pennsylvania H., NYC, 


Lang, Sid, Hi-Hat Club, Chicago. 
Le Baron, Eddie, Rainbow Room N., NYC, 
Lee, Glen, c/o FB 


Light, Enoch, Taft H., NYC. 
Lombardo, Guy, Roosevelt H., NYC. 
Lopez, Vincent, Casa Manana, NYC. 
Lunceford, Jimmie, Bandbox N., NYC, 
Lyman, Abe, Strand T., NYC. 

M 
Manzanares, Jose, Colony Club, Chicago, 


Mario, Don, Club Yumuri, NYC 
Marsala, Joe, Hickory House N., “NYC. 
Marshard, Jack, Statler H., Detroit. 


Martel, Gus, El Rio C., NYC. 

Martin, Lou, Leon & Eddie’s N., NYC. 
Mayehoff, Eddie, Governor Clinton H., 
NY 

Meivin, Jack, Midnight Sun N., NYC, 
Miller, Glen, Paradise R., NYC. 
Millington, Basso, Black Cat N., NYC. 
Mojica, Leon, c/o CRA, NYC, 

Mooney, Art, " Webster Hall H., Detroit. 
Moore, Carl, Crystal Gardens B., Louise 
ville, Ky. 

Morgan, Russ, c/o CRA. 

Murray, Charles, Mon Paris ms NYC, 


Myles, Lee, Park Central H., NYC, 


N 
Nagel, Harold, Pierre H., NYC. 
Nelson, Ozzie, Drake H., Chicago. 
Nichols, Red, R-O’K, NYC, 
Noble, Leighton, Ritz-Carlton H., Boston, 
Noel, Henry, 33-15 28th St., Long Island 
City, N.Y. 
Norvo, Red, Famous Door N., NYC. 
Novak, Frank, Biltmore H., NYC, 


ee Hepa. Greenwich Village Casino, 


c/o R-O 


Ray, 


of Val, 


Olmes, Major, Webster Hall H., Pitts 
burgh, 

Owens, Harry, Beverly-Wilshire H., Lo# 
Angeles, 


P 
Page, Hot Lips, America H., NYC. 
Apner, Skeeter, Seneca H., Rochester, 
N.Y 


Parks, Bobby, H. Plaza, NYC. 


Prima, Louis, Jitterbug House, Los An- 
geles, 


Ramona, c/o CRA. 
Redman, Geo., Omar’s Dome C., L.A. 
Reichman, Joe, Nicollet H., St. Paul. 
Renard, Jacques, Cocoanut Grove N., 
Boston. 
Redman, Don, Savoy B., NYC. 
Reisman, Leo, Rice H., Houston, Texas. 
Richards, Jimmy, Grey Wolf Tavern, 
Sharon Pa 
— “Billy, Coronado H., Worcester, 
ass 
Rodrigo, Nano, Havana-Madrid N., NYC. 
Rollini, Adrian, Piccadilly H., NYC, 
Ss 


Sabin, Paul, Chez Paree, Omaha. 

Sanders, Joe, Trianon B., Chicago, 

Savitt, ‘Jan, KYw, Philadelphia. 

Shaw, Artie Lincoln Re 

Sherman, Maurie, Oriental Gardens R., 
Chicago. 

Sissle, Noble, Paramount H., NYC. 

Spitalny, Phil, Park Central’ H., NYC. 

pe Dick,’ Edgewater Beach H., Chie 
ca 

Stoeffler, Wally, Southern Mansions C., 
Kansas City, 

Strong, Benny, Brown H., Louisville, 

Sudy, ae ‘Sir Francis’ Drake H., San 
Francise 

Swaneen, Billy, c/o CRA, 


T 
Theis, Henry, c/o R-O’K. 
Tolbert, Skeets, Plantation N., NYC. 
Thompson, Lang, Blackstone H., 
Worth. Texas, 
Tracy, Jack, Broadmoor CC., Dencer. 
Travers, Vincent, Int'l Casino, NY. 
Tucker, Orrin, Palmer House H., Chicago, 


Vv 
Valee, Rudy, Cocoanut Grove, L.A. 
Varzos, Eddie, CRA, NYC 
Velazco, Emil, Madura’s Danceland, Ham- 


mond, Inc. 
Venuti, Joe, Belmont-Plaza, H., NYC. 


w 
Waller, Fats, Yacht Club, NYC, 
Wa les, Bud, Marquette H., St. Louis. 


Webster, Raiph, Rainbow B., Denver. 
nea Anson, Roosevelt H., New Ore 


Weeks, Reeeg, Club Mayfair, Boston. 
Weems, Ted, St. Francis H., San Frane 


cisco. 

ae Lawrence, Wm, Penn H., Pitts- 
Wilde, Ranny, Hofbrau, San Diego, Cali 
Williams, Griff, Victor Hugo's r. L.A » 


Zwerling, Ruby, State T., NYC. 


Berigan-Michaud Split 


Benny Berigan and Arthur Mi- 
chaud, his manager, and also han- 
dler of Gene Krupa, have split. 
Pair appeared before the Executive 
Board of Local 802 of the AFM 
last week, the board disclaiming 
jurisdiction over the squabble, but 
desirous of seeing difficulties set- 
tled in an amicable manner. Beri- 
gan is still routed by Music Corp. 
of America. 

Breach came as of Nov. 30, when 
Michaud was in receipt of a letter 
from Berigan notifying him (Mi- 
chaud) of the parting of the ways. 
Contract between the two still has 
time to run. 











T. R. Slean, Hamilton, Ont., barris- 
ter, has cleffed a march, ‘The Old 
13th,’ skedded for airings by the U.S, 
Navy Band and Frank Simon’s 





Armco broadcasts on NBC. 


Paul, Eddie, Columbis. B., Cleve., O. 
Pearl, Ray, Gibson H., Cincinnati. 
Pendarvis, Paul, Palace H., San Frane 
cisco. 

Petti, Emile, Savoy-Plaza H.,. NYC. ++ -~ 
Peyton, Jimmy, Plaza R.. Pittsbur h,. 
Powell, Walter, Show Bar ©.. orest 
Hills, NYC. 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. | 





Jane Gilligan, Bob Ripa, Robert 
Weede, Nicholas Daks, Pansy the) 
Horse, Lou Purdy, Belle Flower, | 
Jane Sproule, Dolores Pallet, Choral | 
Ensemble, Rockettes, Ballet Corps, | 
Twelve Princesses, Music Hall Sym- | 
phony, Erno Rapee conductor; ‘Duke | 
of West Point’? (UA). 





} 

This week’s stage show, fitting for 
holiday time, is in two parts with a 
Walt Disney’s ‘Mother Goose Goes 


Hollywood’ sandwiching. Cartoon 
likewise is appropriate for the 
Christmas holidays, over which it 
will be held. Characters, coming to 


to life in the pages of a book which 


are turned after each interlude, are 
of Hollywood personalities with 
Katharine Hepburn as Little Bo 
Peep, W. C. Fields as Humpty- 
Dumpty, etc. 

Same production of ‘Peace on 
Earth’ (The Nativity), which was 


done here last Christmas. has been 
re-staged by Leon Leonidoff. Only 
change is in the soloist who is Jane | 
Gilligan this year. This. portion of 
the stage entertainment will be held 
over for the holidays with the in-| 
coming ‘Christmas Carol’ (M-G) to- | 
morrow (Thursday) following some | 
minor changes through the addition 
of the Vienna Choir Boys. 

To be retained intact for Christ- | 
mas week and probably also New 
Year’s will be Florence Rogge’s pro- | 
duction of “The Twelve Dancing 
Princesses,’ a pantomime or ‘ballet | 
change’ inspired by Grimm’s old | 
fairy tale. The show is in numer-} 
ous scenes and employs a large num- | 
ber of persons. Staged well, with 
colorful settings and good lighting, it 
is excellent visual entertainment. but 
is a trifle longer than it might have 
been, and fails to deliver any solid | 
punch anywhere along the line. _ 

Production is the third for Miss 
Rogge, who has been ballet mistress 
here since the house opened and 
doubles from that assignment when 
putting on a whole show, as occurs 
this week. Her unit around the 
Grimm fairy story is mostly ballet, 
as it happens, and in some respects 
the routines in this category are 
among her best. Notable is the bal- 
let in the garden scene in which the 
girls playing the princesses and 
others figure. 4 

Opening the show, and to which 
the action cuts back several times 
during stage changes, is a little scene 
at side stage where Dolores Pallet is 
telling the story of the ‘12 Dancing 





Princesses’ to a baby. The scenes on | 





stage include outside the castle 
gates, the castle itself, the boudoir of 
the princesses, the magic garden and 
the princesses’ ball. Settings repre- 
senting all of these are very eyefill- 
ing. Kids will like the scenery and at- 
mosphere, as well as the enactment 
of the fairy tale, even if it isn’t going 
to entertain the adults so much. — 
Talent includes Bob Ripa, jug- 
gler long in vaude; Pansy, the horse, 
also around sometime and getting 
plenty of laughs here (great for the 
youngsters); Robert Weede, M. H. 
soloist; Nicholas Daks, Jane Sproule 
and other regulars, including the 
erennial Rockettes and the Choral 
nsemble. The Rockettes do a num- 
ber as the Blackamoors and, painted 
up as Congo savages, present a some- 
what different picture. Routine is 
about average. A group of waltzing 
couples inject particular charm into 
the proceedings. 
No newsreel used this week. Char. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 17. 
Bob Crosby Orchestra, Marion 
Mann, Dick & Leota Nash, Marion 
Belett & English Brothers; ‘Up the 
River’ (20th). 


Bob Crosby and his band have 
climbed considerably since their 
first appearance here about three 
years ago. At that time they had 
been organized only a short time 
and were playing their first theatre 
date. They did a 20-minute band 
act to close a straight vaude bill, 
and biz was n.s.h. Now they fill an 
hour with the aid of two added acts. 
Meanwhile, they have built an air 
rep from the Blackhawk nitery in 
nearby Chicago, and the boxoffice 
is being kept busy in a week that’s 
usually the lowest ebb of the year 
with everybody joining the Xmas 
shopping rush. 

Boys still do their comedy fan 
dance same as three years ago, but 
everything else is uewer and much 
smoother. Crosby works and talks 
more confidently, and his aggrega- 
tion with its ace rhythm section 
dishes out its Dixieland brand of 
swing music in good style. With the 
exception of their numbers for vo- 
calist Marion Mann and for Bob 
Crosby’s singing stint, the band 
keeps away from w.k. pops and 
lays instead original compositions 
y various members of the band. 
These — such as drummer Ray Bau- 
duc’s ‘Rampart Street Parade’—are 
in the orchestra’s own characteristic 
vein. Pianist Bob Zurke is featured 
in the middle of the show playing 
two original numbers. Later, a spe- 
cial section of the band, called ‘Bob- 
cats’ and headed by Bauduc and 
bass player Bob Haggart, are fea- 

tured in a jam session of original 
tunes by the boys in the orchestra. 








Remainder of the hour is devoted 
to the singing by Marion Mann of 
‘My Reverie’ and ‘Sleepy People 
with ‘Martha’ as an encore; to Bob 
Crosby’s vocalizing of a medley of 
‘Don’t Let That Moon Get Away,’ 
‘Small Fry,’ and ‘Pocketful 


and mild comedy of Dick and Leota 
Nash: and to the swift and funny 
knockabout comedy of Marion Belett 


, ard the English Brothers. 


show Fri- 


Biz capacity at final 
, 4 Kiley. 


day (16). 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Dec. 17 

Spencer & Foreman, Three Murtah 
Sisters, Terry Howard & Co., George 
Lyons, Six Lucky Noys; ‘Five of a 
Kind’ (20th). 

So it’s the week before Christmas 
With a view towards keeping down 
expenses the house managed one 
solid turn, one so-so act and others 
ranging from fair to unfair. 

Best of the bill on results is the 
Terry Howard turn. Miss Howard 
makes up well as the pint-sized kid 
and tosses off an excellent novelty 
impersonation for plenty of laughs 
and comedy. Her present costume, 
however, doesn’t have the appeal of 
previous outfits. 

Back in town ufter a long absence 
are the Six Lucky Boys with more 
clowning than acrobatics, and the 


| clowning isn’t so funny. Risley work 


is good—what there is of it—but the 
effect of one trick wears off long be- 
fore they go into the next one. 

This being the Christmas season, 
let it suffice to say that Spencer and 
Foreman are a young man and a 
young girl who dance, jitterbug fash- 
ion for the most part, and with some 
occasional tapping in which every 
step looks like every other step. Also 
there are Three Murtah Sisters who 
sing popular songs and finish with 
a very brave attempt to be comical 
in doing what is announced as a 
satire of three debutantes singing 
opera. George Lyons plays a harp 
in a good little musical novelty turn 
by strumming out some ragtime on 
the strings. 

Business wasn’t so good at the last 
show Friday (16). 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Dec. 18. 

‘Baltimore Follies’ with Bob Bruce, 
Pepper Asner, Marguerite Melvin, 
Modern Melodiers (3), Dolores Con- 
nelly, Lillian Kalicinska and Willard 
Van Simons, Abrasha Robofsky, 
Billy Dale, Charles McCubbin, 
George VanHorn, Police Quartette 
(4), ; Rockettes House Line (16) 
‘Blondie’ (Col). 








Strategically spotted to take in 
usual slack of pre-holiday lull, ‘Bal- 
timore Follies’ is the third local tal- 
ent revue staged here in tie-up with 
the News-Post. As in previous at- 
tempts, H. Ted Routson has handled 
the material on hand in skilfull and 


showmanly manner, building a fast 
moving and entirely entertaining 
unit from curtain to curtain. Origi- 
nal musical numbers by Ben Kanter 
and Ben Klassmer, and line routines 


well. 

In revue style, emceed in pleasing 
fashion by Bob Bruce, and employ- 
ing short blackouts to fill in 
switches between full stage produc- 
tion numbers and specialties in olio, 
current ‘Follies’ has in it a wealth 
of variety and one or two real socks. 
Off to an effective opening by Mar- 
guerite Melvin backed up by smooth 
working line in radium treated min- 
strel song and dance, doings build 
nicely with some fast hoofery by 
Pepper Asner and instrumental and 
vocal specialty by the Modern Melo- 
diers, three youthful guitar and bull 
fiddle whackers who swing out 
fetchingly. 

Ballet, ‘Blue Danube Fantasy,’ in 
which line is used to round out toe 
specialty by Dolores Connelly and 
adagio of Lillian Kalicinska and Wil- 
lard Van Simons, presents a pleasing 
picture well produced and lighted. 
Makes fine spot for Abrasha Robof- 
sky next, who puts over three vocals. 
Of good stage presence and equipped 
with legit pipes, lad does the inevi- 
table ‘Without a Song,’ ‘Stout Hearted 
Men’ and an original, ‘Heavenly,’ 
ringing the bell. Presents real pos- 
sibilities for radio or musical com- 


y. 

Good change of pace brings on 

Billy Dale for routine juggling, his 
work with sticks a standout. Is fol- 
lowed by production number by Miss 
Melvin and line in Mickey Mouse 
masks for fairish interlude. Charles 
McCubbin then manipulates a man- 
dolin, followed by George Van Horn, 
ventriloquist, who has something on 
the ball. 
utilizing excellent and original ma- 
terial. Closes strongly with two 
dummies, one in blackface, crossfir- 
ing nicely and giving out with a 
two-way vocal that clicks. 
Police Quartette, a repeater from 
former duings, gives out with the 
usual four-part harmony stuff. Lead 
into finale which presents line in 
smooth precision tap and a reintro- 
duction of all principals. 





Biz good. Burm. 


| STATE, N. Y. 


| James Evans & Co., Deane Janis, 


Fe & Irene, Geor 


| years 


i 


i 





Beatty, Barney 
Rapp Orch, with 





ing the edge off even the sock shows, 
the State this week is_ treading 
water with its current bill of semi- 
names and the tepid film grosser, | 
‘Great Waltz’ (M-G). There are no | 
dead spots in the stage portion, but 
its not hefty enough entertainment 
to cause any word-of-mouth and 
certainly isn’t caleulated to cause a 
boxoffice stampede. 

Show opens with James Evans & 


Co., whose juggling with his feet | 
is a standard turn in vaude houses | 
and occasionally niteries. Always 
acceptable and this time is no ex- 
ception. Deane Janis (New Acts), 


radio warbler, has the second posi- | 
tion and gets by without trouble. 
Offers three short and _ tastefully | 
varied numbers, which she _ sells 
skilfully. Also shrewd enough not 


to beg for encores. 
who under the 


Tim and Irene, 

real names of Ryan and Noblette | 
were a standard comedy act for 

before going into radio, re- 
turn to vaude with pretty much the 
same brand of stuff as formerly. On 
for 15 minutes when caught Thurs- 
day night (15). She does a fiut- 
tery, lame-brain act, using a dead- 
pan and a slow delivery of the gag 


lines. He's the straight and does 
most of 
steam up. Their material is only 


fair, but they get almost everything 
possible out of it. Best portion is 
her hoke sobby rendition of the 


song, ‘Nobody Knows.’ In one series | Of it hoke, but pleasant and timely. 
of gags he refers repeatedly to Law- | Lew Lehr has two spots, one describ- 


rence Tibbett, but puts an ‘s’ on the 
last name. 

Another prodigal back in vaude 
from radio is George Beatty, with a 
collection of monolog gags. His 
style of delivery doesn’t vary. It’s 
the familiar technique of two or 
three lines to set the situation. then 
a quick snapper for the laugh, all 


| offered in a dry manner and gener- 


| ally 


by Betty Jane McHugh, also size up | 


Youth works smoothly, | 


funny. While the material is 
the kind that. almost anyone could 
|use, Beatty scores with much of it, 
|staying for 20 minutes when the 
show was caught. He winds up with 
a drunken sailor bit he did in vaude 
years ago and which has since been 
aped by several other comedians. 
Windup brings Barney Rapp’s or- 
chestra, with several solo turns. 
| Band doesn’t offer a single tune on 
lits own, so no real estimate of its 


worth is possible. Acts with the 
|band include Hazel Bruce, scat 
| singer; June Hart, accordionist, and 
| Vivian Newell, acrobatic dancer. 


| Miss Bruce unwisely wears a white 
| gown that’s too similar to the one 
' worn by Miss Janis; otherwise she’s 
simply an inexperienced band vocal- 
jist. Miss Hart is quite young and 
|far too energetic. 
the only one with promise. Makes 
a pleasing appearance and her 
dancing has possibilities. After a 
icouple of novelty turns by members 
'of the band, Rapp’s outfit finales 
|with the familiar impressions 
other orchestras. Hobe. 


EARLE, WASH. 


<7ashington, Dec. 17. 
Milton Douglas, Grace Drysdale, 
|Gang Busters, Stump and Stumpy, 
Roxyettes (16) House Line; ‘Heart 
of the North’. 











Variety and action are squeezed 
into this one to make it one of the 
most colorful revues gathered to- 
gether here in weeks. Acts are so 
contrasting that no attempt is made 
to blend them through staging, but 
use of emcee builds transitions satis- 
factorily, and acts work in just 
enough gags on what has preceded 
their own stuff to tie it all together. 

Milton Douglas’ emcee job was 
ragged and loaded with off-color 
hack at opening show, but under- 
stood that subsequent tightening 
brings it nearer standard required by 
local audiences. Bill opens with the 
orchestra across rear of night club 
set and gals in blue and yellow sailor 
garb tapping out fast rhythm num- 
ber and doing chorus introduction 
for Douglas. Patter song is awkward 
and kids in front row spoil attempt 
at cross-talk with stooge in box. 

Grace Drysdale’s puppet show 
catches on nicely. Ballroom team 
dolls really get ’em, and when she 
| steps out of box to show how it’s 
| done, idea of pretty girl doing ade- 
| quate dance herself while making 
'pair of dolls attached to her hands 
go through elaborate hoofing, builds 
to fine climax. 

Douglas takes over for patter with 
gal before introducing Gang Bust- 
ers. Announcer under baby spot ex- 
plains idea of latter act, and interest 
is held throughout by both script, 
which relates capture of Fleagle 
Brothers in 1928, and radio tech- 
nique as exemplified by stage full 
of sound effects stuff, actors doubling 
up on roles, and semi-pantomime by 
performers working with scripts in 
their hands. Although overhead 
spots direct attention to which of 
_ three mikes on darkened stage is be- 
| ing used, pace at which show moves 
| demands strict attention and only 
| fault may be its length. 
| As travelers close, Douglas takes 
| over for clothes-and-anatomy patter 
|; wilh male stooge and introduces 
Stump and Stumpy. Negro boys take 
center mike in front of band and 








azel Bruce, June | 
_ of | Hart, Vivian Newell; ‘Great Waltz’ 
Dreams’: to the able roping tricks; (M-G). 


Miss Newell is | 


of | 


| Lewis that stop show cold. Gals take 
| over for rhumba tap te ring down 

| curtain. 
With the pre-Christmas lull knock- | 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


| and, excepting sports, is the strong- 


| choice of faces among the aged, the 


: | plus N. Y. Mayor LaGuardia’s and 
the stoking to keep the | Mgr. Sheen’s speeches against intol- 


| Some good camera work here. 








entire cast seated at tables. Warblin 
of ‘Swing for Sale,’ complete wi 

sock pantomime and vocai calesthen- 
ics, sets pace for series of hoofing, 
rhythmic slapstick and imitations of 
Donaid Duck, W. C. Fields and Ted 


Biz ligh: Craig. 


Nicely balanced bill here this 
week, well distributed with impor- 
tant subjects. While standout stuff 
is not evident, with the exception of 
some excellent table-tennis shots by 





Fox, this does not upset the tenor 
of the bill when viewed as a whole. | 
March of Time’s ‘Uncle Sam—The | 
Good Neighbor,’ devoted entirely to 
a fair depiction of the U. S. diplo- 
matic corps, winds up the 50-odd| 
clips. 

Anthony Eden's visit to the U. S., 
snapped by Pathe and Fox, Latin- 
American relations and the Jewish 
refugee problem are keynotes of the 
program. Last-named is treated ably 


est individual topic. Universal shows 
the Bratislava-Czech refugees piti- 
fully attempting to survive in a no- 
man’s land. Semi-portrait photog- 
raphy is brought to bear, and the 


the crippled, 


very young, etc., is 
aces. Metro follows up with good 
shots of child exiles, ousted from 


Germany with one suitcase and 40c, 


erance, 
Xmas stuff is briefly introduced by 
Par, Metro, Fox and Universal, a lot 


ing a baby elephant, the other anent 
a monkey house. Latter has chuckles 
aplenty. 

Metro catches some waltz contests, 
which represent coverage of its in- 
tramural activities since the company 
launched the contests in connection 
with its ‘Great Waltz.’ 

Coverage of Ataturk and Queen 
Maud funerals is strong, former by 
Pathe and the other by Par. Real 
Pains seem ‘o have been taken with 
the Queen’s rites and the results are 
worth the effort. 

Sports wind up the works with a 
series of clips by Fox, Pathe, Metro 
and Par. Pathe has boxing at Fort 
Totten, N. Y., and Metro gives out 
on wrestling. Fox, meantime, does 
a very good job with table-tennis 
tourneys. Par unspools the Giants- 
Packer’s pro championship football 
battle won by the Giants, 23-17. 


Fires, local disasters of other types, 
new inventions and the usual run 
of minor topics are _ interspersed. 
Fewer fashion shots than usual and 
less hoke. 

House loaded with standees Sat- 
urday afternoon (17), when caught. 

Edga. 


STRAND, B’KLYN 


Teddy King Orch, Midgie Fellows, 
Blackstone & Co.; ‘Storm Over Ben- 
gal’ (Rep). 








It’s been a long time since New 
York had a full stage magic show 
and probably a longer time for 
Brooklyn. Nonetheless, Blackstone 
is doing pretty good business. He’s 
working all kinds of gags, from kid 
mats with bunny giveaways to mid- 
night freak show, amid heavy adver- 
tising and exploitation. Such magic 
shows are new to present generation, 
which may account for receptiveness 
of heavily jitterbugged audience 
which showed up for dance contests 
on stage. 

Show is stretched to the breaking. 
point, running full 58 minutes of 
gimmicks, gadgets, illusions and some 
n.s.g. clowning. Magico has added 
a bunch of stunts since last caught, 
which accounts for extended time. 
Turn is very dressy and eye-filling, 
what with quartet of looker femmes 
in varied brief riggings, demonstrat- 
ing Blackstone’s showmanship. But 
he could use some slicing and speed- 
ing up for better results. 

Vet Blackstone adheres to the prop 
school rather than the Erdnase sys- 
tem of magicking with passes, table 
and finger work. It’s this sameness 
of each trick with fancy props that 
makes for some slowness, though it 
must be said that he has impressive 
trappings such as live horse, fowl, 
machine-run giant saw, spiked cabi- 
nets, crates, etc. Best bits are un- 
connected incandescent bulb, levita- 
tion with girl, wriggling-writhing 
hanky, and spiked cabinet with dis- 
appearing occupant. Gets showy with 
kid stooge foiling for him (looks Mc- 
Coy), girl sawed in half, and by pass- 
ing out beer from ‘empty’ box to 
audience. Good touch. 

_ Trickster was in for plenty of au- 
dience ribbing last show Friday night 
(16). House was packed with al- 
ligators waiting for finals of dance 
contest. Was all good-natured, but 
obviously annoying to the showman. 

House leader King played from pit 
for show. It’s first time that the pit 
has ever been used here, band for- 
merly playing on stage with acts in 
front. Got off one swing tune and 
then quickie for vocalist, Midgie Fel- 
lows, singing ‘Night ’Fore Xmas.’ 
That came between magico and con- 
test after him for fast closer. 

Contests continue to build business 
for house, which has now caught on 





with stage fare. Hurl. 


——— 


STANLEY, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 
Gray Gordon Orch (12), Mike 
Riley Orch (14), Lane Sisters (2), 
Marion Miller, Robert Preston, Bill 
Reed, Goodrich & Nelson, Joe 
Betty Lee, Phillips and Kohl, Marcy 
ree & Beatrice; ‘Heart of the 
North,’ 








So-called ‘Battle of Music’ is a last- 
minute booking at this deluxer when 
Father Flanagan’s Boys Town unit, 
originally slated for this date, folded 
in the midwest. There's a lot of tal- 
ent on hand, but the show misses 
out practically all of the way be- 
cause it tries to do too many things 
at the same time. 

These melody skirmishes are in- 
variably pretty unwieldy anyway, 
and this one’s no exception. Both 
bands on the stage simultaneously, 
each one occupying half of the plat- 
form in front of different colored 
drops, with the Gordon aggre.:ation 
representing sweet, and Riley, of 
course, catering to the jitterbugs. 
Gordon’s ‘tic-toc’ music style has 
been lately built up on the air. 

These bands have been working 
niteries almost exclusively and 
there’s the rub. Music’s all right 
for presentation houses, but the nov- 
elty stuff is strictly cafe. Of the two 
outfits, Gordon definitely has the 
better of it. While a little short on 
stage presence himself, he manages 
to be pleasant and self-effacing, and 
his rhythmic arrangements are easy 
to take. Has a crack vocalist in 
Sherry Lane, who does ‘Should I Be 
Sweet or Hot?’ with a double-duty 
gown to fit the lyrics, in slick style. 
Gal, however, should learn some- 
thing about make-up. There’s an- 
other Lane gal doing solo duty, too, 
but not in a class with her sister. 
Also among Gordon’s credits is his 
novelty male quartet with some first- 
rate comic lyrics and some others 
that should be chucked away from 
the nitery belt. 

Riley’s swing is pretty conven- 
tional, but he whips across some 
trombone specialties that keep his 
end of it at least in the running. 
Carries two vocalists. Bobby Pres- 
ton, youthful looking, pipes well, but 
is ill at ease, and Marion Miller, 
torcher, shows promise. Comedy 
stuff Riley pulls, hcwever, with one 
of his trumpet players is way out of 
line and he should relax more, too. 

Bill has a flock of excellent sup- 
porting acts, with even the dance 
teams carrying out the hot-swing 
idea—Joe and Betty Lee. ballroom 
exponents, doing the class terping 
and shagsters Phillips and Kohl 
holding up the dance-hall end. Good- 
rich and Nelson land solidly with 
their strong-arm acrobatic stuff to 
become bona-fide show-stoppers, 
with Marcy Bros. (2) and Beatrice 
pulling flock of laughs with their 
mixture of nut hoofing and funny 
contortion posturing from the dame. 
Latter turn could stand a bit of 
scissoring, although otherwise in the 
groove, 

‘Referee’ of ‘Battle of Music’ is 
Billy Reed, who also gets a chance 
to knock off some eccentric stepping, 
winding up with his inevitable 
Skating routine, always good and 
still that way. 

Dave Broudy’s house crew back in 
pit again for brief overture. Biz 
way off. Cohen. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Ovie Alston Orch, Froshine Stew- 
art, Tom Sawyer, Jean & Joan, Ed- 
die Green, George Wiltshire, Vivian 
Harris. Kirby Walker, John Henry, 
Jean Starr, Harlem Sabu Kid, House 
os (16); ‘Man with 100 Faces’ 








Apollo departs from its usual ro- 
tation of house comedy (culled from 
burlesque), outside acts, and a band 
this week, and considerably improves 
its offering. Basic setup is still there, 
but it’s utilized in a different man- 
ner, stress being laid primarily on 

roduction intertwined with comedy. 

hether or not Apollo audiences 
will go for continued use of such 
layouts sans double entendre, as this 
is, will undoubtedly govern future 
efforts. 
_ Theme of the productional effort 
is sustained through a large portion 
of the first half, bringing oi most 
of the house people and Tom Saw- 
yer, an imported act. Latter opens 
by sawing tunes out on a musical 
saw and a long knife, dragging notes 
from a balloon, and pounding out 
Pops on variously filled whiskey bot- 
tles. Novelty, but doesn’t mean much, 
_ Line follows Sawyer for a moderne 
ized Indian dance in appropriate cos- 
tume, split by Jean Starr’s interpre- 
tation of ‘Rosie the Redskin’ and an 
acro routine for a followup. Apollo 
seems to have something in this ver- 
satile miss. Girls do some nice work 
here and in later parts of same bit. 
Harlem Sabu Kid works with Miss 
Starr almost throughout, contribut- 
ing several vocals and. tap routines. 
He’s okay. 

Eddie Green, comedian, who's had 
a radio shot with Rudy Vallee, Geo. 
Wiltshire, John Henry and Vivian 
Harris, then team for the heaviest 
bit of production yet seen here. Skit 
portrays the capture of an Indian 
bad man and shifts from a western 
street scene to a saloon. Henry, also 


(Continued on page 41) 
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Night Club Reviews 





GLASS HAT, N. Y. 


oe Venuti Orchestra (11), An- 
Pe! Sisters (3), Paul Rosini. 








Now that they're waddling at the 
Waldorf and swingin’ in the Sert 
room, Ralph Hitz figured there’s no 
reason for keeping his Hotel Bel- 
mont-Plaza’s Glass Hat room parti- 
cularly conservative. Thus comes 
Joe Venuti, regarded as a_ super- 
killer-diller by the ultra. cats. He's 
undoubtedly the premier Jazz fiddler, 


justifiably famed as an advanced jaz- | 


zique virtuoso. So, with his own 
combo, he’s doing all right in this 


ot. 

*P What makes Venuti click with the 
alligators, as well as the professional 
fraternity, is his informality, which 
borders on the screwball. He may- 
hems the language when ad libbing 
the titles, but there’s nothing stutter- 
ing about his swingology. He has a 
heated team that knows how to keep 
it under wraps most of the time, 
though it does get over-enthused to- 
wards the end of each set. He has a 
dandy team of swingsters, including 
an out-of-this-world drummer who 
looks and works like a fugitive from 
52d street. 


The Andrews Sisters (3) with their | 


advanced swing-singing., which first 
brought them to attention on the 
Decca disks, are in the proper groove 
with a combo like Venuti’s. Paul 
Rosini, doubling from another Hitz 
hotel, the New Yorker, rounds out 
the corking divertissement with 
some amazing magico. Rosini’s 
suave style of working his card and 
rings illusions are as much an asset 
as the basic legerdemain. 

Venuti already has become a col- 
lector’s item among disk fans, 
especially his old violin-guitar wax- 
ings with the late Eddie Lang. Long 
before they called it swing Venuti 
and Lang were fathered by Paul 
Whiteman as exponents of an ultra- 
modern something in jazzique. Some 
of the phonograph companies have 
been repressing some of the old 
recordings, labeling them with the 
original dates when ‘first recorded.’ 
Venuti-Lang’s stuff merits that sort 
of reprise. Abel. 


MOTHER KELLY’S 
(MIAMI BEACH) 
Miami Beach, Dec. 16. 


Owen & Parco, Warren & Bodee, 
Mickey Barrie, Bennett Green. 








This spot, a favorite bar in the 
past, has been completely remodeled 
and for the first time is presenting a 
show. Heretofore, room was strictly 
a late spot, with no entertainment, 
but very popular for after-club 
nightcaps. 

There’s a stage in the center of the 
bar, and ‘Mother,’ as Kelly is affec- 
tionately known to the habitues, is 
omnipresent with his genial person- 
ality. Since opening, spot has done 
top biz on the Beach. 

A singing duo, Owen and Parco, 
js the top attraction in the area. 
Team works slightly risque, but still 
stays within bounds. Owen, in front 
of the mike, while Parco accom- 
panies, is particularly deft with ma- 
terial written by the team. 

Warren and Bodee, vocal swing- 
sters, — the show running at top 
speed. ckey Barrie, a baby-voiced 
canary, is okay, although her bad 
cold when caught retarded her a 
bit. Bennett Green, m.c., is satis- 
factory in his vocalizing’ and ‘his 

resentation of the show is fault- 
ess. Thom. 


BAL TABARIN, S. F. 


San Francisco, Dec. 17. 
Gary Nottingham Orch, John Tio, 
Beverly Bemis, Modie & Lemoux. 











Gary Nottingham, who for some 
years whipped a number of bands 
into shape for others to front, has 
decided to get some of the glory 
himself. Although someone else is 
waving the stick and m.c.ing, the 
orchestra is billed as Nottingham’s 
directed by Roland Drayer. 

_ Band is the typical hotel setup, dis- 
tinctive in Nottingham’s arrange- 
ments, and not unlike Richard 
Himber in style. 

Drayer is a blonde, with an easy 
manner and trained tenor pipes. 
He’s currently warbling for NBC 
here over which the band also broad- 
casts from the Bal Tabarin several 
times a week. Drayer looks like a 
comer and will overcome a nervous- 
ness evidenced opening night. 

The floor show, m.c.d'by Drayer, is 
headlined by Beverly Bemis, local 
hoofer, who formerly teamed in 
vaudeville with her brother, Billy. 
Miss Bemis has youth and plenty of 
talent. John Tio, talking parrot- 
featured in the past on Rudy Vallee’s 
and Ripley’s air shows, presents an 
unusual act for a club floor show, 
and it clicks. 

John Tio answers 


questions 
asked by his master. 


Modie and Lemoux, ballroom team, 


open and close the second show of | 


the evening, making only one ap- 
pearance earlier. The gal, tall, 


asked It also does | 
imitations of a dog’s bark, a cat’s| 
meow, Bing Crosby, Eddie Cantor | 
and Jimmy Durante, among others. | 


slender redhead, is unusually good 

and is’ attractively costumed. They 

look well and get a good reception. 

The line of girls, long a feature at 

the Bal, is out. Biz here is bad, 
which accounts for their oe 
ilt, 


RIPTIDE CLUB 


(MIAMI BEACH) 





Miami Beach, Dec. 17. 





Harris Levison, long an operator 
on 23d street, ; ; 
nitery activities, reopened his Rip- 


spot’s history presented a show. Less 
said about it the better. 

Spot, heretofore, has operated on 
a smaller scale. with a sweet band. 
strollers and a girl vocalist. Such a 
setup is ideal, for this spot, and Levi- 
son is considering yanking the show 
and reverting to the old policy. 

Al Parker, m.c., has little to offer. 
Henry Nestor, baritone, is miscast 
here, since he has a concert voice 
and lacks nitery technique. High 
spot is Wanda Dawson, whose war- 
bling is okay. Elaine Maye pianos 
| and vocals, but misses. Earl Leslie's 
orchestra is okay for dansapation. 

Thom, 


FRANKIE PALUMBO’S 


(PHILADELPHIA) 





Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 
Frank Hall, Beth Calvert, Casper. 
& Roth, Rodney & Gould, Line (6), 
Bobby Morro Orch. 





Annual remodeling at Palumbo’s 
has given it one of the most advan- 
tageous setups in the city for its 
show presentation. Show is neat, 
too. With the budget limited, offer- 
ing is held down to 35 smooth min- 
utes. 

Frank Hall m.c.’s and chirps well 


enough, warbling ‘We’re All Pals 
Together,’ ‘Donkey Serenade’ and 
‘All Ashore,’ good choices. Beth 


Calvert is a satisfactory looker, but 
her strength lies in her song sales- 
manship. 

Casper and Roth are a mixed terp 
team. Femme’s blonde, but only so- 
on phiz and gams. Stick mostly to 
fast tap, tossing in some adagio and 
acrobatics. Routines, if ns.g., are 
at least fairly original. Comedy 
supplied by Rodney and Gould, long- 
and-short team. Get off to a good 
start with their comic appearance— 
brown derbies, racetrack suits and 
difference in size. Sing a ditty, terp 
and end with knockabout. Lose con- 
siderable strength in gabbing. Would 
do much better to stick strictly to 
deadpan pantomime. 

Line (6) makes two appearances, 
opening and closing the show. Gals 
are lookers, pretty well-gammed 
and work in fair precision. Bobby 
Morro’s six-man toot crew capably 
plays for show and terps. Herb. 


Bermuda’s Stock | 











(Continued from page 1) 





island to import a Broadway com- 
pany. No names will be taken along, 
but a troupe of about 10 young ac- 
tors will be recruited, with the 
walk-on parts cast from among the 
members of an amateur group in 
Hamilton. Latter organization is 
erecting the theatre, which it will 
rent for the stock enterprise. 

Idea is to play four performances 
weekly, since there are estimated to 
be sufficient audiences available for 
only that number. Schedule calls 
for showings Monday, Wednesday 
and Saturday nights and Thursday 
matinees. New productions will be 
offered weekly. First bill is to be 
rehearsed in New York. If business 
for the initial 10-week season war- 
rants, an additional stay is planned 
for the following July, August and 
September. Intervening months will 
be used to line up more plays and 
cast replacements in New York. Lea- 
man figures on going to Bermuda 
'about Jan. 1 to look over the start of 
the theatre construction and other- 
wise inspect the setup at first hand. 
He plans to buy a permanent resi- 
dence on the island. 

Idea of a stock company in Ber- 
muda has been considered several 
‘times in the past, but always dropped 
| because of the cost of erecting a the- 
atre. Last such proposal involved 
the Surry Players, who have op- 
erated a strawhat theatre at Surry, 
Me., the last two summers and last 
season produced ‘As You Like It’ on 
Broadway. Dwight Deere Wiman, 





called for a year-round schedule of 
| Broadway, Bermuda and Surry, Me., 
| engagements. 


Al Parker, Harry Nestor, Wanda | 
| Dawson, Elaine Maye, Earl Leslie 
Orch, 


the hub of Beach | 


tide, and for the first time in the | 


who has a home in Bermuda, was | 
to have backed the venture, which | 





House Reviews 











APOLLO, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 40) 





identified with radio, plays the bad- 
die convincingly, and Wiltshire the 
sheriff. Skit’s well done. Kirby 
Walker tosses in okay pianology and 
vocals during this and in other spots. 
Green, Wiltshire and Miss Harris do 





Jean and Joan comprise a blonde 


| tap team and draw favorable reac- | 


| tion. Fresh appearance impresses al- 
most as much as their routines. Lat- 
ted are standard for the most part, 
| but well executed, varying from 
good unison work to challenge. 

Ovie Alstor band works impres- 
Sively after shift from pit to stage. 
While predominantly sweet, crew 
socks over a couple of hot tunes 
that are something. One, however, 
is so unlike previous and following 
numbers, that it’s glaring and could 
be dropped. That's an arrangement 
of ‘One O’Clock Jump,’ similar to 
Benny Goodman and Count Basie’s 
way of riding it. 

In attempts at informality, how- 
ever, Alston’s crew goes a bit too 
far. That reference is to the bass 
player. His antics are annoying, es- 
| pecially in the sweet tunes and back- 
| ing Froshine Stewart, crew’s vocalist. 
Latter gets her tunes off in swell 
style and voice. Does ‘Cocquette’ and 
‘Old Folks’ and could safely have 
piped more. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City. Dec. 20. 
Herbie Kay Orch. Wynne Fair, 
Fuzzy Combs, George Ramsby, Del 
Rio Trio, Don Cummings, Novak & 
Fay, House Line; ‘Down on Farm’ 
(20th). 





} 
i] 








Although biz is typical of the sea- 
son, house is offering a better than 
average show combining the youth- 
ful Kay aggregation and the Jones 
Family picture, which outstrips the 
usual run of films here. 

Band is essentially a dance unit, 
numbering 11 players, and conse- 
quently is able to offer a variety of 
music as well as a large repertoire 
of novelty numbers. 

Emceeing of the leader also a bit 
different, as his work is on the in- 
formal side and clicks with a less 
rigid and more down-to-earth appeal. 
Mostly contents himself with baton 
waving, but gets into the clowning 
and takes his pick at the banjo in 
closing. 

Wynne Fair as a torcher fills the 
bill neatly, piping a trio of pop 
songs in accepted fashion, and being 
above par on the eye appeal. Male 
singing by George Ramsby, tenor, 
and Fuzzy Combs, scat singer, is ade- 
quate. 

Half score of band numbers is first 
broken into by the Del Rio Trio, 
who perform their adagio acrobatics 
in evening cluthes. Their output 
nears the mark of a finished product. 
Don Cummings, billed as the cowboy 
in tails, uses some rope twirling as 
a background for line of gags and 
satire, nicely done. 

Novak and Fay make their bid 
near closing with a pantomimic and 
clowny acrobatic turn, The Ador- 
ables house line in some snappy cos- 
tumes offers a precision shag mid- 
way, and in for a flash in the finale. 

The 653 mieutes might well be 
trimmed by five, although the route 
shows no particular drag. Quin. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia. Dec. 16. 
Benny Davis Star Dust Revue with 
Rexer Twins, Tell Sisters (3), Ted 
Lester, Gill & Bernie Mason, John 
Elliott, Leonora Colstons, Bon Bon 
Buddy, Three Freshmen, Lou Schra- 
dora) house orch; ‘Hard to Get’ 











Regularly as Santa appears on the 
corner at Christmas, Benny Davis 
turns up at the Earle with a flock 
of kids in his ‘Star Dust Revue.’ 
While some of the acts belie Davis’ 
hoke that he’s giving them their 
first break in show biz (fact is, one 
of the acts he brings was at the 
Earle as long as a year and a half 
ago; the faces are all young and 
most of them are new to these parts. 
Earle, as in the past three years, is 
the troupe’s break-in date. And, 
rather despite Davis than because 
of him, the overlong 76 minutes are 
fairly entertaining. It’s not high- 
powered stuff, but fills the bill more 
than satisfactorily. 

Curtain ups on the squad of 16 
kids weakly warbling a ditty tagged 
‘To Be or Not to Be a Star,’ ask- 
ing the audience to be the judge of 
whether they'll get ahead in show 
business. They are backed by Lou 
Schrader’s neat house band trans- 
ported from pit to stage. Set is 
made up, not too appropriately, of 








| the band are cabaret tables at which 
| the troupe sits. 

Davis bounces out with his usual 
line of as iog and squeaks a lengthy 
j tune o his own, ‘Sunny Side to 
Everything,’ then introduces the 
Rexer Twins. Gal and boy are so- 


another excellent bit prior to the 
band entry. It, too, is devoid of blue | 
tint. 


| college pennants, while in front of | 


NEW 


ACTS 





GILL and BERNIE MASON 
Dancing, Dogs 

10 Mins. 

Earle, Philly. 

This turn easily carries off top 
honors in the new Benny Davis re- 
vue at the Earle. It has pretty much 
all that it takes to please practically 
anyone, although it could use build- 
ing up somewhat by additional mate- 





surrounding revue, 

Essentially an animal stanza, it 
| gets under way with an exceptionally 
smart-looking boy and gal in col- 
| legiate garb briefly hoofing in cur- 
|rent jitterbug style. Femme trucks 
off and guy calls his dog, Benny. 
| Medium-sized canine comes lazily 
| out of the wings. More the lad shouts 
|for it to hurry, the slower it walks. 
When it finally arrives in the center 
of the stage, it is put through its 
, responding toa each arder by 
doing the opposite. Although pup is 
plenty good, briefly smoking a ciga- 
ret, among other things, it’s not so 
well trained in a variety of tricks as 
many other stage animals. Strength 
of the act lies, however, not alto- 
gether in the dog, but in the line of 
swell patter, exceptionally neatly 
gagged, which the kid gets off in 
working with it. His clean, youthful 
exuberance also helps. 

Second pup, a chihuahua, much 
smaller, is brought on by the femme. 
Adds up numbers for a gag by mak- 
ing a red light in its tail flash (via a 
leash in the gal’s hand). Also bal- 
ances on forepaws on guy’s hand and 
stands on hind legs for as long as five 
minutes at a time. Meantime, lad 
produces a tiny chichuahua, which 
also does some _ balancing, then 
streaks off the stage in opposite di- 
rection when it is sicked on Benny 
Davis. Team’s. hoofing finale takes 
them off. Herb. 





THREE FRESHMEN 
Knockabout 

8 Mins. 

Earle, Philly 

One of the better turns of the new 
Benny Davis revue which started on 
tour this week. Needs plenty of work 
on it yet, but when set will compare 
favorably with such well-knowns of 
this type as the Three Sailors. Has 
an advantage even over them, how- 
ever, in the youth, spontaneity and 
comparatively good looks of the lads, 
giving it more class. 

With two medium-sized guys and 
one tall one, Freshmen succeed in 
grabbing quite a few chuckles by 
their hand balancing, terrific falls, 
tumbling and general slaparound. 
One of the primary elements they 
lack is good music. Stuff they work 
to fails to provide the proper buildup 
for their bits. Much more impor- 
tant, though, is their poor timing. 
With some of the qualities of the Ritz 
Bros., they fail to click anything like 
the better known zanies who depend 
so much on excellent timing. This 
trio seldom does the unexpected, al- 
most always tipping off their gags. 
Too, all their actions need a general 
speeding up, which, like the timing, 
should be gained with experience. 

; Herb, 





so tappers. Mediocre appearance 
isn’t aided and by a silly type of 
costume. Three Tell Sisters fol- 
low. Native Philadelphians, they’re 
pretty w.k. here, for a long time on 
KYW and having appeared at the 
Earle before in the KYW Revue. 
Harmonizing, with two at the mike 
and one at a Tom Thumb piano, is 
marked by good arrangements, but 
very little else. Davis’ hope of set- 
ting one of the femmes the proper 
distance from the mike is particu- 
larly annoying here, inasmuch as 
she’s probably warbled into more of 
*em than he has. 

Ted Lester needs some additional 
routine worked around the essen- 
tials of his turn, but is one of the 
best of the newcomers, playing a 
variety of instruments drawn from 
his pockets and a dress cape. Act 
has novelty and deftness, but patter 
would help. Femme tabbed Leonora 
does mimicry of Hollywood names, 
several pretty good, but weak as a 
whole. Some of them a bit too ob- 
scure. Colstons do a comic knock- 
about waltz routine. Fairly humor- 
ous all the way through. 

Davis is pushing John Elliott as a 
romantic baritone, 
is certainly an eyeful and gets ‘ahs’ 
from the femme trade, but is letting 
out with entirely the wrong type 
numbers. Hasn’t range, volume or 
flexibility for such things as ‘I Love 
a Parade,’ ‘Heart and Soul,’ ‘Night 
and Day.’ Would be a pipe as a 
crooner of stuff like ’Reverie’ 
Worthy of watching. Best turn of 
the show is provided by Gill and 
Bernie Mason (New Acts) ar ~ their 
dogs. Has comedy, class and finish. 

Bon Bon Buddy, Negro lad, pecks 
at the piano, and waxes hot on 
‘F.D.R. Jones’ and ‘Ole Man Mose’ 
sizes up as fair. Three Freshmen 
(New Acts), knockabout trio, com- 
bine antics of the Three Stooges and 
| the Ritz Brothers and have th stuff. 
What they need is expert guidance. 
Davis finales with the usual] line of 
songs he’s cleffed, then adds a. anti- 
climax in a slow one he’s recently 
written, ‘I'm Grateful to You,’ which 
takes the edge off and should be 
| dropped or routined before the other 
set. Herb, 
7 
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Tall, blond lad 7 





THE COQUETTES 

With Viola Smith, Frances Carrell, 
Terry Corrigan, Kay Hamilton 
Band 

30 Mins. 

State, Hartford 


Co-operative all-girl band that has 
been playing the midwest for eight 


|years under a variety of names. 
rial and perhaps more dogs if it has | 
to stand alone without the aid of the | 


First theatrical date for the unit, 
consisting mainly of youngsters. 
Band is strictly brass and is mainly 
for the jitterbug traffic. Feature of 
the unit is Viola Smith, trappist, 
billed as ‘the female Gene Krupa.’ 
Gal is placed in a prominent spot, 
being stationed on a high platform 
to the rear and above the band. In 
a couple of numbers she beats the 
skins solo. Of course, she lacks the 
finesse and polish of Krupa. 

Frances Carroll, a looker, waves 
the stick in front of the band along 
the Hutton style. N.s.h. as a singer, 
buf personable. She vocals only one 
song. Terry Corrigan, rug cutter, in 
a solo spot, gives an exhibition of a 
jitterbug on the loose. Also taps. 
Kay Hamilton, vocalist, possesses a 
nice set of pipes. Presents her songs 
in the Martha Raye manner, al- 
though her voice is more stentorian, 

Eck 


ED RICKARD 
Shadow Pictures 
8 Mins. 
Show Bar, Forest Hills, N. Y. 
Here is a novelty for the better 
niteries. Ed Rickard, east after film 


bits in ‘Double or Nothing’ and 
‘Souls at Sea,’ works between a port- 
able opaque screen and a two-carbon 
light, manipulating his hands for 
unusual effects. 

Numerous small props are used 
for atmosphere and minnie slides at- 
tached to a headband are flashed in 
front of the light and announce the 
numbers on the screen. Other ac- 
cessories are moustaches, hats and 
a queue in the sequences wherein a 
Chinese visits a dentist to have a 
tooth yanked. Good comedy build- 
up in this number with the dentist 
having trouble getting out the molar. 
Finally manages it with a wrench. 

Other neat bits are ‘Harlem Flir- 
tation’ and a cat on a back fence. 
Rickard is dexterous and versatile 
and the act moves along rapidly, 
against a background of subdued 
music, for a solid salvo at —_ 

ilb. 





TEMPLE and LAUREN 
Dancing 

7 Mins. 

Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh 

Couple of classy newcomers in 
ballroomology. Still need something 
distinctive to set them apart from 
the pack, but they have everything 
with which to do it—looks, cl 
grace and a natural terp finesse. Gal 
is particularly an eyeful. 

Routines of Temple and Lauren 
are still pretty conventional, but the 
make even the ordinary lovuk g 
Have a lot of ease and poise, make 
a dazzling apvearance—male is a 
sleek Latin type—and do a waltz, a 
little collegiate flurry and some 
whirlwind spins all in flawless 
fashion, 

Just a little novelty for a trade- 
mark and they should be on the way. 

A Cohen. 





GIBBONS and CARROLL 
Dancing-Singing 

Five Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

Dance team employing a copy of 
Moore and Revel and other turns 
that burlesque ballroom routines, 
It’s not of the calibre and smoothness 
of the topnotchers at the same game, 
but is nevertheless suitable for clubs, 


etc. 

Pair tip off the knockabout terps 
with an opening tune. It’s a parody 
in the melody of ‘Two Sleepy Peo- 
ple’ with the words switched to ‘Two 
+ Ne People.’ Lyrics are com- 
ic 





NATALIE GILBERT 
Dances 


7 Mins. 
Show Bar, Forest N. ¥. 
Undistinguished tapping isn’t aided 
by the routine switch between the 
two expressions this gal manages to 
essay: a straight smile alternating 
with a look of injured innocence. 
‘Susie-Q’ is her best number but 
she isn’t the type for bumps and 
could do better with straight rhythm 
brn if properly costumed and rou- 
in 





DEANE JANIS 
Songs 
5 Mins, 
State, N. Y. 
Although she has previously been 
known only in radio, Deane Janis 
knows her stuff in front of an audi- 
ence. She has ease, fair looks and 
a pleasant—though unspectacular— 
personality. Agreeable voice, clear 
enunciation, ability to sell a number 
and unusual taste in choosing her 
cones. Manner with a mike is skill- 
ul. 
Miss Janis will do for either vaude 
or niteries. Hobe. 
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Audience-Reaction Plan for let 
Up Again; Salvage In-Betweeners 


Scheme to bolster in-between 
Broadway shows by publicizing au- 
dience reaction, so as to counteract 
unfavorable reviews, is being 
mapped. Idea is to buy out the bal- 
cony or mezzanine for all openings 
and, by distributing cards through the 
audience, gain an average playgoer’s 
opinion of play. Annette Schein, 
theatre-party organizer and occa- 
sional producer, is sponsoring the 
plan, which involves co-operation 
with producers and the dailies. She 
would work through the Theatre 
Forum Alliance, an ‘intellectual’ 
playgoing group. 

Idea would be to have the pro- 
ducers include in their ads opinions 
of audience members as well as 
quotes from the reviews. It’s hoped 
that such a policy would find an au- 
dience for plays that are too weak 


tainment. 


Pointed out by several persons 





Huston, Gabel Consider 
Producing Oboler Play 


Arch Oboler, legit, film and radio 
writer, has completed a play, ‘Doctor 
Croton,’ which is being considered 
for production by Walter Huston and 
Martin Gabel. Understood neither 
actor is interested in appearing in 
the drama, which is based on a con- 
troversial medical subject. Gabel is 
also scheduled to produce ‘Lo and 
Behold’ with Mrs. Carly Wharton. 

Oboler, who returned from a film 
scripting stint in Hollywood about 
three months age, has alse written 
a Christmas play, ‘Bread on the 
Waters.’ on commission for the Co- 
lumbia Workshop, and CBS will air 
it tomorrow (Thursday). In addi- 
tion, his anti-dictatorship and anti- 





war drama, ‘The Signal,’ will be 


sad fai nee | broadcast Friday (23) over Mutual. 
for hit reviews, but are fair enter-|y atter piece was originally sched- 


uled by both NBC and CBS, but was | 
dropped because of its topical na- 


connected with Broadway manage- | ture. 


ment that the New York Post for 
several seasons sent a reporter to 
the openings and printed his sum- 
mary of opinions gathered from 
members of the audience. Although 
the consensus of playgoer opinion 
occasionally conflicted with the 
critic’s review, the paper’s practice 
had no noticeable effect on the box 
office. Paper has since discontinued 
printing such a feature on the theory 
readers didn’t read it. 


Although there used to be an au- 
dience for in-between shows, that 
condition no longer exists. In re- 
cent seasons there have come to be 
only two classes of shows—hits or | 
flops. Shows able to buck the critics 
are uncommon. A notable excep- 
tion was “Tobacco Road,’ now in its 
sixth year on Broadway. 


If the public believes a show isn’t 
worth the regular price, not even 
cut-rates will save it, experience has 
It has also been observed 
that some in-and-out shows that 
happen to get unanimously favorable 
notices have only brief runs. They 
start with a rush on the strength of 
the reviews, but when the subse- 
quent word-of-mouth isn’t so. fa- 
vorable, the shows quickly peter out. 


Miss Schein was the producer of 
“The Life and Loves of Dorian Gray’ 
several years ago and of last season’s 
‘Driftwood.’ She points to the loss 
of several theatre parties so far this 
season, through closing of shows by 
critics’ reviews, as instances where 
there was a public demand, despite 
the press comment. 


3 Acquitted of WPA 
B.0. irregularities 
Ask Return of Jobs 


Applications have been made for 
the reinstatement of three WPAers 
acquitted of ticket irregularities in 
Federal court, Brooklyn, last week. 
Trio was connected with the relief 
outfit’s circus. Theatrical Managers, 
Agents and Treasurers union acted 
for the trio, suspended six months 
ago when charges were first made. 


If they are reinstated the men 
would have the right to apply for 
baek pay. Abe Halle, manager of the 
circus, drew top wages, and his claim 
would approximate $1,100. Julius 
Spector, treasurer, and Joseph Har- 
ris, tickettaker, will seek appreciable 
amounts also. 

Paul Edwards, administrator of the 
New York Federal Theatre Project. 
is reported to have stated recently 
that favorable consideration would 
be given the cases if the men were 
exonerated. 


Wally Ford Set For 
W-K-Howard 39 Play 


Next appearance of Wallace Ford 
on the Broadway stage, since ‘Of 
Mice and Men,’ will be in ‘Harry,’ 
new play by Paul Trivers, which Wil- 
liam K. Howard, the film director, 
will produce early in 1939. 


Contracts for the production were 
signed last week (16) with Richard 
J. Madden representing the author, 
and William Jaffe handling details 
for Howard. 

















GREAT LADY’ IN 
RED FOR 1806, 
TOP FLOP 


Closing of ‘Great Lady’ at the Ma- 
jestic, New York, Saturday (17) after 
playing two weeks and three nights 
represented one of the season’s most 
costly failures. Show is estimated to 
have gone into the red for $180,000. 
Whether that included $60,000 re- 
puted to have been used to meet 
contractual obligations when Frank 
Crumit was preparing to produce the 
operetta is not clear. Understood 
Robert L. Hague was a backer when 
Crufmit owned the rights. 

‘Lady’ was presented by Dwight 
Deere Wiman and J. H. del Bondio. 
Stated that the production outlay 
was made oy Wiman alone, although 
others were mentioned as having 
been concerned, including Jock Whit- 














| ' GREAT LADY 


Opened Dec. 1, ’38. Opinions 
|| divided. Coleman, (Mirror) 
said it was ‘beautiful, but dull.’ 
Mandle (News): ‘A pleasant 


evening.’ Variety (Ibee): ‘In-. 
dications point toe limited 
chances. 











ney and Louis Lurie, the latter a 
wealthy San Franciscan. Former 
was said to have been in on Wiman’s 
‘On Borrowed Time,’ which fared 
very well on Broadway, but was re- 
cently called in from the road after 
only moderate business. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Stars in Your Eyes’ (‘It’s All 
Yours,’ ‘Swing to the Left’)—Dwight 
Deere Wiman. 

Henry IV’—Maurice Evans. 

‘The American Way’—Sam H. Har- 
ris and Max Gordon. 

‘Set to Music’—John C. Wilson. 

‘Mamba’s Daughters’—Guthrie Mc- 
Clintic. 

‘Everywhere I Roam’—Connelly 
and Blau. 

‘The Primrose Path’—George Ab- 
bott. 

‘Dear Octopus’—John C. Wilson. 

‘Gentle People’—Group. 

‘Don’t Throw Glass Houses’—Con- 
temporary Stage. 

‘The White Steed’—Eddie Dowling. 

‘Bright Revel’—William Kilcullen. 

‘Angela Is 22’—John J. Wildberg. 

‘Michael Drops In’—Massey and 
Elkins. 

‘Importance of Being Earnest’ (re- 
vival)—Aldrich and Myers. 











Community Theatre Aid 


Montevallo, Ala., Dec. 20. 

By a Federal grant of $30,000, dra- 
matic activities in the smaller com- 
munities of Alabama are to receive 
professional guidance from a drama 
service bureeu under the sponsorship 
of Alabama College of this city. 

Bureau is to operate on a state- 
wide basis, «s counselor to teachers 
and directors of drama. 








'vising it 
|Miss Printemps and Boucher al- 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Dec. 19) 





Ballet Russe, Chi- 
cago. 
‘Merchant of Yonkers’ (Jane Cowl- 


June Walker), Colonial, Boston. 


‘Susan and God’ (Gertrude Law- 
rence), Harris, Chicago. 


*‘Tebacco Road,’ Cox, 


5. F. FAIR GETS 
EQUITY RULES 


Working conditions have been 
established by Equity for dramatic 
repertory proposed for San Fran- 
cisco’s Golden Gate Exposition. Same 
regulations will probably apply to 
New York’s World’s Fair. General 
plan is for condensed versions of 
plays, to be played within an hour. 


Repertory would consist of four 
plays, to be rehearsed four weeks, 
with the usual pay for rehearsals ap- 
plying. Players would receive at 
least $40 weekly. If there should be 
more than three performances daily 
and 21 weekly, there would be pro- 
rata increases for the entire cast. 
Players would not appear more than 
48 hours weekly. 


Equity’s Coast division has been 
advised of union requirements should 
the colored ‘Run Lil’ Chillun,’ a 
WPA-er, be switched to a commer- 
cial tie-up. The plan was nixed by 
Equity, among other stage unions, 
and the WPA has decided to \keep 
the show under its auspices. Should 
‘Chillun’ go commercial, however, 
players must belong to Equity and 


Auditorium, 


Cincinnati 








the association’s minimum salary 
would have to be paid. Regular 
wage scales for stagehands, musi- 


cians and other stage unions would 
also apply. 





WRITER SEEKS BALM 


Rip Sues Printemps, Boucher for 15G 
in ‘Renege’ on Paris Production 








Paris, Dec. 12. 

Rip, of the Rip and Willemetz 
revue-writing team, is suing Yvonne 
Printemps and Victor Boucher, co- 
directors of the Theatre Michodiere, 
for 500,000 francs (about $13,330). 
Origin of suit dates back to 1933 
when Rip wrote a revue, later re- 
with Willemetz, which 


legedly were going to produce at 
the Michodiere. 

Date set for premiere was Thurs- 
day (15), but the co-directors have 
declined production because Rip and 
Willemetz have another revue run- 
ing at the Bouffes-Parisiens. Rip 
calls that an insult to the writers’ 
ability, reasoning that Miss Prin- 
temps and Boucher think he and his 
partner can’t write two revues that 
will run successfully at the same 
time (or maybe it’s all good free 
space). 





Future Plays 


‘Scandals,’ George White’s first re- 
vue since 1935, bows in March. Book 
by Edwin Gilbert, Jay Gorney, Don- 
ald Gibbs; lyrics by E. Y. Harburg 
and Gorney. White is now on the 
Coast, huddling with Gorney on 
casting. 

‘One for the Money,’ intimate topi- 
cal revue by Nancy Hamilton, with 
songs by Morgan Lewis, is set for 
Broadway presentation. Producers 
will be Robert F. Cutler, who tried 
it out last summer at his Suffern. 
N. Y., strawhat; Stanley Gilkey and 
Gertrude Macey, of the Cornell-Mc- 
Clintic offices. Understood John 
Hay Whitney money will back it. 

John Murray Anderson will stage, 
with Robert Ross directing the 
sketches. John Koenig, who did the 
original sets at Suffern, will prob- 
ably design the production. 

‘Little Foxes,’ by Lillian Hellman, 
follows ‘Merchant of Yonkers’ on 
Herman Shumlin’s schedule. Play, 
which gets its title from quotation 
from the Song of Solomon, will star 
Talluluh Bankhead. 








Todd’s British Play 
Hollywood, Dec. 20. 





Michael Todd is combing Holly-’ 
wood for names to head the cast of 
his British legit comedy, ‘The As- | 
tonished Ostrich.’ | 

Plans to tour play before taking it 





into Los Angeles and New York. | 


Kondolf Says N. Y. FTP Lacks Talent, 
Thus Causing Production Letdown 





DeFore Critically Ill 
In New York Hospital 


Don DeFore, young actor who re- 
cently came from the Coast to appear 


in the short-lived ‘Where Do We Go 
from Here?’ at the Vanderbilt, New 
York, is in a critical condition in a 
N. Y. hospital, with peritonitis. He 
was reported slightly improved yes- 
terday (Tuesday), but still suffering 
intense pain, 

Actor was taken ill Wednesday 
night (14) and after being under a 
doctor’s care, was removed Saturday 
(i7) to the hospital, where his ap- 
pendix, gall bladder and a stomach 
ulcer were removed, 


WPA PERSONNEL 
HIKE SOUGHT 
BY EQUITY 


At Equity’s meeting Friday (16) in 
the Astor hotel, New York, a resolu- 
tion was adopted that messages be 
sent to Washington asking that the 
relief theatre personnel be increased 
and that no cuts be made, Early last 
week WPA heads withdrew an order 
to slice 25% of the people from the 
payroll. 

It was also proposed that an ar- 
rangement be worked out whereby 
Equity membership cards would be 
recognized by other artist unions in 
the Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America, the parent performer 
union, instead of the present inter- 
changeability rules. Latter stipulate 
that when a legiter goes into another 
performing field he must join the 
union having jurisdiction over that 
field. Performer would pay differ- 
ence in dues should that be neces- 
sary. 

Arthur Byron, Equity’s president, 
presided for a time at the associa- 
tion’s quarterly meeting. Player was 
taken ill with an ear affection re- 
cently and, while virtually recov- 
ered, has been ordered on a strict 
routine by doctors. 











‘Clowns’ Perplexes 
B’way Critics; Some 
Back for 2d Reviews 


Broadway critics were frankly 
puzzled over the meaning of Philip 
Barry’s ‘Here Come the Clowns,’ in 
which Eddie Dowling is playing his 
most serious part, at the Booth, New 
York. To date, two have written 
second notices, the others also indi- 
cating they would cover the drama 
again. Since opening, the play’s rou- 
tine has been changed and the per- 
formance is given in two acts; for- 
merly, it was in three. 


Richard Watts, Jr., in follow-up 
comment in the Herald Tribune, re- 
garded ‘Clowns’ as the most provoca- 
tive play of the season. Brooks At- 
kinson’s second notice in the Times 
yesterday (Tues.) morning, contra- 
dicted the original review, mention- 
ing ‘the play’s beauty,’ which 
emerged from ‘the vexations of the 
first night as the author's finest 
work.’ Critic repeated, however, 
that he’s unable ot follow the au- 
thor ‘into the region of submission 
and devotion or to understand pre- 
cisely what he means.’ 

‘Clowns’ started moderately well 
and business is claimed to be stead- 
ily improving. 








Miami’s Strawhatter 


Miami, Dec. 20. 
Strawhat theatre has returned to 
Miami. Cloyd Head, formerly with 
the Goodman Art Theatre, Chicago, 
has organized a group which recent- 
ly presented five one-acters as its 
first effort. 


Next offering, in Cocoanut Grove, 
will be ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter.’ 
Group handicapped by lack of a the- 
atre. Last production was staged 
on the roof of the A’ azar hotel, with 
seating capacity of only 100. 








Complaints against the Federal 
Theatre Project in New York drew 
the spotlight in Equity circles last 
week. Principal complaint was WPA 
group’s lagging production this sea- 
son. An explanatory letter was re- 
ceived from George Kondolf, pro- 
duction director, in answer to the 
complaint. 

Though Kondolf’s contentions may 
sound convincing, Equity questions 
his more important points. It was the 
first time Kondolf had stated his posi- 
tion in detail and his offer of wel- 
coming suggestions from Equity is 
expected to be accepted. Stated that 


up to now it has been difficult to 


contact the director and no explana- 
tions of the delays had been obtained. 


Reported that a year ago there 
were 60 actors in the ‘Pool’ (Prov- 
incetown Playhouse), where players 
await assignments, and currently 
there are around 300 awaiting call 
for rehearsals. Figures were men- 
tioned to refute Kondolf’s claim that 
there is not enough talent on the 
project. By inference that was taken 
to mean that the type of players de- 
sired are not on the payroll. 

Arouses Resentment 


While that probably includes part 
of the situation, it aroused resent- 
ment among the players in WPA. 
They have objected to being kept 
idle, forced to rehearse the same 
scenes for months, after which the 
shows are indefinitely postponed. 
Players pointed out that the project 
is for reliefers and that perform- 
ances not only afford the way to ex- 
press themselves but there’s always 
the chance that they may be seen 
and given engagements commer- 
cially. 

Equity’s Council, after listening to 
a WPA delegation last week, decided 
no names would be mentioned in a 
complaint sent to Hallie Flanagan, 
national FTP director, and Paul Ed- 
wards, administrator of N. Y.’s FTP. 
Kondolf, however, desired to explain 
his side and his letter followed. It 
was in answer to Equity deputies in 
WPA, who charged him with ‘ignor- 
ing the fundamentals on which FTP 
was founded,’ and who asked that 
he be replaced. 


Sought B’way Standards 


Deputies said that Kondolf con- 
centrated on attempts to put on 
shows approximating Broadway 
standards and passed up other stage 
activities, including Negro and chil- 
dren’s theatres (colored ‘Androcles 
and the Lion’ opened Friday (16) at 
the Lafayette, in Harlem, and ‘Pinoc- 
chio’ is a holiday attraction at the 
Ritz). Director claims there are not 
enough theatres under lease to pro- 
vide spots for the new plays accept- 
ed for production and he’s retarded 
because of that and casting handi- 
caps. He also claimed that shows 
held over from last season pre- 
vented the new shows from going on 
as scheduled. 


One of the main issues in the dis- 
pute is the record delay in getting 
‘Sing for Your Supper’ on the boards. 
It’s now promised for next month. 
Revue is rehearsing at the Adelphi, 
which was darkened by the with- 
drawal of ‘One Third of a Nation.’ 
Closing of the latter was regarded as 
necessary in order to get ‘Sing’ into 
playable shape. However, the show 
has been in rehearsal, in one form or 
another, for considerably more than 
a year. 

At Equity’s quarterly meeting Fri- 
day (16), the WPA situation was 
finally referred to the Federation of 
Arts Unions committee, whose visit 
to Washington last week to protest 
proposed personnel cuts resulted in 
rescinding the order. 





Landlady, Bowling Pards 
Have Cuts of Royalties 


William Bewers, author of ‘Where 
Do We Go from Here?’, which closed 
recently at the Vanderbilt, N. Y., 
owned only 30% of his rights in the 
play. He lost 10% to Robert Hol- 
bert, an architect, in a bowling 
match in Los Angeles last summer 
during rehearsals for the show’s 
tryout and gave another 5% to his 
landlady in lieu of board. Other 
55% went for similar items. 

When Bowers received his first 
$175 advance royalty for the Broad- 
way presentation of the play, Wis 
‘partners’ all pounced on him for 
their share. He has had several nib- 
bles from Hollywood for the film 
rights, but wants a good price. since 
he’ll retain such a small percentage. 
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Mgrs. Exempt 


From Pay, Fare Guarantee Deposits 








Ultimately, Equity will require all 
managers to deposit security guar- 
anteeing salaries and transportation 
of players in road shows. The num- 
ber of managers exempted has been 
cut and there will probably be no 
additions to the exemption list. 
There has been none for the past 10 
years or more. 

Recently, eight names were 
stricken off, leaving 25 remaining, 
the latter including only the more 
active producers. Reason for elimi- 
nating the others was mostly be- 
cause of inactivity. However, there 
still remains a number who have 
either presenied no shows in recent 
seasons or have no intention of do- 
ing so. 

Because of the requirements, 
whereby managers taking shows out 
of town must post two weeks’ sal- 
ary and return fares, there pres- 
ently are almost no standings among 
managers, a situation contrary to 
former seasons when road shows 
were highly profitable. Some of the 
older showmen frankly admit hav- 
ing taken chances in the past when 
touring plays, but Equity was not 
as strong at that time to demand 
what is presently specifies. 

In the past season or so, shoe- 
string production has been reduced 
to a minimum and might partially 
explain the dearth of shows on 
Broadway this season, since guar- 
anteeing salaries is just as much a 
requirement as on the road. 

Managers who may no longer pro- 
duce without posting surety with 
Equity are William Harris, Jr., 
Charles Frohman, Inc., George Ty- 
ler, Charles Hopkins, Charles Wag- 
ner, Walter Hampden, Eva La Gal- 
lienne and Kenneth MacGowan. 
Latter, formerly a newspaperman, 
has been on the Coast for several 
years. Hopkins has been with the 
Federal Theatre Project. Wagner 
got jammed up with the Coast re- 
vival of ‘Porgy and Bess,’ refusing 
to make good on a guarantee, but 
he finally paid off. Miss La Gal- 
lienne and Hampden are occasional 
actor-managers. 

In most instances those not re- 
quired to post guarantees have 
rarely called for arbitration of sal- 
ary disputes and none has defaulted 
on salaries. A threatened actors 
strike in 1924 was prevented when 
a group of managers, headed by the 
Shuberts, signed a 10-year pact with 
Equity, the latter being guaranteed 
that arbitrated salary claims would 
be paid by that managerial asso- 
ciation. Those not in the group 
were required to post security but 
Equity reserved the right to name 
an exempt list of other showmen not 
allied with the Shuberts. 

There were several costly runouts , 
and showmen in the association had 
to pay off the claims. Eventually, | 
the pact was scrapped prior to its 
expiration, both sides claiming 
breaches. Currently, there’s a basic 
agreement in which all managers are 
included. It’s dependent on the en- 
forcement of the ticket code but 
salary matters ere not included in 
the deal. 

| 


SHAKESPEARE’S SPICY 











‘MEASURE’ FOR BWAY 





Helen Hayes-Ruth Gordon-Charles 
MacArthur revival of ‘Measure for 
Measure’ is a possibility for Broad- 
Way next season. Actresses would | 
not appear in the comedy, but are 
reported considering producing it) 
with MacArthur, Miss Hayes’ hus- | 
band. Miss Hayes and Miss Gordon | 





You Figure It Out 


Stagehand 





and Theatrical 
Managers, Agents and Treas- 
urers unions are reported 
agreed on picketing the French 
theatre, showing regularly at the 
Barbizon Plaza hotel, New 
York. Management contended 
the venture is an amateur one 
and so should not come within 
union regulations. 

Admitting that the players, 
who came from France, are 
professional, management coun- 
tered by claiming 


‘amateur’ part of the setup. 


ca od a 


tha 
aie 











Merk’s ‘Kings’ 
Off; Guild Preps 
‘Jeremiah Next 


With the status of ‘Five Kings’ in- 
definite, the Theatre Guild’s next 
production will be ‘Jeremiah,’ which 


goes into rehearsal next week. 
‘Kings’ was to have been produced 
by the Mercury Theatre group in 
association with the Guild, but the 
earliest tentative date for showing 
would have been in February. Mer- 
cury has not advised the Guild that 
there’s any change of the plans, 
other than the postponement. It will 
not reach the boards, however, until 
after Maurice Evans’ ‘Henry IV,’ due 
at the St. James, New York, Jan. 30. 
Latter deals with virtually the same 
period in English history covered 
by ‘Kings. The Evans company 
is laying off ‘Hamlet’ this week for 
‘Henry’ rehearsals. 

‘Jeremiah’ will not be shown at 
the Guild theatre, which relights next 
week with Herman Shumlin’s pro- 
duction of ‘Merchant from Yonkers,’ 


(Continued on page 45) 








Signed by Lunts 


Thelma Schnee, graduate of Car- 
negie Tech drama school here last 
February, signed by the Lunts as 
general understudy for their acting 
company and also for role of Nina 
in ‘Sea Gull,’ 

She replaces Uta Hagen, latter 
quitting upon becoming bride of 
Jose Ferrer, actor. Miss Hagen, 
however, will do ‘Gull’ next month 
in Chi, withdrawing permanently 
after that. 








|Music and Lyrics To 


Feature New Coward 


Show; Has 17 Songs 


‘Set to Music,’ the Noel Coward 
revue, which John C. Wilson will 
present at the Music Box, New York, 
Jan, 16, is almost entirely a tune and 
lyric show, with no dances, except 
for a bit at the finale. Beatrice Lil- 
lie, who will be supported by an all- 
English cast, will have four princi- 
pal numbers. There will be but two 
skits and the score will consist of 17 
old and new numbers. 


The music will dominate, and the 
orchestra will play for an hour and 
five minutes without cessation from 
the overture. An eight-minute skit 
will be the first breather before the 
end of the first act. Six numbers 
were in ‘Words and Music,’ produced 
in London by C. B. Cochran several 
seasons ago. Another is out of Cow- 
ard’s ‘Operetta’ done in London last 
season. Rest are new. 

‘Music,’ which debuts in Boston 
Monday (26), will have 10 showgirls 
who will neither sing nor dance. 
Several were brought over with the 
cast, the balance being American 
models and mannequins. 

Sole dance bit is a solo tap num- 
ber slated for Winthrop Dudley, said 
to be a son of Bide Dudley, former 
columnist and now a radio drama 
critic. His daughter, Doris, is cur- 
rently in ‘Here Come the Clowns,’ 
Booth, N. Y. Young Dudley sports 
a fright-wig shock of red hair a la 
Harpo Marx. He was given a spot 
in the show by Coward who caught 
him in an audition. 

Wilson will also open ‘Dear Octo- 
pus’ in Boston next week, it coming 
in ahead of ‘Music’ at the Broad- 
hurst. 
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League Seeks to Halt Outright Sales 


Of New Year's Tickets to Agencies; | 


Probes ‘Digging’ at ‘Hellz’ Boxoffice 





Adding Insult 


Boxoffice man was called be- 
fore Federal officials in New 
York for questioning by Litwin 
and Nolan who have been in- 
vestigating ticket matters for 
the past 18 months. When told 
there was an assessment against 
him, the treasurer said he was 
broke and wondered if he could 
get a touch from the Feds. 

They chased him out of the 
office. 




















Reserve Verdict 


On Pleas of Two 
Ticket Violators 


Status of the appeal from the im- 
prisonment sentences for ticket vio- 
lations of Phil Guiran and Sam 
Bloom, of the Leo Newman ticket 
agency, awaits a ruling by Judge | 
Martin F. Manton in New York Fed- 
eral court. They contested the Gov- 
ernment’s assessments against the 
agency on the ground that it con- 
stituted a ‘tax upon a tax.’ Court 
said if the law was wrong, brokers 
should seex a change in Washington. 

When Judge John C. Knox passed | 
sentence last spring he decreed that 
while the men were to get six 
months, one could serve first with 
the second to serve his term follow- 
ing the first’s release. In that way, 
he figured, the business would not 
be impaired by the absence of both 
at the same time. Court advised the 
defendants to toss a coin to decide 
who would take the rap first. 

It appears that their attorney 


(Continued on page 45) 
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League of New York Theatres is 
trying to settle two problems in con- 
nection with the ticket code, one 
dealing with the outright sale of 
tickets for New Year’s Eve per- 


formances on Broadway, the other 
concerning complaints that tickets 
for certain attractions were difficult 
to obtain at the boxoffice. Possible 
that the League will act against one 
of its members, on the latter or both 
counts. 

League contends that the public 
can obtain desired tickets for all 
shows at the boxoffice if willing to 
buy far enough in advance. Com- 
plaints have been made that such is 
not the case, particularly for ‘Hellza- 
poppin’ at the Winter Garden, where 
prospective purchasers were told 
tickets were available only for per- 
formances 10 weeks in the future. 
House management (Shuberts) is 
said to have explained that the de- 
mand for tickets is so heavy that it 
could not accommodate all those 
seeking admission in the near future. 

Under the code theatres are re- 
quired to hold 25% of the tickets at 
the boxoffice for direct sale, but it 
was intimated the rule was not being 
followed. ‘Hellz’ is regarded most 
highly by agencies, and therefore the 
boxoffice has been the target for 
more ‘digging’ than for any other 
show of recent seasons. Whether 
accredited brokers are getting many 
of the tickets so obtained is not cer- 
tian. Claimed the ‘diggers’ are mostly 
operating for the smaller ticket peo- 
ple. 

Complaints also apply to regular 
agencies concerning the same attrac- 
tion, mostly over the unavailability 
of tickets for more than two weeks 
in advance, Brokers deny they are 
withholding tickets for future per- 
formances and claim they have not 
the accommodations for more than a 
two-week supply for all shows. 
Rules originally called for agency 
allotments to be limited to two 
weeks, but they were changed, mak- 
ing it discretionary among the in- 
dividual managers. 

Tickets for New Year’s Eve were 
sold outright to brokers for some 
shows, and the agencies assumed the 
75¢ premium limit would not apply. 
League promptly ruled such transac- 
tions were evasions of the code and 
ordered theatres to return the money 
to the agencies, with the tickets ob- 
tained by the latter to be regarded 


as regular allotments. Reported that 


the refunds were made. 

New Year’s Eve performances are 
usually the biggest draws of the 
season, but because of the upped 
prices, agencies taking tickets on al- 
lotment aren’t exceeding the number 
handled for regular performances, 
because all such extras are not re- 
turnable. Last week the League se- 
cured possession from an agency of 
tickets purchased for double the 
boxoffice price, $8.80 being charged 
for a $4.40 show. Agency is one which 
did not sign the code and the sale, 
therefore, was not a violation. 


BASCOM RETURNING 
TO TICKET AGENTING 


George Bascom, formerly one of 
the major ticket brokers in New 
York is returning to that business. 
Several years ago he experienced 
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witnessed a special private we f tnancial reverses and his string of 
ance of the play last week at the | agencies was absorbed by McBride’s 


Special Exploitation Advantages : 








Martin Beck, N. Y., by members of | | Recently, however, McBride’s re-in- 
_corporated so that the Bascom spots 
became a literal part of the whole, 

| thereby releasing him to use his 
_hame for ticket activities. 

_ Bascom had operated principally 

|in class hotels and is re-starting at 
the Park Lane. Several exclusive 

clubs will also be supplied, 


| 
| 
| Greenwood to Revive 


‘ Arthur did not attend, but on the 
? recommendation of the two stars he 
tried to arrange another perform- | 
ance for agents and Broadway man- 
agers. However, several members of 
the company believed themselves 


miscast and nixed the suggestion. USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL 


| 

j 

} 

‘Measure’ is one of Shakespeare’s | | 








spiciest’ comedies and the Hayes- | 
Gordon-MacArthur combination be- | 
lieve it would be a natural for | j 


> ane rye 2D ggg ay Reser vations and Copy May Be Sent to Any 
Variety Office 








‘Letty’ on the Coast 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Charlotte Greenwood Starts re- 
| hearsals here this week in 


the forthcoming ‘Victoria’ tour, Miss } 
Hayes will be inactive the rest of 
the season, but is reported to have a| 


play in mind for next season. Miss | ‘Leaning 


| ’ : 
Gordon is slated for John Golden's | NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD CHICAGO LONDON yon Letty,” legit revival to reopen El 
: Production of ‘The Birds Stop Sing- | YO Capitan, dark for stage shows during 
ing.’ MacArthur is co-author with | 154 W. 46th St. 1708 No. Vine St 54 W. Randolph St. | last two years. : 


Ben Hecht of a new comedy which 
Gilbert Miller may produce this | 


8 St.Martin’s PL | 
if 
spring. i : = | 


Miss Greenwood appeared in the 


same play at the same house three 
years ago. 
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Plays Abroad 





GENEVA 


London, Dec. 9. 

Drama by George Bernard Shaw in 
three acts: presented by Roy Limbert. 
Staged by H. K. Ayliff. At Sayville, Lon- 
don 
Begonia Brown....ccccsceoe4 Alison Leggatt | 
ME ocWssbé soc 6 habs coeeseans Donald Eccles | 
Newcomer. ...+ssecseses William 
EEO 2 ca vcdecccccvvccssesece Phillippa Gill | 
FOUTNBNSt. 0... cccccccdccccens Tom Anstead | 
PGR. o 5.crnsneesndsudetesee H. R. Hignett | 
Commissar Posky..........-.Arthur Ridley | 
MOTOR ic cs Ceccscdoows sence Cyril Gardiner | 


Sir Orpheus Midlander....Ernest Thesiger | 
BOGE: co ce ciccocccecccoseced Alexander Knox 
Boatrothed.....cccccccssccsenes Tully Comber | 
Bomhadone...cccccccccccoeccese Ceil Touncer | 
SPERM SK 6 os coWeecedecctveetes Walter Hudd | 
SPOMCOTORS. 06s cd elecveccoete Olive Milbourne | 
General Flanco.......... R. 


Stuart Lindsell | 
i 


Bernard Shaw’s 50th play, ‘Geneva,’ 


lacks the strength of Shavian prede- 
cessors. 

First two acts possess clever dialog 
but on the whole there is too much | 
talk to enable the play to get by. | 
The last act runs an hour and 40 
minutes when all it would need 
would be a few explanatory lines. 
Actually, the whole play could be| 
condensed to the final scene, which is | 
well worth seeing. 

It’s an excellent satire on 
League of Nations—shockingly funny, 
but with an underlying tragedy. 
Hitler, Mussolini and Franco (thinly 
disguised in name, and cunningly 
suggested by costume) have been 
summoned before the court of the 
League of Nations on various crim- 
inal charges. Their oratorical de- 
fenses are brilliant pieces of satire. 
However, their character drawings, 
while exaggerated, never approach 
caricature. 

The bombastic struttings and 
boastings of the two chief dictators 
are quietly contrasted by the diffi- 
dent, whimsical utterances of the 
British Foreign Secretary, who's an 
onlooker on behalf of his govern- 
ment. In this character, the sly 
Shavian digs, in word and gesture, 
are perfectly exploited by Ernest 
Thesiger. A 

A serious problem in connection 
with this opus is that it would have 
to be rewritten almost daily to be 
sufficiently topical. For example, 
when it was produced at the Malvern 
Festival last summer, there was no 
indication that Musso was anti-Se- 
mitic. It has now become necessary 
to include this in his portraiture. The 
only alteration the censor made was 
the omisston of the moustache from 
the Fuehrer. Jolo. 


Un Amour de Shakespeare 


(‘A Love of Shakespeare’) 
Paris, Dec. 8. 








Drama in four acts by Jean Auzanet; 
Presented by Jean Bary. Stars Samson 
Fainsilber; features Era Berkson, Made- 
leine Clariond. Staged by Aime Clariond; 
— Henri Casadessus. At the Antoine, 

aris. 

Cast: Samson Fainsilber, Eva Berkson, 
Madeleine Clariond, Georges Jamin, Jean 
Tissot-Dupont, Germaine Grainval, Juliette 
Malherbe, Grossmann, Raymond Muller, 
Georges Rigaud, Michelle Stani, Raymond 
Menage, Marius Clemenceau, Albert Rieux, 
Henry Verite, Paul Didier, Jan Margatt, 
Albert Rieux, Marcel Larchey, Tony Lanu- 
rent, Raymond Debreuil, Marcel Sicard, 
Marcel Talmont, Danielle Josisiere. 





While facts and dates are juggled 
to fit the plot and imaginative con- 
structions are given free license to 
create ‘Un Amour de Shakespeare,’ 
Jean Auzanet has nevertheless pre- 
sented an interesting aspect of 
Shakespeare's life, however mythical 
it might be, in what will arouse con- 
siderable appeal to theatregoers 
everywhere. 

The French dramtist and poet, who 
has contributed nothing to the 
French stage in some time, makes no 
attempt to settle the question of 
identity in creating the ‘dark lady’ 
of the sonnets, merely letting her be 
known as Lady Sybil Lindsay. For 
convenience sake she’s the mistress 
of the Earl of Southampton, Baron 
of Tichfield—generally accepted as 
the ‘young man’ to whom Shake- 
speare did dedicate many sonnets, 
as well as ‘a love’ of the Bard, 
created as a reality for the first time 
in this play. - 

Four stages of Shakespeare's life 
are shown. The predominant theme 
shows the conflict within himself 
which reaches a crisis in the first 
three acts, followed by his peaceful 
death in the garden of his Stratford- 
on-Avon home. Shakespeare’s friend- 
ship for Marlowe is used as one of 
the motivating reasons for the play- 
wright’s actions but his presence is 
factually incorrect as far as dates 
are concerned. Marlowe was dead 
before ‘Hamlet’ was presented in 
London when the action opens and 
Shakespeare’s son, Hamlet, no longer 
lived at this time. Yet the latter’s 
death furnishes the turning point of 
the conflict, between wife and mis- 
tress. But that Auzanet knows his 
Shakespeare and has successfully 
interpreted this so-little touched 
phase of his life with great under- 
standing there’s no doubt. Much of 
the dialog, which is forceful and im- 
pressive, is in verse. Too many sub- 
Sidiary incidents, however, tend to 
somewhat submerge the initial in- 
tention, 

High pitch of third act allows anti- 
climax at end but his contentment, 
even though allied with his sorrow 
nc gg to alleviate letdown some- 
what. 


«+. With the exception of one or two 


the | 





places, a high standard of acting is 
maintained, with Samson Fainsilber 
forcefully portraying Shakespeare. 
Eva Berkson carries the femme lead 
almost equally as well. Madeleine 
Clariond successfully portrays a pa- 
tient, loving wife. Jean Tissot-Du- 
pont does a difficult characterization 


ries Henri de Tichfield well. Ray- 
mond Muller does not fully realize 
the part of the Italian poet, Florio, 


and Georges Rigaud misses as Bur- 
bidge. : 
Sets and costumes are lavish. 


Hugo. 


(‘The Last Dance’) 
Budapest, Dec. 9. 





A new Play by Ferenc Herczeg is 
the big event of the season. He’s 
universally acknowledged as_ the 
leading dramatist and literary ‘grand 
old man’ of Hungary, has great local 
prestige for both literary and politi- 
cal reasons, and while he’s usually 
anything but prolific, his new dra- 
matic products are nevertheless ac- 
claimed with fanfare. 

The 76-year-old dramatist has pro- 
duced a comedy of surprisingly good 
tempo and freshness, which bids fair 
to be excellent b.o. here, with possi- 
bilities of universal appeal, chiefly 
because it’s built on a brilliant femi- 
nine role. Gizi Bajor plays the 
double part of mother and daughter, 
with the action taking place during 
an afternoon and evening. 

The mother is a dancing, flirting 
gadabout, who refuses to grow old. 
Her husband, an eminent architect, 
doesn’t interfere with her, feeling 
secure in the knowledge that she 
merely plays with fire, and the worst 
never happens. Judith, the daughter, 
is the serious type, who disapproves 
of her mother’s actions. 

Things come to a head when the 
dancing mother ensnares Boronkay, 
a famous scientist, just returned after 
a prolonged stay in America. Judith 
resents her mother being an object 
of derisive comment among her fel- 
low-students at the university; be- 
sides, she wants to be an assistant in 
Boronkay’s laboratory, but not on her 
mother’s merits. She evolves the 
unoriginal plot of bringing her 
mother back to her father’s side by 
making her jealous of him. 

Miss Bajor gives a fine perform- 
ance. She has six changes in the 
four brief acts. Attila Petheo, as the 
husband, is first rate. Dialog is glib 
and witty, skimming the surface 
rather cynically. Jacobi. 


| WPA Play 


Androcles and the Lion 


(NEGRO WPA) 


Drama in prolog and two acts by George 
Bernard Shaw: presented by the Federal 
Theatre Project; produced by Philip Bar- 
her; staged by Samuel Rosen; settings, 
Manuel Fssman; costumes, Perry Watkins; 











music, George Couvreur; at Lafayette, 
N. Y., Dec. 16, '88. 5i5c. top. 
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Federal Theatre Project has dipped 
into the Sh-vian bag of tricks to 
emerge with one of the lesser suc- 
cesses in presenting its Negro play- 
ers in ‘Androcles and the Lion.’ Per- 


ceiving in the past what is topical in 
this present, the WPA group is 
again dabbling among the perse- 
cuted, doing it not expertly perhaps, 
but nevertheless with a sprightliness 
that should gain some favor among 
the socially conscious, 


This is the old tale that Shaw put 
to drama, about the Christian tailor 
who plucked a thorn from the paw 
of a lion, thus endearing the animal 
to him. Sparked by the author's 
excellent wit and dialog, ‘Androcles’ 
assumes modern undertones in its 
telling of the Roman oppression of 
Christianity during the days of 
Caesar. 

Samuel Rosen’s staging is excellent 
and the general production, except- 
ing a few instances, is good, but it 
remains for a forthright, powerful 
characterization of the evangelist 
Ferrovius, played by Daniel Haynes, 
to give the force and power that 
carries the play. 


It’s an ideal combination, that of 
Shaw and the Negro group. 

Arthur Wilson is an excellent 
Androcles and Add Bates is surpris- 
ingly leonine, but, of course, it’s 
Haynes’ show all the way. Edna 
Thomas, as Lavina,. and Wardell 











Saunders, as Spintho, too, show to 


good advantage. ie e 





| 
| 


Heilbronn | of Marlowe and Georges Jamin car-| 


N. Y¥., one performance only, Dec. 18, '38; 
8c top. 

Gorham cecccccccccecccccess Terry Maples 
TACOD cecocecscdscvessccescs George Yesner 
Pug*sley cccecescccccssecsecs Edward Mann 
Grabbie ccccccccscccescces Peter M. Leeds 
HugBinS covcccccccscsesss Billy Sands 
Mar coccsedevceocosoevese’ Robert Joseph 

JARO coccccceccccsecesocsece Jess Wynne 
Harper ceccsccccesess Harold Gould 
MQSON .ccccecccscceseveres Cc 1 Natapoff | 
Francine ..sseseeeces ..e» Judy Parrish 

| JANCWAY ceccecccesscesssses Hienry Lett | 
ee ere ere Richard Ross 
DURBAN ccccccccesccceves Nat Firthenbaum 
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| Actors’ Co. and hoping to get ex-| 
perience and to be séeii, last Sunday | 


| 
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Comedy in faur acias by Feremc Herczeg. 
At Kamara, Budapest. 
| Cornelius. ..ccsccccccccsscccccsed Attila Patho 
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Play on B’way 
PRESS TIME 


Comedy melodrama in three acts (five 
scenes), by Stedman Coles and Jerome 
Brookman; directed by Joseph C. Pevney; 
presented by Actors’ 








Group of young legiters, all Equity 


calling themseives the 


night (18) at the Labor Stage, N. Y., 
offered as their first production of 
their second season this awkward 


piece of union pamphleteering by 
Stedman Coles and Jerome Brook- 
man (names said to be phoney). 


Play, a lopsided view of newspa- | 


unionism and industrial labor 


per 


° ° ° | 
strife in a small midwest town, ls a} 


rickety contraption inat sputters an- 
grily but expires without generating 
enough power to get motion. Au- 
thors are obviously Newspaper 
Guild members in good standing, but 


it may be doubted if they rate as | 


well in the Dramatists Guild. 


Nearly all the vital action of ‘Press 
Time’ takes place offstage, including 
a strike riot, a murder, a vigilante 
lynching attempt and a jail delivery, 
but what transpires onstage is com- 
paratively innocuous. Two most in- 
teresting characters, a villainous in- 
dustrialist and an obliging strip- 
tease gal, appear only in the dialog. 


Even considering the script inade- 
quacies, the direction is weak. Joseph 
C. Pevney, who staged it, apparently 
has an eye for character, but little 
feeling for pace. With no visible 
relation to requirements, occasionally 
bursts into a frenzied rush and then 
presently slumps back into a rut. 


Under the circumstances, several 
of the individual performances are 
surprisingly convincing. Cecil Nata- 
pofft’s plodding special assignment 
reporter is played with understand- 
ing and proper shading. Edward 
Mann’s jumping-jack cameraman 
shows an infectious comic sense and 
Jess Wynne’s crusading editor brings 
a badly written part into focus. 
Peter M. Leeds manages the explo- 
sive facets of the Lothario reporter, 
but overacts outrageously in the 
comedy sequences. Robert Joseph 
mouths the lines of the journalistic- 
ally-ethical rewrite man, and Judy 
Parrish is illogically good-looking 
but otherwise authentic as the sob- 
sister. Richard Ross’ grimaces 
through the part of the police chief 
and also errs by dressing in a non- 
flatfoot grey suit. Nicholas Conte, 
in the best piece of casting in the 
production, gives the proper ratlike 
quality to the professional ag oe 

ove, 


Piay Out of Town 
CENTRAL CASTING 


Brooklyn, Dec. 13. 
Comedy written and produced by Nicho- 
las Cosentino; staged by Harry Cooke; 
Esther Ralston starred; at the Shubert, 
Brooklyn, Dec. 13, '38; 85c. top. 
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Esther Ralston, former pic star, 
tries her hand at legit in Nicholas 
Cosentino’s ‘Central Casting,’ com- 
edy about the lives of struggling 
extras in Hollywood. Cosentino 
wrote ‘Moon Over Mulberry Street’ 
in 1935, which landed on Broadway. 
His new piece, however, is question- 
able for Broadway or Hollywood. It 
abounds in hoke situations and is 
sprinkled with feeble gags and some 
double-entendre. 

Only one set for this play, a two- 
room apartment situated over a gar- 
age behind the palatial estate of Eric 
Von Rottenberg (Horace Sinclair), 
film director boy friend of Claire An- 
drews (Esther Ralston). Comedy 
finds a bunch of starving extras liv- 
ing or crashing into the apartment, 
rent long overdue, using phone to 
call ‘Central Casting’ for jobs. Don 
Raymond (Boyd Crawford), hand- 
some football hero; who turned down 
chance to become football coach in 
order to crash the pix, is in love with 
another struggling extra. 

Only distinct novelty in play is ap- 
pearance of a goat billed as Angel- 
ica. Angelica wanders into the 
apartment, keeps the hungry actors 
on a milk diet for several days, 

Miss Ralston doesn’t get much op- 
portunity to perform in this opus. 
And the play itself seems to be shy 
of strength. Certainly, it isn’t any- 
Sung Ho lywood would iurn into cel- 
luloid,. ..- | ., Ranson, 


Co., at Labor Stage, | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 4 


Legit casting agents presented a logical reason last week why they 
should not be required to file with Equity a monthly report detailing 
engagements secured for players whom they represent, resulting in the 
union’s okay of reports every three months. Agents contended that be- 
cause production often slowed down, there were 30-day periods when few 
actors were placed and a monthly report, therefore, would not be a fair 
gauge of their normal activities. 

Agents argued, too, that they should not be asked to set forth the actual 
salaries obtained for players, although if the amount of commission is 

listed, salaries could thus easily be computed. However, Equity is sup- 
posed to have records of all salaries in legit, since contracts are made out 
in triplicate, one copy being filed with the association. 

Casters virtually brought the new Equity rules on themselves by seeking 
' to raise commissions from 5 to 10%. However, they were turned down. 
| Reported that players frequently paid the larger commish anyhow, which 
| caused Equity to adopt stricter rules. If members are caught at this prac- 

tice they’re liable to a $500 fine and suspension. 








| Electioneering among membership of the Theatrical Managers, Agents 


and Treasurers union has reached the steam-up stage. Literature is one 
| means employed by the factions. One letter, calling for ‘a clean sweep,” 
| brought forth a retaliatory message, headed ‘Facts, Not Fables,’ which 
| made rather violent references to one candidate, who was not mentioned 
by name, however. 

It was charged, too, that the names of five of the 15 signatories attached 
to the first letter were unauthorized. But the other group came back 
with evidence discrediting that charge with another epistle. At first it 
was figured the main battle would be over the executive board, but it has 
spread to the officers, including the three salaried jobs, sec-treasurer and 
the two business agents, who will be paid $60 weekly. Ballots will be 
counted Jan. 9. 





Among the legit assets named by the receiver last week in the Earl 
Carroll bankruptcy in N. Y. was Carroll’s supposed share of ‘White Cargo.” 
Showman, however, owns only some shares in the ‘Cargo’ corporation, 
formed some years ago after the show’s run, as the result of a plagiarism 
suit. 

Late Ida Vera Simonton charged that Leon Gordon, who dramatized the 
play, had used her original story. Her claim was upheld. Instead of pro- 
longing the litigation, attorneys for both sides formed a corporation. It 
was agreed to split all proceeds from the show from that date, in addition 
to other considerations. Since then earnings have been split 50-50 between 
the Simonton estate and Carroll-Gordon. ‘Cargo’ once was frequently 
used by stock companies and is still occasionally presented in stock, 





Razing of the Fitzgerald building, including the George M. Cohan thea- 
tre, on Times square, has finally started after being delayed since last 
summer. Property, once valued at $5,000,000, was owned by the late Joe 
Leblang, who made a fortune in selling tickets, theatre operation and pro- 
duction interests. His estate was greatly depleted during the early stage 
of the depression, although it still controls the adjoining Longacre building 
on 42d street. 

The Cohan formerly housed legit, but in recent seasons had a grind 
picture policy. Understood that a taxpayer, two stories high, will occupy 
the site. Probable that a newsreel theatre will be included in new struc- 
ture. Property is held by the New York Life Insurance Co. Leblang’s 
ticket quarters are now in the Longacre building. 





The Fallon name, once prominent in the ticket field, figured in the 
news early this month in New York when Thomas J. Fallon was con- 
victed of ‘commercial bribery’ in accepting $5,000 to arrange a deal where- 
by David Phillips, who operates the Hotel Elysee, was to have taken 
over the Hotel Dryden last year. Fallon, as an investigator for a bond com- 
pany, is said to have had inside information on the reorganization of the 
Dryden. Transfer was blocked by the courts. 

Fallon was once associated with his brother, William, formerly virtual 
controller of all legit theatre tickets, but who has been out of the busi- 
ness for some time. 





At least one expression used in ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ at the Miller, 
LN. Y., has puzzled Southern visitors to N. Y. Two from Alabama declare 
they never heard of ‘a slight go,’ described by Helen Claire in the play as a 
shot of corn liquor. Miss Claire plays an aspiring actress from the South. 

The Southerners readily admitted favoring that type of beverage, but 
believe Clare Boothe, who wrote the play, conceived the expression, since 
the term, they say, is entirely strange to their native state, where, according 
to Miss Boothe’s piay, it’s common. 





Members of the touring ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ company that 
closed recently in Texas lost their wardrobes and personal effects when 
fire destroyed the railroad car containing their trunks. Players returned 
to New York with only the clothes they were wearing. Some of the apparel 
that wasn’t burned was ruined by chemicals used in fighting the railroad 
yard blaze. Understood the Equity rules do not cover such a contingency 
and that because of a technicality the railroad may not be responsible, 
Not known what action the Sam H. Harris office will take. 





The Schuyler, one of the best known theatrical hotels in the Broadway 
district, has been sold to the Macmont Hotel Corp., of which John T. 
McMahon is managing director. Property was held by the Bank for Sav- 
ings, which likewise took over several legit theatre properties under 
mortgage foreclosure proceedings. Purchase price was $440,000. Around 
$60,000 was expended in the last year or so in re-conditioning the hotel. 
Edward Arlington, former outdoor showman, figured in the deal. 





Over-zealousness of local radio commentator may have been somewhat 
costly to ‘Golden Boy’ at boxoffice in Pittsburgh one night recently. Gos- 
sip peddler stated Elia Kazan, who had title role, was seriously ill, but 
that he wouldn’t flinch because of the old ‘show must go on’ tradition. 
Program went on couple of hours before curtain time and theatre was 
immediately deluged with calls as to whether there would be a perform- 
ance or not. Developed that Kazan merely had a slight throat irritation 





Some inquiries were made last week as to the possibility of F. Donald 
Coster having participated in Broadway productions. Julian F. Thompson, 
McKesson & Robbins treasurer, whose suspicions led to Coster’s downfall, 
authored ‘The Warrior’s Husband,’ which first brought Katharine Hepburn 
to attention. He’s reported to have written another play, although it hasn’t 


been scheduled for production. ‘Warrior’ was produced solo by the late 
Harry Moses, 





Rachel Crothers is recovering from pneumonia in her N. Y. apartment. 
John Golden, who has produced most of Miss Crother’s plays, was ailing 
too, last week, with a painful eye irritation. Specialists cleared up the 
condition, however, 

Miss Crothers’ most recent work is ‘Susan and God,’ a Broadway smash 
last season, and currently cleaning up on the road. 





Most of the original company of ‘Pins anc Needles,’ which had been on 
tour, is back in the show at Labor Stage, N. Y. Road dates continue after 
this week. Several new numbers have been inserted in the show with 
others slated to go in. A new edition of ‘Pins’ will be announced shortly. 





Indications are that Carroll Sullivan, treasurer of the Plymouth, Boston, 
who died recently of a gunshot wound, was a suicide. There was no motive, 
according to meagre reports heard in New York, where he was well-known 
to advance agents and company managers who yisited the Hub. 
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Chicago, Dec. 20. 

Only one play currently operating 
in town and that is ‘Susan and God,’ 
which is in its final fortnight at the 
Harris. , 

George M. Cohan and the T’d 
Rather Be Right’ company are rest- 
ing this week after turning in four 
smash sessions in the Auditorium 
during which they grabbed $160,000, 
an all-time four-week gross record 
for Chicago legit. While the last 
week's gross skidded on the pre- 
holiday ice at $25,000, Cohan none- 
theless could have stayed in town 
several weeks longer, despite size of 
the stadium. 

Lunts are on a vacation currently 
after two weeks of ‘Amphitryon 38.’ 
Will be back on Monday (26) to 
continue with the comedy for an- 
other fortnight, follow ag which 
they will do a two-week gallop of 


‘Sea Gull.’ Business has been excel- 
lent for this show. 
Another lay-off is current for 


‘Whiteoaks’ which quit town Satur- 
day (17) after three poor weeks. 
However, Ethel Barrymore had been 
doing well in other road _ spots, 
and the intention is to continue 
on tour after Christmas. 

On the Christmas week docket are 
several openings. ‘Shadow and Sub- 
stance’ comes into the Selwyn on 
its own on Dec. 26. On Christmas 
night the Federal Theatre will re- 
light the Blackstone for a revival of 
‘The Copperhead’ with Ian Keith. On 
the same night the Group Theatre 
returns to town with a new com- 
pany of ‘Golden Boy.’ ‘oes into the 
Grand this time. Repeater was 
prompted by the smash trade show 
did here earlier in the season. 

Auditorium is. playing right 
through pre-Xmas week with the 
opening of Ballet Russe, which will 
be here until Jan. 5 on a booking 


job with this traditional theatre, and 
as reestablished it firmly in the 
legit-goers minds here. 

After the first of the year the town 
looks for ‘What a Life,’ ‘Our Town’ 
and possibly a road company of 
‘Kiss the Boys Good-bye.’ Musicals 
remain conspicuous due to their con- 
tinued absence from the loop. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Amphitryon 38,’ Erlanger (3d 
wk) (1,300; $3.30). Again a winner 
at better than $19,000 for its second 
stanza. Lays off this week (pre- | 
Xmas) and reopens on Monday (26). 

‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ Auditorium 
(4,300; $3.30). Wound up its Chi- 
cago stay here Saturday (17) with 
$25,000 for the last week of a 
month’s stay. Final session affected 
by pre-Xmas slump, but even so the 
Cohan play averaged $40,000 per 
week over the run—which repre- 
yg numerals never seen here be- 
ore. 

‘Susan and God,” Icarris (10th wk) 
(1,000; $2.75). Also off due to. the 
pre-holiday slump, but still on the 
right side of the books by a highly 
satisfactory margin at $13,000. Fin- 
ishes here on Dec. 31. 

‘Whiteoaks,’ Selwyn (1,00%, $2.75). 
Wound up its local booking of three 
weeks on Saturday (17) after a 
pretty sad time of it. Will continue 
on the road, however, after lay-off 
this week. Took a meager $6,500 


for exit. 
WPA 


_ “The Mikado,’ Great Northern. In 
its 12th week now and still a Fed- 
eral Theatre winner. 


‘WOMEN’ BAD $6,700 
ON SECOND PITT TRY 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 20. 
Return engagements taking it 
Square on the chin here this season, 
with ‘The Women’ last week getting 
Same medicine as ‘You Can’t Take 
It with You’ and ‘Blossom Time’ 
earlier in the year. Comedy, which 
did near-capacity biz when it first 
came here last March, flopped miser- 
ably on second try, barely getting 
$6,700 to wind up plenty in the red. 
Shares dubious. distinction with 
Can’t Take It’ of being lowest 
grosser of season so far. 

Nixon currently dark again, sec- 
ond time since house opened in Oc- 
tober. Relights Monday (26) with 
Our Town’ under subscription au- 
Spices, After that, looks like a fort- 
night of darkness, with nothing in 
sight until ‘Susan and God’ Jan. 16. 


Estimate for Last Week 


‘The Women,’ Nixon (2,100; $2.20). | 
Did fine here last March, but with | 














‘fine of $2,600, against the Acme 
|agency. Case had been pending for 


‘ 
Central’ Poor $2,000, 
’ 9 > 
Bklyn; ‘Boy,’ ‘Susan’ In 
Brooklyn, Dec. 20. 

Newcomer in town last week, ‘Cen- 
tral Casting,’ by Nicholas Cosentino, 
at Shubert theatre in Bushwick sec- 
tion, proved negative at the b.o., get- 
ting lean $2,000. House is dark this 
week. Reopens next week with 
‘Golden Boy.’ 

Wee and McCoy will stage ‘Susan 
and God’ at Majestic for a single 
week starting next Monday (26). 
Understanding is that Lily Cahill 
will have Gertrude Lawrence role 
and Walter Gilbert and Ethel Brit- 
ton will also appear in the cast. Eve- 
ning top will be $1.10. 

Two Yiddish dramas in Brookiyn, 
‘Great Surprise’ at Hopkinson and 
‘Nation without Home’ at Parkway; 
doing satisfactorily. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Central Casting,’ Shubert (1,750; 
25-85). New opus with Esther Ral- 
ston, former film player, drew weak 


$2,000 


PINS 311,800, 
BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Dec. 20. 

Nothing current here in legit. 
George Abbott’s new ‘The Primrose 
Path’ is coming into the indie-booked 
Maryland on Monday (26). Calen- 
dar bare after that. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ in at Ford’s last 
week, attracted a fairish play and a 
mixed reaction. Crix like doings 
and said so, but varying audience 
opinions, expressed word-of-mouth, 
brought on plenty of refunds and 
walkouts. Three-day downstairs buy 
by local garment workers helped. 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘Pins and Needles,’ Ford’s (1,900; 
$2.20). Strong mail order and ad- 
vance sale, aided by three-day down- 
stairs buy by local garment workers, 
offset mixed audience reaction and 
disappointment to chalk up good 
$11,800. Two-buck top, a good idea 
and a contributing factor in final 
figure. 


Merk’s ‘King’ Off 


(Continued from page 43) 























by Thornton Wilder. Stefan Zweig 
wrote the original ‘Jeremiah’ in He- 
brew, which was originally pre- 
sented in London four years ago. 

Stage activities of Mercury appear 
to be dormant, its leaders being en- 
grossed in radio work. Last sea- 
son the group rocketed principally 
through the skill of Orson Welles 
and John Houseman. However, this 
season, when the group’s opener, 
‘Danton’s Death,’ failed to draw, it 
was forced to suspend. The radio 
engagement came as a lifesaver, and 
from that money Mercury expects to 
start operating again during the 
winter. Mercury theatre is reported 
to have been subleased. 

Should Mercury set back ‘Kings’ 
still further, it may restart with ‘No 
for an Answer,’ for which backing 
has been arranged. Group also has 
scheduled the revival of ‘Too Much 
Johnson,’ which has been rehearsed 
though not shown. Comedy was to 
have alternated with ‘Danton,’ but 
it’s doubtful that the latter will 
again be tried. 


Ticket Violators 














(Continued from page 43) 





erred in not filing notice of appeal 
within the time limit, mouthpiece 
thinking it was 90 instead of 30 days. 
Other attorneys were retained and 
asked that the right to appeal be re- 
stored. Court reserved decision. 
Judge William Bondy in N. Y. af- 
firmed a claim on Monday (19), plus 








some time. Jurist indicated he did 
not sympathize with ticket brokers’ 
entanglements with the admissions | 


Life’ Fair $8,500 In 
Detroit; Mice’ Next 


Detroit, Dec. 20. 

‘What a Life,’ although accorded 
nice notices, got a rather tepid re- 
ception at the Cass here last week. 
However, in view of Xmas shopping, 
etc., play’s $8,500 take isn’t too bad 
for week’s stand. 

House is dark currently, but re- 
= Dec. 26 with ‘Of Mice and 

en.’ 





Estimate for Last Week 
‘What a Life,’ Cass (1,500; $2.75)— 
Got nice notices, plus extra play on 
Bill Blees, son of William Blees, gen- 
eral sales manager of Nash Motors 
here, but couldn’t buck holiday shop- 

ping for more than $8,500, fair. 


TOWN TOUR TOP 
SET IN D.C. 
$16,800 


Washington, Dec. 20. 

Film houses wallowed in preé- 
Christmas slump last week, but 
town’s only legit sailed merrily 
along to give first local showing of 
‘Our Town’ biggest gross it has piled 
up yet on current tour. Although 
carriage trade was cut into heavily 
by long run on Broadway,’ huge 
middle class clientele here came 
through as usual for show stamped 
as worthwhile. 

House is dark this week and re- 
lights Monday (26) with return en- 
gagement of “The Women,’ which did 
nice biz last season. Big interest 
right now is word that Noel Cow- 
ard’s new revue, ‘Set to Music,’ 
brings Bea Lillie to town for pre- 
Broadway polishing week of Jan. 9. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Our Town,’ National (1,698; $2.75 
top). Solid middle class trade swept 
the Wilder play to $16,800 in face of 
pre-holiday slump. 


‘Mice’ Gets $10,000, 
St. Louis; Cohan In 
With Prices Tilted 


St. Louis, Dec. 20. 

‘Of Mice and Men’ ended one 
week stand Saturday (17) with a 
five figure b. o. take at $10,000. Raves 
were tossed. by the three local crix. 

House dark currently but reopens 
Monday (26) with George M. Cohan’s 
‘ld Rather Be Right’ for a week’s 
stand. Will be scaled from $2.22 to 
$5.60 New Year’s eve. Advance sale 
indicates a sellout which probably 
will produce the biggest week’s biz 
during the local current season. It’s 
been years since the house has been 
scaled that high. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ American (1,- 
707; $2.80). Copped a nice $10,000 
for nine performances, fine biz con- 
sidering heavy Xmas buying during 
last two weeks. 


‘Shadow’ Mild $4,400, 
Indpis.; ‘Road’ Next 


Indianapolis, Dec. 20. 

Feeling the effect of Christmas 
shopping, which has cut down biz at 
the movie houses, ‘Shadow and Sub- 
stance,’ with Sir Cedric Hardwicke, 
did less than expectations at the 
English theatre with two evening 
performances and matinee, Friday 
and Saturday (16 and 17). 

‘Tobacco Road’ comes back for the 
third time to fill a week beginning 
Dec. 26. 

Estimate fer Last Week 

‘Shadew and Substance,’ English 
(1,500; $2.75). Just fair at $4,400; 
under expectations considering fav- 
orable advance comment and rave lo- 
cal reviews on performances of 
Hardwicke and Julie Haydon. 


Philly ‘Nation’ Profits 


Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 

Local unit of the Federal Theatre 
Project on Saturday (17) night 
wound up a nine-week engagement 
of ‘One Third of a Nation’ at the 
Walnut Street and found itself with 
a profit of $4,000 for the run. 

Current, while the local unit is 
preparing another show, is the New 
York group’s ‘Prologue to Glory.’ It’s 























in for three weeks, following which | $32 


same cast and nice campaign, includ- | tax law, commenting that he wished | the New York Gilbert and Sullivan 


ing radio tie-ups and ‘see a legit 
show for the first time’ contests, 
couldn’t get to first base on return 
engagement. Started miserably and 
never got going, with even the mats, 
usually a pushover for femme shows, 
Bognine. Finished to $6,700, pretty 





the statute provided for jail sen-' 
tences. Federal agents charged Acme | 
did not keep its records properly | 
and that the Government’s full share | 
of the tax had not been paid. Agency 
men contended irregularities were | 
more technical than actual. 


company is expected for a four-week 


repertory. House, if all goes as ex- | 


pected, will thus be lit until Febru- 
ary, when the Philadelphia 
expects to move back. Production 


probably will be ‘Spirochete,’ drama- | 
_tizing the fight against venereal es 
} eases. 





‘Hellzapoppin’ $115,000 Advance Sale 
New Bway Record; ‘Leave It 326, 
3 Laying Off, 3 Due, Lady Out 





‘Hellzapoppin,’ the strongest mu- 
sical bell-ringer Broadway has had 
in years, has piled up an advance 
sale of $115,000 at the Winter Gar- 
den. There have been smashes be- 
fore, but few if any have topped 
that record. Total is said to be in 
actual cash and is said not to in- 
clude tickets in the agencies, which 
return none to the box office. Re- 
gardless, no advance sale claims in 
many seasons have approached the 
figure for ‘Hellz.’ 

The laugh provoking Olsen and | 
Johnson revue is rated the only 
show in town which was not af- 
fected to some degree last week by 
the pre-holiday slump. Its gross again 
approached $31,000, which means 
standees for all performances. The 
other two musical leaders also drew 
excellent coin with a higher scale. 
‘Leave It to Me’ was rated over $32,- 
000, slightly under-the pace, while 
‘The Boys From Syracuse’ approxi- | 
mated $29,000. 

Among the straight shows ‘Abe 
Lincoln’ was very little off, as was 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye.’ ‘Oscar 
Wilde’ eased downward more, but 
finished the week strongly. Two re- 
cent entries are both of undecided 
rating. ‘Spring Mecting’ apparently 
has the best chance at the Moresco, 
where it was claimed to have topped 
$8,000 the first full week. ‘Here 
Come the Clowns’ was estimated 
over $6,000 at the Booth. 

There are three shows laying off 
this week, but the list’s total of op- 
erating attractions is evened up by 
a number of arrivals, all due dur- 
ing the latter half. On the road 
seven shows are dark during the 
pre-Christmas period, mostly be- 
tween jumps. 

Resumptions and the holiday in- 
coming card should push the total 
number of shows on the list to 27 
next week. Those due in are ‘Every- 
where I Roam,’ National; ‘The Mer- 
chant of Yonkers,’ Guild; ‘Don’t 
Throw Glass Houses,’ Vanderbilt; 
‘Bright Rebel,’ Lyceum; ‘Michael 
Drops In,’ Golden; ‘Blossom Time,’ 
46th Street; also Ruth Draper, who 
comes to the Little for two weeks. 

There was one casualty last Sat- 
urday, ‘Great Lady’ closing at the 
Majestic after a short engagement. 


- Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Plymouth 
(10th week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Off a 
bit only one evening tast week; top 
per among the dramas approached 
the $21,000 mark. 

‘American Landscape,’ Cort (3d 
week) (D-1,059; $3.30). First weer 
was around $6,000; last week eased 
off to $5,000 or less; may perk up 
after this week, however. 

‘Bachelor Born, Broadhurst (C- 
1,107; $3.30). Laying off this week; 
played 47 weeks so far in half a 
dozen houses; resumes Monday (26). 

‘Blackbirds,’ 44th St. (ist week) 
(R-1,323; $2.75). Presented by Lew 
Leslie; rar. into b.r. trouble —— 
Boston out; colored revue sla 
to debut Friday (23). 


‘Boys from Syracuse,’ Alvin (5th 
week) (M-1,255; $4.40). One of the 
musical standouts of recent arrival 
which is figured for real run; strong 
agency sales; approximately $29,000 
last week. 

‘Great Lady,’ Majestic. 
drawn Saturday (17) after playing 
two weeks and three days; costly 
operetta had very ttle draw after 
panning; house to get vaudeville. 

‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 
(14th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Amaz- 
ing demand for tickets with plenty 
of squawks from people who can’t 


Was with- 


buy them; getting standee trade at 
$31,000; only show wholly unaf- 
fected. 


‘Here Come the Clowns,’ Booth (3d 
week) (D-704; $3.30). Management 
hopeful of improvement after this 
week; drew second and more favor- 
able notices; $6,000 last week; sev- 
eral parties helped. 


‘I Married an Angel,’ Shubert (33d 
week) (M-1,367; $4.40). Slipped 
under $18,000 mark; lowest gross to 
date for former leader, but advance 
sales indicate the b.o. will snap back 
to excellent money again. 


‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Miller 
(13th week) (C-944; $3.30). Comed 
leader as strong as ever, aitheuse 
some agency sales not up to former 
mark; rated over $15,500, which is 
virtual capacity. 


‘Leave It to Me,’ Imperial (7th 


week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Has been 
topping the list in point of gross and 
should hold that rating; ected by 


9 and going but rated over 

‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ Barry- 
more (10th week) (M-1,096: $4.40). 
Eased off further, takings approxi- 


ru- mating $15,000; figured to come back 
roject | 


after this week and run through 
winter. 

‘Oscar Wilde,’ Fulton (1lth week) 
(D-913; $3.30). Edge somewhat off 
heavy attendance; still getting class 





attendance though upper floors 
strongest last week; quite profitable 
at $13,000. 

‘Rocket to the Moon,’ Belasco (5th 
week) (D-1,000; 3.30). Moves to the 
Windsor next week; theatre parties 
oe to moderate gross of around 


‘Sing Out the News,’ Music Box. 
Laying off two weeks; resumes next 
Monday (26); fairly good advance 
ticket sale. 

‘Spring Meeting,’ Morosco (3d 
week) (CD-961; $3.30). Looks like 
moderate money chance; first full 
week quoted well over $8,000, and 
better money after this week indi- 
cated. . 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (263d 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65. Down around 
$4,000 mark, but will probably pick 
up again after Christmas; may stay 
through winter. 

‘What a Life,’ Biltmore (36th 
week) (C-891; $3.30). Despite mod- 
est grosses, engagement will go past 
New Year’s; Mansfield slated to get 
this comedy soon; around $3,500 last 
week, but still got by. 

‘Windew Shopping,’ Longacre (ist 
week) (D-1,019; $3.30). Presented 
by Thomas Kilpatrick; written by 
Louis E. Shecter and Norman Clark; 
opens Friday (23). 

Revivals 


‘Hamlet,’ St. James (D-1,520; $3.30). 
Laying off this weex; played 10 suc- 
cessful weeks and will resume Mon- 
day (26) for another four weeks; 
went up over $17,000 because orig- 
inally slated to be final week. 

‘Outward Bound,’ Playhouse (ist 
week) (D-878; $3.30). Presented by 
Robinson Smith, Bramwell Fletcher 
and W. A. Brady; written by Sutton 
Vane; opens Thursday (22). 

Added 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
(56th week) (R-500; $2.75). Labor 
union revue eased off somewhat, but 
grossed slightly over $5,000 last 
week; okay under this kind of — 

‘The Girl from Wyoming,’ Ameri- 
can Music Hall (9th week). Claimed 
to better even break; booze angle 
in night club meller counting. ‘ 

WPA 

‘The Big Blow,’ Elliot. 

‘Androcies and the Lion,’ Lafay- 
ette. Opened Friday (16). 

‘Pinoceio,’ Ritz. Due this Fri- 
day (23). 


YONKERS FINE 
$15,000 IN HUB 


ee 


Boston, Dec. 20. 


‘Merchant of Y 
Cowl and featuring June 
tallied up an impressive 
I week, running without 
peaitien and with the of 
a big ATS subscription list. Show, 
in bad shape opening t, has been 
cut down and tigh up, and the 
word-of-mouth is improving. 

Next week is a busy one for Bos- 
ton. ‘Set to Music,’ by Noel Cow- 
ard and starring Beatrice Lillie, 
opens Dec. 26. ‘A Moral Entertain- 
ment,’ new play presented by Fed- 
eral Theatre, preems Dec. 27. 
‘Dear Octopus,’ by Dodie Smith, 
makes its American debut with Lu- 
cile Watson, Lillian Gish, Rose Ho- 
bart and Jack Hawkins featured. 

January looks to be a boom month 
on the local boards. ‘Victoria Re- 
gina,’ with Helen Hayes, is alrea 
slated for return engagement, Jan. 9. 
Dwight Deere Wiman’s new musical, 
‘It’s All Yours,’ starring Ethel Mer- 
man and Jimmy Durante, is penciled 
in for Jan. 16. d ‘Of Mice and 
Men’ is scheduled to arrive Jan. 23. 

Tallulah Bankhead in ‘The Little 
Foxes,’ a new one by Lillian Hell- 
man, is on the January tentative 
list. Ditto a return engagement of 
‘The Women.’ There is also talk of 
the fourth Playwrights’ Producing 
Company’s production opening here 
—No Time for Comedy,’ by S. N. 
Behrman, starring Katharine Cor- 


neil, 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Merchant of Yonkers,’ Colonial 
(1,634; $2.75) (ist week). Greeted 
by cool press, this new Thornton 
Wilder opus got nog helpful sup- 
port from American Theatre Society 
subscribers and some encouragin 
window - sale. Garnered aroun 
$15,000 for initial stanza, good. | 








CHI’S ‘PROLOGUE’ TOUR 
Chicago, Dec. 20. 

Local Federal Theatre Project is 
preparing its ewn road company of 
‘Prologue to Glory.’ 

Play was recently presented at the 
Blackstone here by a New York 
WPA group. 
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Broadway 


Ruth Beck, of WOR artists bureau, 
engaged. 

Hume Cronyn to Montreal for the 
holidays. 

Bern Bernard, Coast agent, due in 
next week. 

Clare Boothe due back this week 
from Charleston, S. C. 

Victor Payne-Jennings 
London, then to Florida. 

Vivian Brown, of WHN praisery, 


in from 


because he gets a gander at the ticket 
racks before every performance. 

That . a.m. curfew for drinks New 
Year’s Eve is worrying the niteries, 
Hope to get around it by ‘checking 
liquor in lockers, etc., or giving cus- 
tomers ample time for ‘last calls’ on 
orders, before padlocking the service 
bars. 





Paris 


By Hugo Speck 





Teddy Piaz in from London. 





bedded with sprained foot. 


Bish Lenihan appointed manager 
of Fabian’s Rialto, Westfield, N. J. 


Dave Finestone ordered to take it 
easy by doctor. High blood pressure. 


Janet Marshall, Golden x llowship 
winner, to Mexico to work on a 
play. 

Helene Pons designing costumes 
for ‘The Primrose Path’ and ‘Set to 
Music.’ 

Writers east and west hopped on 
the Musica-Coster story for screéci 
scripts. 

Bennett Cerf has added Dashiell 
Hammett to his Random House 
writers, 

Felix Ferry, with socialite financ- 
ing, taking over the Casanova for a 
class spot. 

Manie Sacks, of Music Corp. of 
America, out of Philly hospital after 
a week’s rest. 

Elsa Lanchester (Mrs. 
Laughton) arrives Thursday 
from London. 

Connie Nickerson, of the ‘What a 
Life’ road troupe, to Philly for her 
sister’s wedding. 

Arthur Guiterman leaves middle 
of next month to winter in Jamaica, 
British West Indies. 


Harry Ham, London representative 
for Myron Selznick coastward on 
annual holiday visit. 


Marcy Wescott, of ‘The Boys from 
Syracuse,’ is taking dramatic lessons 
from Benno Schneider. 


Switch of Paul Terry to 20th-Fox 
caused Educational to sign David 
Biederman for a series of cartoons. 


Joe Laurie, Jr., scripting for Al 
Jolson’s radio show, may do a caval- 
cade film on vaudeville for a major 
studio. 


Tay Garnett back to the Coast 
after holidaying east. Director of 
‘Trade Winds’ also has a percentage 
piece of it. 

Tyrone Power, who has been in 
South. America for the last few 
months, due in New York this week. 
Returning by boat. 

Steve Hannagan en route to Coast 
(17) with Averill Harriman, presi- 
dent of the Union Pacific R.R., with 
stopover in Sun Valley, Ida. 

Toots Shor, out of the Tavern, will 
shortly open an East 54th street chop 
house. Quentin Reynolds’ younger 
brother, Bill, may be associated. 

Earl Lindsay, cabaret revue stager, 
though handicapped by failing sight, 
still puts on the girl shows at Mur- 
ray’s roadhouse, Tuckahoe, N. Y. 

An international beauty contest, 
with semi-finals to be held in all 
principal forei cities, is to be 
staged at the World Fair next year. 

Jack McInerney under doctor’s care 
pooner ag few yp se received in a taxi 
crash. st tooth and injured his 
jaw, back and legs, but no fractures. 

Herman Bernie, New York rep 
for Myron Selznick agency, to Flori- 
da for 10 days’ business and pleasure. 
Will look over talent at cafes there. 

Lorenz Hart, lyricist of ‘The Boys 
from Syracuse,’ sufficiently recov- 
ered from his illness to leave the 
hospital and pay his first visit to 
the show. 

Johnny Ryan, of the Dramatists 
Guild staff, playing Santa Claus at 
the combined Xmas party of the 
Guild and Sidney Fleischer staffs 
Friday (23), 

Xmas tree in the heart of Times 
Sq., with miniature perisphere along- 
side, is part of the orld’s Fair 
bally for the New Year’s ‘dawn of 
a new day’ celebration. 

George Trendle, head of United 
Detroit theatre chain (Par) and prez 
of King-Trendle Broadcasting Corp., 
on Caribbean cruise with family over 
holidays. Returns Jan. 3. 

Manny Lewis, operator of the 
Jumbo theatre, Philly, shaved off 
the mustache that for years adorned 
his lip. Explanation: it made him 
look too much like Hitler. 

Projectionists Square Club, headed 
by Pincus D. Herbst, treasurer of 
Local 306, N. Y. Operators, is send- 
ing out 100 Christmas baskets to un- 
employed in various theatrical crafts. 

Bert Robinson and Edward Clarke 
Lilly are collabing on the adaptation 
of a Damon Runyon story for a legit 
comedy. Lilley would direct it and 
-~ E. Brown is mentioned for the 

ead. ‘ 

Charles Graves, London Daily Mail 
columnist, on his first U. S. visit this 
week, wrote in his farewell column 
he’s particularly anxious to meet 
Damon Runyon, Dorothy Parker, Ted 
Husing, Frank Case. 

Thornton Wilder, whose latest 
play, ‘Merchant of Yonkers,’ is being 
—_ by Herman Shimlin, and 

lien Glasgow, novelist, have been 
named members of the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters. 

Cast of ‘What a Life,’ which is on 
a sharing arrangement, runs a pool 
on nightly receipt predictions. Ezra 
Stone, lead in the show, is excluded. 


Charles 
(22) 


Michele Morgan in from Berlin. 
Jo Davidson in from American 


| visit. 
| ‘Mad Miss Manton’ (RKO) at Le 


| Paris. 
| ‘Entree des Artists’ in third month 
| at Colisee. 

Phyllis Stanley held over at Am- 
| bassadeurs. 
| Jacques 
| Hollywood. 

Gilda Grey planning African and 
Asiatic visit. 

Journalist Titayana making music 
hall debut at ABC. 

Folies-Bergere shuttered to pre- 
pare for new revue. 

Henri Jeanson, writer and scenar- 
ist, turning megger. 

Jerome Theraud elected member 
of French Academy. 

Grace Moore singing ‘Louise’ at 
Opera-Comique for charity. 

Jacqueline Mignac appeared at an- 
nual Anglo-American Press dinner. 

Jack Forrester has neither story 
nor director yet for Marlene Die- 
trich’s French picture. 

Intransigeant publishing story of 
‘Robin Hood’ concurrently with WB 
film’s showing at Rex. 

Marcel i’Herbier starting ‘La Bri- 
gade Sauvage,’ starring Victor Fran- 
cen and Charles Vanel. 

Henry Lepage and Jean Thery 
writing scenario on Marshal Lyauty, 
France’s greatest colonizer, 

George Walton in from London 
with Joseph Sagal to present Sco- 
phony television to French press. 

Lawyer Henry Torres collaborat- 
ing with Charles Spaak in adapting 
James M,. Cain’s ‘The Postman Al- 
ways Rings Twice,’ in which Fer- 
nand Gravet is set to star. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Deval 


| 











Fritz Reiner hosted Pittsburgh 
Symphony last week. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner set for Nixon 
in ‘Candida’ week of Feb. 27. 

Ira Cohns sailed Saturday (17) on 
25-day cruise to South America. 

Mrs. Jackie Heller coming in from 
New York shortly to join her hubby. 

It’ll be another month in hosp for 
Ben Jaffe, just pulling out of general 
crackup. 

Bill Finkel going to New Orleans 
New Year’s Day for Carnegie Tech- 
TCU game. 

Lenore Rika and her accordion 
moving to Miami’s Five o’Clock Club 
for the winter. 

Frances Cupp has resigned as 
booker Jayne Jarrell’s private seck 
after four years. 

Tom Corbett, formerly of Willows, 
now managing another roadhouse 
site, the Riviera. 

Jean Moorhead, late of ‘You Never 
Know,’ here for few days, visiting 
hometown friends. 

Joe Catizone has replaced El Egizi 
as first trumpet player with Maurice 
Spitalny’s orchestra. 

Buzzy Kountz on. guest-con- 
ducting with Johnny Duffy’s band 
during holiday season. 

Two Film Row gals, Hazel Ader- 
hold and Mabel Sessis, will be day 
after Christmas brides. 

Lawrence Welk band signed by 
Par for short after winding up at 
William Penn first of year. 

George Lefkos pulled out for Mi- 
ami Saturday (17). RKO manager 
stays three weeks, frau all winter. 

Triangle Club show booked for 
one-nighter at Mosque tomorrow 
(Thursday) with Mask and Wig 
show coming in four nights later. 

Late Chester Wallace’s spot on 
Tech drama faculty will be filled by 
guest director for remainder of year. 

Mike Shapiro, Bill Finkel and 
Archie Fineman going to New Or- 
leans to see Tech-Texas Christian 


Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 








Heat wave crippling show biz. 

Greater Union bringing in reissues 
at Lyceum. 

Stuart F. Doyle expects to line up 
some top players for an Aussie tour 
next year. 

‘Count of Monte Cristo’ (UA) re- 
vived at Embassy. Picture did well 
on revival out of town. 

‘The Women’ continues to pull 
well in Melbourne for Australian- 
New Zealand Theatres. Will be 
road-shown prior to hitting Sydney. 

Harry Howard, producer of ‘Hol- 
lywood Hotel,’ revue, was confined 
to bed for two weeks with flu. Unit 
is now playing Queensland for 
Fullers, 

With solid pre-Yuletide slump now 
in full force here, managers are hard 
put to find attractions suitable 
enough to entice public to open 
purse strings. 





in and back to/| 





London 


Kurt Tischler in from Vienna. 

Dwight Deere Wiman in town, | 

Violet Crosbie leaving M-G to join 
Par. 

Henry Ainley planning a come- 


ack. 

Berthold Viertel to Nice for 
Christmas. 

Sir Robert Vansittart back from 
Monte Carlo. 

Hayter Preston appointed director 
of ‘Rembrandt.’ 

Gilbert Lennox finishing 
thriller, ‘Blind Corners.’ ; 

Ross and Stone to do a series of | 
film shorts for Warner Bros. 

Bill Tilden booked for week at 
London Coliseum next month. 

H. F. Rubinstein has dramatized 
the life of Ramsey MacDonald. 

Walter Ellis giving final polish to 
new farce, ‘The Bridal Suite.’ 

Jack de Leon to produce S. N. 
Berman’s ‘Rain from Heaven.’ 

Michael Balcon to the south of| 
France for a couple of weeks vaca- 
cava, 

Tom Arnold wants Ross and Ben- 
nett for a unit. He’s offering 16 
weeks. 

‘Charley’s Aunt’ being revived at 
the Haymarket twice daily during 
Christmas. 

Sam Browne, vaudeville partner 
of Elsie Carlisle, is running stage and 
radio school, 

Roy Fox, now recuperating in 
Switzerland, lining up new band to 
play Australia. 

Al Stone (Stone and Lee) has 
three broken ribs, being struck by 
hit-and-run driver. 

Ganjou Bros. and Juanita canceled 
week at Coliseum due to femme’s 
strain of a ligament. 

A. A. Milne’s comedy, ‘Gentleman 
Unknown,’ folded at the St. James 
after a month’s run. 

Ludwig Kanturek in from Prague 
to sell Czech picture of Capek’s 
play, ‘Power and Glory.’ 

Henry Sherek wants Bob Bromley 
at the Dorchester hotel for March. 
No contracts signed yet. 

Gypsy Nina signed for South 
African tour, and sails Feb. 2. May 
go from there to Australia, 

‘Banana Ridge,’ farce at the 
Strand, expected to close early next 
month; then goes on 12-week tour. 

Charles B. Cochran has a new 
musical in which he intends to star 
Florence Dessmond. She'll partly 
bankroll. 

Non-Jewish section of Film trade 
meeting to discuss financial aid to 
German and Czechoslovakian Jewish 
refugees. 

Maureen O’Hara, 18-year-old nov- 
ice, gets leading role opposite 
Charles Laughton in filmization of 
‘Jamaica Inn.’ 

Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon 
framing new vaudeville unit, which 
opens next month. Already have 16 
weeks lined up. 

Harry Bradbury-Pratt running the 
Esquire Club in Piccadilly and nego- 
tiating to buy back the Bristol Grill, 
which he once owned. 

‘Spy in Black,’ Columbia picture 
starring Conrad Veidt, being held up 
at Denham due to some of the prin- 
cipals contracting the flu. 

Carroll Levis has lineup of vaude- 
ville dates for next year with many 
fortnightly stands, which is some- 
thing new for a vaudeville unit. 

Maurice Winnick band terminated 
13 months’ at the Piccadilly hotel 
and immediately booked by Duclos 
for the Casino, Cannes, for 16 weeks. 

Four Franks out of ‘Bobby Get 
Your Gun,’ the Jack Waller musical 
at the Adelphi, Play a few English 
vaudeville dates and then go Amer- 
ica. 

Backstage notice at General Thea- 
tres Corp. and Moss Empire houses 
reads that no reference should be 
made by acts to Hitler and Musso- 


lini. 
booked South 





new 


‘Cookie’ Bowers 
Africa for six weeks with option. 
After New York trip, he returns to 
London in time to sail from here 
Feb. 2. 

The mothers of Bob Robinson and 
Virginia Martin in from New York 
and immediately left for Cannes, 
where team is due to open at the 
Casino Friday (23). 

Sir Oswald Stoll has a new mu- 
sical, with a mystery background, 
by Roger MacDougall and Allan 
MacKinnon, who are responsible for 
Paramount’s quota picture, ‘This 


Man Is News.’ 

Moya Pope, daughter of Mac- 
Queen-Pope, playing the Fairy 
Queen in Drury Lane pantomime, 
is direct descendent of Jane Pope, 
leading lady to David Garrick at the 
same theatre in 1777. 

Paul Robeson’s agent, Harold Holt, 
approached by Martinus Poulsen for 
singer to play Cafe de Paris. Agent 
said that he would want at least 
$5,000 per, but Robeson turned down 
proposition anyway. 

Lee Tracy will play lead in ‘The 
Bowery Touch,’ which Maurice 
Browne is to produce. Show was 
done at Sunday performance about a 
year ago. Will play six weeks in the 
sticks, then comes to the West End. 

Archie Menzies, Arthur Macrae 
and Jack Hulbert, authors of ‘Under 
Your Hat,’ the Cicely. Courtneidge- 
Hulbert musical at the Palace, al- 
ready writing new show to follow 
this one. ‘Hat’ doing $20,000 weekly 
and is season’s outstanding hit. 

Jay Adler said to have $20.000 to 





do Robert Warwick's ‘Blind Alley’ in. 


London. Trying to get James Cag- 
ney, Raymond Massey, Edward G. 
Robinson or Chester Morris for lead. 
Show will tryout in sticks then play 
West End, James Ullman reported 
producing. 


Miami Beach 


By Arihur Thomson 








Damon Runyon joined his wife at 
their Ribiscus Island home. 

Chester Alexander, former m.c., has 
opened his own barbecue here. 

Walter Winchell, J. Edgar Hoover 
and Sherman Billingsley playing on 
the sands, 

Hollywood Yacht club now the 
Versailles, Same management as the 
New York Versailles. 

Tattee Martin, local canary with 
Mannie Gates’ orchestra, has re- 
turned from a visit to Louisiana, her 
home state. ; 

Next Federal Theatre production 
here will be a fantasy, “The Emper- 
or’s New Clothes.’ Roy Elkins is su- 
pervising director. 

N. B. T. Roney, head man of the 
Roney Plaza, building a new hostel- 
ry, Town House. Spot is directly 
across from Jack Dempsey’s Vander- 
bilt. 





Budapest 


Jazz music missing from radio pro- 
grams for weeks. 

J. B. Priestley’s ‘Time and the Con- 
ways’ flopped at Belvarosi. 

Martin Keleti to Amsterdam, to 
direct Dutch version of ‘Borcsa in 
America’ picture. 

Ania Souli, an American, in lead- 
ing role of ‘Marinka the Dancer’ re- 
vival at Royal theatre. 

‘La Presidente,” Duc _ picture, 
banned. ‘Mademoiselle Ma Mere,’ 
with Danielle Darrieux, permitted 
for adults, but title must be changed. 

New broadcasting station being in- 
augurated at Kassa, principal city in 
territory restituted from Czechoslo- 
vakia. This is the third station in 
Hungary, all state-controlled. There 
are also four relay stations. 


Yanks on Radio 


(Continued from page 1) 














when it gets them. While the Giants 
management has confirmed the re- 
port that its local games were com- 
mercial radio, no contracts have 
been signatured. Understood that 
General Mills’ quotation for the 
Giants and Yankees rights is $75,000 
each. 
$150,000 for WOR, WABC 

It would cost a minimum of $150,- 
000 to carry the Yankee-Giants com- 
bination on either WABC, CBS key, 
or WOR, Newark, for the season. 
Indications are that General Mills 
will lean toward WABC when it 
gets around to making a contract. 
CBS, it is understood, paid the 
greater share of the cost of produc- 
ing the General Mills film on pro- 
football; also a goodly share of the 
money that went for the making of 
General Mills’ National League base- 
ball film. Production cost cited in 
the latter instance is $85,000. 

WOR isn’t eager to take on the 
Brooklyn games, which gives Gen- 
eral Mills a choice between WHN 
and WMCA, 





Mills Wants Barber 
Cincinnati, Dec. 20. 

Red Barber, WLW’s ace sports- 
caster for the past five years, has 
accepted an offer from General Mills 
to join its announcing staff. His 
WLW-WSAI contract expires Dec. 31 
but he will probably stay on for a 
few weeks to round out a winter 
commercial series. 

No mention has been made of 
Barber’s assignment by General 
Mills but the likelihood is that he 
will handle one of the New York 
baseball series. 





Chicago, Dec. 20. 

Five Chicago stations, WGN, WJJD, 
WIND, WBBM and WCFL, last week 
renewed their contract for baseball 
play-by-play with the two Chi teams, 
Cubs and White Sox. Each team will 
draw $45,000 for the rights, according 
to the present indications. 

However, the White Sox (Ameri- 
can) club has reserved the right to 
sell its broadcasting privileges to an 
advertiser or to a station exclusively 
should the club be able to obtain 
offer of more. 

Cubs have always insisted that 
their baseball will be on a non- 
exclusive basis to stations and ad- 
vertisers. Also the Cubs have never 
wanted any revenue out of the base- 
ball broadcasting, believing that they 
get plenty of profits out of the ether 
plugs, but have taken the coin be- 
cause of the insistence of the White 
Sox on the extra revenue. However, 
the Cubs return their money to each 
station immediately by purchasing 
time on the transmitters to advertise 
the Cubs additionally. 





Hollywood 


Moe Siegal ill at home. 

Montagu Love in hospital. P 

Arthur Stebbins out of hospital. 

Fritz Leiber in from New York. 

Sol Lessér back from month in the 
east. 

George Brent en route to Hono- 
lulu. 

ei Harry Martin home from hos- 

ital. 

. Adolph Ramish back from Hono- 
lulu. 

Edgar 
siesta. 

Edmund Goulding off for Hawaiian 
siesta. 

Kermit Roosevelt gandering 
studios. 

John Litel laid up with poison oak 
infection. 

George Beale planed to Washing- 
ton, D. C, 

Judge Fred Goldsmith in from 
Manhattan. 

Bud Lollier north to look over 
F-WC taxes. 

Bobby Connolly back on the job 
after illness. 

King Charney soaking up sun at 
Palm Springs. 

Bernard Vorhaus hurt his knee ski- 
ing at Yosemite. 

Gene Fowler mailed his Christmas 
cards in Hongkong. 

Maxie Rosenbloom’s father and 
mother moved here. 

George Dembow in from Manhat- 
tan for studio confabs. 

Howard Strickling back to work 
after minor operation. 

Buddy Ebsen returned to work af- 
ter siege of penumonia. 

Russell Hayden and June Clayton 
on delayed honeymoon. 

Ralph Hammeras exhibiting his 
paintings in Palm Springs. 

Abe Montague and Jerome Safron 
to Honolulu for the holidays. 

Edward J. Mannix recuperating 
from recent illness in Arizona. 

J. C. Gilpin moved into Jackman 
color plant as general manager, 

Achmed Abdullah signed to write 
one serial a year for Cosmopolitan. 

Herman Lissauer elected head of 
Motion Picture Research Association. 

Oliver Hinsdell writing about 
screen talent for new Encylopedia 
Britannica, 

Dick Powell and Joan Blondell 
bought $140,000 hacienda in Cold- 
water Canyon. 

The Frederick Lindens will zo to 
the Coast shortly after the baby— 
their first—arrives. 

Motion Picture Relief Fund broke 
ground for its new building, to be 
ready in February. 

W. Ray Johnston and George 
Weeks made honorary chiefs of 
Kiowa Indian tribe. 

Claude Binyon is readying a col- 
lection of yarns titled ‘I Used to Be 
a Newspaperman Myself.’ 

Charles P. Skouras tosses his an- 
nual Fox West Coasters annual 
Christmas dinner-dance at the Am- 
bassador Dec. 23. 

Barrett Kiesling sold his yarn, ‘So 
You Want to Travel,’ to Collier’s. 
Story is based on 200,000 miles of 
travel as a studio publicity man. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





Moss off for Honolulu 








Leslie Savage, Columbia Pictures 
auditor, in town. 

Philharmonic opened season under 
Alfred H. Hicks at Scottish Rites 
Temple. 

Jimmy Grier’s orch, late of Bilt- 
more hotel, Los Angeles, has moved 
into Hotel Chase. ; 

Larry Atkins, of Theatregoers, 
Inc., and pro boxing promoter, on 
the shelf due to illness. 

Mrs. C. B. Vickery, mate of Loew's 
treasurer, spending Xmas holidays 
with her par-nts in Columbia, 

Ed Lowry to m.c. Bobby Breen all- 
star revue that begins eight-day en- 
gagement in the Municipal Audito- 
rium Xmas day. 

Manager Harold Evens, Loew’s, 
held special screening of ‘A Christ- 
mas Carol’ for Board of Education 
and Educational Committee of Better 
Films Council. 

Board of directors of Fox-St. Louis 
Properties, Inc., voted dividend of 
50c per share, payable Dec. 30, on 
preferred stock. This is first divvy 
of this stock since reorganization 
nearly three years ago. There are 
44,000 shares of preferred stock out- 








standing, 

Chicago 
Quin Ryan into hospital for 
check-up. 


Gardner Wilson setting up winter 
quarters in Chi. 

Chicago theatre will get $50,000 
complete overhauling. 

Lou Wolfson in for William Morris 
nitery contacts. Ditto Nat Lefkowitz 
on biz matters. 

Balaban & Katz crews working 
overtime to get under the wire for 
State-Lake reopening Saturday (24). 

George M. Cohan back to New 
York for pre-Xmas holiday before 
returning to rod and ‘I'd Rather Be 
Right.’ 

Niles Trammell honorguesting at 
a flood of testimonial banquets and 
luncheons throughout midwest be- 
fore heading to new NBC job in the 
east. 
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OBITUARIES 





ARMANDO (TOTO) NOVELLO 

Failing to rally after an operation 
several weeks ago for an abdomi- 
nal obstruction, Armando Novello, 
known professionally as Toto, the 
Clown, died in a New York hospital 


Dec. 15 at 50. Widow, daughter, two | 


sisters and a brother survive. 
Story on page 1. 





LE ROY MARK 


LeRoy Mark, pioneer broadcasting 


owner of 


executive and principal 

WOL, Washington, died last week in 
that city after a lengthy illness. 
Funeral services held Friday (16). 


As head of the American Broad- | 


Mark was operator of 


ancting (nH 
Casiuiig -Y-, 


MYRA FURST 


1938 







Died December 26, 

Survived by 
JAY PACKARD (Husband) 
CLIFFORD PACKARD (Son) 


Broadcasting 


the Mutual 
outlet in the national capital and 
previously had been a leader in ef- 
forts to establish another major net- 
work there. Had been active in 
radio over a decade and just recent- 
ly achieved his goal of having WOL 
made a regional outlet. His trans- 
mitter was the first to air ‘Amos ’n’ 
Andy’ programs for Washingtonions. 
First venture was with WRHF, 
which later went out of existence. 

Survivors include his widow, two 
daughters and two sons. 





HOWARD HIGGIN 

Howard Clinton Higgin, 47, film di- 
rector and writer, died Dec. 16 in 
Los Angeles after an attack of pneu- 
monia. 

Going to Hollywood as a writer 
in 1917, Higgins joined Cecil B. De 
Mille as assistant director and later 
achieved full directorship. 
the films he piloted were “The Per- 
fect Sap,’ ‘High Voltage,’ “The Paint- 
ed Desert,’ ‘Sal of Singapore,’ ‘Reck- 
less Lady,’ ‘Skyscraper,’ ‘Racketeer,’ 
‘Carnival Lady,’ ‘Marriage on Ap- 
proval’ and ‘The Line-Up.’ 

Surviving are his widow and a 
daughter. 





CHARLES CROMWELL 

Charles Cromwell, 83, ex-circus 
star noted for his walk across the 
Niagara River gorge at Niagara 
Falls, N. Y., on a tightrope in 1874, 
died Dec. 19 at his home in Galt, 
Ont., Canada. 

He took up a circus career at the 
age of 12 and spent most of his life 
under the Big Top. He retired as 
a contractor and subsequently re- 
tired from that several years ago due 
to failing sight. Frank Cromwell, 
son, of the ‘Flying Cromwells,’ sur- 
Vives. 





THOMAS SAXE 
Thomas Saxe, 64, theatre operator 
of Milwaukee, Wis., died Dec. 16 
after a two-year illness. Native of 
Ireland, he opened first picture house 
in Milwaukee, and with his brother, 
John, ran string to nearly 100 in Wis- 


consin. Saxe of recent years had 
been general manager of Saxe 
Amusement Managemeni, Inc., 


operating company for the Warner- 
Saxe circuit. 

Survivors are son, two daughters, 
three brothers and six sisters. 





RICHARD R. FISHER 


Richard R. (Dick) Fisher, 64, for | 


15 years manager and press agent 
for late Howard Thurston, died at his 
home in Pittsburgh Thursday (15) 
after a month’s illness. Starting in 
show business more than a quarter 
of a century ago, as superintendent 
of the old Grand theatre, Pittsburgh, 
Fisher managed and did publicity for 
several other notables in show biz. 

Widow survives. Burial held Sat- 
urday (17) in Freedom, Pa. 





PIERRE LAFITTE 
A newspaper career of 40 years 


| Mrs. 


System | 


Among | 


(Mass.) hospital from burns, Dec. 16. 
A widow who for some years has 
earned her living by doing house- 
work, she set her nightclothes afire 
| when she lighted a match to find the 
| light switch in her Lynn home. 





J. THOMAS LYONS 

| J. Thomas Lyons, executive direc- 
| tor of WCAO, Baltimore, died Dec. 
| 16, after an illness of six months. 

Before taking over at WCAO, in 
which he had a financial interest, 
Lyons was national advertising man- 
| ager for the Baltimore Sun and pub- 
|lisher of the Baltimore News. 
ANN COLLINS 


. gy ty "no OC eeen wren 
AU CvViLIs, wv, Wy Lalucoc 


| night club singer, was found dead in | 
=| her room Friday 


(16). a victim of 
| heart failure. 

Her husband, Peter Collins, died 
| three years ago. 





| ISAAC SELACOVITCH 

Isaac Selacovitch, 65, retired Phila- 
delphia theatre builder and operator, 
was killed in an automobile accident 
| Thursday (15) near Richmond, Va. 

| He had been heading for St. Peters- 
| burg, Fla., where he had intended to 
stay for the winter. 


WILLIAM OHMS 
William Ohms, formerly an electri- 
cian in legit houses, who held a simi- 


tracted at a dental clinic. 


He was a brother of the late Louis | 


Ohms, former treasurer of the Em- 
pire, N. Y. 





OSCAR ROWER MEYER 

Oscar Rower Meyer, 59, for 35 
|years leader of the orchestra at 
Green’s hotel, Philadelphia theatrical 
| hostelry, died suddenly of heart dis- 
| ease at his home in Philadelphia Dec. 
13. 

After hotel was torn down in 1931 
| he turned to teaching music, 





MYRA FURST 

| Myra Furst, 54, play broker, died 
| Dec. 20 in New York after a long 
illness. 

Her husband, Jay Packard, for- 
merly an actor, and a son, Clifford, 
survive. 





A. H. R,. MILLER 
A. H. R. Miller, 45, film theatre op- 
erator, died Dec. 12 in Palms, Calif. 
Until 18 months ago he managed Fox 
theatres in Milwaukee. 
Surviving are his widow and son. 





JOHN W. COCHRAN 
John Watson Cochran, 79, died at 
Pearl River, N. Y., Saturday (16). 
For more than 50 years he managed 
musicians. 
Widow and daughter survive. 





WALTER ACKERMAN 
Walter Ackerman, 57, screen play- 

er, died Dec. 12 in Hollywood. 
He had been in pictures since 1907. 





JACK ADAMS 
John Adams, former vaudevillian, 
known on the stage as Jack Adams 
and Jack Corbett, died Dec. 12 in 
Syracuse. He collapsed and died in 
a Syracuse night club. 





NINA VISAROFF 
Nina Visaroff, 50, wife of Michael 
Visaroff and once in musical comedy, 
| died Dec. 14 in Beverly Hills, Calif. 


} 
| 





JERRY COLLINS 

Jerry Collins, 65, veteran Pitts- 
burgh showman, died Dec. 14 after a 
| brief illness. 
| Stage employee of the Harris Amuse- 
|/ment Co. for 45 years, through three 
| generations of Harrises. 
| He was a member of the Variety 
Club and of IATSE, Local No. 2, 
| since 1903. He leaves his widow and 
daughter. Funeral services in Pitts- 
burgh, Dec. 19. 





BUDDE FRANKLIN 
Budde Franklin, wife of 


lar berth at Radio City, died Dec. 13 | 
after having a number of teeth ex- 


He had served as a. 


Ben | 


was ended last week (13) with the | Franklin, commander of American 
death in Paris of Pierre Lafitte. 66,| Legion Post 690 of the NVA and a 
Publisher and founder of Excelsior, | former vaudevillian, died in New 


the first Paris illustrated daily. 

A member of the board of the 
Paris Midi and Figaro, he had also 
been head of the Paris Soir's adver- 
tising department and chief of the 


Paris Radio 37 station at the time of, 


his death. 





MARY CARLISLE 


Mary Carlisle, 73, one-time eques- | 


trienne who used to jump through 
flaming hoop while riding on a 
orse's back, died at the Lynn 


York Dec. 15. 
She was for many years a bur- 
lesque performer. 





Charles Cliff Edwards, 54, father 
of Hudson Edwards, manager of 
|}Lucas & Jenkins’ Fox theatre, At- 
lanta, was fatally stricken while 
driving his auto. Widow survives in 
addition to son. 





| Masazo Sato, 76, importer, father of 
‘Ruth Sato, Boston newspaperwoman 


OUTDOORS—FORUM 


WHAT THE 


|and former showgirl, died in a New 
| York hospital Dec. 2 of bronchial 
pneumonia and complications. Sur- 
| vived by daughter and son. 





stepson of Ann Morrison (Chapin), 
playwright and scenarist, a suicide 
beneath the wheels of a train in Bos- 
ton Dec. 13. 





Father of Mary Martin, principal 
in ‘Leave It to Me’, at the Imperial, 
N, Y., died Dec. 20 at his home in 
Weatherford, Tex. He was a lawyer. 








| Metro cameraman, died Dec, 12 in 
| Los Angeles. 


AHlirst Shows Out, 2 N. Y. 
Houses Shift to Stock 


With the ruling last week by John 
| Masterson, head of New York bur- 
| Jey’s censorship committee, that Izzy 
Hirst wheel shows would be banned 
| from N.Y., the Triboro and Werba’s 
| shifted to stock shows. Werba’s, in 








| Brooklyn, debuted stock Sunday 

| (18). Triboro fellows Sunday (25). 

|Margie Hart will headline the 
opener at the latter. 

| Due to biz letdown, Hirst faded 


| from the Hudson, Union City, N. J., 
'a spoke in his wheel, for the holi- 
| days. Operated this week, and prob- 
ably until Hirst’s return, by the 


stagehands and musicians. 








Zukor’s Hypo 








(Continued from page 3) 





|'York to attend meetings of the di- 
|rectors, but nothing in this direc- 
| tion has been officially done. Chair- 
|manship of Par is more or less a title, 
|anyway, power being vested in the 
presidency and the exec committee. 
| Zukor is not under contract, hav- 
| ing gone off the contractual books 
|in 1937 when he was in Hollywood 
|in personal charge of studio admin- 
|istration. He is not known to have 
|asked for a contract before going 
| off on the world trek, but the salary 
of $150,000 is understood to remain 
ithe same. Of this amount $50,000 is 
paid annually to Par under the set- 
|tlement of the directors’ suit made 
| two years back. 

| Mrs. Zukor is accompanying the 
Par founder on his journeys and, al- 
|though said to have been a little 
unhappy over closing both Zukor 
| homes in New York City, N. Y., and 
|in Hollywood, she is fond of Eng- 
land and views the circling of the 
| globe ahead of her with great inter- 
lest, as does the Par chairman. 

Latin America Next 

Zukors will be in England and on 
the Continent about three months, 
after which they will sail for a tour 
of Central and South America. John 
W. Hicks, Jr., who came on recently 
from London with Rose, is spending 
the holidays in New York and short- 
ly after the first of the year he will 
return to England for a few weeks 
prior to his regular annual survey 
of all of Europe, to consult with 
Zukor and Rose. 

After touring the Latin-American 
countries, Zukor will return to New 
York and, accompanied by Hicks, 
will then go to New Zealand, Austra- 
lia and the Far East. 

Production plans for Par in Eng- 
land are expected to be set while 
Zukor and Hicks are over there, 
with the number of pictures and 
stories as well as other matters ap- 
proved for early operations. 
vance of more definite plans, it has 
been indicated Par might make six 
or eight features in England during 
the coming year. Zukor himself was 
in England in 1937, at which time he 
| generally surveyed the production 





outlook and reported that he thought | 


| Par should go into the field to make 
pictures there. 


Par Defers 
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|Par version for Xmas week had to 
/cance] the booking at Paramount's 
request. 

| In New York, Radio City Music 
|Hall, which has Metro's film for 
|Xmas week, starting tomorrow 
| (Thursday ), knew about the Para- 
mount bé@kings 
City and at first was reported hav- 
ing refused to date the M-G picture 
in. Negotiations between W. G. Van 
| Schmus, of the M. H., and the Brandt 
chain, which had the Par film booked 
|in four of its houses, resulted in the 


_Brandts agreeing to withdraw from | 


its Paramount contract. 


Ross Chapin, 24, of Pittsburgh, | 


Mrs. A. Lindsay Lane, 26, wife of | 


In ad-| 


throughout N. Y./| 


, ordinator 





ASCAP’s Vagaries 
Philadelphia. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Under Inside Stuff, Dec. 14, the 
last paragraph states that Henry 
Nemo has been admitted to mem- 
bership in ASCAP within a year of 
submitting his first tune for publi- 
cation. ASCAP entry requirement is 
five published works. 

I have been trying for about five 





| ciety without success, having written 
them during thi. time about six let- 
ters to all of which I have received 
a very courteous reply, generally 
ending with the assurance that my 
application will be presented to the 
| membership committee in due course, 
|and that I will be advised if any 
|favorable action has been taken 
thereupon. This is as far as 1 get. 

My published songs are: 
listed}, 

ASCAP has copies of all these, all 
eight songs by major publishers, yet 
I am denied admission when the 
Society’s entry requirement is five. 

They write and tell me that my 
works are not sufficiently played in 
places licensed by the Society. It is 
true that none of the above songs 
has been extensively plugged, but 
nothing is ever said about the plug- 
ging requirement in any of their 
literature, nor is this mentioned in 
the ASCAP Journal. All of the 
above numbers have been written in 
collaboration with Billy James, an 
ASCAP member. I am a member of 
the Song Writers’ Protective Asso- 
ciation. 

I do not expect Variety to fight 
my battle, but I wanted you to know 
the facts. Having read several let- 
ters in Forum, wherein you give 
different writers opportunity to air 
their grievances upon different sub- 
jects, am sincerely hoping you will 
grant me the same courtesy. 

Charlie Seitter. 





British Curbs on Acts 
Aalborg, Denmark. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
For a very long time the English 
artists and the Variety Artists Fed- 
eration have been kicking on foreign 





years to gain admission into the So- | 


[8 titles 


EY THINK 


and especially American Acts, and 
from time to time articles in the 
London papers (such as enclosed) 
have been written. 


Surely the American societies and 
the American ministry of labor do 
not realize that American acts do 
NOT receive fair treatment and are 
NOT allowed to remain in England 
near as long as the thousands of for- 
| eign and British acts are allowed to 
live, work and earn big salaries in 
| America. And it is certainly time 
| something should be done about this 
| matter. 


| American acts are only allowed to 
| work in England six months at a 
| time and then there is always a lot 
| of trouble getting extensions, if and 
| when such is possible. 
Something ought to be done about 
| it, and very, very soon. 

J. Levenin Franklin. 
(Franklin, Levenin & Frankiin.) 








Seek Armand Delmar 
Chicago. 
| Editor, VARIETY: 
Writing you at suggestion of 
| your office in Chicago. We are try- 
|} ing to locate Armand Delmar, as his 
mother is ill at present, and it is 
very important for her to reach 
him. His profession is juggling with 
his feet, single act. 
Mrs. Clara Delmar. 
Care of Louis Weitzman, 807 For- 
rest Avenue, Los Angeles, Calif. 


{ 





Six Whe Never Missed 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Am constrained to call your atten- 
tion to a slight discrepancy. Being one 
of the members of the cast of “You 
Can’t Take It With You’ who did not 
miss a performance I would like you 
to know that six of those you men- 
tioned as having played the entire 
run do not qualify. 

Those who did not miss a per- 
formance were Josephine Hull, Vir- 
ginia Hammond, Ruth Attaway, Jess 
Barker, Frank Conlon, Oscar Polk, 
George Leach and 

Yours very truly, 
Frank Wilcox. 





Clyde Beatty Headlines 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 

Clyde Beatty has been signatured 
to headline the Shrine Winter Cir- 
cus, to be held in the International 
Amphitheatre Dec. 31 to Jan. 15; un- 
der the sponsorship of the Medinah 
Temple. 

Others set are the Concellos, the 
Gretonas, Ruth Mix, Cyse O’Dell, Ed 
and Jenny Rooney. 


FRISCO FAIR WORRIED 
BY SLOW ADVANCE SALE 


San Francisco, Dec. 20. 

With the opening 60 days to go, the 
1939 Golden Gate International Ex- 
position on Treasure Island is rapidly 
nearing completion. Building pro- 
gram is practically finished, most of 
the halls already being ready for 
exhibitors to take over nearly 2,000,- 
000 square feet of exhibit space. 

Ray Smith, head of the financial 
setup, is said to be dissatisfied with 
the way the current ticket sale is be- 
ing conducted and has turned in his 
resignation. 














| Television 


j 
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relax and yet listen. Television is 
| different. It calls upon all the physi- 
cal faculties except the sense of 
smell, and we have found in England 
that to come home afier a busy day 
and look at a television program 
even for an hour is fatiguing and 
quickly becomes monotonous. After 
}a month in the home it is seldom 
| used except to pick up sensation or 
unusual sports or special broadcasts. 
So it seems probable than even when 
| television reaches commercial per- 
| fection, people will still spend most 
of their time listening to radios just 
as they do today.’ 





Buffalo, Dec. 20. 
Clarence W. Farrier, television co- 
of NBC, addressed the 
Engineering Foundation of Buffalo 
here Friday on television, its devel- 
opment and problems. 


Said sponsored television was 


/probably at least five years away. 


Shrine Circus in Chicago 


UNABLE TO GET CHI FAIR 
CONCESH, SUES FOR 1006 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 

Emmett Howard, fair concession- 
aire, filed suit here for $100,000 
against Benjamin Lindheimer, real 
estate dealer, charging he gave Lind- 
heimer $25,000 to make arrange- 
ments for Howard to operate a res- 
—— at the Chicago Fair in 1932- 
33. 

Howard further alleges the Fair 
management refused to permit him 
to operate a restaurant after he had 
spent considerable money on Lind- 
heimer’s advice to go ahead and that 
Lindheimer hasn’t returned the $25,- 
000 to him. ‘ 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. George D. O’Brien, 
son, in Los Angeles, Dec. 12. Father 
is Fox-West Coast theatre manager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Keith Wilson, picture 
critic on the Omaha World-Herald, 
daughter, Dec. 15. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Chandler, son, 
in Hollywood, Dec. 10. Father is 
film player. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Southard, 
daughter, in Fort Worth, Dec. 3. 
Father is manager of WBAP, F. W. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marc Lachmann, son, 

in Hollywood, Dee. 17. Father is 
| exploitation chief for 20th Century- 
| Fox; mother is former Melva Cor- 
| nell, of the stage. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Elman, son. in 
| New York, Dec. 18, Father is orig- 
,inator of radio program, ‘H°hby 
| Lobby.” 














MARRIAGES 


Ruth Etting to Myrl Alderman, 
Dec. 14, in Las Vegas. 

Joan Woodbury to Henry Wilcox- 
on, in Los Angeles, Dec. 27. Both 
are in pictures. 

Osa Massen to Allen Hersholt. in 
| Beverly Hills, Bride is 
‘Danish film player; he’s screen 
writer-son of Jean Hersholt. 

Fern Head, to Fritz Blocki. 
| Louisville, Dec. 12. Bride is radio 
player; he’s radio producer end press 
,agent in Chicago. 





Dec. 15. 





Bing Crosby waxed four oldies 
for Decca with John Scott Troticr’s 
band. He also recorded three 
Monaco and Burke tunes for his 
Universal picture, ‘East S‘de of 
Heaven.’ 
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MY SKIN IS DELICATE, 
SO IM CAREFUL ABOUT | © 
COMPLEXION CARE | 
Lux ToiLeT Soap’s 
ACTIVE LATHER HELPS 
ME GUARD AGAINST 
COSMETIC SKIN 
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Sie Holly- 
wood stars use cosmetics, 
of course, but they’re careful 
aboutunattractive CosmeticSkin! 
They don’t want the dullness, tiny 
blemishes, enlarged pores that may api 
pear when pores are choked with 
stale cosmetics, dust and dirt. 
They use gentle white 
Lux Toilet Soap 
regularly! 
























A GIRLS CHANCES OF 
BEING ATTRACTIVE , 
| ALWAYS REMOVE 


AND ANN SOTHERN ee _ 


IN WALTER WANGER’S 


“TRADE WINDS" 


NOW SHOWING LOCALLY 
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ALWAYS AT BEDTIME © 
IT LEAVES SKIN SMOOT 


ie: . 
























